^Sl 


Cbe  JLi&tatp 

of  ti)c 

23nitiersitp  of  Jl3ott6  Carolina 


1Elbt0  iioofc  toad  ptt0enUti 
Dr.L.R.W;ie,oo 

V.2 


99652602000 


PRELIl.,.r-.r-m  I  L^r\«r  1    "S 

CONFIDENTIAL  DISTRIBUTION 


I 


A  STUDY  OF 
YOUTH  NEEDS  MD  SERVICES 
IH 
DALLAS,    T.3CAS 


by 

Jack  Robertson 


VOLmiE  II 


A  Report 
to 

The  American  Youth  Commission 

of 

The  American  Council  on  Education 

744  Jackson  Place 

V/ashington,  D,  C, 

1937 


COETEITTS 
VOLWtE   I. 
Letters   of  Transnittal 
INTRODUCTION. 1 

1,  Objectives 

2,  Techniques 

3,  Orgoaiization  of  the  Dallas   Study 

4,  Values  and  Possible  Usages   of  the  l.iaterial 

PART  OilE.      TIE   SETTI::G   of  Tlffi  DALLAS   STUDY •    •    .  1 

PART  T\'iO,     C'iUIUXT^B.IS11CS   of  TIE   INDIVIDUAL  iJlEAS.    ...  6 

PiaiT  TirJU-J.     PUBLIC   SCHOOLS 19 

PART  FOUR,      IIE/iLTK  FACILITIES 30 

1,  The  Race   Factor  in  Health 

2,  Indices   of  Recent  Progress   in  Public  Health 

3,  Health  Hazards   of  Youth 

4,  Health  Agencies 

P/JIT   FIVE.      PUBLIC  RECPHATIOH 'SO 

1,  Properties  and   Their  Locc.cions 

2,  Facilities 

3,  Personnel 

4,  Program 

5,  Financing 

PART  SEI.     PUBLIC   LIBP^"iRY 62 

PART   SEVEN.      GOVERNI'.ENT  AIDS  to  YOUTH   .    , 65 

1,  National  Youth  Administration 

2,  Texas   State  Enploymont  Service 

PART  EIGHT.     DELINQUENCY,   CRE.E  and  TRE/\TIENT  ISiASUIffiS,   •  69 
PMT  NIl^.     HOUSING   ,    ,    ► 80 


WA 


PART  TEN,     I.IIITE  YOUTH  of  ilATIVE  or  EUT.OPEAM  PARENTAGE 

CHARACTERISTICS  and  PROBLEI'.S 83 

1,  Census  liaterial 

2,  Home   Life   and  Background 

3,  Educational  Backsround  and   Interests 
4«  En^jloyment   and  Occurations 

5.  Health 

6.  Leisure  Tii'.ie  Activities 

7.  Participation  in  Kelicious  Activities 
3,  Attitudes  on  Social  'r^uestions 

9,  Special  Groups 

VOLUI.lE   II. 
PilRT  ELEVEII.      Gi:/JIACTERISTIC3  /liiD    PRGBl^i'.S   of  IL^GRO  YOUTH. 181 

Sections    one  tliraish  eight   same   as  Part  Ten. 
P;iRT  Tl^ELVS.     l'£n.CAil  YOUTH  tod   TJl,lil  x^ROBLEMS    , 271 

Sections   one  through  ei^iite--saine   as  Part  Ten, 
PART  THIRTEEH,     l-V.GE  and  '.J'ORKIHG  HOURS  STUDY   •    • 332 

1,  Method 

2,  Rate  of  Pay  i-eceived 

3,  Hours  '..orked  by  Entire  Group 

4,  Special  Groups 

5,  llarital  Status 

PART  FOURTEEH.     EV/J.UATIOH   of  GROUP  UORK  AGEt^IClES 342 

1,  Method 

2,  Young  lien's   Christian  Association' 

3,  Young  ITonen's   Christian  Association 

4,  Boy  Scouts   of  America 

5,  Girl  Scouts,   Inc. 

6,  Canp  Fire  Girls 

7,  Community  Chest  Study 

3,  './est  Dallas   Social  Center 

9,  Salvation  Amy 

10,  Jevd-sh  Coriiiunity  Genter 

11,  Chiorch  Ilissions 

12,  T.'orks  Progress  Administration  Classes 

PART  FIFTEEi!,      SnaVICES  PROVIDED  to  YOUTH  by  Or:GAI:IZATIOHS 

of  ADULTS 386 

1.  Recieation 

2.  Material  Heeds 

3.  Health 

4.  Guidance,   Leadership,  and  Placement 


5,  Scholai-ohips  and   Loan  ^'londs 

6,  Services  ilot  -olsev.'hore   Classified 

7,  Sunmary  and  Conclusions 

GEISRAL  CaiCLUSlOrS ^07 


jiPPLlTDICES 


A,  Case   Histories 

B,  Fonns   and  Procedures 

C,  Lavfs  Relating  to  'jTcuth 


Errata 


1,  Page  79,  footnote  2  should  read  Part  14,  Section  2, 

2,  Page  87,  footnote  2  should  read  Part  14,  Section  2, 

3»  Page  235,  second  paragraph,  line  4,  the  percentage  should 
read  26,05?5, 


'.Digitized  by  the  Internet  Arciiive' 
in  2010  with  funding  from ,     / 
University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hil 


http://www.archive.org/details/studyofyouthneed02robe 


-181- 


PART  ELEVEM.   CHARACTERISTICS  and  PROBLETJG  of  l."EGRO  YOUTH 
Introduction 


" the  Negro  group  is  higlily  differentiated,  mth 

about  the  same  range  of  interests  as  the  -whites 

Class  differentiation  among  Negroes  is  reflected  in 
their  church  organizations,  educational  institutions, 
private  clubs,  and  the  v;hole  range  of  social  life.   Al- 
though these  class  distinctions  may  rest  upon  what  would 
seem  to  outsiders  flimsy  and  inconsequential  matters, 
they  are  the  social  realities  of  Negro  life,  and  no  amount 

of  reasoning  can  rid  his  mind  of  them when  one  probes 

the  tissue  of  the  Negro's  social  life  he  finds  that  the 
Negro  reacts  to  the  same  illusions  that  feed  the  vanity 
of  white  men, " 

— "La  Bourgeosie  Noire"  -  E.  Franklin  Frazier 


Dallas,  like  many  Southern  and  Southwestern  cities,  subscribes  to 
the  theory  that  the  "-'Jegro  is  all  right  in  his  place",  but  like  other 
generalities,  an  examination  of  just  what  constitutes  "his  place"  leads 
one  into  the  investigation  of  myriad  folk-ways  and  customs  which  seem  to 
bear  little  relationship  to  logic  or  reason  and  are  often  contradictory. 
For  example,  one  may  entrust  one's  children  to  the  care  of  liegro  servants 
or  eat  food  prepared  by  their  hands,  but  those  who  publicly  shake  hands 
with  Negroes  are  daring  public  opinion  and  under  no  circumstances  may  one 
share  meals  with  them.   It  is  relationships  such  as  these  which  are  car- 
ried over  into  institutional  life  and  form  the  basis  for  the  isolation, 
segregation,  and  variety  of  treatment  accorded  the  Negro  and  to  which  he 
has  responded  by  attem.pting  to  fill  from  his  ovm  resources  many  of  the 
existing  voids.   This  ill-defined  "place",  these  relationships,  and  the 
adjustments  to  thera  ha-e   formed  a  pattern  of  life  "vvhich  exists  like  a 
sub-stratum  throughout  the  city,  touching  other  pa-oterns  at  various  points 
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but  otherwise  often  going  unnoticed. 

It  was  this  pattern  of  life  and  its  effect  upon  Negro  youth  that  we 
atter.ipted  to  study  through  the  same  devices  of  personal,  confidential  in- 
terview, investigation  of  resources,  and  observation  of  group  life  used 
i.''  the  other  phases  of  the  otudy.   It  was  felt  wise  to  employ  i^egro 
workers  for  both  the  persoral  intei'views  suid  the  collection  of  other  es- 
sential information.   Fortunately,  v;e  v/ere  able  to  emplo;,  as  staff  members 
two  vramen,  of  lonf:  residence  in  Dallas,  s.ud  with  training  and  experience 
both  as  public  sc'-ool  teachers  and  social  case  workers.   Thus  we  were  able 
to  obtain  much  more  intimate  information  than  would  otherwise  Iiave  been 
the  case. 

In  reaching  a  random  sample  of  the  population  vie   were  conscious  of 
the  peculiar  characteristics  of  the  population  composition,  the  first  of 
these  being  that  the  females  far  outnumber  the  males,  especially  among 
the  youth.   Among  the  general  group,  according  to  the  1930  Census,  there 
vj-ere  87  Negro  males  for  every  100  Negro  females,  while  among  the  group 
between  15  and  24  there  were  65  males  to  each  100  females.   The  cause  for 
this  disproportion  lies  in  cne  fact  that  many  of  the  more  ambitious  young 
men  go  to  Northern  urban  centers  each  year,  seeking  wider  occupational 
outlets  and  more  froedom  than  exist  in  Dallas.   This  m:.gration  largely 
accounts  for  the  fact  that  in  1920  Negrojs  composed  15.1i;?o  of  the  total 
population,  v/hile  in  1930  the  proportion  v.'as  only  14.9%. 

These  Negroes  live  in  five  larg'..  segre  it.ted  Areas,  and  in  three  or 
four  smaller  ones,  and  are  scattered  through  several  sections  in  servant 
quarters.   Other  areas  have  remarkably  few  Negroes.   Each  of  these  five 

T.      Part  T-;ra,  ppTTS-Tsrie-Ts".' 
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TABLE   64— NUT/iERICAL  AMD  PERCENTAGE  I'l.-Tr.IBUTION  of   784  NEGRO  YOUTH 
ACCORDING  TO  A'^E  AT   LAST  BIUTLDAY 


Total 


16  Years 

17  " 

18  " 

19  " 

20  " 

21  " 

22  " 

23  " 

24  " 


jcx  and  Marital  Status 


Tr,tal  ■  ■  ■■  ■ 

Total 

Number 

% 

784 

100^ 

73 

9.31 

90 

11.47 

82 

10.45 

95 

12.11 

79 

10.07 

79 

10.07 

83 

10.58 

91 

11.60 

112 

14.28 

Of  the  784  youth  reached,  296  were  males  and  488  females,  a  propor- 
tion of  60.65  males  for  every  100  females,  slightly  under  that  of  the  65 
males  to  every  100  females  for  the  15-24  year-old  group  as  listed  in  the 
Census  and  referred  to  above.   Perhaps  it  is  not  too  early  to  call  atten- 
tion to  the  significance  of  this  disturbance  in  the  biological  ratio  which 
is  accentuated  among  the  youth  population  and  point  out  that  it  must  neces- 
sarily limit  the  opportunities  for  marriage  and  for  recreation  among  couples 
of  the  same  age.   Innumerable  evidences  of  the  far-reaching  character  of 
this  mal-adjustment  were  gathered  by  our  intervievrers.   The  male,  because 
of  the  keen  competition  for  ais  attention,  often  takes  undue  advantage  of 
the  situation,  and  it  is  frequently  found  difficult  to  hold  any  sort  of 
mixed  group  entertainment,  such  as  a  dance,  because  of  the  limited  number 
of  available  male  partners  of  any  social  standing  and  breeding.   The  urban 
centers  of  the  North  to  which  the  males  migrate  must,  it  would  seemj,  face 
the  reverse  of  this  situation  and  one  wonders  if  this  disproportion  must 
1.  I'age  182. 
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not,  there  as  here,  be  considered  a  factor  in  the  instability  of  marriage 

relationships. 

The  proportion  of  the  females  of  our  sample  v/ho  are  married  and 
the  proportion  who  are  vadovired  and  divorced  are  within  .1%   or  .2>'o 
of  the  proportions  given  in  the  1930  Census,   We  call  special  at- 
tention to  the  high  prevalence  of  divorce,  constituting  a  failure  of 
22,9^1  of  the  marriages  of  this  group. 

The  sex  and  marital  status  of  the  youth  interviewed  are  presented 

in  Table  65, 

TABLE  65 NUIffiRICAL  MD  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  782   NE'";R0  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  SEX  MD  l/IARITAL  STATUS 


Total  Total 

Number  % 


Total 7_8_2 100% 

Male — single 

i.lale--married 

Male— widowed,    divorce   or   separated 

Female-- single 

Female — married 

Female — vj-idowed,  divorced  or  separated 


241 

30.81 

44 

5.11 

11 

1,40 

242 

30,94 

188 

24,03 

56 

7.16 

Of  the  i^egro  youth,  2  females  made  no  response  as  to  marital  statuE 
and  are  not  included  in  this  Table, 


Section  2.   Hom-e  Life  and  Background 
Nativity  of  Parents 

Among  the  Negro  population  in  Dallas,  the  Census  of  1930  recorded 
87??  as  having  been  born  in  Texas,  and  12.7^  in  other  States.   Tlie  States 
contributing  the  largest  number  are  Mississippi,  Louisiana,  and  Arkansas, 
Church  Affiliation  of  Parents 

Religion  and  religious  observance  occupy  a  very  significant  place 
in  the  life  of  the  Negro,  and  deserve  extended  conment,  both  as  a  factor 
in  the  home  background  of  the  youth,  and  from  the  standpoint  of  his  own 
observance. 
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In  April  1937,  126  i'Jegro  chv.rches  were  listed  in  Dallas,  so  many 
that  there  is  one  church  for  every  '660   persons.   The  result  is  that  many 
churches  have  active  congret^ations  of  tv/enty  persons  or  less,  and  nat- 
urally cannot  afford  full-time  or  well-trained  ministers.   Not  only  large 
but  unstable  as  well  is  the  number  of  churches,  for  jealousies  and  divi- 
sions are  constantly  giving  rise  to  new  churches,  while  reconciliations 
or  inability  to  support  bring  mergers  or  abandonment. 

The  number  of  churches  of  each  denomination  are  (in  April  1937): 

Baptist  75 

Methodist  22 

Church  of  God  in  Christ  14 

Peiitecostal  and  Congregational  11 

Christian  2 

Seventh  Dc.y  Adventist  2 

Table  66   shows  the  number  and  percent  of  youth  by  the  church  affilia- 
tion of  parents. 

TABLE  66-— NmiBERlCAL  Al^D  PERCEi^TAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  783  IJEGRO  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  CTJRCH  PREFERENCE  OF  YOUTH'S  PARENTS 


Total      Total ' 

Number       % 


Total 783 100j^_ 

Both  Baptist  479       61.17 

Both  Episcopalian  or  Anglican 

Both  Jewish 

Both  Methodist  180       22.98 

Both  Presbyterian 

Both  Roman  Catholic 

Both  of  some  other  Protestant  denomination 

Parents  of  different  Protestant  denominations 

Any  combination  of  Protestant,  Catholic,  Jewish, 

or  non-believers 
Neither  parent  belongs  to  or  prefers  any  church 
Do  not  laiow;  other  combinations 


3 

.38 

84 

10.72 

19 

2.42 

1.53 

12 

.12 

1 

.63 

5 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  1  made  no  response  t'.  th.is  question  and  is  not 
included  in  this  Table. 
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Physical  Condition  of  Fomes 

As  far  back  as  1911,  the  Galveston-Dallas  Kews  published  a  series  of 
articles  in  which  George  V.'averly  Briggs,  by  vivid  description  and  poignant 
example,  called  attention  to  the  menace  of  the  unsanitary,  overcrowded 
housing  conditions  of  principal  Texas  cities,  and  challenged  the  municipal- 
ities to  accept  their  social  responsibilities. 

The  challenge  vrent  unmet,  for  in  1923,  when  the  Civic  Federation  of 
Dallas  surveyed  Negro  housing  conditions  for  the  Inter-racial  Commission, 
the  evils  were  as  prevalent  as  before. 

The  Real  -Property  Inventory  of  1934  enumerated  similar  facts,  and 
by  special  compilations  of  this  information  on  our  Areas  13  and  14,  the 
following  conditions  were  revealed: 


Total  number  of  structures 
Good  condition 
Need  minor  repairs 
Need  major  repairs 
Unfit  for  use 

Not  only  are  many  homes,  as  the  examples  of  these  two  Areas  show,  in 

a  state  of  decay  and  disrepair,  but  conveniences,  even  those  essential 

to  health,  are  almost  as  often  entirely  lacking. 

The  Seal  Property  Inventory  showed  indoor  toilets  to  be  lacking 
in  90.57/c  of  the  homes  in  Area  13  and  in  33,03/o  of  those  in  Area 
14,   Our  own  check  list  of  home  conveniences  revealed  that  the  in- 
tervening years  between  the  Inventory  and  our  interviews  had  brought 
little  change.   That  almost  entire  Areas  are  without  some  of  these 
conveniences  is  revealed  by  the  fact  that  in  Area  13,  85.72fs,  and 
in  Area  10,  78.5/?  of  the  homes  had  no  indoor  bath  facilities. 


Nuiaber 

Percent 

Number 

Percent 

1,082 

100,00 

793 

100.00 

115 

10.62 

55 

6.93 

566 

52.31 

450 

56.74 

375 

34.65 

278 

34.04 

23 

2.12 

10 

1.26 
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The  number  and  perceit   of  a.ll   those   conveniences   shovm  in   Table    67 

reflect   tlic    city-wi'Je   co-i'lition  of  lie  ;ro   lousing. 

TA3LE   67— NUiAERICAL  MD  PERCENTAGE  D  IS  TK I  BUT  1 0:^1  of   781  NEGRO  YOUT"* 
ACCORUING  TO  HO::E  CO  VENIEi>TCES 


Total  Total 

lTi;u.iber  % 

Total '^^l  „   IPP!?'. 

Radio 

cathroom 

Electricity 

Daily  newspaper 

Our  rent  iria^_;azines 

Automobile 

Piano 

Other  musical  instrument 

bteara,  gas,  or  warm  air  heating 

Telephone 

Kone  of  the  above 

*  Of  the  -Wegro  youth,  3  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not 
included  in  this  Table. 

V/e  ranked  the  homes  oT  the  ^'^'egro  youth  on  the  same  six-point  scale 
formed  of  combinations  of  these  conveniences.   This  revealed  that  in 
Area  10  84.93/?,  and  in  Area  13,  95. 91;^  of  the  hones  did  not  have 
the  combination  of  electricity  and  adequate  heating,  IVhile  other 
Areas  were  somev/nat  -aore  fortunate.  Table  68  shows  vmat  relatively 
small  proportions  of  liegro  homos  of  the  city  have  living  conditions 
that  are  not  a  constant  threat  to  health. 


409 

52.36 

423 

54.16 

530 

67.86 

617 

79.00 

131 

16.77 

12  5 

16.00 

147 

18.82 

86 

11.01 

335 

42.89 

167 

21.38 

79 

10.11 

1.  Part  Ten,  Sec.  2,  p.  91. 
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TABLE  68 NITMERICAL  AIJD  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of   782  NE-r-^RO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  RMBSR  OF  IiO'':E   COIT/EiJIENCES 


Total  Total 

Number 


n 

2.17 

36 

4.60 

190 

24.29 

82 

10.48 

240 

30.69 

217 

27.74 

Total 782_ 100^ 

Upper  luxury  level  mth  at  leact  8  selected  con- 
veniences 

Minimum  luxury  level  v/ith  at  least  6  selected  con- 
veniences 

Upper  coinfort  level  with  at  least  4  selected  con- 
veniences 

Minimum  comfort  level  with,  at  least  2  selected  con- 
veniences 

Below  minimiom  comfort  with  at  least  1  selected  con- 
venience 

Homes  lacking  sufficient  conveniences  to  be  code- 

able  above 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  2  made  no  response  to  this  questiO:i~'nd"  are  not 
included  in  this  Table. 

1.  Must  include  radio,  bathroom,  electricity,  daily  newspaper,  automobile^ 

■  piano,  gas,  telephone. 

2.  Must  include  radio,  bathroom,  electricity,  daily  nsv;?paper,  automobilej 

gas, 

3.  Must  Include  radio,  bathroom,  electricity,  gas. 

4.  Must  include  electricity  and  gas. 

5.  Must  include  either  bathroom,  electricity,  or  gae. 


Occupation  of  Youth  s  Fathers 

Not  only  have  the  physical  conditions,  present  and  past,  not  been 
con.ducive  to  wholesome  home  life  for  the  j'outh,  the  report  of  the  1930 
Census   that  57.1/?  of  married  Negro  fanales  in  Dallas  were  .gainfully  oc- 
cupied indicates  that  many  youth  have  been  denied  what  hone  supervision 
their  mothers  might  have  been  able  to  give.   The  most  logical  explana- 
tion for  this  high  proportion  of  employed  married  women  is  that  the  occu- 
pation of  the  father  failed  to  produce  sufficient  income  to  maintain 
even  the  barest  of  hom.es.   Tho  low  income  and  insecurity  of  the  farmer 

IT   i'ifteenth  United  Statei~C erTsTi s ,  "Occupation  otatistics,  Texas,  p.  4b. 


■190- 


(particularly  Negro  tenants),   the  unskilled   laborer,   and  the  domestic 
servant  are  well-loiovm,   and  Table   69   shovs   that   74.18f.  of  the   fathers 
of  the  youth  to   intervieT,ved  had  had  one   of  these  as  their  chief 
occupations . 

TABLE  69 ^ITIB.ERICAL  AITO  PEI.CEIITAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of   744  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCOKDING  TO  USUAL  OCCUPATION   OF  YOUTH'S  FATHER 


Total       ~    Total 
Number  % 


Total 


Professional 

Administrative,  managerial 

Sales 

Clerical 

Service 

Skilled 

Semi-skilled 

Unskilled 

Fan-iiers 

OccuTDations  not  elsewhere   classifiable 

*   Of^he  Negro  youth,   40  made  no  re'sponso  to  this   question  and  are 
not  included   in  this   Table. 


Relief  Received 


744 

100?^ 

28 

3.76 

15 

2.01 

7 

.94 

13 

1.74 

94 

12.63 

66 

8.87 

61 

8,19 

412 

55.37 

46 

6.18 

2 

.28 

To  determine   further  the   economic   life   of  these  Negro  youth  in- 

tervievied,  vre   asked  them,    if   single,  to  tell  us  Y/hether  their  parental 

families  had  received  relief  during  the  tvrelve  months  prior  to  the 

interview  and,    if  married,   to  ansvrer  the   question  for  their  ovm  fa:Tiilies, 

giving  the   ansvrer  in  terms   of  the  type   of  relief  received. 

In  spite   of  the   stringency  of  the   eligibility  requirements   for 
such  aid,    18.68;'o  had  been  granted  relief,   and   in  Area   13  this  per- 
centage  amounted  to  38.78?b.      Only  two   of  the   families  had  received 
relief  through  a  private   agency. 

Tabulations   are    shovm  in  Table   70. 
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classified  as  acadomic,  I'.'hich  brought  forth  the  comment 
from  one  of  the  llecro  high  school  authorities  that  85^i  of 
the  pupils  vrho   graduated  are  not  prepared  to  make  a  living, 
to  say  nothing  of  those  who  drop  out  before  graduation. 

4)  mile  the  Ner^roes  are  scattered  all  over  Dallas,  there  are 
only  a  limited  number  of  i.e-ro  schools  including  only  one 
high  school  (altho^igh  anothor  is  contemplated),  and  the 
distances  which  must  be  traveled  to  school  in  many  cases 
prevent  attendance . 

5)  The  llegro  high  school  was  built  to  accommodate  less  than 
half  its  present  enrollment,  and  operatijig  m  two  shifts, 
as  it  does,  ml5:es  even  m.ore  difficult  the  problem  of 
attendance  and  management  of  school  affairs. 

6)  As  is  shovm  in  some  of  the  occupational  data,  57.1)1  of 
the  married  Negro  women  are  employed  v:hich  means  that 
iTiany  have  little  or  no  time  to  supervise  children  or  see 
that  they  arc  attending  school. 

7)  The  situation  is  complicated  by  the  lack  of  enforcing 
officers  for  the  school  attendance  lavi. 

All  of  these  factors  play  their  part  in  the  responses  which  we 
received  to  the  questions  in  regard  to  education. 
Change  s  in  Co_urse_  of  Study 

In  ansAver  to  our  questions, 

"IF  VOU  COULD  ilEP;^JAT  YOUR  GRADE  SCHOOL  and  HIGH 
SCHOOL  EXPERIEKCS,  WOULD  YCU  I'AIffi  A  CHi^JTOE  IK 
YOUR  COURSE  OF  STUDY?   IF  30,  TTHAT  WOULD  BE  THE 
PRIHC IPAL  CHiil'TGE  ?  "  , 

we  discovered  that,  in  spite  of  their  limited  e-xperience  mth  other 

types  of  education,  29.1,0  indicated  that  they  would  make  some  change, 

the  largest  percentage  saying  they  Y,ould  take  more  business  training. 

Noting  again  the  occupations  Negro  girls  would  like  to  follow,  the 

study  made  by  Southern  Methodist  University,  m.entioned  above,  listed 

21^  as  desiring  to  be  stenograp'.iers.   Stenography,  however,  is  not 

offered  in  the  Negro  high  school  and  less  than  V%   of  the  total  group 

we  interviewed  were  engaged  in  any  clerical  or  stenographic  work. 
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The  niffiiber  and   character   of  changes   that  Tfould  be  made   in  grammar 
school  or  high  school  courses  are   found   in  Table   77. 

TABLE  77— limERICAL  idTO  PERCEIITAGE  DISTRIBUTIOII  of  776  NEGRO  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  C1L\JTOES  in  COURSE  OF  STUDY  IF  Ai- 
LOVffiD   TO  REPEAT   GR/JDE   SCHOOL  and  HIGH  SCHOOL  EXPERIENCE 


Total  Total 

Number  '^- 


776  ioq;:^ 

Total „ ' 

More  social  studies  (including  psychology) 

More  physical  sciences  or  mathematics 

More  English  or  literature 

More  foreign  languages 

More  home  economics 

More  grade  training 

More  physical  or  health  education 

More  business  training 

More  art,  music  and  public  speaking 

Other 

Vfould  not  change , .f.^- -^ , 

*   Of  the  NegrTYolTthT^made  no  response  to  this   question  and  are  not 

included   in  this   Table. 
Comparisons 

The  percentages   of  each  group  who  v/ould  change  their   schooling 

are   given  in  the   follovdng  Table. 

Tj^BLE   78 PROPORTION  OF  NEGRO  YOUTH,   by  SEX  and  EDUCATION,  YffiO 

WOULD  CHANGS  THEIR  COURSE   of  STUDY 


7 

.90 

15 

1.93 

9 

1.15 

15 

1.93 

39 

5.02 

34 

4,38 

7 

.90 

55 

7.08 

24 

.3.09 

IS 

1.67 

558 

71.90 

Highest  School  Grade   Successfully  Passed 
Total 

6th  grade   or   less 

7th,   8th,   9th,   or   10th  grade 

11th  grade   or   1  year  beyond  high  school 

2   or  more  years   of  college 


Male  Female 


31.35  26,88 


1.70  1.87 

37.32  29.49 

54.29  38.39 

50.00  42.31 


From  these  figures  it  can  be  seen  that  as  the  educational  level 
advanced  more  became  conscious  of  a  need  for  changes  in  their 
school  experience,  also  tlmt  a  slightly  higher  percentage  of 
males  desired  to  make  changes  than  did  females.  The  explanation 
may  lie  in  the  vdder  vocational  experience  of  males. 
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Differences  between  the  sexes  lil:cTrisc  appeared  in  the  type  of 
change  that  would  be  made,  aore  males  roplyins  that  they  would  increase 
the  amount  of  physical  science  and  matheiiiatics,  of  trade  tra.'.nmg,,  and 
of  art,  music,  and  public  spealiing,  v;hile  females  replied  with  greater 
frequency  that  they  would  take  more  home  economics  and  business  train- 
ing, Fiovrover,  a  significant  percentage  of  males  suggested  more  business 
training.  Educational  level,  while  increasing  the  n^jmber  of  changes 
that  would  be  made,  did  not  appear  to  affect  significantly  the  character 
of  the  change  s  . 

Dividing  the  group  again,  this  tim.e  into  those  in  school  and  those 
no  longer  in  school,  vro  discovered  that  those  in  school  were  more  air^ious 
to  make  changes  in  their  courses  of  study  than  vrerc  those  y*io  had  stopped 
their  schooling. 
Participation  of  Part-Time  Edup^ation 

In  spite  of  the  large  mmber  of  incomplete  educations,  only  4,09% 
of  the  total  group  had  taken  any  part-time  courses  during  the  four  weeks 
prior  to  the  interview.   Of  this  small  number,  over  half  vrere  taking 
work  through  the  public  evening  schools,  the  chief  motivation  being 
vocational  preparation. 

The  tabulation  of  results  shovri.ng  by  type  of  school  and  reason  for 
taking  such  courses  is  shovm  in  Table  79. 
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TABLE  79 ^NUMERICAL  MD  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  783  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  EXTENT  OF  PAHT-TIIvIE  SCHOOL  COURSES  TAKEN 
DURING  THE  FOUR  TffiEKS  PRIOR  to  INTERVIEl/Y  -  BY  TYPE  OF 
SCHOOL  and  PRIMARY  PURPOSE  in  TAKING  COURSE 


Total 


Public  evening  school  (for  credit) 
Public  evening  school  (cultural) 
Public  evening  school  (vocational) 
Institutional  schools  (S.M.U.,  Y.K.C.A.. 

(for  credit) 
Institutional  schools  (cultural) 
Institutional  schools  (vocational) 
Non-institutional  schools  (for  credit) 
Non-institutional  schools  (cultural) 
Non-institutional  schools  (vocational) 
Other  schools 
Took  no  part-tirae  courses 


etc.) 


Total 
Number 


Total 


744 


100^ 


6 

.76 

2 

.25 

16 

2.04 

1 

.12 

1 

.12 

,25 

,51 
1.02 

95,01 


Of  the  Negro  youth,  1  made  no  response  to  thi; 
included  in  this  Table, 


question  and  is  not 


Reasons  Given  for  Not  Having  Taken  Part-Time  Courses 

Excluding  the  nimiber  still  in  full-time  day  school,  ire  sought  from 

the  others  tho  principal  reason  for  not  having  participated  in  part-time 

courses. 

Forty-one   percent  indicated  tliat  they  could  not  afford   such 
courses,   lacking  money  for  books,   carfare,   tuition,   etc.     The 
second   largest  percentage,    34.62/0  -were  either  not   interested  or 
felt  no  need  for  such  courses,   or   could  find  no  reason,     Ti/'orking 
conditions  played  their  part  for  12,76;'?  said  that  they  either 
lacked  time  because  they  had  to  work  in  the  evenings   or  were   too 
tired  after  the   day's  work  to  attempt   such  courses. 

J\mong  the  miscellaneous   categories,  vre   found   12  who  stated  that 

poor  eye-sight   or  illness  prevented  their  taking  such  courses, 

while   15  v\rore   prevented  because   of  the  necessary  care  of  their 
small  children. 


The   tabulation  of  responses  to  this  question  is   found  in 
Table   80. 
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TABLE   80 ITOIvIBERICAL  MD  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  595  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON  GIVEN  FOR  NOT  HAVING  TAKEN 
PART-TII.IE   SCHOOL  COURSES  DURING  THE  FOUR  T/VEEKS  PRIOR  to 
INTERVIEW 


Total  Total 

Nu2.*er  % 


244 

41.00 

4 

.68 

. 

» 

4 

,68 

12 

2.01 

2 

.33 

64 

10,75 

15 

2.52 

44 

7.39 

Total 595 lQCfi^_ 

Not  interested;   no  need;   do  not  knov/  Vfhy  206  54.62 

Lack  of  money:    cost   of  books,   carfare, 
instruments,   etc. 

Too  far  to  go 

Family  objections 

Do  not  like  school 

Too  tired  after  work 

Too  old;  have  finished  school 

Lack  of  tine;  have  to  work  at  night  (evenings) 

Courses  inadequate;  courses  I'.'anted  not  offered 

Other  reasons 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  5  made  no"  re'sponse'  to  this" question  and  184  are 
in  full-time  day  school  or  had  taken  part-time  school  courses  during 
the  past  four  v.-eeks;  these  figures  are  not  included  in  this  Table. 


C  omp  ar  i  s  oris 

Yfe  Yrere  interested  in  the  Tra.ys  in  T;hich  sex,  marital  status  and 
educational  level  might  affect  participation  in  these  courses  and  found 
that,  eliminating  the  group  in  school  or  taking  such  courses,  the  per- 
centage who  gave  as  their  ansvrer,  "Not  intersted;  no  need;  do  not  know 
why",  decreased  with  an  advancement  in  educational  level.  The  number 
prevented  from  attending  by  economic  limitations  followed  this  saine 
pattera. 

0\ir  comparisons  revealed  a  larger  percentage  of  males  who  had 
not  participated  because  of  lack  of  interest,  but  a  much  larger 
percentage  of  females  had  been  prevented  because  of  the  cost  of 
such  courses,  being  45.85/^  of  the  total  number  of  females  and 
30.66^  for  the  total  number  of  males.  On  the  other  hand,  long 
working  hours  or  the  exhaustive  criaracter  of  work  was  given  more 
frequently  by  rixles  than  by  females,  being  18.26^  in  the  case  of 
males  and  lO.lS^o  in  the  case  of  females. 

Other  differences  did  not  seem  large  enough  to  be  significant. 
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Interest  in  Vocational-  Training 


Attempting  to  arrive  at  some  practical  basis  for  planning  an 
additional  educational  program  for  this  group,  we  sought  to  discover 
the  extent  to  which  those  out  of  school  would  take  free  vocational 
training  if  it  were  available,  and  the  specific  kind  of  work  for 
which  such  training  would  be  taken. 

Perhaps,  in  addition  to  the  dearth  of  employment  possibilities 
for  the  untrained  person,  the  fact  that  their  previous  schooling 
has  contained  almost  nothing  of  this  sort  accounts  for  so  large  a 
number  (85.06^)  saying  they  v;ould  take  vocational  training.   In  con- 
trast are  the  o,'6o%  who  are  nov/  taking  vocational  training  (only  1,91^ 
receive  such  training  free). 

One  may  well  argue  that  (1)  it  vrould  be  impossible  to  present 
free,  at  attractive  hours,  as  decentralized  and  varied  a  program 
as  necessary  for  these  interests  and  (2)  if  actually  put  to  the 
test,  many  youth  would  not  respond,  even  though  nov«r  convinced 
that  they  would.  Undoubtedly  true,  such  considerations  do  not 
invalidate  the  use  of  the  interests,  of  which  these  responses 
are  the  oral  expressions,  as  guides  to  programs  of  continued 
education.  After  giving  such  arguments  proper  weight,  it  is  our 
opinion  that  the  most  genuine  interests  in  education  are  those 
based  upon  its  possible  contribution  to  vocational  advancement, 
and  through  a  carefully  planned  process,  not  only  may  very  desir- 
able Yvork  skills  be  gained  by  a  large  number,  but  many  other 
values  which  educators  have  set  as  objectives  can  be  indirectly 
but  lastingly  acquired. 

The  number  and  proportion  of  youth  who  say  th^would  take  each 
type  of  vocational  training  are  shovm  in  Table  81. 
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TABLE   81— imERICAL  MD  PERCENTAGE  DISTllIBUTIOW  of  626  NEGRO  YOUTH* 
ACCORDIIIG  TO  EXTENT  TO  ^ffilJCH  FREE  VOCATIONAL  TRACING 
WOUUD  BE  TAISN,    IF   IT  VffilS  AVAILABLE.,  AND  SPECIFIC   KIi^D 
OF  WORK  FOR  VffilCH  TRAINING  V;OULD  BE  TAIffiN 


Total 


_. . ...  .- 

Total 

Total 

Number 

% 

626 

lOOf. 

97 

15.49 

30 

4.79 

77 

12.30 

5 

.79 

190 

30,35 

61 

9,74 

her 

73 

11.66 

58 

9.26 

23 

3.67 

12 

1.91 

Typing,  stenography,  and  secrotarial 

Other  business  and  clerical 

Trades  or  crafts 

Agriculture  and  allied  occupations 

Domestic  or  personal 

Professional  and  te clinical 

Do  not  know  for  v.-hat  kind  of  work;  or  other 

"vTould  not  take  free  vocational  training 

Do  not  know 

Are  noiv  taking  free  vocatimal  training ^_ — 

*   Of  the  Negro  youtliTTl^de  no  response  to  tnis  question  and  154  are 
in  full-tiiae  day  school;  these  figures  are  not  included  in  this  Table 


Comparisons^ 

Education  seemed  to  influence  the  interest  in  vocational  training 
in  the  follo.-/ing  .vays.  As  the  level  of  education  increased,  interest  in 
training  for  domestic  and  personal  service  decreased  for  both  sexes 
whereas  interest  in  business  and  stenographic  training  steadily  increased 
with  educational  level,  but  fell  off  slijhtly  for  the  group  who  had  had 
two  or  more  years  in  college.  Almost  half  of  the  females  who  v^re  high 
school  graduates  or  had  had  one  year  of  college  gave  this  as  the  type  of 
vocational  training  they  v:oula  like  to  take. 


As  the  phrasing  of  the  question  reveals,  we  attempted  to  make  thj 
Aestion  and  the  one  relating  to  avocational  education  very  practic 


attempted  to  make  this 
question  ana  xne  on.  r.......^   ..  .„.........^  education  very  Practical 

Fuides  to  the  actual  courses  which  the  youth  would  study,  and  there- 
fore, refused  to  accept  as  a  response  that  the  interviewee  would 
train  for  some  profession  unless  he  possessed  already  the  proper 
educational  qualifications  or  vrould  acquire  them. 

Interest  in  Non-Vocajbional  Education 

Interest  in  non-vocational  education  is  considerably  less  than  that 
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in  vocational  training,  approximately  Z^l   of  thoF:e  now  in  school 

indicating  that  they  would  not  participate . 

The  coded  responses  failed  to  accomodate  a  large  number  who 
have  been  classified  under  "Other",  and  these  included  45  who 
indicated  that  if  the  opportunity  i/rere  available  they  would 
complete  their  grade  school  education,  79  who  v^ould  complete 
high  school,  and  49  who  would  study  granmiar  and  rhetoric,  and 
14  girls  who  would  study  home  economics  for  use  in  their  o\ra 
home  s . 

The  difficulties  in  determining  just  what  constitutes  vocation- 
al and  -ahat  constitutes  non-vocational  education  are  apparent  in 
the  large  number  v:ho  respond  that  they  would  study  physical  sciences 
or  mathematics,  for  on  close  examination  it  vra.s  revealed  that  while 
this  was  felt  to  be  a  part  of  formal  education  and  not  specifically 
designed  to  benefit  a  particular  vocation,  irjany  based  their  interest 
on  the  desire  to  enter  some  skilled  trade  or  craft. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  found  in  Table  82. 

TABLE  32 ^TOERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  626  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  EXTENT  oj"  P."lRTICIPATION  in  FFJ5E  PART-TH.E 
HON -VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION,  IF  AVAILABLE,  by  SUBJECTS  'WIIICH 
YOUTH  WOULD  MOST  LUCE  TO  STUDY 


Total     Total 
Number 


Total 


626      100°^ 


Literature 

Languages 

Social  studies  (including  psychology) 

Art  or  music — appreciation  only 

Art,  music,  or  crafts— active  participation 

Physical  science  or  mathematics 

Speech,  dramatic  technique,  etc. 

Other 

Uncertain  as  to  what  subject  vrould  study 

'//ould  not  participo.te 


36 

5.75 

24 

3.83 

13 

2.07 

11 

1.75 

56 

8,94 

70 

11.18 

16 

2.55 

191 

30.51 

34 

5.43 

175 

27.95 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  4  "made  no  "response  to  this  question  and  154  are 
still  in  full-time  day  school;  these  figures  are  not  included  in 
this  Table. 
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Comparisons 

A  slightly  larger  proportion  of  feiiiales  vrauld  participate  in  non- 
vocational  education,  porcentages  being  73.06fo  for  the  females  and  70.23fo 
in  the  case  of  the  males. 

The  number  who  would  participate  in  non-vocational  education  increased 
steadily  as  the  educational  level  advanced.   The  percentage  vxho  would  study 
science  and  mathematics  and  the  percentage  v/ho  would  study  the  social 
sciences  both  advanced  vdth  the  level  of  educational  attainment.   Other 
differences  because  of  education  are  not  apparent. 
Attitude  on  Sex  Education 

With  pregnancy  and  marriage  being  the  reasons  given  by  a  significant 

number  for  leaving  full-tine  school,  attitudes  on  the  proper  placement  of 

sex  education  seem  especially  pertino:^t.   Over  &V/.   indicated  that  the  home 

Yras  the  best  place  for  sex  instructio:i.   Over  20^^,  however,  felt  it  should 

be  given  through  the  schools  and  the  reriainder  of  the  responses  are 

scattered.   Some  of  the  typical  responses  were  these: 

"Parents  should  teach  children  about  sex  education  and  not  wait 
until  they  have  gone  and  asked  all  the  neighbors  first.  Teach 
them  before  they  become  bashful." 

"Children  should  be  taught  sex  education  in  the  elementary  school 
because  I  think  children  who  are  forced  to  ask  their  parents 
questions  about  sex  lose  a  portion  of  their  respect  for  their 
parents." 

"There  should  be  a  free  clinic  established  in  every  school 
district  with  a  nurse  to  give  periodical  examinations  and 
instructions  to  girls  in  school  and  out." 

Complete  results  are  sho^  in  Table  33.  The  largest  number  whose 

responses  were  uncoded  said  the  best  plan  would  be  through  a  combination 

of  school  and  home. 


TABLE   83 MJl'ffiRICAL  AND  PERCEIITAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of    778  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  OPIKIOIIS  EXPRESSED  as  to  the    BEST  SOURCE   0? 
SEX  EDUCATION 

Total  Totaf 

Number  % 


Total 778  _10C^_ 

Home,  parents 

School — elementary  level:  6th  -rade  or  belov; 

School— junior  high  school:  7th,  3th,  9th  grades 

School — senior  high  school:  lOth,  11th  grades 

School — other 

Church 

Clubs 

Private  physician  or  private  clinic 

Free  public  inf orr^iation  service  or  free  clinic 

Other  sources 

No  opinion 


:32 

61.95 

33 

4.24 

27 

3,47 

91 

11.69 

9 

1.15 

8 

1.03 

5 

.64 

21 

2.70 

19 

2.44 

16 

2.05 

67 

8.61 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  6  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are 
not  included  in  this  Table. 


Comparisons 

Comparing  males  v/ith  females   on  the  place  where   sex  education  should 
be   given,  we   discover  that   almost  the  same  percentage   had  no   opinion,    but 
48.29^  of   the   miales   felt  that  home  T/as  the   best  place,  vfhile    70.27^  of  the 
females   gave  this   response.     Of  the  males   32.96,^  felt  that   school  \ms  the 
best  place   and   \o.\%   of  the  females   expressed  this   belief.      In  both  instan- 
ces  the    lOth  and   11th  grades  vrere    given  by  the   greatest  number    of  those 
answering   "School",   as  the   level   on  which  such  education  should  be   given. 
However,   a  much  larger  percent  of  males   than  females   suggested  the  elemen- 
tary and  junior  high  school   levels. 

For  the  total   group  there   seemed  to  be   an  increase   in  the   percent- 
age v^ho  felt  that  home  vra,s  the  best  place   as  the   educational  attain- 
ment increased.     Tf.'hile   the  percentages   giving  junior  high  school  as 
the   proper   level  increased  vri.th  higher   levels   of  educational  attain- 
ment,  the  percentages   giving  high  school  decreased  vd.th  this   advance. 


Summary  and  Conclus_ions 

1)  Approximately  1  out  of  5  l.;e--roos  reached  had  not  completed 
the  7th  grade.  Of  the  remalnir.;:  4,  3  had  completed  grade 
school  or  had  some  hif.h  school  experience,  and  only  1  had 
graduated, 

2)  The  females  had  a  median  grade  attainiaent  of  9.78  grades, 
while  the  males  had  an  attainment  of  only  8.52  grades. 

3)  In  over  50^  of  the  cases  the  reason  given  for  leaving  full- 
time  day  school  vreis  "Lack  of  funds",  but  a  very  significant 
percentage  of  the  girls  v/ere  forced  out  of  school  because  of 
pregnancy. 

4)  The  most  frequent  change  youth  reported  they  would  make,  if 
allovrad  to  repeat  their  school  experience,  was  that  more 
business  training  would  be  taken. 

5)  Only  Afo   are  now  taking  part-tirae  education,  although  90^^ 
expressed  an  interest  in  taking  training  in  some  vocation 
if  this  could  be  arranged  at  suitable  hours  and  without 
cost,  30,3^0  saying  they  vrould  like  to  take  training  for 
domestic  service,  1670  some  forra  of  business  training,  and 
12/?  in  trades  and  crafts. 

6)  Interest  in  non-vocational  education  vra.s  not  so  great,  but 
increased  with  the  educational  level,  although  a  number 
v;ho  had  had  raeagre  schooling  desired  to  complete  grade 
school  or  high  school. 

7)  Half  of  the  males  and  7ao  of  thu  females  felt  that  sex 
education  should  be  given  in  the  home.  For  those  indicat- 
ing school  as  the  best  source,  the  10th  and  11th  grades 
were  stressed. 

From  these  figures  we  must  conclude  that  the  great  majority  of  legro 
youth  in  Dallas  are  educationally  ill-prepared  to  cope  with  the  personal 
and  social  problems  they  face  in  an  urban  society,  and  that  at  present 
there  are  but  few  w]io  are  making  up  for  their  deficiencies. 

Section  4.  Employment  and  Occupation 
Vocati  onal  Guidance 

The  special  attention  which  some  of  the  local  Negro  school  officials 
have  given  to  the  matter  of  vocational  advice  was  revealed  in  responses  to 
our  question: 
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"HAVE  YOU  EVER  RECEIVED  ADVICE  CONCERKIKG  TAHICH 
VOCATIOW  YOU  SHOULD  FOLLOW  FROM  A  PERSON  VfflO 
¥«.S  FAJvIILIAR  V.T:TE  VMIOUS  OCCUPATIOIS  and  ¥i/HO 
m^m  YOUR  ABILITIES?   IF  SO,  GIVE  TFJi;  PRINCIPAL 
SOURCE  of  SUCPI  ADVICE." 

T/hile  over  79fo  of  the  total  group  had  received  no  advice  which  would 
meet  the  test  implied  in  our  question,  15.51^?i  indicated  they  had  received 
advice  of  this  character  from  school  officials. 

Although  we  vdshed  that  some  objective  measure  of  the  value  of  this 
advice  could  be  made,  it  \ms  not  feasible  because  so  many  of  those 
receiving  advice  v/ere  as  yet  in  school  and  had  had  no  chance  to  test  its 
helpfulness,  Tiihen  the  economic  situation  is  such  that  vocational 
opportunities  are  exceedingly  limited  and  tlie  youth  is  in  a  position 
which  makes  it  necessary  that  he  accept  whatever  job  opportunity  he  can 
find,  the  value  of  such  advice  must  be  considered  from  tvio   angles.  First, 
the  limited  number  of  jobs  makes  impossible  much  experimentation  to  dis- 
cover one's  peculiar  ability  and  hence  makes  advice  of  greater  value.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  youth  is  forced  to  accept  the  first  work  he  can 
find,  then  such  advice  has  little  value.  This  limitation  on  the  valtxe  of 
vocational  advice  can  be  overcom.e  only  if  the  youth  does  liave  an  opportun- 
ity to  follow  the  vocation  which  seems  best  for  him.  Possibly  this  can  be 
accomplished  only  by  creating  new  job  opportunities  and  possibly  simply  by 
more  extensive  placement  service.   In  either  instance,  placement  service 
would  be  necessary.  To  go  through  a  process  of  discovering  what  the  youth 
can  do  best  and  would  most  like  to  do  and  then  to  fail  in  directing  or 
aiding  him  to  find  that  kind  of  work  makes  the  first  process  useless. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  reponses  to  this  question  is  found  in 
Table  84, 


-212- 


TABLE    84 NmERICAL  AllD  PSRCiSITAC-E  DISTRIBUTION  of   780  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  EXTEIOT  0?  and   PRINCIPAL  SOURCE   of  VOCATION- 
AL /JDVICE  RECEIVED 


Total  Total 

Number  % 


2 

.25 

2 

.25 

36 

4.61 

1 

.12 

1 

.12 

617 

79.10 

Total L80_  __100^ 

School  official  121     15,51 

Public  employnent  office  official 

Pri-vate  enployment  office  official 

Employer 

Personal  friend 

Service  Club  meiubers  (Lions',  Rotary,  etc.) 

Other 

No  -q-ocational  advice 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  4  riiade  no  response  to  this  question  and  are 
not  included  in  this  Table. 


Employment  Status 

One  of  the  questions  asbed  very  early  in  the  interview  vreis  intended 
to  disclose  the  employment  status  of  the  youth.  He  was  asked  to  base 
his  statement  upon  the  seven  days  preceding  the  interview  and  report 
whether  he  was  employed  full  time,  partially,  on  relief,  unemployed,  not 
employed  (in  this  instance,  signifying  a  person  neither  working  nor  desir- 
ing Yz-ork),  still  in  school,  or,  if  a  girl,  occupied  vrlth   home  duties. 

Of  the  total  -roup  reached  19,64;"o  Vfore  still  in  school,  while  only 
17,54:;o  were  employ-;d  50  or  more  ho-ars  per  -vroek.  Grouping  the  partially 
employed  group,  those  at  work  on  public  work  projects,  and  those  unemploy- 
ed bo.table  and  vdlling  to  v/ork,  we  find  38.12?^  unsatisfactorily  employed. 
The  size  of  this  group  vir.doubtedly  does  much  to  determine  the  habits, 
actions  (especially  those  classed  as  delinquent),  and  thinking  in  each 
Area,  and  as  the  proportion  varies  considerably,  we  present  here,  by 
^\roas  of  Investigation,  the  percentage  of  youth  vrho  are  unemployed,  par- 
tially employed,  and  employed  on  governmcait  work  projects  i 
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All  38.12 

13  52.03 

14  46.86 
10  45.25 

7  34.25 

12  31,92 

All  Others  24,65 

The   complete   tabulation  of  responses   from  which  this   suuinary  is 

made   is   presented   in  Table   85. 

TABLE   85 NUMERICAL  AND  PERCEIITAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of   784  KCGRO  YOUTH 

ACCORDING  TO  EllPLOYlvlENT   STATUS   DURING  7  DAYS  PRIOR  to 

INTERVIET/Y 

Total  Total 

N\imber  % 


Total 784 100^_ 

Gainfully  employed   30  or  more  hours  136  17.34 
Gainfully  employed  at   least  5  and   less   than 

30  hours  67  8.54 

Gainfully  employed  on  public  work  relief  projects  25  3.18 
Unemployed:   able  and  willing;   no  vrorlc  at  all   or 

vrarked   less  than  5   hours  207  26,40 

Not  employed:    ill  health  or   other  disabilities  19  2,42 
Not  employed:    on  vacation;    job  promised;    started 

work  this  i=reek  23  2.93 

Not   gainfully  employed:    occupied  with  home   duties  144  18,36 

Not  employed:   does  not  v;-ant   or  need  vrork  9  1,14 
Not  employed:   able  to  work;    faniily  objection 

Full-time   day  school  students 154  19*64 


Comparisons 

Feeling  that  each  of  these  states  of  full  or  partial  employment,  of 
unemployment,  of  being  in  school,  or  of  being  a  homeraaker  or  housevrLfe, 
etc,  might  be  the  result  of  certain  past  experiences  of  education  or 
envirorjiient  or  might  exist  in  connection  with  such  factors,  or  that  occu- 
pational status  might  deterraine  interests  and  recreations,  ■vve  compared  the 
answers  of  each  of  these  groups  on  the  more  significant  items  covered  by 
our  Schedule, 
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Comparing  first  the  tvro  mors   significant   groups,   those   employed   30 

or  more   hours   per  v.'sek,   and  those   employed   less   than  30  hours  per  week  but 

seeking  full-time  employment   (including  the   totally  unemployed,   part-time 

employed  and  those   on  public  work  projects),  we   discovered  that  the 

employed  group  was   slightly  older,      The   figures   given  in  Table   86  are   for 

each  three-year  age-group, 

TABLE   86 ^MEDIM  AGE  and  PERCEIITAGE  by  AGE  GROUP  of  THOSE  EMPLOYED 

FULL  THE  and  THOSE  ElffLOYED  LESS  IMM  FULL  TB.IE 


Emploji'ed  More   Than 

Employed  Less   Than 

School  Students, 

50  Hours  Per  Vfeek 

30  Hours  Per  Week, 

Kousevri-ves,   and 

but  Seeking  Employ- 

Others Mot  Seek- 

ment 

ing  Employment 

Median  Age 21.75   Years 20.54  Years 18.58  Years 

16-18  Years         16,91^  19.40^  63.69^ 

19-21  Years        36,03)1  39.47^  24. 5C^ 

22-24  Years        47,06f.  41. M>^  11.80^ 


Comparing  the   sar;ie   groups,  vre  find  distinctive   differences   because 
of  sex.     For  the   group  employed  more  than  30  hours  per  week,  the   per- 
centage  of  males   is   50.75;^  and  of  females  49, 2G^.     For  the   group 
seeking  work,   but  not  employed  as  much  as   30  hours  per  week,   the 
percentage   is  40,81^  for  mjales  and  59.19>'o  for  females,   shovd.ng  that 
the  males  have   an  advantage   in  finding  work. 

lYe   compared  these   same   groups   on  the  basis   of  educational   level  and 

considered  all  "vvho  had  not  finished  the   6th  grade   as   one   category  and 

find  that  the  median  grade   attained  by  the   eii^jloyed  group   is   10,05   grades, 

while   for  the   group  employed   less  thxi.n  30  hours   it   is   only  7.9   grades. 

These   figures   seen  conclusive   evidence   that  education  is  an  asset   in 

obtaining  employment.     The  point   is,  we   feel,   sufficiently  vital  to  merit 

more   detailed  exploration.     Two  methods   of  presenting  the   same  basic 

figures  throv;  light   on  the   subject.     Dividing  those   in  the   labor  market 

into  tliree   groups   on  the  basis   of  educational  attainment,  we  find  the 

follOTYing  percentages   of  employed  and  unemployed  from  each  group i 
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Hierhest   Grade    Success-  __      ^         , 

fully  Passed  Full-Time  Employed     _  Kot  Fully  J^m^.^oje,^, 


19.61  80.83 

35.24  64.74 


6th  grade   or   less 
7th,    6th,   9th,   or   10th 

grade 
11th  grade   or  beyond  37.14  62.86 

These   figures   show  that  the  high  school  graduate   or  college 
student  has   almost  tvri.ce   as    good  a   cliance  as  the   grade   school   student 
to   obtain  employment.      In  spite   of  this,   the   high   school   graduate's 
chances   of  being  employed  are   only  about   2  out   of  5. 

By  dividing  the  employed  and  unemployed   into   segments  according 

to  the  highest   school   level  reached,  vre   get  a  further  comparison  of 

the   educational  composition  of  these  two   groups.     These  percentages, 

which   show  that  53.5irb  of  those   employed   less  than  30  hours  a  week  have 

only  8th  grade  education  or   less,  while   37.5^0  of  the   employed  have    8th 

grade   educations   or   less,   are   presented   in  Table   37. 

TABLE  87— EERCEIITAGS  DISTRIBUTIOil  of  GROUP  ELIPLOYED  ^0  or  MORE  HOURS 
PER  Yv-EEK  and  of  GROUP  EI-PLCYED  LESS  THAl^^  30  HOURS  P^R  VffiEK 
by  HIGHEST  GRiJ)E   LZVEL  SUCCESSFULLY  PASSED 


Kir^-hest  Grade   Success"~mployed  30  or  More     Employed  I^ss  than  30 
"  fully  Passed Hours  per  Yfeek Hours  per  Week 

Less  than  6th  grade  9.56 

6th  grade  7,35 

7th  grade  11.77 

8th  grade  8,82 

9th   grade  11«77 

10th  grade  22.06 
11th  grade    (High  School 

graduate)  22.7^ 

1  year  beyond  High  School  .74 

2  or  3  years  beyond  High 
School 

4  or  more  years  beyond  High 

School 
Graduate  level  


16, 

.50 

16. 

.16 

8. 

.75 

10. 

.10 

13. 

.47 

13, 

.81 

13 

.13 

3 

.37 

2.21  4.04 

1.47  1.01 

1.47  _j.34_ 
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The  figures  in  the  Table  reveal  very  definitely  that  no  given  level 
of  education  guarantees  the  Negro  youth  satisfactory  employncnt,  in  spite 
of  its  very  evident  aid  in  obtaining  it. 

A  second  value  of  the  Table  lies  in  its  usefulness  as  a  basis  in 

planning  training  programs  for  the  unemployed  group,  for  with  almost 

one -third  having  only  a  6th  grade  education  or  less,  training  program 

must  be  adapted  to  this  background. 

I'lo  very  significant  differences  in  reasons  given  for  stopping 
full-time  day  school  were  discovered  for  these  various  occupational 
groups,  except  that  proportionately  more  of  the  number  employed  on 
relief  projects  stopped  school  because  they  could  not  afford  to  con- 
tinue than  did  any  other  group.  Of  course,  all  those  who  were  at 
vrork  on  public  relief  projects  answered  affirmatively  to  the  ques- 
tion, "Has  your  family  received  relief  during  the  past  year?".   In 
spite  of  the  fact  that  v/e  excluded  from  consideration  as  relief  the 
IWA  Student  Program,  vre  found  that  a  greater  percentage  of  the  group 
in  school  came  from  families  wrho   had  received  relief  during  the  past 
year  than  did  any  other  group.  The  smallest  percentage  receiving 
relief  vrere  the  homeraakers  and  housewives.  The  groups  unemployed 
and  not  employed  because  of  ill  health  or  because  they  did  not  vtsont 
or  need  work  showed  almost  the  same  percentage  receiving  relief  as 
did  the  students,  these  percentages  being  between  21.05°^  and  22,74>^t 
Each  of  the  groups  employed  full  time,  part  time,  and  on  vacation 
reported  betvreen  12.12^J  and  13, 25-;^  receiving  relief. 

Occupations  of  Employed  Group 

Grouping  those  who  vrere  unemployed,  in  full-time  day  school,  or 

homem.akers  into  a  single  category.  Table  88  shows  the  occupations  of 

the  Negro  youth  interviev/ed. 


•aif: 
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3— ^ITOlvffiPJCAL  MD  HiJRCEKTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of   783  NEGRO  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  PRESENT  GAEIFUL  OCCUPATION 


Total 


Professional 

Administrative,  managerial 
Sales 
Clerical 
Service 
Skilled 
Semi-skilled 
Unskilled 

State    or  Federal  v/ork  relief  project 
Occupations  not  else\i4iere   classifiable 
Not  om.ployed:   full-time   students,   homemakers, 
unemplo3/-ed 


783 


6 

.76 

1 

.12 

g 

1,14 

7 

.89 

111 

14.17 

3 

.38 

21 

2.68 

43 

5.49 

25 

3.19 

1 

.12 

556 

71.00 

Of  the   Ne^ro  youth,   1  riade   no  responc 
included  in  this   Table, 


to  this   question  and   is  not 


Comparisons 

If  we   consider   only  those  vri. th  gainful   occupations,   itb   have  the 
following  percentages   for  the   total  group  and  for  males   and  fei.iales: 

Total         Male  Female 


100.00     100.00 


100.00 


48.90 

20.79 

70,63 

13.94 

40.59 

1.58 

11,01 

4,95 

15.87 

9.25 

19,60 

.79 

3.96 

7,92 

.79 

3.09 

- 

5.55 

2.64 

.99 

3.77 

1.31 

2.94 

- 

Totally  gainfully  occupied 

Domestic   service 
Unskilled   labor 
Relief 
Semi-skilled 
Sales 
Clerical 
Professional 
Skilled  labor 


We   compared  the  highest  grade  attained  by  all  those  working  in 
each  of  the   occupations.     The   groups   in  this   case  were   exceedingly 
small.     Nevertheless,  vre   find  that  all  v/ho  stopped   school  before 
completing  the   10th  grade  were   employed   in  just  three   types   of  v/ork: 
domestic   service,   unskilled   labor,  and  semi-skilled   labor.     For  the 
10th  grade   group,   27  were   engaged  in  these  pursuits,  while    3  follov;-- 
ed  some   other  occupation.     For  the    11th  grade   group,    23  were   engaged 
in  these   occupations,  v.hilo    8  follovred  some   other.     For  the  group  v/ho 
had  completed   one   or  more  years   of  college,   2  were  engaged  in  domestic 
service   and  6  follovred   some    other   occupation. 
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If  one  may  draw  conclusions   froM  so   sj.iall  a  number,   it   seems  that 
formal  schooling   o£  less  than  10th  3r1.de   completion  is   of  little 
assistance   in  opening  occupatior-.al  o\."/ortu:iity,  v;hile   such  oppor- 
tunities  steadily  increase  with  advancement  beyond  this   point,   but 
there   remains   a  very  sizable  nuraber   of  high   school  graduates  and 
even  of  those  with  some   college  training  who,   if  they  find  positions, 
find  them  only  in  domestic   service   or  in  the   fields   of   semi-skilled 
and  -unskilled   labor. 

Considering  the  major  occupational  groups,  we   find  that   33,63;?  of 
those   engaged   in  domestic    service  would   like   to  take  vocational  training 
in  domestic   and  personal  service,  vrtiile  53.63/?  vrould    like  to   study  for 
some  other  field   of  work,   the    largest   division  being  the    20,9^  who  would 
like   to   study  typing  and  stenography.     We   also  find   th^t   of  the  -unskilled 
group,   6,97/0  would   like  to  take  training  for  domestic   service   and  4-4,19^ 
in  trades   or  crafts. 
Lapse   of  Time   Betvreen  School  and  First  Permanent  Job  _ 

In  seeking  the    lapse    of  time   between  school  and  the   first  permanent 

job,  we   foimd  that  many  of  those  v/ho  had  done   some   domestic   service   as 

part-time  work  during  their   school  days   conbinued   in  these   jobs   for  a 

longer  period  than  three  months  after   leaving  school,  which  accounts   in 

large  measure   for  the  almost   70^  who   secured  full-time  employment  during 

the    six  months   period  after   leaving   school. 

Only  llfo  of  the   total  group   of  535  who  actually  iira.nted  full-time 
employment  had  failed  to   seciire  at   least   one   job  at   some  time, 
although  almost  4/o  had  looked  for  vrork  for  more   than  inro  years. 
The   degree   of  unemployment  and  the  high  number  who  have  had   some 
vrork  experience   indicate  a  high  labor  turn-over  and  ho\T  insecure 
these   jobs   in  the  past  have  been. 

The  tabulation  of  responses  to   our  question: 

"HOY/  OTCH  THE  ELAPSED  3Er/JEEN  LEAVIIIG  FULL-TIME 
DAY  SCHOOL  and  OBTAIIIIIIG  YOUE  FIRST  FULL-TDffi  EM- 
PL0Y1.:E1IT   of  more  THAII  three  MONTHS'   DURATION?" 

is  presented  in  Table   89, 


cfcl-  &a9aac!rtb'^  ;i- 
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TABIiJ   89 limERICAL  MD  PERCEKTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  535  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  TE.ffi  ELAPSING  BETl'C^EN   LEAVING  FULL-TI15E  DAY 
SCHOOL  and  OBTAEin.G  FIRST  FULL-TILIE  EMPLOYlvENT  OF  MORE 
TKAN  THREE  MONTHS'   DURilTION 


Total  Total 

Niunber  % 


Total 


535  100^ 


Secured  such  eiuplojment  mthin  6  months 
Secured   such  employment  within  6-12  months 
Secured   such  employment  mthin  12-18  months 
Secured   such  employment  vnthin  18-24  months 
Secured   such  employment,   but  not  vri.thin  2  year 
Has  never   secured  such  employment,   has  been 

seeking  less  than  6  months  12  2.24 


368 

68.78 

42 

7.85 

25 

4.67 

9 

1.69 

32 

5.98 

Has  never   secured   such  employment,   has  been 

seeking  6-12  months 
Has  never  secured   such  employtient,   has  been 

seeking   12-18  montlis 
Has  never   secured  such  employment,   has  been 


seeking  6-12  months  1*  2.61 

1  employtient,   has  been 
seeking   12-18  montlis  1°  ^'^^ 


seeking  18-24  months  2  .37 

Has  never  secured  such  employraent,   has  been 

seeking  more   than  2  years . 21 ^^3_.^9_2__ 

■*   Of  the   Negro  youth,   4  made   no  response   to  this  question;    245  are 
still  in  full-time   day  school   or  have  never  needed  or  -wanted  full- 
time   employm.ent;   these   figures   are  not   included   in  this  Table, 


Comparisons 

Again  vre  find  that  the  males  liad  an  advantage  in  finding  employ- 
ment, for  76,05?^  who  sought  full-time  employment  received  their  first 
jobs  within  sir.  months  of  the  ti:fTB  they  left  school,  while  63.75fo  of 
the  females  were  able  to  secure  full-tine  jobs  v;ithin  the  six  months. 
An  additional  13.13:1  of  the  m.ales  received  their  first  full-time  jobs 
only  after  T,Txiting  a  period   of  from  six  months  to  more   than  tvro  years. 

Of  the  females   23. 75;=  vrere  forced  to  v/ait  from  six  months   to  more 
than  two  years.     He   find  7.93;a  of  the  males  who   sought  work  have 
never  had  full-time   jobs  even  though  they  have  been  waiting  m  half 
of  these   cases  more   than  eighteen  months.      Of  the  females   12.5^o  who 
were   actively  seeking  full-tim.e  employm.ent  have   never  received  a 
permanent   job. 
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We   find  that  educational  attaininent,  while    it   seened  to   shorten 
to   sorae   degree   the   period   of  miting,  was   no   guarantee   that  any  perman- 
ent work  would  be   found,   for   some  who  had  been  seeking  work  for  more 
than  two  years  Y.athout  finding  it  had  had  from  one  to  four  years   of 
college, 

Azi  example    of  this  might  be  taken  from  the   Recreation  Project 
of  the  Works  Progress  Adi^iinistration  carried   on  from  February  - 
November,    1936.     Of  the  53  workers   (during  October  1936)  who  had 
been  hired  from  relief  rolls,   13  vrere  Kegroes.     All  vrere  high 
school  graduates,    2  with  one   year  of  college,   4  mth  two  years, 
and  5  had  three  years   of  college,   a  median  of   1.75  years   Ox 
college.     Y^liite  workers   showed  a  median  educational   level  ol    6,liD 
years    of  high  school. 

Principal  Reason  for  Unerap loymervt 

The   question  asking  each  youth  to   :,ive  us  what  he   considered  the 
principal  reason  for  his   unemplo^ient  excluded  from  tabulation  reasons 
which,   although  secondary,  might  have   only  slightly  lesser  importance 
tlian  the    one   given.      The   question,   ho.vever,   has  much  value,  we  believe, 
as  an  index  to  the   youth's   ovm  thinlcing.     For  example,    if  he  believes 
that  his  unemployment   is  principally  due  to  factors   over  which  he   has 
no  control,   his   reactions  are  most   likely  to  be   a  feeling   of  helpless- 
ness  and  an  acceptance   of  the   situation  mth  or  .vithout  a  certain 
amount   of  day-dreaming  or,   perlmps,   resentment.     On  the   other  hand,   if 
he  attributes  his  unemployment  principally  to   some   personal  inadequacy, 
he   is  more   likely  to  respond  to  an  opportunity  and  a  stimulation  to 
overcome  that  handicap.      By  grouping  the   responses  we  received  under 
Uro  headings,   unemployment  due   to  the  limitations   of  the  numter,   kind, 
or  compensation  of  jobs,    or  other  factors   over  which  he   feels  he   has 
no  control,   and  unemployment  due   to  personal   inadequacy,  vxe   get  the 
follovri-ng  percentages: 
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Unenploirrnent  due  to  number,   kind   or  compensa- 
tion of  jobs,   etc,  72.21 
Unemployment  due  to  personal  inadequacy  25.19 
Unemployment  due  to  unassignable   factors  2,60 

The   fact  that  mth  no  more   training  than  they  have,    74.79,;o  of  this 
group  have  held  at   least   one   job   of  three  months' duration  gives  much 
validity  to  their  reasoning  that  their  unemployment  is  primarily  due  to 
factors  v;hich  they  cannot  control, 

IHvo  cases   illustrate  how  race  feeling   or  treatment   limits  employ- 
ment:     the   first   is   tliat   of  an  unemployed   24-year-old  :Ti8.1e  vrho   says: 

"I  am.  a  motion  picture   operator.     They  don't  permit  Negroes 
to   fill   such  jobs  in  Texas.      I  can't   join  the  Union  because 
of  my  color." 

The   second  is  that   of  a   19-year-old  boy  -vTho   completed  the   9th  grade: 

"I  was  em.ploy©d  at  the     _         _  _  T^^-pewriting  Company.      The 
same  time   I  T:as   gix'-en  a  job,   a  white   boy  was  also  hired, 
Tfe  iTOre  to  i-iorlz  together  delivering  and   sharing  all  the 
other  duties.     The   other  boy  would   sit  down  and  give  me 
orders  and  not  do  his   share.     He  was  being  paid  ^?12.00  a 
vreek  and   I  vra,s  being  paid  §7,00  a  week,      I  did  not  quit 
because   I  wanted  to  shirk  my  duties,   but   it   seemed   so  xm- 
fair." 

A  more   complete   tabulation  of  responses   is   shavm  in  Table   90, 

TABLE   90 irailERICAL  AIJD  PERCEilTAGE  DI3TRIBUTI01I  df   234  IIEGRO  YOUTHS- 
ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON  GIVEN  FOR  BEING  UN"EMPL0YED 

—  Total  Total 

Number  % 


Total 


Unem.ployed:  wages  are  too   low 

Unemployed:   no  available   jobs   of  kind  desired 

Unemployed:   no  available   jobs—reasons   other 

than  3   or  4 
Unemployed:    lack  of  training 
Unemployed:    lack  of  experience 
Unemployed:    lack  of  training  and  experience 
Unemp 1 oye d:    other  reasons 


234               lOOfo 

59 

25.21 

51 

21.79 

59 

25.21 

20 

8.54 

5 

2.13 

13 

5.55 

27 

11,53 

*  Of  the   Negro  youth,    64  made  no  response  to  this   question;    307  are 
full-time  day  school  students   or  employed;    142  are   homemakers   or 
housemvesj    21  are  physically  unable  t©  work;   and  16  do  not  Trajat 
or  need  v/orkj   these   figures  are  not  included  in  this   Table. 
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Compa.risons 


We  find  some  significant  variations  betv;een  the  responses  given  by 
the  two  sexes  as  to  reasons  for  being  uiiemployed.   Of  the  males  16,86/'? 
reported  their  uneTaploymont  was  due  to  the  fact  that  wages  vrere  too  lov/j 
v/hile  29.1/J  of  the  females  reported  this  as  the  cause.   This  may  be  ex- 
plained in  part  by  the  fact  that  domestic  service  constitutes  the  only 

occupational  outlet  for  so  many  females  and  the  wages  are  exceedingly 

1 
low  as  shovm  in  the  section  on  Wage  and  Hours. 

Of  the  males  27,71^  reported  their  unemployment  due  to  the  fact 
that  there  were  no  jobs  of  the  kind  desired  and  36,14^  gave  as 
their  reason  that  there  vrere  no  jobs  of  any  sort.  Of  the  females, 
on  the  other  hand,  18,65>t  reported  there  -vrere  no  jobs  of  the  kind 
desired  and  17.91^  tliat  there  vrere  no  jobs.  Of  the  females,  19,39^ 
reported  their  unemployraent  was  due  either  to  lack  of  training, 
lack  of  experience,  or  a  combination  of  these  factors,  while  15,64^ 
of  the  males  reported  this  as  the  cause. 

Comparing  the  various  educational  levels  for  the  reasons  assigned  to 
unemployment,  vre  find  that  of  the  group  vdio  failed  to  graduate  from 
grammar  school,  18.91f^,  of  those  v/ho  graduated  from  grammar  school  but 
did  not  complete  high  school,  22,22^o,  and  of  those  who  graduated  from 
high  school  or  vrent  to  college  one  year,  8,32^,  gave  as  the  reason  an 
insufficiency  of  training,  experience,  or  a  combination  of  these.  None 
of  those  vfith  two  or  more  years  of  college  gave  this  reason. 
Placement  and  Guidance  Service  Received 

From  the  ansvrers  to  our  question  on  the  extent  to  which  youth  had 
registered  at  free  employment  offices,  and  received  placements  through 
such  channels,  vre  construct  Tables  on  two  bases.  First,  for  the  total 
group  we  vrere  able  to  measure  the  extent  of  use  of  such  services,  and 


1,  Part  Fourteen, 
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find  that   2   out   of  every  9  youth  registered,   but   only  1   out  of  13,    or 

slightly  less   than  1   out  of  every  3  v.'ho  registered,   received  a  placement. 

The  number  and  percentage  who  registered  and  the  type   of  service   they 

received  are   shovm  in  Table   91, 

TABLE   91 ]\]mEHICAL  A2ID  PERCEI'ITAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of   784  NEGRO  YOUTH 

ACCORDIKG  TO  REGISTRATION  AT  and   SERVICES  FROM  A  FREE 
El£PLOYIffiNT  OFFICE  DURING  the    n'ffiLVE  MONTHS  PRIOR  to   INTER- 
VIElfY 


Total 


Total  ■  ■ 
Number 

Total 

784 

loaji 

607 
8 

77.42 
1,02 

108 

37 

18 

1 

5 

13.77 

4.71 

2.29 

.12 

.63 

•  — 

- 

Not  registered 

Registered — recieved  guidance  only 

Registered— received  neither  guidance  nor 

placement 
Registered — one  placement 
Registered — tvro  placements 
Registered — three  placements 
Registered — fovu-  or  more  placements 
Registered — other 


If  we  use  as  a  base  only  the  338  who  vrere  neither  homemakers, 
in  school,  nor  fully  employed  during  the  past  year,  we  find  that 
the  nximber  registering  (177)  constitutes  45,62^  and  that  the  num- 
ber (61)  receiving  placements  constitutes  15,72^, 

Reasons  for  Not  Having  Registered 

Our  next  inquiry  v.us  to  detennine  why  youth  had  not  registered  in 

larger  numbers  for  these  free  services.   Considering  only  those  who  had 

been  imoccupied  during  the  year,  we  found  an  astonishing  proportion 

(28,270)  who  did  not  know  of  the  existence  of  such  services,  Tvfo   responses 

which  seem  to  differ  only  in  degree  were  "Considered  agency  ineffective" 

and  "Preferred  commercial  agency  or  to  get  ovm.   job",  for  this  preference 

appeared  in  most  cases  to  be  derived  from  some  feeling  that  the  free  agency 

would  not  get  the  youth  the  kind  of  job  he  v^anted,  or  v/ould  by  some  means 
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lower  his   oivn  self -respect ,      The  niunbcr  ,.;ivin[j  one   of  these   responses 

amounts  to  46.14vb  of  the   unoccupied   ^roup  who  had  not  registered. 

In  connection  with  these   figures,    it   should  be  remembered  that 
most   of  the   occupational  opportunities   for  llegroes  are   in  domestic 
service   and  that   it   is  a  very  common  procedure   for  a  housewife  who 
needs   additional  maid   service  to  ask  the   colored  person  whom  she 
knows  to   send  someone.      In  this  way  most  such  jobs  are   secured 
Tdthout  passing  tlirough  any  formal  channels.     Ytoile  true   of  the 
domestics  that  this  kindly  and   friendly  service   is   given  vdthout 
charge,   an  almost  vicious   system  operates   in  regard  to   some   of  the 
professional  positions  which  are   open.      In  the   public    schools,   for 
example,   some   of  the  principals  whose   advice   is   sought  by  the   As- 
sistant  Superintendent   in  iTiaking  final   selections   of  teachers   often 
hold  this  pot-rer   over  the  heads   of  prospective  teachers  and  extract 
in  one  ■vra.y  or  another  a  retxarn  for  nominating  them.      In  addition  to 
this,   a  recent  move   to   solidify  the  Negro  vote  has  established  con- 
trols  over  public   jobs   and  political   loyalty  is  the   first  requisite. 

The   tabulation  of  reasons   given  for  not  registering  with  a  free 

employment   office   by  those   -wiio  had  need   of   service,   but  did  not   do   so, 

is   shovm  in  Table   92. 

TABLE   92 lIUl.IErj.CAL  iillD  PERCE13TAGE  DIST.^ilBUTIOlI  of   182  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING   TO  PRIIICIPAL  REASOII  Gr.'LI'J  FOR  NOT  HAVING  REGIS- 
TERED at  A  FREE  EaPLOYl-.SlIT   CFI  ICE  DURING  THE  T\'ELVE  MONTHS 
PRIOR  to   INTERVIEY; 


Total ~  '    ' Total 
Number  % 


Total 182  100$;^ 

Preferred  comiviercial  agency  or  to  get  ovai  job 

Did  not  know  there  was  a  free  agency 

Neglectj  do  not  know  why 

Family  objection 

Too  young 

Did  not  want  a   job 

Considered  agency  ineffective 

No  use   since  t  lie  re  were   no  jobs 

Other  reasons 

*   Of'the  Negro  youth,    29  made  no  response  to  this   questionj    177  had 
registered;    396  had  been  employed  the   full  period,  vrere   in  school, 
or  were  homemakers   or  housevrivesj   these   figures   are   not  included 
in  this   Table. 


57 

31.31 

51 

28.02 

24 

13.18 

1 

,55 

1 

.55 

9 

4.94 

27 

14.83 

5 

2.75 

7 

3.84 

-225- 
Sixtmnary  and   Conclusions 

1)  79^  of  the   group  had  never  received  vocational  advice, 

2)  Of  the   total  group,    19.64^  irere    still  in  school,    17,34^ 
■vrere   employed  more   than  30  hours   a  week,   and  38,12$^ 
Yrere   seeking  full-time   employment,   hut  were   either  un- 
employed,  employed  part-time,   or  working  on  government 
relief  projects. 

3)  Dividing  the  gainfully  employed   (including  full-time, 
part-time,   and  relief  work)   on  the  basis   of  sex,  we 
find:    70^  of  the   females  viere  working  in  domestic   ser- 
vice and   20fo  of  the  males  were   so  engaged;   40.5^  of 
the  males  were  engaged  in  unskilled   labor  and   22.7^  in 
skilled   or   semi-skilled   labor;    the  number  engaged  in 
any  business   occupation  vra.s   limited  and  the   percentage 
in  the  professions  vra,s  negligible, 

4)  11^  of  the   group   seeking  full-time   employraent  had 
never  received  it,   although  Afo  had  been  looking  for 
viTork  more  than  two  years, 

5)  Loy;- wages,    lack  of  desirable   Jobs,    lack  of  jobs   of  any 
sort  were   given  by  71^  of  the   group  as  their  reasons 
for  being  unemployed. 

6)  45^  of  the  total  group  needing  full-time   employment 
registered  at  a  free   employment   office,   but   of  the 
group  Yirho  did  register,   only  34>  received  a  placement. 

These   figures   shovr  that   over   one-third   of  the  Negro   group  Yrere,   at 

the   time    of  tlie   intervieYv,   unsatisfactorily  em.ployed.     Vfliile  education 

has  had   some  advantages   in  decreasing  the    lapse   of  time   betYreen  school 

and  Y/ork,   a   sizeable   percentage   of  those   from  every  grade   level  remained 

unemployed  and  for  those   employed,  Yre   find  a  great  majority,   even  of 

high  school  graduates,   engaged   in  unskilled  and  domestic   service. 

Section  5.     Health 
From  Table    85   showing  employment   status  during  the    seven  days 
preceding  the    interview,    it  can  be   seen  that   2.42;^  were  not  esiployed 
because   of  their   ill  health  or   other  disability,   and   from  Table   76 
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that  among  the   reasons   given  for   leaving  school,    2.69^^  gave    some   condi- 
tion of  ill  health.      Our  Schedule   contained  other  questions  laore   directly- 
related  to  health  conditions,    bhs   first   being  concerned  with  the   numher 
who  had  received  health  exaiainations   during  the  year  prior  to  the   interview. 

Table   93   shows  the   niimber  and  percentage   receiving  or  not   receiving 
such  examinations,   the  percentage   for  the  total  group  being  15,81^  iiAio  had 
received  e xaminat ions, 

TABLE   93 NUIJIERICAL  AHD  PERCE])ITAGE  DISTRIBUTIOl'J   of   784  NEGRO  YOUTH 

ACCORDING  TO  ROUTIITE  JSDICAL  EXAMINATION  RECEIVED   or  NOT 
RECEn'"ED  DTJRING  TKii  T\7ELVE  MONTHS  PRIOR  to   INTSRVIEViT 


Total 

Number 

Total 

Total 

784 

100^ 

Received  medical  examination 

Did  not  receive  medical  examination 

124 
660 

15.81 
34.18 

Vfe  vrere   also   interested  in  the   conscious  need  this  group   felt  for 
medical  attention.      In  all,    some   23,06/^o  said  that  they  had  felt  a  need  for 
this   sei-vice.      Of  the   group  who   said  they  needed  medical  attention  6,9% 
failed  to  receive   it  because  they  could  not  afford   such  service.      In  Area 
10,    17.39)^  and   in  Area  13,    23.81>o  failed  to  receive  medical  attention  for 
which  they  felt   a  need,    because   they   could  not  afford   it. 

Cases  vjere  found  in  which  religion  prevented  aclniovicledgment  of  need 
for  medical  attention.  For  example,  one  17-year-old  girl  vrLth  a  serious 
disease  vra-s  being  prayed  for  every  night,   but  had  no  medical  attention. 

Of  medical  care   received,   almost   exactly  50%  was   either  in  part   or 
in  whole   received  through  a  free   or  charitable   source.      In  some  Areas  the 
amount   received  through  charitable   sources  was  almost  three  times   that 
received   from  other   sources. 
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Figures  showing  the  extent  of  conscious  need  for  medical  attention, 

and  the  reason  for  not  having  receiTed  it,  or  the  source  from  which  it 

was  received  are  presented  in  Table  94. 

TABLE  94 IHHvERICAL  MD  PERCEilTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  777  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  MEDICAL  SERVICES  (exclusive  of  medical  exam- 
ination) RECEIVED  or  NOT  RECEIVED  DURING  THE  TVffiLVE 
MONTHS  PRIOR  to  INTERVIE\Y 

Total     Total 

Ni.unber      % 


559 

71.94 

15 

1.93 

3 

.39 

28 

3,60 

16 

2.05 

100 

12.87 

38 

4.89 

16 

2.06 

Total 777 100)^ 

No  medical  attention  -  no  need 

No  medical  attention  -  could  not  afford 

No  medical  attention  -  other  reasons 

Free  clinic 

Free   hospital   care 

Private  physician,    specialist,   private   hospital 

care 
Private  physician  and  free   hospital  care 
Private  physician  and  free   clinic 
Private   nurse   or  midTri.fe   only 

Other  medical   services 2    .26 

*   Of  tlie  Negro  youth,    7  "nacie  no  response  to  this   question  and  are  not 

included   in  this   Table. 


Almost  equally  revealing  are   the   results   obtained  from  our  questions: 

"HAVE  YOU  EVER  BEEN  TO  A  DENTIST?    IF  SO,  YJIiEN 
DID  YOU  LAST  GO?     YfiiAT  \lkS>  THE   PREJCIPAL  REASON 
FOR  GOING  or  NOT  GOING  TO  A  DENTIST  DURING  TEE 
PAST   12  MONTHS?" 

Vfe   found  that  52,88/o  had  never  been  to  a  dentist  and  an  additional 
21.49/^  had  not  been  in  the    last  year,  while   only  25.57^-o  had  actually  seen 
a  dentist  during   the  sam.o   period.      Only   5.58^   go  to  a  dentist   once   a  year 
because   of  a   schedule   habit. 

The   complete  tabxilation  of  responses  to  this  question  is  given  in 
Table   95. 


TABLE  95— IIUMERICjIL  MD  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  781  lEGRO  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON  GIVEN  for  GOING  or  NOT  GO- 
ING TO  A  DENTIST  DURING  THE  Ti-IELYE   MONTHS  PRIOR  TO  INTER- 
VIEVf 

Total     Total 
Number      % 

Total  781      lOa^ 


Went  because  of  need 

Yfent  because  of  schedule  habit:  goes  regularly 

at  least  once  a  year 
Yfent J  sent  by  school 
Went,  sent  by  employer,  CCC  officials 
Went,  other  reasons 
Did  not  go,  no  need 
Did  not  go,  could  not  afford 
Did  not  go,  fear 
Did  not  go,  neglect 
Did  not  go,  other  reasons 

Never  have  been  (regardless  of  reason) 413 52»S8 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  5  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not 

included  in  this  Table, 


Comparisons 


28 

3.58 

1 

.12 

. 

- 

7 

,89 

104 

13.31 

23 

2.94 

3 

.38 

38 

4.86 

jmpi 


Comparing  the   sexes  to  discover  the  differences   in  their  health 
habits,  we   find,    first   in  regard  to  the  matter   of  health  examinations, 
that   20.06;^  of  the  males  and   13,48^  of  the   females   had  had  health 
examinations   in  the   past  year.     Of  the  m^les   81.63;'^  reported  no  con- 
scious need   of  medical  attention  during  the  past  year  as   compared  to 
65,975^  of  the   females. 

For  each  advancing  ediicational   level,  we   discover  that  there   is  a 
slight  but  steady  increase   in  the  number   of  medical  exaiTiinations   re- 
ceived.    The  degree   of  sickness  remained  approximately  the   same, 

Turr-ing  to  dental  habits,  we   find  that   of  the  males   57,62;'^  had 
never  been  to  a   dentist,  while   50,1/i  of  the   fema,les   had  never  been. 
An  additional   18,29/^  of  the  males  had  not  been  to  a  dentist  vri.thin  the 
past  year,  while   an  additional   23,28;?o  of  the  females  had  not. 
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Comparing  the  educational   levels,  vre   find  a  narked  decrease   in  the 
percentage  i/.ho  have  never  visited  a  dentist  vrlth  each  advance   in  education- 
al attainment.      The  percentage  T.ho  had  not,   nevertheless,   amounted  to 
32.14^  of  those  \Tho  had  graduated  from  high  school   or  gone  beyond. 

In  checking  the  employment  status,  v.-e   find  that  vrhile   19   of  the 
total   group   intervievred  had  reported  tiiat  thoy  v/ere  unable  to  work  during 
the   past  vreelc  because   of  illness,    only   10   of  this    group  had  received 
medical  care,    5    giving  as   their  reason  that  they  felt  no  need   for   such 
care,   and  4  felt  they  did  need   such  care,   but   could  not  afford   it.     This 
group,  Miile    small,    gives  vreight  to  the    idea  that   although  illness  may 
be   of  a   sufficiently  serious   character  to  prevent  vrork,   it   is   not  felt 
to  be   serious   enough  to   justify  the   expense   of  a  physician. 

In  checking  dental  habits,  we  find  that  proportionately  more   of  the 

group  in  school  had  never   seen  a  dentist  than  of  any  other   group,  the 

second  largest  being  unemployed,   and  the  third   largest  those   em.ployed 

part  tijne.      Other  groups  v/ere   relatively  the   same. 

The  highest  percentage   of  any  of  these    groups,   excluding  those 
not  working  because   of  ill  health,  who  liad   seen  a  dentist  dvrlng 
the  past  year,   30.16^,  ms   of  those  vrorking  full  time,  while  the 
lovrer  percentages  were   e-mong  "line   group  employed  on  Federal  relief 
projects,    20,   the   group  partially  er.ployed,    21.25/^,   the   group 
totally  unemployed,    21,44^^,   and  the    group  who  did  not  mnt   or  need 
work,    22.21??.      Of  the  housevrives   or  homemakers.    29.36^  had   seen  a 
dentist  mthin  the   past  year. 

Summary  and  Conclusions 

28.06J?  of  the  total  group  had  been  conscious   of  the   need  for 
medical  service   during  the   past  year  and  more   than  half  v/ho 
needed  such  attention  were  receiving  it  through  charity  or 
Trere  ivithout  because  they  could  not  afford  it.     Over  half  of 
the   total  groxip   intervievred  had  never  been  to  a  dentist. 

The   dental  and  medical   service  this   group  has   received   is  totally 

inadequate  to  maintain  health  and  prevent  further   illness. 


Section  6,   Leisure  Time  Activities 
Three  Major  Recreational  Habits 

Many  of  our  questions  related  to  the  way  in  which  time  not  spent  in 
active  employment  or  in  school  was  used.  One  of  the  most  basic  of  these 
asked  the  youth  to  enumerate  their  three  principal  leisure  time  activi- 
ties during  the  past  year.   Indicative  of  the  paucity  of  recreation  of 
many  is  the  fact  that  although  we  counted  loafing  as  one  of  the  uses  of 
free  time,  even  with  this  47.5^  could  name  only  tvro  activities. 

We  found  that  movie  attendance  was  the  most  popular  activity,  with 
dancing  and  attending  parties  second,  playing  cards  and  checkers  third, 
and  loafing  fourth.  Playing  team  games,  and  reading  ranked  next.   It  is 
significant  that  engaging  in  individual  physical  activities,  in  hobbies 
or  cultural  activities,  and  listening  to  the  radio  ranlced  so  low.  Per- 
haps some  explanation  for  the  lavr  percentage  answering  "Cultural  activi- 
ties" is  to  be  found  in  the  i/my  it  Y/as  necessary  to  approach  the  question 
with  some.  The  v/ords  "leisure"  and  "recreation"  vrere  so  foreign  to  the 
vocabularies  of  many  Negro  youth  that  our  interviewers  in  some  instances 
fell  back  on  the  phrase,  "Vi/hat  do  you  do  for  fun?"  and  there  is  a  possi- 
bility that  the  question  presented  thus  may  have  slightly  lovrered  the 
percentage  mentioning  cultural  activities.  Of  the  103  wlio  gave  a  response 
which  could  not  be  coded  except  under  "Other",  77  were  girls  who  listed 
needlevfork  or  se-vn.ng. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  isshovm  in  Table  96, 


M;es- 


iBtT  JEboiio: 


-231- 


TABLE   96 l^UT-IERICAL  MD  RiRC2i:TAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of   78i;  iJSGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDilTG  TO  THEIR  Tfii&'E  PRIIICIPAL  LEISURE  TD.E  ACTIVI- 
TIES DURIIiCr  THE   TWELVjii  TJOI.THS  PRIOR  to   li'ITE.TVISW 


Total  Total 

IJ-umber  "."o 


121 

15.47 

42 

5,57 

195 

24.93 

522 

66.75 

67 

8.57 

215 

27.49 

319 

40.79 

64 

8.18 

114 

14.57 

103 

13.17 

Total 782 lOO.t 

Nothing  in  particular;    sitting  or   standing 

aroimd;    loafing  214  27.37 

Playing  tean  games   such  as   football,   basketball, 

baseball 
Engaging  in  individual  physical  activities 
Reading 

Movie   attendance 
Hobbies   and   cultural  activities 
Playing   cards,   checkers,   puzzles,  etc. 
Dancing,   attending  parties   or  teas 
Listening  to  the   radio 
Dating 

Other 

*  Of  the  llegro  youth  2  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not 

included  in  this  Table. 


Comparisons 

Some  marked  similarities  as  vrell  as  differences  are  found  if  vre 
compare  the  recreational  habits  of  males  and  females,  aiid  of  those  in 
school  vdth  those  out  of  school.  Most  significant  seems  the  fact  that 
Yd.th  a  much  larger  proportion  of  those  out  of  school,  loafing  is  a 
major  use  of  free  time,  and  that  reading,  cultural  activities,  and 
physical  activities  occupy  a  much  more  significant  place  in  the  recrea- 
tional lives  of  students.   These  recreations  should,  it  seems,  be  the 
ones  so  sponsored  in  school  that  they  vrould  be  continued  in  post-school 
days.  The  differences  in  the  recreational  habits  of  the  in  school  and 
out  of  scliool  groups,  both  r.iale  and  female,  appear  in  Table  97. 


TABLE  97 PERCENTAGE,  by  SEX  and  TJIiETIER  ATTENDING  SCHOOL,  LISTING 

EACH  ACTIVITY  AS  PRINCIPAL  USE  of  LEISURE  TILE 


Males 

F^ 

male 

s 

In"-'- 

— oTTE 

In      " 

~li^tTn~ 

All 

School 

School 

All 

School 

School 

Movies 

65.20 

65.00 

65.27 

67.62 

60.81 

68,85 

Dancing  and  at- 

tending parties 

37.83 

33,75 

39.35 

42.47 

43.24 

42.33 

Playing  cards 

23.31 

13.75 

26,85 

29.89 

20,27 

31.63 

Loafing 

31,41 

11.25 

38.88 

24.94 

10.81 

27.49 

Playing  team 

games 

30.06 

52.50 

21.75 

6.59 

24.33 

5.40 

Reading 

21.96 

31.25 

18.51 

26.80 

40.54 

24.35 

Dating 

16,89 

2.50 

4,63 

18.76 

9.46 

20.43 

Hobbies   and   cul- 

tural activities 

8.10 

13.75 

6.01 

8.86 

25.68 

5.83 

Individual  phys- 

ical activities 

9.79 

16.25 

7.40 

2.68 

9.46 

1.46 

Listening  to  the 

radio 

5.40 

3.75 

6.01 

9.89 

12.16 

9.48 

Sewing  and 

needlevj-ork 

- 

- 

- 

15.34 

9.45 

16.99 

Higher  educational  attainment  seemed  to  affect  recreational  habits 
in  only  tv;o  major  ways.  First,  there  vra.s  a  significant  decrease  in 
the  number  who  reported  loafing  as  a  major  recreational  habit,  and, 
second,  there  vra.s  a  marked  increase  in  the  number  vdio  reported  read- 
ing as  a  m.ajor  recreation  mth  advance  in  educational  attainment, 

Ade quacy  of  Neighborhood  Fac ilit ie s 

Vfe  feel  that  two  factors  influenced  the  responses  obtained  to  our 

questions: 

"DO  YOU  THINK  AI'IY  ADDITIONAL  PJL'CREATIONAL  FACIL- 
ITIES ARE  NEEDED  by  THE  YOUTH  of  YOUR  NEIGHBOR- 
HOOD?  IF  SO,  WL'IT  IS  TBE  ONE  THING  MOST  NEEDED?" 

The  first  is  the  active  campaign  which  the  Negro  Chamber  of 

Commerce  and  other  groups  have  carried  on  for  miore  adeqtiate  parks,  and 

the  second,  the  recreational  experience  which  the  Negro  group  have  had. 

Less  than  8$^  of  the  total  group  ansvrered  that  the  recreational  facilities 

in  their  neighborhoods  were  adequate  and  that  no  additions  were  necessary, 
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Parks,  playgrounds,  or  athletic  fields  vrere  said  to  be  the  greatest  need 
by  41 » 77^0.  Recreation  centers  and  club  houses  ranked  second.  Evidence 
of  the  inability  to  ansvrer  this  question  because  of  the  lack  of  experience 
is  found  in  the  responses  of  some  8.3^  v/ho  said  some  facility  was  needed, 
but  did  not  knovf  what. 

In  Area  10  only  1.31>J  believed  that  the  facilities  were  adequate,  in 
contrast  to  Area  7,  Tfhich  contains  the  only  Negro  park  with  a  year-round 
recreational  program,  T;-here  15,11^  said  no  additional  facilities  were 
needed.   Several  responded  that  what  was  needed  Tra.s  more  clubs  or  organi- 
zations.  Table  98  shovj"s  responses  to  this  question. 

TABLE  98 lIUIvERICAL  AND  PERCSiITA.GE  DISTRIBUTION  of  723  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORD liiG  TO  RESPONSES  to  QUESTIONS:  DO  YOU  THINK  AUY 
ADDITIONAL  RSCREATIOIIAL  FACILITIES  ARE  NEEDED  by  THE  YOUTH 
OF  YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD?   IF  SO,  \ifHAT  IS  TFE  ONE  THING  MOST 
HEEDED? 


Total    Total 

Number     % 


Total 723     100^ 

Recreational  facilities  adequate;  no  additions 

necessary 
Parks,  playgrounds,  or  athletic  fields 
Swimming  pools,  riding  academies 
Recreation  centers,  club  houses 
Skating  rinks «  amusement  parks 
Clubs,  organizations 

Dance  halls,  better  dances,  more  dances 
Movies 
Cultural  and  educational:  libraries,  concerts, 

dramatics,  art  b,   craft  classes 
Facility  needed,  but  do  not  knov/  what 
Other  facility  needed 


57 

7.88 

502 

41.77 

23 

3.18 

81 

11.21 

6 

.83 

58 

8.02 

40 

5,53 

34 

4.72 

37 

5.11 

62 

8,57 

23 

3.18 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  61  made  no  response  or  had  no  opinion  and  are  not 
included  in  this  Table. 


Comparisons 

Comparison  of  tlie  responses  by  the  two  sexes  in  regard  to  adequacy 
of  neighborhood  facilities  revealed  remarkably  similar  concepts  of  the 
needs.  Only  in  the  cases  of  smmi:iing  pools,  ^/^.nted  by  more  males,  and 


clubs  and  organizations j  wanted  by  more  females,  did  their  answers 
deviate  from  the  mean  by  more  than  2^  and  even  in  these  cases  the 
differences  vrere  small, 

Yfhen  single  youth  vrere  compared  with  married  youth  in  connection 
with  this  question,  vre  found  that  the  responses  again  followed  the 
pattern  of  the  total  group. 

Advancement  in  educational  level  seemed  to  affect  responses  to 
this  question  in  two  vrays:   in  the  higher  educational  levels,  a 
slightly  increased  number  reported  no  additional  facilities  vrere 
needed,  but  there  -was  also  an  increase  in  the  percentage  who  said 
the  major  need  \-ra.s   parks  arid  playgrounds. 

Comparing  the  youth  on  the  basis  of  e:Tiployment  status,  we  found 
that  the  group  in  school  gave  a  higher  percentage  of  positive 
ansvrers  than  did  any  other  groups  and  stressed  in  larger  numbers 
the  need  for  parks  and  playgrounds. 

Club  Participation 

In  order  to  determine  the  extent  to  which  there  was  participation 
in  club  or  group  activities,  we  set  as  an  arbitrary  measurement  attend- 
ance at  at  least  half  the  meetings  of  any  social  or  recreational  club 
held  during  the  three  months  prior  to  the  interview.  Vfith  this  as  a 
standai-d,  we  found  that  79,56fa   had  not  participated  in  any  club,  v;hile 
in  one  Area  this  ran  as  high  as  87«5'o.  For  those  who  did  participate, 
vre  listed  their  participation  by  the  type  of  club  and  found  that  of  the 
total  group  ll«ir/o  Yirere  participo.ting  in  neighborhood  social  or  re- 
creational clubs,  vdth  some  Areas  dropping  as  low  as  6,72,i.   "Character- 
building"  clubs,  vihich  included  the  Y.M.C.A.,  the  Y.1Y.C.A.,  the  Boy 
Scouts,  and  similar  organizations,  reached  only  2,94v'J  of  the  total  j:;roup, 
Tri.th  dramatic,  art,  or  music  clubs  ranking  next.  Although  vre  asked  for 
all  clubs  in  vfhich  there  was  participation,  only  14  out  of  the  783  araver- 
ing  listed  more  than  one  type  of  club. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  to  this  question  is  shoTrn  in 
Table  99. 
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TABIZ   99— IIUIERICAL  MD  FERCHNTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of   783  lEGRO  YOUTH* 
ACGOEDIIIG  TO  PARTICIPATIOI'T  IH  MORE  TtJM  ILA.LF  THE  TiEETINGS 
of  MTf  SOCIAL  or  llSCRwATIOHAL  CLUBS,   DURIUG  THE  THREE 
F.ONTKS  PRIOR  to   IITTERVIEIY  -  by  TYPES   OF  CLUBS 


Total'     '    Total 

number  % 


25 

2,94 

1 

,13 

87 

11.11 

27 

3.45 

19 

2.42 

1 

.13 

7 

.89 

Total 7_83_ }PS^ 

"Character-building"   clubs 

College   or  high  school  fraternities   or   sororities 

Neighborhood   social  or  recreational  clubs 

Hobby  or  interest  clubs 

Dramaticj   art,   or  musical  clubs 

Other  women's   clubs 

Fraternal  orders 

Athletic,  sport,  or  hilling  clubs  3       ,38 

Business  or  professional  clubs,  sororities,  or 

fraternities  6       .77 

Other 

Did  not  participate 625 79.56 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  1  Liade  no  respor.se  to  this  question  and  is  not 
included  in  this  Table. 


Coraparisons 

Comparing  the  sexes,  the  percentages  of  group  participation  in 
both  cases  are  approxinately  the  same,  being  21.81°'o  in  the  case  of 
females  and  21.08;1  for  the  males. 

fie   did  find,  hoivever,  considerable  difference  betvreen  the  single 
group  and  the  r.Tarried,  the  percentage  of  the  married  males  being 
9,09>2  and  of  the  married  females,  13.81)%,  as  opposed  to  23.14^  for 
the  single  males  and  16.05,3  for  the  single  females. 

The  "character-building"  clubs  category  readied  the  males  in 
greater  proportion  than  the  fe:-riales.  Other  types  of  clubs  at- 
tracted alm.ost  the  same  percentages. 

Y'fiien  the  total  group  is  divided  on  the  basis  of  its  employment 
status,  the  group  in  school  shov/s  the  highest  percentage  of  club 
participation,  amounting  to  39,225?,  -while  of  the  25  listed  as 
relief  workers,  only  1  -was  a  member  of  a  club  and  only  10,74/?  of 
the  unem.ployed  group  were  active  in  clubs.  Those  working  part 
time  and  those  working  full  time  shovred  somewhat  the  same  percent- 
age of  club  participation,  23,64>t  for  full-time  employed  and 
25. 38^0  for  part-time  employed.  Of  the  large  group  of  housewives 
and  homemakers,  15.29^  -were  participating  in  clubs.  The  "char- 
acter-building" clubs  drew  almost  all  their  membership  from  the 
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group  in  school,  while  the  neighLorhood  clubs  attracted  the  employed, 
part-tine  enployod,  school  students,  honena2<;ers  and  housevd-ves,  and 
those  temporarily  not  employed. 

Reasons  Given  for  Not  Having  Participated 

Yfe  next  asked  for  the  principal  reason  for  not  having  participated. 

Eliminating  160  xrho   had  had  some  parti cipa.t ion,  we  found  that  of  the  rsiTiain- 

ing  group,  53.84;1:  said  their  lacl:  of  participation  7;-a3  tloat  they  i«/ere  not 

interested,  had  felt  no  need  of  such  participation,  or  did  not  like  clubs, 

leaving  some  36,14:%   making  som.e  ansv/er  that  indicated  a  desire  to  belong. 

Thirty-three  percent  gave  as  their  reason  that  they  could  not  afford  such 

participation.   Lack  of  time  due  to  long  Tforking  hours  prevented  9.44;^  from 

participation,  while  lack  of  association  v/ith  club  members  and  lack  of 

knowledge  as  to  how  to  becom.e  a  member  accounted  for  3.31,i. 

Of  the  80  v/ho  gave  a  response  v;hich  Tra.s  not  already  in  our  code  and 
which  is  classified  vmder  "Other",  68  said  they  laiev/  of  no  clubs  in 
the  commimity  in  vdiich  they  could  become  members,  and  4  could  not  belong 
because  of  the  care  of  children.  As  one  24-year-old  housewife  express- 
ed it: 

"I  have  not  participated  in  any  club  activities 
because  I  have  children  and  don't  liave  tine  and, 
too,  vre  have  such  a  hard  time  vri.th  our  husbands. 
I  thought  maybe  he  would  be  more  satisfied  to 
stay  at  home  if  I  did  not  join  any  club." 

A  17-year-old  girl  says : 

"Most  of  m.y  time  is  spent  going  to  church.  The 
Holiness  Church  meets  every  night,   (Besides) 
our  church  don't  believe  in  clubs." 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  presented  in  Table  100. 


TABLE  100 NUl.iERICAL  MD  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  614  l^GRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON  GIVEN  FOR  NOT  HAVING  PAR- 
TICIPATED IN  MORE  THAl^f  HALF  of  I.fflETINGS  of  SOCIAL  or  RE- 
CREATIONAL CLUBS  DURING  THREE  MONTHS  PRIOR  to  INTERVIEW 

TotaTi     Total 
Nvuaber      % 


Total  614      lOO^o 


Lack  of  money;  cannot  afi'ord;  costs  too  much  207  33.71 

Do  not  like  the  crovrti  19  3.09 

Do  not  like  the  program  of  activities  12  1,95 

Do  not  knovj-  hov>r  to  become  a  member  12  1.95 

Family  objection  5  ,48 

Not  interested;  no  need;  do  not  like  clubs  177  23.82 

Too  far  to  30  to  meetings;  late  hours  7  1.14 

Lack  of  time;  have  to  vrork  58  9.44 

Lack  of  association  v/ith  club  members  59  6.35 

Other  reasons  80  13.02 


Of  the  Negro  j-outh,  10  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  160  had 
participated  in  one  or  more  clubs  during  the  past  three  months; 
these  figures  are  not  included  in  this  Table, 


Comparisons 

Some  differences  in  the  reasons  given  for  not  participating  in  clubs 
are  found  in  the  comparison  by  sexes.  Yilhile  35,93)^  males  gave  "Not 
interested"  as  their  reason,  it  -was  given  by  only  24,6^  females,  and 
while  29^  males  reported  tliat  they  could  not  afford  such  clubs,  36,38^ 
females  reported  this  difficulty.  Likemse,  12.98^  of  the  males  said 
that  working  hours  prevented  their  association  with  club  groups,  while 
this  was  the  reason  given  by  7,32^  of  the  females.  Other  differences 
were  small, 

A  slightly  greater  proportion  of  married  males  reported  themselves 
interested  in  clubs  than  did  single  males.   On  the  other  hand,  a 
somev^hat  greater  proportion  of  single  females  reported  themselves 
interested  than  did  married  females. 

The  group  not  employed  because  of  ill  health,  no  need  for  work,  or 
on  vacation  showed  the  greatest  porcenta.ge  who  gave  "Not  interested" 
as  their  reason,  amounting  to  approximately  46/o,  Housewives,  imemployedj 
employed  on  public  relief,  all  contained  a  smaller  proportion  who  were 
not  interested  in  club  participation,  approximately  25/2  of  each  group, 
but  all  of  these  groups  reported  high  percentages  not  participating 
because  they  could  not  afford  to  do  so. 
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Some  additional  information  was  gathered  on  club  life  of  other 
groups.  Reference  is  made  in  another  section  to  the  clubs  x'Aiich  come 
under  group  vrork  agencies. 

Since  one  or  two  clubs  which  had  been  organized  among  youth  had 
disbanded  because  the  members  could  not  agree,  we  made  some  obser- 
vations of  club  life  among  Negro  adults  to  see  if  this  held  true 
for  them  as  vrell.  Instead  of  disbanding,  these  vrere  found  to  have 
split  on  niimerous  occasions  and  several  clubs  bearing  the  sam-e  name 
in  more  than  one  instance  are  distinguished  only  by  a  number. 

Attitude  on  Possible  Use  of  Neighborhood  School  as  a  Community  Center 

The  technique  of  securing  answers  to  the  next  question  relating  to 

recreation  involved  tvro  procedures.  First  the  question  ivas  asked: 

"DO  YOU  FEEL  THAT  RESPONSIBLE  PEOPLE  SHOULD  BE 
PERI.IITTED  THE  USE  of  THEIR  l^IEIGHBORHOOD  SCHOOL, 
AFTER  RSGULAIi  SCHOOL  HOURS,  for  SOCIAL  and  RE- 
CREAT lONAL  PURPOSE  S  ? " 

If  the  ans^wer  was  "No",  the  intervievrer  passed  to  the  next  question. 

If  the  answer  was  positive,  a  list  of  recreational  activities  which 

might  be  conducted  in  the  school  v;-as  suggested  and  the  intervievree  was 

asked  to  choose  any  in  which  he  might  participate  and  suggest  any 

additional  ones,  not  listed,  in  which  he  would  like  to  take  part. 

Compared  to  the  large  percent  of  the  total  group  (44.13?^)  who  said 
that  the  school  should  not  be  so  used,  in  one  Area,  considered  the  most 
isolated,  this  was  the  response  in  26.8^  of  the  cases.  While  this  sho\ved 
that  the  majority  endorsed  such  use,  the  margin  was  so  small  that  some 
explanation  seems  called  for. 

The  opposition  may  be  partially  explained  by  the  fact  that  the 
campaign  vrhich  has  given  education  such  prestige  among  this  group  has 
also  given  rise  to  the  notion  that  school  buildings  are  somewhat  sacred, 
not  to  be  profaned  by  such  usage.   Even  though  the  question  stressed  the 

1,  Part  Fifteen. 
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fact  that  the    schools  vrere  to  be   opened  to   "responsible   people",   a 

secondary  and  related  explanation  inay  be   the   feeling  that  persons  riiight 

enter  the  premises  and  deface  ther.i.      Something   of  this  feeling   of   sacred- 

ness  may  have   also  influenced  replies   to  the   second  portion  of  the 

question,   for  the   activities   suggested  most  frequently  are  primarily 

educational   or  have    some   relationship  to  present   school  activities:  music 

and  dramatics,    lectures   or  forums,   and  club  meetings. 

Considerable  variation  is   found  between  the   different  Areas.      In 

Area   13,   the  most   isolated,   the  percentage  who   said  they  would  participate 

in  each  activity  vra,3  above   the  percentage   for  the   total   group.     Also,    in 

those  two  Areas   in  vfhich  comi'.iercial  moving  picture    shows  now  exist  the 

percentage   listing  this   as  an  activity  was   smaller  than  that  for  the  total 

group,  v/hile   in  iureas   in  which  no  picture   shov/s  exist  the  percentage  was 

in  every  case   higher.     The   complete  tabulation  of  responses   is   found   in  Table  101, 

TABIB    101— irotylERICAL  AlID  PERCEIJTAGE  DISTRIBUTIOK   of   772  HEaRO  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  RESPONSES  to  QUESTIONS:      DO  YOU  FEEL  TH/.T  RE- 
SPONSIBLE PEOPLE    SHOULD  BE   PERIAITTED  TliE  USE   of  THEIR 
NEIGHBORHOOD  SCHOOL,   AFTER  REGULAR  SCHOOL  HOURS,  FOR  SOCIAL 
and   RECRi'IATIONAL  PURPOSES?      IF   SO,    IN  MUCH,    IF  ANY,    OF  THE 
FOLLOV/ING  ACTIVITIES  lYOULD  YOU  PiJ^TICIPATE? 


Total 


Schools   should  not  be   so  used 

Yes,   but  viTould  not  participate 

Dances 

Parties 

Athletic  activities — spectator 

Athletic  activities — participant 

Club  meetings 

Musical  or  dramatic  activities 

Lectures  or  foruns 

Movies 

Other  uses 


■ 

Total 

Total 

N\Amber 

772 

lOCffc 

343 

44.43 

18 

2.33 

116 

15.02 

125 

16,19 

120 

15.54 

168 

2i,76 

283 

36.65 

286 

37,04 

237 

30.70 

161 

20.85 

18 

2,35 

Of  the  Negro  youth,  12  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not 
included  in  this  Table, 
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Comparisons 

Comparing  the  sexes,  vre  find  approximately  the  same  percentage  of 
opposition  to  the  use  of  neighborhood  schools  as  recreation  centers, 
43,09^  of  males  to  44,56^  of  females.  Among  the  groups  -who  list  the 
activities  in  which  they  would  engage,  vre  find  approximately  the 
same  percentage  of  males  and  females  checking  dances  and  parties, 
"but  a  higher  percentage  of  males  checking  athletic  activities,  -while 
a  higher  percentage  of  feraales  checked  club  meetings,  musical 
activities,  lectures  or  forums,  and  movies,  but  in  no  case  were  the 
differences  in  these  percentages  more  than  10  points. 

Opposition  to  the  use  of  the  schools  vra.s  higher  among  those  in 
school  than  aiuong  those  out  of  school,  being  50,98^  of  the  former 
and  4:2,4:%   of  the  latter.   In  the  case  of  the  females,  those  not  in 
school  checked  a  much  wider  range  of  activities  in  v/hich  they  would 
participate  than  did  those  in  school.  This  difference  was  especial- 
ly significant  in  the  case  of  club  meetings,  music  and  dramatic  ac- 
tivities, lectures  and  forums,  athletic  activities,  and  movies.  The 
differences  between  males  not  in  school  and  those  in  school  in  regard 
to  the  activities  vrere  not  great,  nor  were  any  significant  differences 
found  when  groups  from  the  various  educational  levels  were  compared. 

Use  of  Public  Library 

Established  five  years  ago,  the  Paul  Laurence  Dunbar  Branch  Library 
is  another  symbol  of  the  almost  universal  segregation  of  the  Negro  group. 
Since  this  is  the  only  library  that  exists  for  IJegroes,  it  was  to  this 
that  the  question  on  our  Schedule  measuring  the  extent  to  which  the  public 
library  had  been  used  during  the  four  vreeks  prior  to  the  interview  referred, 
We  found  that  85,84;Ti  of  the  total  group  had  not  used  the  librar;j'-. 

The  variation  in  Areas  is  again  apparent,  for  in  iU"ea  7,  in  which  the 
library  is  located,  75,17^  had  not  made  use  of  it,  while  in  other  /ireas, 
the  percentage  of  the  total  group  not  using  the  library  ranged  between 
90,62?^  and  95,91>o.   Of  the  total  group,  ll.Sl^o  had  read  some  fiction  and 
5,22/'o  had  read  some  non-fiction,  5.66/=  reading  the  magazines  and  nev/spapers 
provided  for  one  or  more  hours.  A  considerable  number  of  those  using  the 
library  read  in  more  than  one  field,  for  the  111  users  appear  165  times  in 
Table  102, 
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TABLE  102 WUlvERICAL  AMD  PERCEIJTAGS  DISTRIBUTION  of   784  EEGRO  YOUTH 

ACCORDING  TO  USE   of  PUBLIC    (NON-SGHOOL)    LIBRARY  DURING 
THE   FOUR  YffiEKS   PRIOR  to   IIJTERVIL^Y 

Total  foTaT 

Nunber  % 


673 

85.84 

71 

9.05 

15 

1,91 

2 

.25 

37 

4.71 

4 

.51 

.. 

.. 

35 

4.46 

1 

1.20 

4 

.51 

Total 784 100/L 

Did  not  use 

Fiction:  read  1,  2,    or  3  public  library  books 
Fiction:  read  4,  5,  or  6  public  library  books 
Fiction:  read  7  or  more  public  library  books 
Non-fiction:  read  1  or  2  public  library  books 
Non-fiction:  read  3  or  4  public  library  books 
Non-fiction:  read  5  or  more  public  library  books 
Newspaper,  magazine  reading:  1  to  4  hours 
Newspaper,  magazine  reading:  5  or  more  hours 
Other  types  of  service 


Comparisons 

Use  of  the  library  seems  to  be  more  a  result  of  school  assigniaents 

than  anything  as  the  following  percentages  show: 

Percent  Using  Library 

In  School  "To. 91 

Males  46.25 

Females  35,13 

Not  in  School  7.63 

Males  11.53 

Females  6,58 

Such  figures   lead  to  the   conclusion  that  Yirhatever  the  uses  to  which 
the   school  puts  the  public   library,     the   student   is   not  convinced  by  such 
usage  that   the  public   library  holds   continuous  enjoyment. 

Next  to  the   group   in  school,  we   fovind  that  those  not  employed  because 
of  ill  health  or  because   they  did  not  need  or  want  work  or  were   on  vacation 
made  the   greatest  use   of  the   library,   the  percentage  being  approximately 
16/^,  while    of  those   eii^jloyed  full  time,   9.57^'?  made  use   of  the   library.      Of 
the   part-time   employed,   the  unemployed,   and  those   employed  on  public 
relief  projects,   6,8^  made   use   of  the    library,  vdiile   of  the   homemci.kers 
and  housoT/vives,   only  4,87^^  made  use. 
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Use   of  the   library,    like   interest  in  reading  as  a  recreational 
habit,   increased  steadily  with  the   level  of  educational  attaimneiit,   but 
it  was  used  by  only  20,83;^  of  all  those  who  liad   graduated  fron  high  school. 
Reasons  Given  for  Not  Using  the  Public   Library 

Each   of  the   670  individuals  riho  liad  not  nade   use   of  the   library  vvas 

asked  to  give   his  principal  reason.      For  the   total  group   of  non-users> 

37.31/0  ansvrered  that  they  ivere  not   interested   in  reading   or  did  not  know 

why,   and  35,22/b  said   it  vra.s  too  difficult  to  get  to  the   library  because 

of  the  distance,   hours,   etc. 

The  miscellaneous   group  raioked  third  in  the   number  of  responses 
and  these   included  41  iTho   said  they  v/ere  not  av.-are    of  the  public 
library,    35  ivho   lacked  the   time  to  read  because   of   long  vrorking 
hours   or  some   similar   circumstance,   and  5  who   could  not  read. 

The   frequent  conception  that  the   library  is  merely  an  adjtmct 
to  the   school  is   illustrated  by  the   17-year-old   girl  who  ejzplained 
her  failure  to  use   the   library  by  saying: 

"I  am  not  in  school  now," 

Variations   in  the  responses   of  the   Areas   shovred  to   some   extent  a 
tendency  to  rationalize  w?iich  the   intervievrers   could  not  completely 
overcome.      In  Area  14,  which  is   peculiarly  conscious   of  the   isolation 
caused  by  the    long  distances  v;hich  separate   it  from  cultural   centers, 
such  as   the    library,   the  percentage  who   said   it  was  too  difficult  to 
get  to  the   library  v.fas   77,01/i,  while   the   percentage  who  said  they  were 
not   interested   or  did  not  know  Tra.s   ll,-'l?'j,    in  contrast  to  Area   7  in  which 
the   greatest  percentage   of  reading  took  place,  where   50,46^  said  the 
reason  was  that   they  vrere  not   interested  in  reading  or  gave  no  reason, 
and  14,9>o  said   it  v/as  too  difficult  to  get  to  the    library.      In  the   other 
Areas,   the   percentages  -vrere   close  to  the  average   for  the  total  group. 

The   complete  tabulation  of  responses  by  number  and  percentage   is 
given  in  Table   103, 
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TABLE   103 FUTiERICAL  MD  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  670  l^IEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON  GIVEN  FOR  NOT  HAVING  USED 
PUBLIC  (NON-SCHOOL)  LIBPJIRY  DURING  THE  FOUR  VEEKS  PRIOR 
to   INTERVIEIT 

To"tal  TotELT" 

Ilurriber  % 

Total ^_ 670 A9Si_ 

Not  interested  in  reading;  do  not  know  250      37.31 

Library  books  inadequate 

Branch  libraries  inadequate 

Dislike  way  library  is  run;  cannot  pay  fines  14       2.08 

Have  other  sources  of  reading:  hone  library, 

magazines,  etc.  63       9,40 

Too  difficult  to  get  to  the  library:  distance, 

hoi.u's,  etc. 
Poor  eyes,  poor  health 
Faioily  objections 
Other  reasons 


:36 

35.22 

15 

2.23 

1 

.14 

91 

13.58 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  5  r.iade  no  response  to  this  question  and  109  used 
the  public  library;  these  figures  are  not  included  in  this  Table. 


Comparisons 

Almost  the  same  proportion  of  irales,  38,3Q/o,  gave  as  their  reason 
for  not  using  the  library,  that  they  vrere  not  interested,  as  did 
females,  36.35/?,  Those  in  school,  however,  did  not  give  this  reason 
with  such  frequency,  only  23,08^  as  compared  to  approximately  39/o 
for  those  not  in  school.  Alm.ost  exactly  the  sane  percentages  of 
those  in  school  and  out  of  school,  and  of  males  and  females,  re- 
sponded that  it  -vjas  too  difficult  to  get  to  the  library,  approxitnate- 
ly  35^  in  each  case.  However,  27,47^  of  those  in  school  gave  as 
their  reason  the  fact  tliat  they  had  other  sources  of  reading,  home 
libraries  or  magazines,  vAiile  this  response  was  given  in  only  6.5^ 
of  the  cases  of  those  ovit  of  school. 

Summary  and  C one lus ions 

1)  Movies,  dancing,  and  playing  cards  constitute  the  three 
chief  recreations  of  the  Negroes,  with  loafing  almost 
as  frequent  as  playing  cards, 

2)  Physical  activities,  which  almost  one-third  of  the  girls 
in  school,  and  almost  two-thirds  of  the  boys  in  school 
count  as  major  recreations,  are  so  coiinted  by  only  about 
one-fourth  of  the  boys  out  of  school  and  only  about  one- 
eighth  of  the  girls  not  in  school. 


3)  That  the  youth  v/ould  vrelcoiiiG  the  opportunity  to  participate 
in  healthful  sports  seeus  evident  from  the  response  of  the 
92;;o  who  said  that  their  neighborhood  recreational  facilities 
vrare  inadequate;  almost  half  (41^^  of  the  total  group)  said 
the  greatest  need  was  for  parks  and  playgrounds. 

4)  Although  at  present  "cultural"  activities  and  club  ruember- 
ship  play  a  part  in  the  recreatioi\al  lives  of  only  about 
one -fifth  of  the  youth,  a  majority  believe  that  schools 
should  be  used  for  recreational  purposes,  and  club  meetings, 
dramatics,  and  musicals  are  the  features  in  -vrhich  the  great- 
est n\imber  believe  they  would  participate. 

5)  Also,  of  -those  not  in  clvxbs,  two-thirds  indicate  a  desire 
to  belong  tnat  is  blocked  in  most  cases  by  the  expense. 

6)  The  library  is  conceived  chiefly  as  an  adjunct  of  school, 
users  among  the  school  students  being  proportionately 
five  times  as  great  as  among  those  out  of  school.   It  is 
evident  that  co-ordinated  effort  by  both  school  and 
library  is  needed  to  overcome  this  notion,  and  to  make 
the  library  a  continuous  source  of  enjoyment  and  instruc- 
tion. The  distances  which  separate  the  library  from  many 
of  the  Areas  undovibtedly  affect  the  amount  of  reading.  A 
very  practical  TfiB.y   of  overcoming  this  might  be  a  trailer 
library,  moving  from  section  to  section  on  scheduled  days. 

Section  7.  Participation  in  Religious  Activities 
We  have  already  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  almost  all  of  the 
parents  of  the  Negro  youth  are  affiliated  T/ri.th  the  Protestant  church,  and 
to  the  existence  of  the  great  number  of  small  Negro  churches.  Vie   asked 
each  youth  to  tell  us  the  number  of  tines  during  the  past  month  he  had 
participated  in  the  devotional,  the  educational,  and  the  social  activities 
of  any  church.  Perhaps  a  vrord  should  be  injected  at  this  point  as  to  the 
variety  in  types  of  services  which  we  were  forced  to  classify  as  "devotion- 
al". There  are  a  great  many  llegro  churches,  some  of  which  are  attended 
and  supported  very  largely  by  a  professional  and  cultured  group  and  where 
attempts  are  made  to  cope  not  only  mth  religious  problems,  but  mth 
social  and  economic  questions.  Among  the  lovrer  educational  levels  there 
exists  a  tj^pe  of  devotional  activity  marked  by  an  emotionalism  producing 


in  sone  cases  what  can  only  be  terned  as  hysteria.  This  latter  group  sets 

no  educational  qualifications  on  its  ministers  and  subscribes  to  v/hat  other 

churches  condemn  as  superstition. 

In  all  a  total  of  only  20.02^  had  not  participated  in  any  type  of 
service,  vrhile  78,56-o  had  participated  in  the  devotional  activities, 
43.23^-^  in  the  educational  activities,  and  4,96^'o  in  social  and  re- 
creational activities. 

Expressed  another  way,  this  shove's  that  only  2,42^  of  the  total 
group  participated  in  the  educatiorial  and  recreational  progra::iS  and 
did  not  attend  devotional  services,  while  36,75^  of  the  total  group 
attended  devotional  services,  but  had  no  other  form  of  participation. 

Variations  betvreen  Areas  seem  significant,  for  Area  10,  which  has 
the  greatest  evidences  of  social  disintegration,  had  the  lovrest  per- 
centage of  participation,  while  Area  13,  which  is  the  most  isolated 
and  is  rural  in  background,  had  the  highest  percentage  of  particip- 
ation. Area  14,  which  ranks  next  to  Area  13  in  the  degree  of 
isolation,  had  the  second  highest  degree  of  participation. 

Numerical  counts  and  percentage  frequencies  of  participation 

are  shoi/vn  in  Table  104. 

TABLE  104 NTOERICAL  AIID  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  784  NEGRO  YOUTH 

ACCOFDING  TO  PARTICIPATION  in  CHURCH  ACTIVITIES  DURING 
THE  FOUR  VilEEKS  PRIOR  to  INTERVIEW 


Total     Total 
Number      % 


Total 784  100^ 

No  participation 

Devotional  activities  1  or  2  timss 
Devotional  activities  3  or  4  times 
Devotional  activities  5  or  more  times 
Recreational  or  social  activities  1 
Recreational  or  social  activities  3 
Recreational  or  social  activities  5 
Educational  activities  1  or  2  times 
Educational  activities  3  or  4  times 
Educational  activities  5  or  more  ti 
Other  church  activities 


157 

20.02 

157 

20.02 

451 

57,52 

IS 

8 

1,02 

or   2  times 

19 

2,42 

or  4  times 

17 

2.16 

or  more  times 

3 

.38 

124 

15.81 

207 

26,40 

les 

8 

1,02 

1 

,12 

:U  -8 


Ov;.os        .?Gi 


ijye  •i.'sn 


iSii.6    UJJiifOv  'xeux'iaiit 
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Comparisons 

Church  participation  was  more  frequent  anons  females  than  among  males^ 
84,22$^  of  the  females  having  participated  as  against  73.06^  of  the  males. 

Again  those  in  school  showed  a  m.uch  higher  participation  than  did 
those  out  of  school,  92,86^o  of  all  those  in  school  having  participated  in 
church.  For  the  males  not  in  school,  68,27=  ^^-^  participated  and  for  the 
females,  81,16^  had  participated,  Hot  a  single  female  in  school  had 
failed  to  attend  some  church  service  durir.g  the  month  preceding  the  inter- 
view. 

Educational  level  of  the  Negro  youth  intervievred  apparently  did  not 
affect  the  extent  of  church  participation. 

The  division  according  to  emplojrment  status  reveals  that  groups,  other 
than  those  in  school,  participated  in  church  activities  to  about  the  same 
extent  as  the  total  group. 

A  special  check  vra.s  m.ade  of  the  church  preference  of  the  youth's 
parents  and  the  extent  of  participation  of  the  youth  in  religious  activ- 
ities. This  check  showed  that  for  the  different  denominations  reported 
by  the  parents  of  the  youth,  tliere  was  no  significant  difference  in  the 
extent  of  religious  participation  by  the  youth  themselves. 

Reasons  Given  for  Hot  Having  Participated  in  the  Educational  or 
Recreational  Activities  of  Any  Church  


Two  reponses  Y^rhich  differed  in  degree  rather  than  in  kind  were  given 
by  the  majority  of  the  430  who  had  not  taken  part  in  Sunday  Schools, 
young  people's  leagues,  training  courses,  etc,  as  the  reasons  for  not 
having  participated  during  the  four  weeks  prior  to  the  interview.  These 
were  "ITegleot;  do  not  knov;-  v/hy",  accounting  for  46.74??  and  the  more 
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emphatic  "Not  interested  in  such  church  or  religious  organizations,  or 

not  a  church  meraber",  given  by  lO.ZS^o.  The  mmber  of  IJegro  youth  giving 

one  of  these  ansTrers  (56,97/o  oi^  those  not  attending  educational  or 

social  activities),  amounts  to  51. Eo;,  of  all  Ilegro  youth  interviei-red. 

From  the  raeaning  of  these  responses,  it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude  that 

churches  can  attract  these  youth  only  by  finding  vrays  of  making  these 

activities  much  more  interesting  hitherto.  The  responses  given  by  some 

of  the  other  youth  vho  did  not  participate  vrere  of  a  different  type,  lack 

of  funds,  home  duties  to  be  performed,  and  from  reasons  coded  as  "Other", 

long  v/orking  hours. 

Variations  from  the  mean  for  the  total  group  were  on  the  vrhole  not 
great  for  the  separate  Areas,  though  the  economic  status  of  Areas  10, 
13,  and  14  is  again  stressed  by  the  fact  that  in  each  of  these  more 
than  lOfi  responded  that  a  lack  of  funds  had  prevented  their  partici- 
pation. The  complete  nvimerical  and  percentage  distribution  of  respon- 
ses is  found  in  Table  105. 

TABLE  105 iIUi:.?.ICAL  IdTD   PJnC^UTACS  DISTEIBUTIOIT  of  430  lEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDIlG  to  PRIIICIP/iL  P^/lS01I  GIVFJ  FOR  ilOT  I-LA.YIKG  PAR- 
TICIPATLD  in  TIE  2DUCATI01JAL  or  HECRLATIOHAL  ACTIVITIES 
of  AlIY  CEURCK  DURIIIG  TIZ.  FOUR  IVLJRS  ?:JOR  to  Ix:TER\^IJi7 


To-t 


Total"         Total 
Huiaber^  _^ % 

430  100^ 


Lack  of  funds,  clothing,  carfare,  etc,  36      0,37 
ilot  interested  in  church  orreligious  organiza- 
tions; not  a  church  member  44     10.23 
Other  activities  and  clubs  are  more  interesting 

or  valuable  2       .46 
Too  TAuch  supervisionj  too  much  restriction 

Do  not  like  the  program  of  activities  7      1.62 

Do  not  like  the  cror/d  3       .69 

Family  objection  1       '23 

ITeglect;  do  not  luiov:  T;ky  201     46.74 

Occupied  Tn.th  home  or  other  personal  duties  77     17,90 

Other  reasons    ^     ^_ 5_9 15.72 

V  Of  Vlie'lTegro"youth  3  "riiade  no  res^ponse  to  this  question  and  351  had 
participated  during  the  past  four  v.-eeks;  these  figures  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Table . 
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Conparisons 


Conparins  the  mles  and  females   to   see   if  any  variations  appeared 
in  the  percenta£es   giving  each  reason  for  not  participating  m  the 
educational   or  recreational  activities   of  any  church,  rre   found  ap- 
proxixiately  the   same  percentages,    8.49^  for  the  males  and   S.S^o  for 
the   femles   giving  as  their  reason  a  lack  of  funds  for  clothing  and 
carfare,      we   fo^md  a  larger  percentage   of  males  not   interested  xn 
such  activities,    IS.lS^o  as   compared  to  5.23?{  of  females,   and  a 
larger  percentage   of  females   giving  as  their  reason  that  they  irere 
occupied  mth  home  duties,    26.4-::,  as   against  4.85^^  for  males. 
Other  responses,   including   "Keglect;    do  not  laio\TTrhy",  vrhich  account- 
ed for  47ro  of  the   total  group,  vrere   approximately  the    same. 

The   groups,  vhen  compared  by  educational   level,   shovred  no  marked 
differences.     lioT.-ever,  vre   found  a  larger  percentage   of  the  part-time 
employed  and  unemployed  Trho  felt  they  could  not  attend  because   of 
lack  of  funds   or  from  lack  of  interest  than  among  those   employed 
full  tine,   in  school,   or  honemakers   or  housev/ives. 


Summary  and_ 


Conclusions 


About  three-fourths   of  the  group  attsnded  devotional  ser- 
vices,  about  one-half  attended  Cundr.y  Gchools,   and   other^ 
educational  activities,   and  aboiit  one-tvrantieth  had  parti- 
cipated in  church-sponsored  social   and  recreational  activi- 
ties. 

Educational  and  social  activities  v.-ere  not  sxxff iciently 
interesting  to  overcome  the  natural  lethargy  of  most  of 
those   not  participating. 


Section  8.     Attitudes   on  Social  Questions 
In  selecting  questions  ivhich  might  be   used  to  elicit   subjective 
information,  ve  used   several  criteria: 

1)  Did  the   question  involve   an  issue  which  everyone   as  a 
citizen  vra.s   likely  to  be   called  upon  to  face? 

2)  Vas   it  a  question  rrhich  had  imaediate   or  past  pertin- 
ence to  the  personal  as  i/ell  as  the   social  lives   of 
those   intervievred? 

3)  Could  it  be   so  phrased  and  so  presented  tliat  ansvrers 
vrould   shoTj-  the   degree   of  arrareness  to  basic   social 
situations? 
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All  of  the  questions  on  the  Schedule,  it  \vill  be  noted,  fall  roughly 

into  three  groups:   the  highly  objective,  those  partially  objective  and 

partially  subjective,  and  those  highly  subjective.   In  the  main  to  have 

reserved  for  this  Section  those  v;hich  involve  a  high  degree  of  subjectivity. 

General  Level  of  '..^ages 

He  believe  one  of  the  qxiestions  which  met  these  criteria  best  y/as 

that  which  asked: 

"ARE  lYAGES  of  l/ORiCJRS  GENERALLY  HIGH  ENOUGH? 
IF  NOT,  BY  WHAT  AGENCY  COULD  THEY  BEST  BE 
RAISED?" 

In  spite  of  the  dependence  of  this  group  upon  vrage  incomes  for 
subsistence,  4,49^  did  not  knor;  whether  T/ages  were  too  low,  and  20.02^ 
said  vra-ges  vrere  too  low,  but  did  not  Icnow  hov;  they  might  be  raised. 
These  ansvrers  and  the  way  in  which  they  had  been  given  indicated  that 
this  proportion  (1  youth  out  of  every  4)  had  given  very  little  thought 
to  this  question.  Any  ideas  that  there  is  any  radical  sentiment  in 
this  group  of  youth  should  be  allayed  by  the  fact  that  less  than  1%   be- 
lieved that  a  new  economic  system  Tra.s  the  best  \my  to  raise  wages. 

A  24-year-old  Negro  girl,  v;ho  had  had  t^Yo  years  of  college,  and  is 

now  employed  as  a  maid,  felt  keenly  the  competition  of  the  labor  market: 

"Lovj-  \7ages  are  being  accepted  by  workers  who  are 
efficient  because  they  have  to  live  and  if  they 
refuse  the  salary  given,  some  other  person  less 
capable  vdll  be  given  the  job." 

Other  responses  range  from  the  naive  answer  of  an  unemployed  youth  vvhose 

education  stopped  at  the  sixth  grade: 

"It's  the  laachines  v;hat  cause  it.  If  they  could 
do  away  with  machines,  it  vrould  help." 


AfiV  iicvq'w-qwo-i'^V  ,■;■**;  "joi;  Cwiw.,  lo,.  wU^JCj- 

-tfl  eaariT 

•■lo-jiBcey:^:  . 
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to  that  a  17-year-old  high   school  boy,  who   showed  careful  consideration 

of   the   possibilities: 

"l/ages  are  too   low,   but  who  should  regulate  them  is 
a  very  large   question.      If  the   Govermuent  regulates 
them,   this  would   only  take   in  industries,   cafes, 
stores,   but  the   private   far-iily  who  employs  help 
would  not  be   affected  by  this  and  tliese    (domestics) 
are  the   persons  v;ho  need  shorter  hours  and  more 
money.      If  the   labor  union  regulates  the  T/ages,   they 
hs-ve   a  chance  to  accept   or  reject  members." 

Table   106  presents  the   numerical  and  percentage   distribution  of 

responses  to  this   question. 

TABL3   106 lIUII.niCAL  Al©  FJIlCs^TAiJZ  DISTRIBUTIOII  of   779  l^GRO  YOUTH* 

ACGCCRDIiTG  TO  IIESPOlSES  to  QUSSTIOES:   ARE  ITAGES  of  YiTORIffiRS 
63I1ERJ1LLY  HIGH  BIJOUGH?      IF  HOT,   BY  YEIAT  AGEIIGY  COULD  THEY 
BEST  BE  R/ilSED? 

"Total         T  otaT 
jj_umber_  fa 

Total 779  100^ 

Tfages   are  not  too   lovj-  18  2,31 

Y/ages  are  too   low,   but  do  not  knovv"  hovf  to  raise  them     156  20«02 

Too   low:    greater  individual  effort  23  2.95 

Too   lovf:    labor  unions — workers'   organizations, 

collective  bargaining,   strikes  84  10,78 

Too  low:   Governin.ent  regulation — KEA,    other  govern- 
ment measures  307         39,40 

Too   low:   employer — company  unions,  bonuses,   profit 

sharing,  piece   rates  140  17.97 

Too   low:   nevj-  economic   system—co-operatives,   govt, 
ovmership   of  industry 

Too  loTj":    other  agencies 

Some  wages  are  too   low,   and   some   are  not 

Ho  opinion,   do  not  Imow  ^ „__„__ 

*  Of  the  Iiegro  youth,   5  made  no  response"  to  this   question  and  are  not 
included   in  this  Table, 


Comparisons 

Comparing  the   sexes  as  to  answers  to  this   question,   almost  exactly 
the   same  percentage  believed  ivagos  were  not  too   loTf,   2,38^  in  the 
case   of  the  males  and   2, 28^0  in  the   case   of  the  females.     The  percent- 
age  of  males  having  no   opinion  ivas,   however,  higher  than  that   of  the 
females,  with  7,l'-l{o  as  against  3,09fo,  while   the  percentage   of  males 


7 

.90 

4 

.51 

5 

.64 

35 

4.49 
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•who  felt  T/ages  vrere  too  lov/  but  did  not  knov;  how  to  raise   them  -ims 
much  lovrer,  heing  11,56,^  as  against  25.2^0  for  females. 

The  males  endorsed  government  regulation  as  a  means   of  raising 
vra,ges   in  greater  numbers  tlian  did  females,   the  percentages  being 
4:5,53%  and  36.77^.      On  the   other  hand,   the    females  endorsed   labor 
unions  to  a  slightly  higher  extent,  the  percentage  of  ansvrers  be- 
ing 11,57;^  for  females   and  9,52rb  for  males. 

Again,   education  contributed  to  more   definite   ej:pressions   of  opinion, 

for  the   number  giving  no   response   and  the  number  responding  that  wages 

vrere  too   lov;  but  did  not  knovr  hov;  to  raise  them  dropped   steadily  as  the 

educational  level  rose.      Other  chsmges  vrere   less  marked,   though  there 

appeared  steady   increase   in  those  v;ho  believed  the   employers  were   the 

best  agency  for  raising  v;ages,   and  v;ho  believed  in.  labor  action  as  a 

means,  as  the   groups  v>-ith  more  education  are   considered. 

Dividing  the  youth  on  the  basis  of  employment  status,  the 
group  in  school  vra,s  the  only  group  of  vrhich  more  than  50!,1  be- 
lieved government  regulation  VTas  the  best  vra.y  to  raise  vrages. 
This   group  also  gave  the   fewest  n-omber   of  responses  that  vra,ges 
were  too  low  but  did  not  loiovj-  how  to  raise  them.      Only  one 
houseiTife   intervievrod  believed  that  Tra.ges  vrere  not  top   low» 
None   of  the   group  not  employed,   l.SlfJ  of  the  part-time  employed, 
and   3.86>o  of  the   unemployed  group  held  this   opinion. 

Attitude   on  Child   Labor 

A  second  question  was  that  v/hich  ashed: 

"SHOULD  GOVEPJ-nOTT  PROIilBIT  BY  LAV:  Tlio  GAIITFUL 
LABOR  of  CHILDREN  14  or  15  YEARS  OLD?  IF  TIIE 
MSl"iIi;R  IS  TES,  \iEkT  SIICEPTIONS,  IF  AI-IY,  V.'OULD 
you  IL/Uffi   IN  THIS  LA.T?" 

Only  ,64,"^  did  not  express   an  opinion,   a  fact   indicating  tliat  the 

question  vra.s  already  familiar  to  most   of  these  youth,      Tvrelve  percent 

e:q)ressed  themselves   as  being  opposed  to  government  prohibition  of  child 

labor,  -ahile   37, 2;^  endorsed   such  a   lavT,   66. 45^"^  feeling  that  the   lav; 

should  be  all-inclvisive,  and  the   remainder  making   some   e:>:ception,   the 

most  frequent  being  cases  vrhere   the   faiTiily  needed  help   or  the   child  vra,s 

dependent. 


.Jbrsa  -^©BiTc 


.11  i   oej&o.n:, 

r.f-  aqooig  orf*. 


,i»jjt;!:ic:f.  -d,  ..T£i.TO 
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More  opposition  to  such  a  Ict:  is  found  in  the  .\reas  of  relatively 

high  economic  status,  7  and  12,  v/hilG  Areas  10,  13,  and  14,  which 

are  lower  in  their  econoiiiic  composition,  vrere  less  opposed  to  such 
a  la^T, 

One  basis  for  negative  answers  to  this  question  is  found  in  the 

reply  of  a  19-year-old  housenaid  \n.tli   a  tenth  grade  education: 

"The  Governiaent  should  not  prohibit  children  fron 
working  because  if  sone  of  then  vrore  not  able  to 
v;orlc,  what  vrauld  become  of  then?   Some  children 
have  no  nothers  and  fathers  or  close  relations 
to  help  them;  some  of  their  parents  are  ill,  un- 
able to  vforl:,  and  some  are  put  ovit  to  make  it 
for  themselves  even  if  they  do  have  parents.   If 
these  were  not  allowed  to  work,  virhat  would  the 
comiTamity  be  like?  '.:e   would  jiave  more  stealing 
and  hirh- jackinr , " 

A  21-year-old  ci^l  feels  this  situation  can  be  met,  for  she  says: 

"Cliildren  should  be  prohibited  from  work  and  made 
to  go  to  school  until  they  finish  high  school, 
even  if  this  has  to  be  done  by  force.  Some  pro- 
vision should  be  made  by  the  government  for  those 
children  who  have  no  one  to  help  them.  The  parent 
should  be  responsible  for  their  children," 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  by  number  and  percentage  is 

shovm  in  Table  107. 
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TABLE   107— ]^rUT,IErJCAL  MID  PEnC^TTACE  DISTRIDUTIOIT  of  781  I-IEGRO  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  RESPOIISES  to  QUESTIOHS:    SHOULD  GGVERiaiELiT 
PROHIBIT  by  LAiV  KE  GAIKFUL  LABOR  of  CKILDPu^N  14  or  15 
YEARS  OLD?      IF  30,  l.^IAT  EXCEPTIONS,    IF  ANY,  ITOULD  YOU 
liAKE   IN  THIS  IMn 


Total  Total 

Number  % 


Total 781  lOO;^.  _ 

Should  not  prohibit  gainful  child  labor  by  lav/  95     12,16 

Should  prohibit  all  gainful  child  labor  519     66.45 

Should  prohibit  except  when  family  needs  help  125     16.00 

Should  prohibit  e::oept  when  youth  rreints  ovm  money  11      1.40 
Should  prohibit  until  youth  attains  a  certain 

grade**  1       .13 
Should  prohibit  except  v/hen  further  school  progress 

is  impossible  13      1.66 
Should  prohibit  except  I'foen  parents  are  dead,  in- 
valid, or  child  dependent  51      6,53 
Should  prohibit:  other  exceptions  2       .25 

No  opinion,  do  not  know 5 •_^ii_ 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,  *3  mad'e  no  re'spons'e  to*  this  question  and  are  noi: 

included  in  this  Table. 

**YJhere  respondent  suggested  High  School  graduation  as  minimum  grade 
attainment,  it  rra-s  not  listed  in  this  categoiy. 


Comparisons 

Greater  opposition  to  a  law  prohibiting  the  gainful  labor  of 
children  14  or  15  years  old  is  found  among  Negro  males  than 
among  fermles,  19.66jt  of  the  males  saying  the  goverrjiient  should 
not  prohibit  child  labor  as  against  7,62;^  of  the  females. 

Opposition  to  the  law  seemed  not  to  be  in  any  v;ay  correlated 
vj-ith  educational  attaimuent. 

On  the  basis  of  employrient  status,  the  group  in  school  has  a  higher 
percentage  opposed  to  the  law  than  any  other  group,  constituting 
28,94>,  compared  -with  11.35;b  of  the  group  gainfully  employed, 
10,14>o  unemployed,  and  l.Sff/'i  of  housei-rives. 

C  ommuni  ty  Me  a  s  ur  e  s  for  the  Prevention  of.  _De  linguency 

A  fevf  of  the  youth  had  themselves  come  on  conflict  rdth  the  law, 

others  had  acquaintances  v:ho  had,  and  all,  either  through  gossip  or 

the  daily  nevrspaper,  vrere  aware  that  youth  of  their  ov.ii  age  were  being 

charged  almost  daily  as  delinquents  or  on  criminal  offenses.  Our 
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question  on  what  the   cor.iiTAxnity  could  do  to  l:eep  young  people   out   of  these 
difficulties   gave   an  opportunity  to  neasure   the   extent  and   character   of 
the   youth's  thintinj. 

There  ira.s  nounaaimtyof  thou;;^ht,   a-:is'.;ers  falling  roughly  into   si:: 
categories,   v/hich  to  sone   extent   overlap: 

1)  The   fatalistic  vieiT  that   if  the   individual  did  not  have 
the   proper  home   supervision,   the   coi"n:?.\anity  could  do 
nothing:"-  held  by  28.94,o 

2)  Recreation  "■-as   su^gssted  by  19.03 j 

o)      Inprovenent   of  enployraent,   occupation,   and  economic 
conditions   -  by  10.41,^ 

4)  Better  education  and  enforcing  compulsory  school  attend- 
ance  la.xr'^-  by  11, 04,0 

5)  Better  general   lav  enforcement  -  by  11.3i;'o 

6)  Could  not   suggest  m.ethou  -   10,67/o 

The  more   specific  responses,   from  T:hich  these   combinations  have   been 

made,   are   shov/n  in  Table   103, 

TABL3  108— lITJl.r^illCAL  IdD  I  ZLlCZiilTAG::  DISTPJBUTIOII  of  760  llEGRO  YOUTE* 
ACCOrJDIlIG  TO  PRIITCIPAL  IffiTHGD  SUGGJSTUD  BY  VdllCH  COIIIUIII- 
TY  COULD  I{i]^P  YOUiTG  PZOFLi   CUT   OF   TROUBLl: 

""  ^        '  "'""  *      '  Total  Total 

IJumber  _      /o 

Total 760  .lOOTo... 

Provide   employment  55  7,23 

Provid.e   recreation:    sports,   athletics,   clubs, 

recreation  centers 
Provide  recreation   (as   in  2),   but  v<ltL   cv.porvision 
Stricter  control  of  liquor  and   saloons,   ga:".ibling 
Improve   la-i;  enforcement,   juvenile   courts,  police; 

provide   curfevr 
Improve  economic   conditions   including  relief 
Keep  them  busy,    occupied,   give   them  something  to  do 
Provide  more   or  better  education  for  youth  or 

parents;    se::  education 
Do  not  IcnoiT;    or   other 

Individual  or  fai/dly  mg.tter  only 

*   Of  the  iJegro  youth,    24  riiade  no  response  to  this   quection  and  are  not 

included  in  this  Table, 

1.  Coded  lander   "Other''' 


43 

5.66 

102 

15.42 

53 

6.97 

33 

4.34 

7 

,92 

73 

10.26 

42 

5.52 

127 

16.71 

220 

28.94 
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Comparisons 

The  total  group  of  males  and  females  shovred  only  slight  differences 
both  in  the  feeling  that  nothing  could  be  done  by  the  corimunity  to  prevent 
youth  fron  coming  into  conflict  idth  the  laiv  and  those  xrho   felt  that  a 
given  method  v^-as  the  most  effective . 

Educational  level  did,  hoirever,  seem  to  have  an  influence  for,  for 
the  total  group,  the  number  r/ho  felt  there  v/as  nothing  the  comnimity 
could  do  steadily  decreased  mth  educational  attainment,  rrhile  the  n\imber 
vrfio  suggested  recreation  as  the  most  effective  m.ethod  steadily  increased 
vdth  educational  attaim.ient.  Those  from  the  lover  educational  levels  sug- 
gested' In  greater  nuti»rs need  for  a  compulsory  school  attendance  law  for 
delinquency  prevention. 

Of  those  employed  full  time,  37,03,^  said  they  felt  there  vra.s 
nothing  the  community  could  do,  v/hile  only  30.92;o  of  the  unemployed 
and  30,49;o  of  housewives  gave  this  response.  The  same  response  vas 
given  by  25,"o  of  the  groups  not  employed  and  22/o  of  those  employed 
part  time  or  on  government  relief. 

Attitude  toward  DrirJiing 


It  v/as  indeed  difficult  to  present  to  these  youth  a  question  in 
regard  to  drinhing  i/hich  irould  not  put  them,  on  the  defensive,   without 
ashing  about  personal  habits,  \b   presented  a  series  of  responses  and 
ashed  the  youth  to  choose  that  v;hich  fitted  most  nearly  his  omi  attitude, 
or  if  none  of  them  seem_ed  to  fit,  to  suggest  some  phrase  or  sentence 
that  vrould.  On  -'diis  basis  vro  found  29, 2;^  opposed  to  all  drinlcing,  an 
additional  52.58;j  who  believed  it  should  be  confined  to  the  home,  9.17/0 
v;ho  believed  that  it  \ras   permissible  in  a  restricted  number  of  public 
places,  and  5,81^o  vfho  believed  it  was  permissible  in  a  longer  list  of 
public  places. 


"■wx  i >*.'a .jr«; .jtio^i*  -taciwuiis  ai  i^twc. 
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Dividing  the    group  on  another  basis,  vv-e  found  in  addition  to  the 
29,2/i  opposed  to  all  drinking,   30,97fo  -were  morally  opposed  to  drink- 
ing themselves  but  felt   it  v.'as  permissible   for   others,  v/hile   36o69;ro 
believed   it  was  periaissible  for   themselves  as  vrell.     The  variation 
in  the  proportions   of  the  youth  intervievred  in  each  Area  vdio  xrere 
opposed  to  all  drinking  is  veiy   small. 

The   corplete  tabulation  of  responses  to  this  question  is   fomid  in 

Tab Is   109. 

TABLr]   109— iTOlZniCAL  AIID  PxJnCUITTAG^  DI3TIIIBU2I0N   of   774  \TZGRO  YOUTH* 
ACCOiTDDIG  TO  W/JT^SoZ,!)   OPI"JIOI:S  AS   TO  CIRCUI,:STA1-ICES  XmUJR 

YiiicH  DniHKiHG  IS  Pi.i"a:i33iB:i; 


Total  Total 

Nur;iber  % 


Total  774  lOO;,'. 


Oppose   all  drinl:ing  226  29.20 

Permissible   only  for   others   in  homes  144  13.60 

Permissible   for   others  and   self  in  hom.es  263  33.98 
Permissible   for  others   in  public  places,   excepting 

public   dances,   games,   etc.  63              8.14 

Permissible  for  others   and   self   in  public  places, 

vath  above   exceptions  8              1,03 

Permissible   anyirhere,  but   only  for   others  32              4.13 

Permissible   anjn/here   for  others  and   self  13              1.68 
Other 

¥.0  opinion 25 3.23 

*   Of  the   ITegro  youth,    10  made  no  response  to  this   question  and  are   not 

included   in  this   Table. 


Comparisons 

In  choosin:^  the    set   of  circumstances  under  vriiich  they  felt  drinking 

to  be   permissible,    31.95;'j  of  females    said  they  vjere   opposed  to  all  drinking 

and   24*3;;o  of  mo.les   gave  this  response.      Of  i.ales   30.19^0,   and  of  females 

31.42^,   believed  there  xrere   circui.istaucGs  under  vriiich  it  vras   permissible 

for  others  to  drink.      Those  i-rho  believed   it  was  permissible   for  themselves 

one 
to  drink  under   some/of  the   circuj.'.stances   constituted  41.21^  of  males  and 


34;o  of  females. 


A  check  on  the  educational   levels   showed  that  those  who  had  not 
completed  the   sixth  grade   and  those  vrho  had   some   college   experience 
vrere    less   opposed  to  all  drinking  than  vrere   those  vriio  had  completed 
the   7th,    8th,   9th,    10th,   or   11th  (grades. 

Among  the    occupational  groups,   opposition  to  dririing   shows   con- 
siderable variation,   49,66/1  oi''  those   in  school  boing   opposed  to  all 
drinking,   32,63,o   of  the   housewrives  being  opposed,   and   23. 13, a  of  the 
gainfully  employed,    EQTi  of  the   part-time   employed  and  the  unemployed 
voiced  this   opposition. 

Attitude    on  "..ar 


/jiother  question  involving  a  major   social  issue  v;as  that  concerning 
the   attitude  tovrard  "vur.     '.ie  felt  that  the   bsst  measure   of  this  v/as  to 
ask  those   interviewed  to  tell  tis  irhat  action  they  believed  they  v/-ould 
take    if  the  United  States   declared  war.      In  order  to  iiiake  this   question 
universal,  we  ^.Tere   forced  to  ask  the   girls   interviewed  to  assujn©  that  thoy 
vrere  men  and,   therefore,   eligible  to  volunteer  or  to  bo   drafted. 

On  this  basis  we   found  9,7o;a  of  the   total  group  VTho  had  no   opinion, 
although  each  person  intei^/iewed  iro.s   given  the  benefit   of  a   suggested 
list   of  possible   courses   of  action,     ".e   found  that  44,13>  vrould  volunteer 
ani    24. 32^^;  would  go  if  drafted,  white  only   17.49;=  vrould   seek  to  avoid  the 
conflict  by  refusal  to  go,   by  seeking   official  exemption,   or  performing 
only  non-combative   service. 

Area   12,  the  most  uniform  /j-ea  and  the    one   liaving  a  relatively  high 
educational  and  economic   level,   contained  by  far  the    largest  number  \ih.o  said 
they  would  refuse   to   go   or  fell   in  the  non-combative   group,   amounting  to 
31,63,j  of  all  persons   in  that  iLi-ea,     The   number   and  percentage   choosing 
each  of  the   suggested  courses   of  action  are   shovm  in  Table   110. 
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1ABLZ   110— ITUlERIC/i  MP  PURCi:iN!TAGiJ  DISTIIIBUTIOII  of  777  lEGP.O  YOUTK* 
ACCORDING  TO  R.SPOilS.ilS  TO  QUUSTIOII:     YiRAH  "j"OULD  YOU  DO 

HI  cAs:^  Tiz.  n'lTZD  stat:.s  d:jclj\r:;d  wYlR?-* 


Total 


Total 

Total     ■ 

N\mber 

% 

777 

lOO/o 

2<=2 

31.14 

101 

12.99 

189 

24.32 

26 

3.34 

6 

.77 

33 

4.24 

51 

6.56 

52 

6.69 

1 

.12 

76 

9.78 

Volunteer  ior.ied lately 

Volunteer — "they'd  ret  ne  anjn,-ra.y" 

Go  if  drafted 

Go  if  invasion  threatened 

Go  if  drafted  or   invasion  tlireatened 

Seek  official  ercenption 

Refuse  to  go 

Perform  only  non-combative    service 

Other 

Ho  opinion,   do  not  loaoTf 

*   Of  the  iTegro  youth.  If  made   no  response   to  this   question  and  are  not 

included  in  this   Table. 
**Girls  vrere   asked  to  ansv;sr  this  question  as  if  they  vrere  men. 


Comparisons 

Tv/o  differences   o.ppear  when  the  responses   of  the   -biro   sexes  are 
compared  as  to  the   question: 

""iUL/'.T  vroULD  YOU  DO  HI  CASE  TIE  UlIITED  STATfJS 

DJCL.iRi:D  ;:ar?" 

L"e   find  that  a   rreator  numbor   of  ^irls   cculd   :,ive   no   opinion,    11.04:t,   as 

against   1,11%  of  the  males,   and  a  larger  nuriber  of  males  vrould  volunteer 

imi^ied lately,    3'i-.45;o,   to   23.95;o  of  the    fc:..ales. 

Combining  the   responses,    "VoliuToeer  irar.;ediately"  and   "Volunteer — 
they'd  get  iTie   anyvra.y",  vre   find  tMt  4G;o  of  the  group   in  school  gave 
one   of  these  responses,   41,18/o  of  the   gainfully  employed  gave   one  of 
the   responses,   40.S/'o  of  the   partially  employed  group,  44>  of  those 
employed  on  government  vrork  relief,   47.58fJ  of  those  unemployed,  and 
35.66;t  of  the  homemakers   or  house^/ives.     The  number  vho  would  refuse 
to  go   is   6)^  for   school  students,   4^0  for  those   on  government  work 
relief,   9.19^o  for  homemakers   or  housevdves,   and  bet^reen  5/'o  and  6/o 
for  all   other   groups. 

Racial  Attitudes 


In  determining  attitudes   tovrard  the  treatment  v/hich  should   or   should 
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not  be  afforded  all  racial  groups,  it  was  deemed  v/isest  to  approach  the 
matter  'indirectly  by  providing  five  questions  relating  to  some  specific 
element  in  the  situation  and  v/hich  might  be  answered  either  positively  or 
negatively.   Such  information  seems  highly  pertinent  to  this  group  because 
of  the  isolation  and  segregation  to  irhich  they  have  been  subjected  for  so 
many  years.   In  securing  ansvrers  to  each  of  the  questions,  we  attempted  to 
have  the  intervievree  conscious  of  the  three  "racial"  groups  in  Dallas — the 
v;-hite,  the  Mexican,  and  the  Negro — and  that  iThere  the  ;iegro  ansvrered  posi- 
tively he  T/as  endorsing  a  quality  of  treatment  not  only  for  white  and  IJegro 
groups,  but  for  the  I'exican  group  as  irell.  Feeling  toTra.rd  i;exicans  is 
often  bitter  for  they  are  looked  upon  as  economic  competitors,  dangerous 
to  vfhat  little  the  aegroes  feel  they  have  in  job  security,  and  some  who 
felt  li'egroes  deserved  equal  treatment,  vrere  hesitant  about  extending  it 
to  their  competitors. 

The  first  question  vra.s: 

"SHOULD  ISIIBEES  of  DIFFI]Iij:1IT  PJlCES  RLCEI\G  TIE 
SA12  PAY  FOR  THE  SAI.IE  JOB  IF  THEY  lEWE  EQUAL 
SKILL  and  TRAIIHilG?" 

'.."e  found  only  1,4;^  ans^rering  that  they  should  not,  7.02^^  had  no 

opinion  in  the  matter,  and  91.57/'i  ajiswered  affirmatively. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  shovm  in  Table  111. 
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TABLE   111— -LraiZ;RICAL  AlID  PiiinCJilTAG.J   DISTRIBUTIOH   of   783  lECRO  YOUTH* 
ACCORDIIIG  TO  R^SPOiiSi^S  TO   'iFbSTIOil:    SHOULD  IS1IB2RS   of 
DIFFEr(jJilT  RA.CES  RECEIVE   THE   SAiE  PAY  FOR  THE   S/ulE   JOB   IF 
THEY  I-L\VE  EQUAL  SKILL  MD  TRAIHING? 


Total 
Number 

Total 

Total 

783 

lOOr; 

Should 
Should  not 
Ho  opinion 

717 

11 
55 

91.57 
1.40 
7.02 

included   in  this   Table . 

A  second  question  vias: 

"SHOULD  PUBLIC   SCHOOLS  SPEHD  PR0PC;:;TI0HATE  /JiOUlITS 
of  HOHEY  OH  ALL  PJiCES?" 

Again  r/e    found  that   over   91,b  ansv^red  this  positively  and  only  l,91/o 

negatively.      The   complete   tabulation  of  responses   is   found   in  Table   112. 

TABLE   112— JIUI.LIRICAL  i\HD  PERCEHTAGE   DISTRIBUTIOH   of  783  I'lSGRO  YOUTH* 
ACCORDIIIG   TO  RE3P0USE   TO  QUEST  lOlJ:    SHOULD  PUBLIC    SCHOOLS 
SP^HD  PROPORTIONATE  JS.IOUNTS   of  liONEY  on  ALL  RACES? 


■  Tota-l  ■ 

Total' 

Number 

% 

Total 

783 

100^ 

Should 

714 

91.19 

Should  not 

15 

1,91 

No  opinion 

54 

6.90 

*  Of  the  Negro  youth,    1  made   no  response   to  this   question  and  is  not 
included   in  this   Table. 


The  third  question  really  involved  the  matter   of  segregation,   for  here 

ive   ashed: 

"SHOULD  PERSONS   OF  iiLL  Ry.CES   ^1.  ALLDV/ED  TO  USE 
ALL  T/Ei-SU?PORTED  FACILITIES    (SUCH  AS  PATtKS, 
LIBPJU:iIES,  AUDITORIUl^S,   ETC.)?" 

and  explained  that  vre  meant  at  the    sojne  time   and  vfithout  distinction 
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because  of  color,  liore  opposition  vjas  found  in  this  instance,  there 
being  a  significant  percentage  v:ho  believed  tMt  se^rs,;ation  made  for 
harmony  although  there  T--as  an  aliaost  universal  feeling  that  equal 
facilities  should  be  provided. 

This  suggestion  ims  lonsolicited,  but  one-third  of  those  opposed  to 
the  use  of  the  same  facilities  at  the  same  time  expressed  themselves 
so  decisively  in  this  regard  that  it  v^as  recorded,  l.'e  have  every  reason 
to  believe  that  had  the  question  been  phrased  to  ask  vfhether  equal  facil- 
ities should  be  provided  for  all  races,  there  -,.-ould  liave  been  no  opposi- 
tion. Even  Td.th  the  feeling  held  by  some  that  segregation  contributes  to 
harmony,  72,28>o  of  the  total  group  answered  that  persons  of  all  races 
should  use  all  ta::-supported  facilities  at  the  same  tine.  The  ti^To  points 
are  illustrated  graphically  in  these  responses,  both  from  married  llegro 
females: 

"Colored  children  should  not  play  with  vrhlte   children 
because  they  mil  fight  and  because  this  is  a  Jim 
Crow  state  and  mght  cause  a  riot,  I  do  thinkthe  same 
amoimt  of  money  should  be  spent  on  parks  for  I'legroes 
as  is  spent  on  parks  for  whites." 

"Yes,  I  believe  the  parks  should  be  used  by  all  the 
people  at  the  same  time,  ''.le   are  all  flesh  and  blood 
and  God  made  us  just  like  He  did  the  other  races.  They 
are  no  better  than  ive  are.  That's  our  trouble;  now  our 
grandmothers  and  fathers  taught  us  that  v^hites  vrere 
better  and  that  vre  should  look  up  to  them.   If  vre  could 
only  malce  the  yovmg  folks  today  believe  they  are  as 
good  as  anybody,  vre  would  be  better  off," 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  found  in  Table  113, 
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r/iBIZ;   113 ^MUI.L3?JCAL  /ilTD  ?i.:.Ci:i:TAC:;  DISyr.ITJTIOil  of  783  lEGRO  YOUTil* 

ACCQRDIIIG  TO  RJSPOiTS-iS  TO  qUUSTIO":   SEOULD  P^.SCiTS  of  ALL 
RACES  E3  IJuUy.in:   to  ITGL  :1.L  TiuI-SUPPOETJD  Pi^CILITIaJS 

(SUCH  AS  p/j^r.s,  lidp^ues,  AUDiTonmis,  etc.)? 


TotaT  Total 


Total 783 10p/o_ 

Should  566            72.28 

Should  not  125            15.96 

Ho   opinion  &2            11.74 


*   Of  the  ITegro  youth,    1  rnade  no  response  to  this  question  and   is  not 
included  in  this   Table, 


The  fourth  question  v.tis: 

"SHOULD  ALL  H/IC-^S  D;^  RLPRIJSxjiTTZlD  OU  TIZ,  CITY 

polici:  forcl?" 

V.ie  here   further  explained  tliat  vre   intended  the   question  to  mean  that 
such  representc.tires   should  serve   in  tl'.a   area  of  the  race  to  which  they 
belonged.     Acain  vre   find  aliaost  ui-:an:.ao-L-.s   approval,   38,25,^  ansTrerinj:  posi- 
tively,  4.21^  negatively,   end   7.55,o  sayir.3  they  did  not  Iniov:,     Three   of 
the   responses   seen  especially  significant. 

The   first  is  fron  a  single   20-year-old  youth  enployed  as  a  porter: 

"I  vrould  not  like  to  see  llegro  police  because  they 
vrouldn't  lip.ve  any  voice  in  an\'-thing  a:i;]Avay.  They 
vrould  be  more   or   less  jiistreated." 

The   second  is  from  an  13-year-old  high  school  graduate: 

"All  races  should  be  represented  on  police  forces  and 
they  should  not  assign  llegroGs  to  the  ilegro  district, 
Eexicans  to  the  I.er.ican  district;  they  should  be  sent 
into  any  district  because  each  race  should  learn  that 
there  are  intelligent  members  in  other  races  and  that 
they  deserve   to  be   respected." 

The   third   is  from  aii  unemployed  youth: 

"There  should  be  a  policeman  of  everj-  race  on  the  police 
force,  but  in  some  ilegro  sections  of  the  city,  it  vrould 
be  bad  to  have   a  i>iegro  policeman  because   the   rough  type 


iizoup  al 
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•v-rould  not  listen  to  hin  and,   be  ins  an  officer  of  the 
lavf,   he  vrould  attempt  to  enforce  the   lai7.      The   first 
thing  that  would  coae   into  the  rough's  mind  vrould  be, 
«I  mil  just  kill  himj   they  won't  do  anything  to  me 
for  killing  him — he   is  a  llegro'.     The    law  in  Dallas 
doesn't  do  anything  to  you  for  killing  a  member   of 
your   orm  race,   especially  if  it  is   a  ilegro.      So  to 
save   a  life,    I  would  rather  not  have  IJegro  policemen." 

The   complete  tabulation  of  responses   is   shovm.  in  Table   114, 

TABIi^   114 NTO:IERICAL  M^I)  PEP.CZJNTAGI]  DISTSIBUTIOLI  of  783  lEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCOEDBIC-  TO  RESPOIJSES  TO  QUESTIOl-I:      SHOULD  ALL  R/.CLS  BS 
xffiPIGSEllTLD  on  THE  CITY  FOLIC  J  FOxRCE? 


Total 
lli-imber 

Total 

Total 

783 

lOOfo 

Should 
Should  not 
No  opinion 

691 
33     • 
59 

83.25 
4.21 
7.53 

"Of  the  ITe'gro  youth,    1  made   no  response  to  this   question  and   is  not 
included  in  this   Table, 


The   last  question  which,  while  based  on  the   peculiar  political  situ- 
ation in  Texas,   nevertheless   involved  the   general  principle   of  racial 
equality.      In  Texas  the   Democratic  Party  holds  primary  election  to  deter- 
mine  its   candidates   for  office.     Since   Linder  normal   circuiiistances,   however, 
the  vote   of  the   State   is   over'.Thelrrj.ngly  Democratic,   the  iTiajority  secured 
in  these  primaries   is  tantamount  to  election.     The   Democratic   Party,  how- 
ever, has  maintained  that  these   elections   are   strictly  for  that  Party  and 
that  they  have  the   right  to  determine   eligibility  to  vote,   and   on  this 
basis  have   always  excluded  Negroes,      It  was  from  this   situation  tliat  v-re 
drew  otir  question, 

"SHOULD  PRniARY  ELECTIONS  BE   OPEN  TO  ALL  QUALI- 
FIED VOTERS  REGiLRDILSS   of  R/lCE?" 

Again,    opposition  was  so   small  among  the  Negroes  as  to  be   almost 


■".v.. 
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non-existent,   comprising   only   .6G,o  of  the   group   responding  to  the 

question.     liovever,  we   found  that   in  spite   of  the   importance   of  this 

question  to  the   political   lives   of  the   Texas  l^erroes,   a  significantly 

large   percentage  ivere    so  miacquainted  T/ith  the  whole   situation  that 

they  could   offer  no   opinion,    15,47,1  of  the    group   giving  this  reply. 

The   complete  tabulation  of  responses   is   fomid  in  Table   115, 

TABLE   115— MJIIirdCAL  Ax.D  PojiP.CU.iTTAGI:,  DISTPIBUTIOil  of  783  lEGRO  YOUTH* 
AGCOPDIIIG  TO  R^SPOilSUS   TO  QUUSTIOIT:    SHOULD  PRBuJlY  ELlIC- 
TlOilS  Bi;   OPLH  to  ALL  QUALIFIED  VOTPRS  PEGARDLLSS   of  Pj'.CE? 


Total  Total 

llujuber  % 


Total J78_3 100^ 

Should  657     83.90 

Should  not  5       .63 

Ho  opinion l^L JA'A'L- 

*   Of  the  Hegro  youth,  "l  niade  ncT  resp'onse"  to  this   question  and   is  not 
included  in  this   Table. 


Comparisons 


On  the  five  questions  relating  to  measures  of  equality  which  might 
be  granted  to  all  racial  groups,  vre  discover  that  opposition  to  three 
measures  is  slightly  greater  among  loales  and  to  triTo  measures  slightly 
greaters  among  females: 
Opposition  to;  I'tales    Females 

Public  schools  spending  proportinate 

aT'ioimts  of  money  on  all  races 
Representation  of  all  races  on  city 

police  force 
Primary  elections  being  open  to  all 

qualified  voters  regardless  of  race 
Members  of  different  races  receiving 

same  pay  for  jobs  requiring  an  equal 

amount  of  skill  and  training 
Use  of  tax-supported  facilities  mth- 

o\it  segregation 


3.38^ 

1.02^/^ 

5.42 

3.70 

1.35 

.41 

1.35 

1.44 

10.50 

19,34 

-265- 

There  v/as   no  correlation  either  positive   or  negative   betr/een 
educational   levels   and   opposition  to  these  raeasurcs. 

On  the   other  hand,  \re  find  that  the  partially  employed  and  the 
unemployed  vrere  most   opposed  to  members   of  all  races  receiving 
the   same   pay  for  the   same   job,  vhile   those   in  school  vrere  most 
opposed  to  the  public   schools   spending  proportionate  amounts   of 
money  for  all  racial  groups.      The  fully  employed  and  housev/lves 
or  homemakers  vrere  most   opposed  to  the  tise   of  taic-supported 
facilities  T/ithout  segregation,   and   opposition  to  having  all 
races  represented  on  the   city  police   force  vra.s   greatest  aiiiong 
the   fully  employed.     Opposition  to  opening  the   elections  to  all 
qualified  voters  T/as   found  to  be   greatest  among  those   in  school. 
In  all  cases,   it   should  be  reinembered  that  these  percentages 
vrere  very  small. 

Attitude  toTig.rd  Government  Assistance  to  Youth 

In  preceding  Sections  we   have  attempted  to  show  some   of  the  economic 

and   social  difficulties  which  ilegro  youth  face   and  have   reserved  until 

novr  answers  to   our  question  v;hich  was   intended  to  reveal  to  what  e:xtent 

and  in  what  v/ays   these  you'ch  believed  that  governi.ient   should  assist  them 

in  meeting  their  difficulties. 

The   question  vreis   stated  as: 

"SHOULD  TIE  GOTuMir^'LiT  liEL?  YOUTH  16  to   24  Y£I\RS 
of  AGE?      IF   IT   SHOULD,    EI  lillilT  1/AYS?" 

"Je   found  only  5,28^  yj-ho  believed  that   goi^ernment   should  not  render 
some   assistance   to  youth.     Lleasures  tha.t  yould  assist  youth  in  getting 
decent  emplo;^Tnent  at   reasonable  T/ages,   and  further  education  and  vocation- 
al training  received   support   of  from  45^0  to  60^  of  the  group,  v;hile 
measures  not  connected  \n.th.  one    of  these   received  the    support  of  from  6% 
to  30,t, 

The   complete  tabulation  of  responses   is   shorm  in  Table   116, 


TABLE   116 iroiffiRICAL  MD  i^ERCEKTAGS  DISTRIBUTIOH  of   776  NEGRO  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  RESPONSES  TO  TliE  QUESTIONS:  SHOULD  THE 
GOVERmvSHT  HELP  YOUTH  16  to  24  YEjIRS  OF  AGE?  IF  IT 
SHOULD,    li;  "iTHAT  ViAYS? 


41 

5.28 

356 

45.87 

444 

57.21 

352 

45.36 

184 

23.71 

385 

49.61 

399 

51.41 

467 

60.18 

228 

29.38 

47 

6.05 

5 

.64 

Total 776  100,^ 

Government  should  not  help  jrouth  at  all 

Provide  jobs  for  youth 

Help  youth  to  get   jobs 

Regulate  -wages  so  youth  can  earn  a  decent  living 

Finance  youth  vjho  r/ish  to  get  started  in  business 

Help  youth  to  get  vocational  training 

Finance  youth  v;ho  desire  further  education 

Help  needy  parsnts  so  youth  can  continue  in  school 

Provide  more  recreation  facilities  for  youth 

Help  youth  vjho  vri. sh  to  marry 

Other  -ways^       ^ 

*  Of  the  He gro~  youth,  8  made  no  "responsV  to  this  question  and  are  not 
included  in  this  Table. 


C  omparis ons 

Some   differences   appear  xAien.  the   sexes  are  compared   on  the  matter   of 
government  aid  to  youth  betvreen  16  and   24.     VJe  found  that   6.8^  of  males 
vrere   opposed  to   such  aid  and  only  4,37/?  of  females  were   opposed.     Approval 
T/7as  revealed  as   follows: 


.L.::Lo£<l 


Suggested  Measures  Approved  by 

Kales       Females 


50.20:^ 


25.12  24.16 

43.19  53.95 


Provide   jobs  for  youth  38.77/^ 

Help  youth  to  set  jobs  55.40  58.33 

Regulate  wages   so  youth  can 

earn  a  decent   living  45.57  45.20 

Finance  youth  Ti^io  msh  to  get 

started  in  business 
Help  youth  to  get  vocational 

training 
Finance  youth  who  desire   fur- 

ther  education  48.29  53.33 

Help  needy  parents  so  youth 

can  continue   in  school        _  56.80  62.29 

Provide  more   recreation  facil- 

ities   for  youth  26.53  31.04 

Help  youth  v.ho  wish  to  raarry  5.44  6.45 

Educational  level  did  not  materially  affect  these  responses. 

Opposition  to  all  govermiient  assistance   for  youth  vjas   for  all 
occupational   groups  between  the   loTrer   lii.iit  of  4.16fo  of  the  ^group 
working   on  public  work  projects   and  the  upper  limit   of   10.6;a  of 
the  part-time   employed.     The   category  endorsed  by  the   highest  per- 
centage  of  each  group  ms  that   of  helping  needy  parents   so  youth 
can  continue   in  school,  the  percentages   ranging  upv;ard  from  the 
42.48fo  of  the    school   students  to   73.6,;  of  the  housewives   or  home- 
makers.     V.'ith  the   exception  of  financing  youth  who  v;ish  to   get 
started  in  business,  vrtiich  v/as  approved  by  approximately  the   same 
percentage   of  all  groups,   those   in  school  endorsed  in  fewer  numbers 
measures   of  government  assistance,   and   in  most  cases  the  highest 
percenta-es  vrere   found  among  housemves   and  those   employed  full 
tme,  mth  the  percentages   of  those  employed  part  time   and  unemployed 
being  slightly  lower. 

Attitude  tov/ard  the  Future 

The   final  question  on  our   Schedule  provided  a   suggested   list   of 

adjectives   and  we  asked  the  youth  to  choose  the   one   best  describing  his 

feeling  tov/ard  the   clmnces   of  his   leading  the   sort   of  life   he  wished  in 

the   future.      If  he  felt  that   some   other  word  would  equally  describe  his 

attitude,  he  was  asked  to  suggest  it  and   it  t^s   coded  as  the   ninth  response. 


Tsl  Xano ■ 
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vfe  found  that  49.61$'b  expressed  themselves  as  looking  tomrd  the 
future  with  enthusiasm  or  optimism,  while  44.19;^  felt  that  their  primary 
feeling  rras  one  of  indifference,  resignation,  embitterment,  disgust,  dis- 
couragement, fright,  pessimism,  or  bevri.lderment. 

The  6,11^  coded  under  "Other"  included  a  total  of  45  responses,  of 
which  there  were  10  who  felt  hopeful  about  their  futures  and  28  who 
vrould  elaborate  no  further  than  to  say  they  vj-ere  satisfied. 

That  these  attitudes  are  often  derived  from  tragic  situations  is 

illustrated  from  the  folloT-i.ng  tvro   selected  from  many  of  a  similar  nature; 

"The  Negro  youth's  future  in  Dallas  looks  pretty  bad. 
If  they  are  educated,  they  have  no  opportunities  and 
if  they  are  ignorant,  they  are  mistreated.  Unless  a 
change" is  made,  there  is  no  future  for  the  Negro  youth 
in  Dallas." 

"I  am  discouraged  because  I  have  a  son  seven  years  old. 
I  cannot  find  enough  work  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door.   I  have  a  job  paying  (3,50;  out  of  this,  I  pay 
my  carfare.  How  can  I  live,  buy  food,  and  pay  for  a 
place  to  stay?   If  I  could  only  find  a  decent  job  earn- 
ing 06,00  or  .''.7.00  a  vreek,  I  could  make  it.  My  husband 
does  odd  jobs  and  does  not  earn  enough  to  do  anything 
with." 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  found  in  Table  117. 

TABIiC  117 ^TTOERICAL  MD  FERCEIITAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  736  1C]GR0  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING-  TO  RESPONSES  TO  QUESTION:  THAT  IS  YOUR  ATTITUDE 
TO'jARD  the  FUTUIffi? 


Total     Total 
Nvimber      % 


Total 


Enthusiastic 

Optimistic 

Indifferent 

Resigned 

Embittered,   disgusted 

Discouraged 

Viorried 

Frightened  or  afraid 

Pessimistic 

Bewildered,  doubtful,  confused,  lost 

Other 


736 

100^0 

189 

25.67 

177 

24.04 

61 

6.92 

5 

.67 

29 

S.94 

91 

12.36 

99 

13.45 

10 

1.35 

7 

.95 

33 

4.48 

45 

6.11 

*  Ox'  the  Negro  youth,  48  had  no  opinion  and  are  not  included  in  this  Table. 
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Comparisons 

Each  response  to  this  question  v/as  given  by  approximately  the  same 
percentage  of  males  and  females. 

"..h.ile  only  36,18^  of  the  unemployed  looked  to  the  future  mth 
optinism  or  enthusiasm  according  to  their  responses,  60,16^o  of  the  group 
emploj'-ed  full  time  gave  one  of  these  responses,  as  did  57,89^  of  those 
in  school  and  60, 15^  of  the  group  occupied  as  homemakers  or  housewives. 
Forty-eight  percent  of  those  employed  on  government  vrork  projects  and 
56.47^  of  those  employed  part  time  made  this  response.  Of  the  unemployed 
41.2^  expressed  themselves  as  either  discouraged  or  worried,  v/hile  only 
15.94>^  of  the  school  students,  28,31/1  of  those  employed  full  time,  and 
19,36,^  of  those  employed  part  time  made  one  of  tliese  responses. 
Summary  and  Conclusions 

1)  In  the  preceding  discussion  it  lias  been  very  difficult 
to  indicate  what  was  often  impressive  in  the  field, 
namely,  the  lack  of  conviction  that  lay  behind  the 
ansvrers  received  to  many  of  these  social  questions. 

2)  The  n\Amerous  instances  in  vrhich  education  apparently 
had  failed  to  contribute  any  basis  on  Y/hich  opinions 
might  be  formed  led  one  to  believe  that  little  or  no 
consideration  of  these  ;:iajor  problems  is  given  in  the 
present  school  curricultim, 

3)  Another  factor  that  iTas  hard  to  isolate  vra.s   the  feel- 
ing concerning  government  \Thich,  in  most  instances, 
was  thought  of  as  something  in  v/hich  the  youth  himself 
had  no  part,  but  which  seemed  best  represented  by  the 
indefinite  pronoxm  so  frequently  used  -  "they"  should 
do  so  and  so. 

4)  His  ovm  lack  of  voice  in  government,  and  feeling  of 
helplessness  tov/ard  the  vra.ge  situation  which  keeps 
him  impoverished,  naturally  contribute  to  this  feel- 
ing of  detachment, 

5)  The  l-Jegro  youth  believe  almost  unanimously  that  they 
should  be  accorded  a  treatment  equal  to  that  of  the 
white,  but  in  many  instances  the  prospect  of  attain- 
ing this  seems  utterly  hopeless. 
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6)   Slightly  less  than  half  look  on  the  futm^o  v/ith  en- 
thusiasm or  optiiuisru. 


Final  Sunmary  and  Conclusions 
As  a  final  vrord,  one  cannot  help  but  share  the  discouragement  so 
many  of  these  youth  feel,  a  discouragement  that  America  should  permit 
to  continue  conditions  of  ill  housing,  meagre  education,  lack  of  employ- 
ment, low  wages,  and  dearth  of  occupational  opportunities,  coupled  i-.-ith 
racial  antagonism  and  isolation  which  sinnbolize  this  group  and  their 
environment.  ¥or  has  the  education  they  have  received  been  of  such 
character  that  any  one  nay  consider  it  a  vital  force  in  solving  the 
problems  they  must  face  individually  and  collectively.   If  one  can  speak 
collectively  of  so  diverse  a  group,  the  predohiinant  attitude  tovrard  edu- 
cation is  one  of  belief  in  a  symbol,  rather  than  a  critical  evaluation  of 
the  contribution  v^ich  different  types  of  education  might  make  to  their 
lives.  Religion  plays  a  large  part  in  their  lives,  in  many  cases,  no 
doubt,  because  it  compensates  for  the  harshness  of  reality,  iind  if  one 
looks  at  the  group  not  as  individuals,  but  in  the  relationships  to  one 
another,  one  sees  not  a  groiip  united  by  coLimon  suffering,  but  one  ¥d.th 
as  fixed  a  social  hierarchy  as  tliat  of  their  white  neighbors,  based, 
though  it  is  J  on  much  finer  distinctions  of  background,  family,  and 
tradition. 
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PART  T'/ffiLVE.      MEXICAII  YOUTH  MD   THEIR  PR03L5IAS 

Introduction 

"An  understanding  of  the  Mexican  immigrant  rests 
directly  on  knowing  his  culture  traits,  and.... 
to  the  extent  that  the  Mexican  is  viewed  as  a 
problem  in  the  United  States,  culture  conflicts 
are  at  the  bottom  of  the  whole  story.   These  con- 
flicts require  skillful  handling.   The  half-baked 
proscriptions  of  chauvinists  usually  aggravate 
such  conflicts.   -Programs  of  racial  adjustment 
wait  for  their  successful  culmination  upon  a 
thorough  understanding  of  the  complex  and  diverse 
culture  traits  of  Kexicans  by  'Americans'  and  of 
'Americans'  by  Mexicans.   It  is  not  enough  for 
a  few  social  scientists  to  possess  this  knowl- 
edge; it  is  equally  important  that  the  pertinent 
data  become  a  part  of  our  common  knowledge," 

--"The  Mexican  in  the  United  States" 

-  Snory  S.  Bogardus 

During  the  years  1900-1930,  the  prospects  of  $2.50  or  :^3.00  a  day 
wages  as  laborers  on  the  railroads  or  in  the  nevdy  developing  agricul- 
tural areas  of  the  '-Vest  and  Soutliwest  were  none  too  enticing  to  Aaiglo- 
Saxon  Americans,  but  the  contrast  between  these  vrages  and  the  57/  a  day 
usually  earned  by  the  peon  made  relatively  easy  the  task  of  the  labor  eon- 
tractor  soliciting  workers  in  Mexico,  Tlic  result  was  that  the  Mexican 
population  in  Texas  jumped  from  an  estimated  70,000  in  1900  to  125,000 
in  1910,  to  251,000  in  1920,  and  to  600,000  in  1930. 

Betv/een  agricultural  seasons  or  when  railroad  construction  vras  slack, 
many  Mexicans  drifted  into  the  cities,  perliaps  to  find  vrork,  pei-haps  to 
await  a  new  demand  for  their  services.   Some  became  more  or  less  stabilized, 
and  found  it  more  pleasant  or  profitable  to  remain,  vrhile  others,  espec- 
ically  in  these  latter  years,  v;hen  railroad  construction  has  come  to  a 


1,   Gamio,  Manuel,  Mexican  Irarvigration  to  the  United  States,  p.  35; 
University  of  Chicajni"  Press,  Chicago,  1930, 
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standstill,  and  the  demand  for  a i:ri cultural  laborers  is  considerably 
less,  stayed  in  the  cities  because  tliere  was  nowhere  else  to  go.   To  be 
sure  a  number  have,  under  the  inducements  of  the  new  land  policies  of 
the  present  Mexican  government,  returned  to  Mexico,  and  the  yearly  mi- 
gration to  agricultural  areas  continues,   Tlie  number  in  Dallas  is,  how- 
ever, somewhere  near  6,000  and  is  likely  to  remain  near  that  figure  for 
some  time  to  come. 

Handicapped  by  the  barrier  of  language,  and  bringing  with  them  a 
different  set  of  customs  and  habits,  they  have  found  the  task  of  assimi- 
lation a  most  difficult  one,  made  more  difficult  by  the  fact  that  their 
religion  yjs.s   usually  Catholic,  while  the  area  into  which  they  came  was 
predominantly  Protestant.   In  Dallas  we  find  complete  assimilation  in 
only  a  fevj-  instances.   Their  language,  color,  and  social  habits  have 
forced  upon  them  a  social  segro;_;ation  and  isolation,  although,  other 
than  applicable  distinctions  between  aliens  and  citizens,  no  legal  dif- 
ferences of  the  "Jim  Crov/"  character  are  recogjiizod  betvreen  this  and 
other  white  groups. 

There  is,  however,  the  complicating  factor  that  many  of  the  older 
group  were  born  in  Mexico  (84.15?^  of  the  parents  of  the  group  we  inter- 
viev/ed),  and  their  attacliiuents  rciaain  strong.   The  prospect  of  American 
citizenship  is,  as  well,  not  always  attractive,  for  so  long  as  they  re- 
main citizens  of  Mexico,  they  may  depend  upon  the  intercession  and  pro- 
tection of  the  Mexican  Consul,  but  once  naturalized,  they  find  no  cham- 
pion for  their  rights  and,  grievances.   They  have  seen  advantage  taken 
all  too  often  of  the  lack  of  knowledge  of  rights  and  privileges  of  others 
who  have  become  citizens.   Feeling  unwanted  and  hesitating  to  embrace  the 
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unknoirm,  they  retain  these  first  loyalties,  v^hile  the  pressure  of  Ameri- 
canization which  their  children,  born  in  the  United  States,  receive 
through  their  attendance,  however  limited,  at  public  schools,  vddens  the 
breach  between  the  first  and  second  ,^,enerations. 

It  was  the  recognition  of  these  conplicating  factors  of  differences 
in  custom  and  home  background,  and  the  possibility  of  differences  between 
the  youth  and  parents,  that  made  it  seem  wise  to  study  the  Mexican  youth 
as  a  separate  group.   The  same  processes  of  personal  and  conversational 
interview,  investigation  of  cormiumity  facilities,  and  examination  of 
existing  information,  were  used. 

The  problem  was  complicated,  however,    by  the  language  barrier,  ap- 
proximately 55?t  of  those  interviewed  lacking  sufficient  grasp  of  English 
to  understand  the  questions  incorporated  in  the  Schedule.   Fortunately, 
of  the  two  interviewers  who  devoted  a  major  portion  of  their  time  to 
this  group,  one  had  the  advantage  of  long  years  of  association  with 
the  customs  and  language  of  the  group,  both  in  Texas  and  in  Mexico;  v;hile 
the  other  vms  able  to  secure  the  volunteer  services  of  a  I.Iexican  youth 
who  proved  to  be  an  able  and  objective  translator,  both  in  presenting 
questions  and  interpreting   responses. 

Section  1.   Census  Material 
Age  Distribution 

The  United  States  Census  for  1930  enumerated  5,901  persons  of  Mexi- 
can origin  in  Dallas  (2.27?4  of  the  total  population  at  that  time)  and 
shows  1,151  as  being  between  15  and  24.  Vfe  estimated  that  of  this  total 
number  1,060  viere   between  16  and  24.   Since  no  later  figures  were  avail- 
able and  there  v;ere  none  from  vmich  a  year  by  year  age  distribution  might 
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be  determined,  it  was  necessary  to  assume  tliat  the  numbers  of  each  age 

were  approximately  the  sEone. 

Making  every  effort  to  reach  a  representative  sample,  we  interviewed 

a  total  of  202  Mexican  youth,  or  almost  1  out  of  every  5  in  our  age  range. 

The  numerical  and  percentage  distribution  of  this  group  by  ages  is  shown 

in  Table  118, 

TABLE  118— NUJffiRICAL  AK)  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION   OF  202  I.ffiXICAN  YOUTH 
■  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AT  UST   BIRTHDAY  ' 


Total 


16 

years 

17 

" 

18 

" 

19 

u 

20 

" 

21 

II 

22 

" 

25 

II 

24 

" 

Total 

Total 

Kijmber 

% 

202 

100.00 

24 

11.88 

29 

14.35 

22 

10,89 

15 

7,42 

20 

9.90 

16 

7.92 

22 

10.89 

23 

11.38 

31 

15.34 

Sex  and  Marital  Status 

Like  other  foreign-born  groups,  males  out-number  females  among 
the  Mexicans  in  Dallas,   /-uiiong  the  youth,  this  sex  ratio  is  probably 
around  115  females  to  100  males.   In  interviewing,  however,  we  found 
that  the  customs  of  chaperonage  which  prohibit  the  Mexican  girl  from 
talking  to  strangers  made  it  impossible  to  observe  this  ratio,  and  still 
reach  as  large  a  group  as  possible.   Actually,  123  boys  and  79  girls 
were  interviewed,  and  in  the  Sections  which  follov:  attention  is  called 
to  the  extent  to  v/hich  this  disproportion  may  affect  results. 
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It  would  be  expected  that  we  should  find  among  this  group,  largely 
Catholic  in  religious  affiliation,  only  a  few  v.i-10  are  divorced.   The  9 
females  coming  in  the  widowed,  divorced  or  separated  category  are  in 
most  instances  widowed  or  deserted  rather  than  divorced. 

The  sex  and  marital  status  of  the  youth  interviewed  are  presented 

in  Table  119. 

TABLE  119— NULIERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION   of  202  J.EXICAI.T  YOUTH 
ACCORDING   TO  SEX  Al^D  LIARITAL  STATUS 

Total                    Total 
Number % 

Total 2C^ 100.00 

Male— single 

Male— married 

Male~widowed,  divorced  or  separated 

Female  —  single 

Female  ~  married 

Female  —  v/idowed,  divorced  or  separated 


Section  2,   ]!ome  Life  and  Background 
Church  Affiliation  of  Parents 

As  already  mentioned  most  of  the  Mexicans  are  affiliated  with  the 
Catholic  church.  The  remainder  are  usually  affiliated  with  one  of  the 
Protestant  denominations  vmich  sponsor  a  mission  near  their  homes. 

The  phenomenon  of  the  Protestant  missions,  combining  evangelism  with 
individual  and  group  work  service  features,  so  prevalent  in  the  Mexican 
areas,  where  affiliation  and  attendance  at  Catholic  churches  is  almost 
universal,   should  be  in  part  attributed  to  the  feeling  widespread  among 
the  bodies  frcn  which  the  missions  draw  their  support  and  origin  that 
Catholicism  is  not  wholly  acceptable.   The  least  that  might  be  said  is 
that  the  religious  differences  betireen  the  Mexican  Gatiiolics  and  the 


103 

50.99 

17 

8.41 

3 

1.48 

50 

24.75 

20 

9.90 

.  'il 
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non-Mexican  Protestant  gi-oups  severely  restrict  the  possibilities  of  shared 
religious  experiences  vmich  might  contribute  to  assimilation. 

It  is  difficult  to  isolate  the  influence  of  the  church  from  other 
factors  in  the  culture  of  this  group.  For  example,  the  position  of 
the  Catholic  chvirch  on  contraception  is  well  known,  but  it  is  also  true 
that  farm  operators  have  given  preference  to  agricultural  workers  with 
large  families.  Both  of  these  have  contributed,  no  doubt,  to  the  fact 
that  in  1930  the  average  size  of  the  Mexican  family  in  Dallas  was  5.97 
persons,  almost  2  persons  greater  than  for  the  native  white  group. 

Church  affiliation  of  the  parents  of  the  youth  we  intervieived  is 

shown  in  Table  120, 

TABLE  120~WUMERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  202  MEXICAN  YOUTH 
ACCORDING  TO  CHURCH  PREFERENCE  OF  YOUTH'S  PARENTS 

Total        Total 
Number         % 


Total  202        100.00 


Both  Baptist  6  2,97 

Both  Episcopaliaji  or  Ajiglican  -  - 

Both  Jei/vish  -  •• 

Both  Methodist 

Both  Presbyterian 

Both  Roman  Catholic 

Both  of  some  other  Protestant  dononiination 

Parents  of  different  Protestant  denominations 

Any  combination  of  Protestant,  Catholic, 

Jewish,  or  non-believers  S  1.48 

Neither  parent  belongs  to  or  prefers  any 

church  4  1.98 

Do  not  knov;;  other  combinations  1  ,49 


13 

C,43 

11 

5.44 

163 

30.69 

1 

.49 

Physical  Condition  of  Homos 

Mexicans  in  Dallas  are  largely  segregated  in  two   Areas.   The  larger 

and  best  Imown  of  these,  commonly  called.  "Little  Mexico'',  constituted 

our  Area  of  Investigation  8,   A  smaller  settlement  is  in  Area  10,  Vfiaile 

1,  Computed  from  15th  CensuT  of"  the  United  States:  1930;  Population 
Bulletin,  Families  -  Texas,  p.  7. 
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Area  8  contains  some  residents  not  of  iiexican  origin,  these  are  not  many 
and  the  dwellings  of  this  section  onuraerated  by  the  Real  Property  In- 
ventory are  chiefly  occupied  by  Mexicans.   Conditions  of  the  768  struc- 
tures enumerated  were  listed  as  follows: 


Condition 

Number 

Percent 

Good  condition 

72 

9.37 

Need  minor  repairs 

297 

35,10 

Need  major  repairs 

239 

28.20 

Unfit  for  use 

160 

18,90 

These  structures,  ^1%  of  which  are  so  seriously  in  need  of  repair, 
contained  846  family  dwelling  units.  Of  these  dwelling  units,  591,  or 
69,86/'o,viore  overcrov;ded. 

Nothing  could  more  vividly  reflect  the  economic  level  on  v/hich  the 
majority  of  those  people  live.   The  incentives  to  beautify  these  homes 
one  finds  expressed  in  flowers  or  shrubs.   Actual  repairs  on  the  houses 
are  seldom  made,  because  even  if  the  Mexican  occupant  could  afford  such 
repairs,  he  would  scarcely  make  them  on  property  vdiich  he  does  not  own, 
and  723,  or  85.47/^,  of  the  dwellings  are  rented.   Owners  of  these  dwell- 
ings, to  whom  appeals  went  to  make  repairs  during  a  survey  by  the  Dallas 
Health  Department,  generally  refused  to  do  so  since  the  Area  lies  in  the 
path  of  industrial  expansion,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  houses  will 
eventually  be  demolished,   Meantime,  the  rental  helps  meet  the  taxes. 

Our  OT/vn  check  list  of  home  conveniences  revealed  concomitant  con- 
ditions equally  menacing  to  health.  Most  outstanding  of  these  was  the 
fact  that  56.72>i5  of  the  homes  of  the  youth  we  intorvievred  did  not  have 
indoor  bath  facilities. 


Ibid,  p.  7, 
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The  number  and  percent  checking  each  of  the  home  conveniences  are 

shown  in  Table  121, 

TABLE  121— MW.ERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  201  IffiXICAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  HOME  CONVENIENCES 


Total 

Total 

Number 

% 

Total 

201 

100.00 

Radio 

100 

49.75 

Bathroom 

87 

43.28 

Electricity 

135 

67.16 

Daily  newspaper 

99 

49.25 

Current  majrazines 

36 

17.91 

Automobile 

68 

53.83 

Piano 

30 

14.92 

Other  musical  instrument 

36 

17.91 

Steam,  gas,  or  warm 

air  heating 

78 

38.80 

Telephone 

14 

6.96 

None  of  the  above 

36 

17.91 

*  Of  the  Mexican  youth,  1  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  is 
not  included  in  this  Table. 


Home  conveniences  again  provided  the  basis  for  a  six-point  scale  on 
which  to  rate  these  homes,  and  we  found  that  60.19/fe  of  the  homes  did 
not  have  adequate  heating  and  lighting. 

The  rating  of  all  homes  on  this  scale  is  shown  in  Table  122. 
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TABLE  122— NTOiEPJCAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  201  MEXICAl^I  YGHTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  NMHER  OF  HO?,ffi  CONVENIENCES 


Total  ■     Total 
Number       % 


Total  201         100.00 


8 

3.98 

24 

11.94 

29 

14.42 

19 

9.45 

60 

29,85 

61 

30.34 

Upper  luxury  level  with  at  least  0  selected 

conveniences-'- 
Minimum  luxurv  level  with  at  least  6  selected 

conveniences 
Upper  comfort  level  mth  at  least  4  selGcted 

conveniences'^ 

Minimum  comfort  level  with  at  least  2  selected 
4 
conveniences^ 

Below  minimum  comfort  ^vith  at  least  1  selected 

convenience 
Homes  lacking  sufficient  conveniences  to  be 

codeable  above ^ 

*  of  the  Mexican  youth,  1  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  is  not 
included  in  this  Table. 

1,  Must  include  radio,  bathroom,  electricity,  daily  newspaper,  auto- 
mobile, piano,,  gas,  telephone. 

2,  Must  include  radio,  bathroom,  electricity,  daily  newspaper,  auto- 
mobile, gas. 

3,  Must  include  electricity,  radio,  bathroom,  gas. 

4,  Must  include  electricity  and  gas. 

5,  Must  include  either  bathroom,  electricity,  or  gas. 


Occupation  of  Youth ' s  Father 

Vfe  have  already  said  that  it  was  the  prospect  of  agricultural  and 

construction  labor  which  attracted  the  great  bulk  of  Mexican  immigrants. 

As  they  settled  in  urban  places,  a  few  have  been  able  to  find  ways  to 

employ  what  seems  a  natural  talent  for  handicraft,  vriiilc  others  liave 

entered  service  occupations  or  become  proprietors  of  small  establishments, 

In  ansvrer  to  our  question: 

"in  miAT  OCCUPATION  HAS  YOUR  FA  TITER  VroRKED  MOST 
OF  HIS  LIFE?" 

v/e  found  that  75,38^a  had  been  laborers. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  shown  in  Table  12  3, 


lO'liJflT    obi. 
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TABLE  123— NTMERICAL  AST)   PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTIOIJ  OF  191  MXICAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  USUAL  OCCUPATION  OF  YOUTH'S  FATHER 


Total 

Total 

NuTiiber 

% 

Total 

191 

100.00 

Professional 

3 

1.57 

Administrative,  managerial 

15 

7.85 

Sales 

4 

2.09 

Clerical 

- 

- 

Service 

14 

7,32 

Skilled 

24 

12.56 

Semi-skilled 

17 

8.90 

Unskilled 

lOS 

53.92 

Farmers 

8 

4.18 

Occupations  not  elsewhere  classifiable 

3 

1.57 

*  Of  the  Mexican  youth,  11  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are 
not  included  in  this  Table. 


Relief  Received 

TOien  the  depression  intensified  the  competition  for  emploj.'ment, 
the  Mexican  found  himself,  handicapped  as  he  was  by  language,  color, 
and  lack  of  education,  least  able  to  find  work.   The  subsistence  level 
on  ¥/hich  the  majority  had  lived  was  even  further  reduced  and  in  answer 
to  our  question,  v/e  discovered  that  of  thu  families  of  the  youth  we  in- 
terviewed, 43.79/0  had  been  forced  to  accept  relief  during  the  tvrelve 
months  preceding  the  intsrviev/.   This  seemed  excessive,  but  the  latest 
available  report  on  relief  statisti.^'S  (Docember  1935)  showed  that  at 
that  time  an  oven  larger  percent8.ge  of  families  were  on  relief. 

The  nvimber  and  percentage  receiving  relief  by  type  received  are 
shown  in  Table  124. 
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TABLE  124— MroiERICAL  MD  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  201  MEXICAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  REjJEF  RECEIVED  BY  YOUTH'S  FMILY  DURING  THE 
TWELVE  MONTHS  PRIOR  TO  INTERVIEW 


Total        Total 
Number        % 


Total 201        100.00 

Public  work  relief  such  as  V/PA,  CCC,  or  NYA  63  31.34 

Public  direct  relief  such  as  TRC,  or  City- 
County  Welfare  19  9 •45 

Both  public  work  relief  and  public  direct 

relief  4  1.99 

Relief  from  private  agency  including  church 

aid.  United  Charities,  etc,  1  .49 

Relief  from  both  private  and  public  agencies  1  .49 

No  relief  received  113  56,21 

*  Of  the  Mexican  youth,  1  did  not  know,  and  is  not  included  in  this  Table. 

Marital  Status  of  Youth's  Parents 

Another  influence  of  the  church  is  reflected  in  the  statistics  we 
compiled  on  the  marital  status  of  the  youth's  parents,  for  we  found  no 
cases  in  v^hich  the  parents  had  been  divorced,   nTiile  the  number  of  homes 
broken  by  the  death  of  one  or  both  parents  (39.59/^)  may  not  be  greater 
than  one  would  expect,  it  is  not  difficult  to  imagine  what  this  has 
meant  in  terms  of  the  youth's  life,  for  mth  families  as  large  as  they 
are  and  living  as  most  do  on  a  subsistence  level,  the  death  of  a  parent 
undoubtedly  means  that  the  youth  must  contribute  all  of  his  earnings 
to  the  home. 

The  marital  status  of  the  parents  of  the  youth  vire  interviewed  is 
shorm  in  Table  125, 
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TABLE  125— Nift5ERICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  202  ME":iCAM  YOUTH 
ACCORDITJG  TO  M/.RITAL  3TATUS   OF  YOUTH'S   PARENTS 


Total 


TOTAL        TOTAL 
KUlflBER         % 
202         100.00 


Parents  alive  and  living  together 

Parents  dead 

Father  dead 

Mother  dead 

Father  deserted 

Mother  deserted 

Parents  divorced 

Parents  separated 

Other 


.10 

54.45 

17 

8.41 

42 

20,79 

21 

10.39 

6 

2.97 

- 

- 

« 

- 

4 

1.98 

2 

.99 

Sat isf action  with  Home  Life 

One  of  the  distinctive  differences  between  the  Mexican  and  other 
immigrant  groups  is  that  the  Mexican  has  usually  brought  his  family 
\Yith  him.   Furthermoro,  the  family  is  bound  together  by  strong  bonds 
of  loyalty.   These  account  for  the  fact  that  of  single  youth  interviewed, 
only  7.365^0  were  not  living  at  home  and  only  7.36;twere  living  at  home 
and  desired  to  leave. 

The  number  and  percentage  falling  in  each  of  these  groups  is  shown 
in  Table  12 6-.  • 

TABLE  126— NUlilERICAL  Al©  PEHCEICTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  163  MEXICAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  VCiSTHER  ¥.m   LWING  rt'ITH  PARENTS  AND  DESIRE  TO 
COIiTINLTE 


Total        Total 
N-umber        % 
163         100.00 


Single,  not  living  with  parents  or  relatives     12  7,36 

Vfould  not  leave  home  139  85,27 

Now  living  at  home,  but  desire  to  leave         12  7,36 


*  Of  the  Mexican  youth,  2  made  no  response"  to  this  question  and  37  are 
married;  these  figures  are  not  included  in  this 
Table. 


J'j-iJLiqjt.  .iJ- 


ivxl  woK 
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In  spite  of  the  evil  conuitions  of  housing,  few  of  these  youth  con- 
sidered this  sufricient  justification  to  leave  home  if  thoy  could.   In 
the  same  manner  the  customs  of  chaperonage  which  restrict  and  circum- 
scribe the  life  of  the  Mexican  girl  are  accepted  without  resentment. 
Only  2,64:%   of  the  single  Mexican  youth  living  at  home  vrould  leave  be- 
cause of  one  of  these  reasons. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  shovm  in  Table  127, 

TABLE  127— NUl-IERICAL  AIJD  PERCEIJTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  151  MEXICAN  YOUTH*, 
SINGLE  AND  LIVING  '.^ITH  PARENTS,  ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON 
GWEN  FOR  DESIRING  TO  LEAVE  HO?CE 


Total  Total 

Number  % 

Total 151 100,00 

Family  discord                                 1  ,66 

Too  much  responsibility 

Too  much  restriction                          1  ,66 

Home  too  crowded;  no  privacy                    2  1,32 

Better  job  opportunities  else^vhore              6  3,97 

Tfenderlust   *                                I  .66 

Racial  or  national  discrimination 

Other                                       1  ,GG 

Would  not  leave  home                          139  92,05 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth^  2  made  no  response  to  this  question;  37  are  m.ar- 

ried;  12  do  not  live  with  parents  or  relatives; 
these  firrures  are  not  included  in  this  Table, 


Summary 

Vife  find  then  that  of  the  Mexican  youth  we  interviewed: 

1)  80/^  have  parents  affiliated  with  the  Cath- 
olic church. 

2)  607i  were  living  in  homos  without  adequate 
heating  and  lighting, 

3)  4:6%   of  the  pcirental  homes  have  been  broken, 

4)  75/?  have  fathers  who  followed  a  laboring  occupation. 
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5)  43??  of  the  youth's  families  had  received  re- 
lief during  the  year  preceding  the  interview, 

6)  In  spito  of  these  conditions,  less  than  8/o  of 
the  youth  would,  if  given  the  opportunity, 
leave  tlieir  homes. 

Section  3.  Educational  Background  and  Interests 

Formal  Schooling 

In  describing  the  home  background  of  these  youth,  we  liave  pointed 

to  the  poverty  level  on  which  most  of  them  live.   In  examining  their 

educational  background  we  find  that  concurrent  with  that  is  a  lack  of 

education,  and  the  vicious  cycle  of  poverty,  ignorance  and  poverty  seems 

destined  to  continue.   Our  estimate  that  55^o  were  unable  to  understand 

the  meaning  of  the  questions  on  our  Schedule  when  they  were  presented 

in  English  has  already  been  given.   Of  the  youth  52.23/2  had  not  completed 

the  seventh  grade  and  86.09/c  had  not  coiapleted  high  school.   Table  128 

shoTiTs  the  grade  attainment  of  each  youth  interviewed, 

TABLE  128— iroi'IERICAL  MD  PERCMTAGE  DIoTRIBUTIOri  OF  201  ".":^MCAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  HIGHEST  SCTTOOL  GRADE  SUCCESSFULLY  PASSED 


Total ■■ 

Number 

-"Total 

Total 

201 

100.00 

Less  than  6th  grade 

80 

39,80 

6th  grade 

25 

12.43 

7th  grade 

29 

14.42 

8th  grade 

15 

7.46 

9th  grade 

10 

4.97 

10th  grade 

14 

6.96 

11th  grade  (high  school  graduate) 

22 

10.94 

1  year  beyond  high  school 

3 

1.49 

2  or  3  years  beyond  high  school 

2 

.99 

4  or  more  years  beyond  high  school 

1 

.49 

Graduate  level 

•" 

*  Of  the  Mexican  youth,  1  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  is  not 
included  in  this  Table, 
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Reasons  Given  for  Leaving  Full-TiiQ  Day  School 

The  explanation  for  this  lav/  educational  attainnent  is  one  that 
vrould  be  expected,  for  in  ansxver  to  our  question  asking  the  principal 
reason  for  stopping  school,  xre   found  chat  56,98/o  could  not  afford  to 
continue. 

School  attendance  is,  of  course,  complicated  by  the  fact  that  many 
of  these  families,  during  agricultural  seasons,  are  moving  from  place 
to  place  where  no  schools  are  provided.   It  is  still  a  familiar  sight  to 
see  old  cars  or  trucks  filled  with  iiexican  families  moving  northvmrd 
to  the  beet  fields  and  other  j.  ,riciiltural  areas  during,  April  or  iiay. 
School  attendance  for  the  c'lildron,  of  course,  stops  at  this  time,  not 
to  be  resumed  until  October.   One  of  the  local  social  workers  reported 
that  at  one  time  this  spring  76  school  children  were  withdravm  to  accom- 
pany their  families.   Jiveu  if  the  children  attend  school  from  October 
to  April,  they  naturally  fall  behind  the  others  of  the  same  age  and  grad- 
ually lose  any  interest  in  msJcing  up  their  deficiencies. 

The  tabulation  of  responses  to  this  question  is  found  in  Table  129, 

TABLE  129~WU:'!I:RICAL  AIEj   PE.tCIi'Ti.GS  DIoTRIBUTIOi^i  OF  172  in:  ilCAil  YOUTH^:' 
ACCOr.DHCT  TO  PRI'JCIPAL  R7AS0IJ  GIVEH  FOR  LEAVIFG  FULL-TniE 
DAY  SCHOOL 


Total       Total 
IJiAEiber       % 
Total  172        100.00 


Could  not  afford  to  continue  98  56,98 

Could  afford  to  conbinue,  but  desired  to  earn 

ovm  money  10         5,81 

Lack  of  interest  in  school  generally  15         3.72 

Disciplinary-  difficulties 

Subjects  too  difficult,  or  not  kind  desired       3         1,74 
To  marry  4         2.33 

Feeling  of  completion  o:-'  graduation  6  3,49 

Own. health      r.      .-,,-,  ^■.       s.     .-,        -u-     4.-  ^  *^^ 

Family  reasons:  family, heal tn,  family  objection,   .„         „  ^„ 

to  work  at  home  13         7,5b 

Other  reasons:  migratory  existence,  no  school 

available       b     ^         ,  2  ^^  g3 

Other  reasons      _^ ^ 2 l»lo 

*  Of  the  Mexican  youth,  8  made  no  response  to  this  question,  and  22  were 
still  in  full-time  day  school;  these  figures  are  not  included  in  this 
Table. 


-286- 

Changes  in  Course  of  Study 

Our  question  on  the  satisfaction  Tdth  school  experience  was  designed 

to  measure  not  whether  the  youth  believed  he  had  sufficient  education, 

but  whether  he  believed  there  were  coi.irses  he  ;nxglit  r.iore  profitably  have 

taken.   This  vms  actually  phrased: 

"IF  YOU  COULD  REPEAT  YOUR  GRADE  SCHOOL  MI)   HIGH 
SCHOOL  EILP^IIEI'ICE,  ViOULD  YOU  I'TAXE  A  CTiWGE  DT 
YOUR  COURSE  OF  STUDY?   IF  SO,  THAT  Y.^OULD  BE  THE 
PRINCIPAL  CHAiraE?" 

IVe  found  that  over  4:0%   of  the  group  had  had  so  little  education  that  they 

were  unable  to  respond  to  the  qt^estion.   The  number  and  percent  who  would 

change  their  school  experience  are  shown  in  Table  130. 

TABLE  130— NUIiERICAL  AIJD  PERCE; JTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  119  MEIIICAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  CHANGES  IN  COURSE  OF  3TUDY  IF  ALLdfflD 
TO  REPEAT  GRADE  SCHOOL  AW   HIGH  SCHOOL  E:CPERIENCE 


Total     "■  Total 


Number        % 
Total  119        100*00 


iiore  social  studies  (including  psychology)  -  •* 

More  physical  sciences  or  mathematics  2  1«68 

More  English  or  literature  5  4.20 

llore  foreign  languages  1  .84 

More  home  economics  - 

More  trade  training  7  5,88 

More  physical  or  health  education 

More  business  training  4  3,36 

More  art,  music  and  public  speaiin^  1  .84 

Other 

IVould  not  change  99  83,19 


Of  the  Mexican  youth,  83  made  no  response  to  this  question  or  h 
no  opinion  and  are  not  included  in  this  Table. 


'lie  found  that  a  larger  percentage  of  the  iimles  would  change  their 
school  experience  if  given  an  opportunity  to  repeat,  23, 2^^  desiring  to 
make  some  change,  compared  to  S/L  of  the  females. 


baa^ii 
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Farticipation   in  Part-Time   Education 

Of  the   202  Mexican  youth  interviewed,      22  were  still   in  full-time 
day  school   and   24  were  taking   some   form  of  pert-time   education.      This 
means  that   for   11%  of  these  youth  all    formal   education  had   ceased. 

Of  the   24  who  were  talcing  such  courses,    12  had  not  completed  the 
seventh  ,n;rade  and  were   taking   courses   in   the  public  evening  school  to 
obtain   credit.      Five   others  who  wery  taking  such  work  had  not   graduated 
from  high  school     and  were  taking  courses   for  high  school   credit. 

The  type   of  school   in  v/hich  part-time   courses  were  being  taken 

and  the   reasons   for  taking  them  are  shown   in  Table   131, 

TA.BLE  131— NTOCERICAL  MD  PERCSNTAC-E  DISTRIBUTION   OF  202  MEXICAN  YOUTH 

ACCORDING  TO  EXTENT   OF  PART-TEIE  SCHOOL  COURSES   TAKEJT  DURING 
THE  FOUR  VJEEXS   PRIOR  TO   IKTERVIE'//  -   BY  TYPE   vOF  cCV:OOL  AITO 
PRlL'iARY  PURPOSE   IN  TAICING  COURSE 


Total  ■"'■  Total 

Number  % 

Total 202 i:^A?£ 

Public   evening  school    (for  credit)  17                       8,41 

Public   evening   school    (cultural)  -                         - 
Public  evening   school    (vocational) 
Institutional    schools    (S.I'i.U, ,   Y.K.C.A.,    etc.) 

(for  credit)  1                         .49 
Institutional   schools    (cultural) 

Institutional   schools    (vocational)  2                         .99 
Non-institutional   schools    (for  credit) 
Non-institutional   schools    (cultural) 
Non- institutional   schools    (vocational) 

Other   schools  4                      1.98 

Took  no  part-time   courses  178                     88,11 


Eliminating  the   group   still   in  school   and  those  who  vrere  taking 
courses,  we  attempted  to  discover   the  reasons   courses   had  not  been  taken. 
The  fact  that  41/?  were  either  not   interested,    felt  no  need  for   such  cour- 
ses,   or  did  not  Icnow  why  they  had  not  taken  them  illustrates  the  necessity 


ft^'^l  «i 


oiioa-to-  i*c,^ 


for  intensive  stimulation  of  interest  in  education.   Over  22%   attributed 

their  failure  to  their  working  conditions,  16.7?^  lacking  the  tine  for 

such  courses,  and  5.3^o  being  too  tired  after  the  day's  work.   Of  the  21 

who  gave  some  other  reason,  11  said  they  were  vmaware  that  such  part-time 

courses  existed  and  4  were  prevented  by  the  care  of  young  children.   Only 

2.68%  responded  that  the  courses  were  inadequate  or  that  whe^t  tliey  vmnted 

was  not  offered. 

Our  findings  are  represented  in  Table  132, 

TABLE  132— NWiEPICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  149  MEXICiU!  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON  GIVEN  FOR  NOT  H/\A/EG  TAKEN 
P/J^T-TME  SCHOOL  COURSES  DURING  THE  FOUR  YffiEICS  PRIOR  TO 

INTERVIE1"J 


Total 


Not  interested;  no  need;  do  not  know  why 
Lack  of  money:  cost  of  books,  carfare,  instru- 
ments, etc. 
Too  far  to  go 
Family  objections 
Do  not  like  school 
Too  tired  after  work 
Too  oldj  have  finished  school 
Lack  of  time;  have  to  work  at  night  (evenings) 
Courses  inadequate;  courses  wanted  not  offered 
Other  reasons 


Total 

Total 

Number 

% 

149 

100.00 

62 

41.61 

12 

8.05 

5 

3.35 

3 

2.01 

7 

4.69 

8 

5.36 

2 

1.34 

25 

16.77 

4 

2.68 

21 

14,09 

*  Of  the  Mexican  youth,  7  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  46  are 
in  full-time  day  school  or  had  taken  part-time 
school  courses  during  the  past  four  weeksj  these 
figures  aie  not  included  in  this  Table. 


Interest  in  Vocational  Training 

YJhen  those  who  were  out  of  full-tivne  day  school  were  a^ke'd  whether 
they  would  take  free  vocational  training  if  it  vrere  available,  o»ly 
22.59fo  said  definitely  that  they  would  not,  while  16,94%  aS.4  not  know. 


.Kd.i.. 


todcmjV. 


oV  ftx  ias'te: 
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Inquiring  as  to  the  tj'-pe  of  work  in  which  those  giving  positive 
answers  would   like  to  take   training,    we  find  verification  of  the   long- 
known   interest   of  the  Mexican   in  skilled  trades  and  handicrafts,    for 
32/J  e,ave  this   as   the  type   of  work  for  which  they  would  like  training, 

A  20-year-old  male,    stopping  school   before  the   sixth  grade  because 

he  could  not  afford  to    continue,    illustrates  how  educational   interests 

may  meet  with  family  opposition  as  \vell  as   lack  of  opportunities: 

"My  family  think   I  am  crazy,   but   I  am  not.      I  don't 
like  people   and  don't   like   crowds,      I  want  to  be  an 
aviator  and  would  like   training  in  mechanics;    then 
I  can  work  my  way  up  to  be  an  aviator,      I  only  read 
aviation  and  only  see  aviation  pictures.      I  am  not 
crazy,    even  if  my  family   says    I  am." 

The  numerical   and  percentage   distribution   of  responses  to  the  ques- 
tion are   given  in  Table   13  3, 

TABLE  lS3~]SraiviERICAL  AND  PERCSyTAC-E  DISTRIi3TJTI0N  OF  177  IIEtlCAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  liLXTEi'T   TO  liVHICH  FREE  VOCATIOML  TRAIWIIIG  WOULD 
BE  TAKEl^I,    IF  IT  ' JERE  AVAILABLE,    AND  SPECIFIC   Kim  OF  UORK 
FOR  VSICH  TRAINING  ".fODLD   BE  TAKEN 


Total 


Typing,  stenography,  and  secretarial 

Other  business  and  clerical 

Trades  or  crafts 

Agriculture  and  allied  occupations 

Domestic  or  personal 

Professional  and  technical 

Do  not  know  for  what  kind  of  workj  or  other 

.jould  not  take  free  vocational  training 

Do  not  know 

Are  now  taking  free  vocational  training 

*  Of  the  Mexican  youth,  3~made  no  response  to  this  question  and  22  are 
in  full-time  day  school;  these  figures  are  not 
included  in  this  Table, 


^kTtal-  ■  ■  ■ 

Total 

Number 

% 

177 

100,00 

8 

4.51 

8 

4,51 

57 

32,20 

• 

_ 

5 

2,82 

7 

3.95 

21 

11.86 

40 

22,59 

30 

16.94 

1 

,56 
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Interest  in  Non- Vocational  Education 

Vfe  were  also  interested  in  the  extent  to  which  there  vrere  unsatisfied 
interests  in  cultural,  non-vocational  education.   The  interest  expressed 
here  is  noticeably  lass  than  that  in  vocational  education,  for  38,7;'^  felt 
that  they  would  not  participate,  and  14/o  were  uncertain  as  to  wl.at  subjects 
they  would  study.  However,  comparatively  such  a  large  percentage  expressed 
an  interest  in  art,  music,  or  crafts,  23.2^  in  participating  and  4,5^  from 
the  standpoint  of  appreciation  only,  that  it  is  felt  that  this  constitutes 
one  of  the  primary  avenues  through  which  cultural  assimilation  can  bo 
brought  to  this  Mexican  group.   This  is  further  supplemented  by  the  9  who 
gave  a  more  definite  indication  of  interest  in  music,  expressing  the  desire 
to  take  lessons  on  the  guitar.   Eleven  others  evidently  felt  keenly  their 
deficiencies  in  English  for  they  expressed  a  desire  to  take  grammar  and 
rhetoric  and  3  others  said  they  would  like  to  complete  their  grade  school 
education.   The  shadowy  character  of  the  line  drawn  between  vocational 
and  non- vocational  education  a.-^ain  appeared,  for  desire  to  study  English 
was  often  promoted  moro  by  its  vocational  than  its  non-vocational  use- 
fulness. 

Table  134  presents  the  distribution  of  responses  to  this  question. 
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TABLE  134— NUI^ERICAL  AHD  PEriC"i-TT.',GE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  155  I/IE'.ICM  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  EXTENT  OF  PARTICIPATIOIT  IH  FRSS  PART-TBIE  NON- 
VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION,  IF  AVAILABL3,  BY  3UBJI^Cf;'i  Vr-IC'I  YOUTH 
Vj'OULD  MOST   LIKE  TO  STUDY 


8 

5.16 

1 

.64 

7 

4.51 

36 

23.22 

1 

.64 

2 

1,29 

18 

11.61 

22 

14.19 

60 

38.70 

Total  Total 

Number  % 

Total ^ 155 100.00 

Literature 

Languages 

Social  studies  (including  psychology) 

Art  or  music— appreciation  only 

Art,  music,  or  crafts — active  participation 

Physical  science  or  mathematics 

Speech,  dramatic  technique,  etc. 

Other 

Uncertain  as  to  what  subject  would  study 

v;ould  not  participate 

*  Of  the  Mexican"youth,  25  made  no  response  to  this  questfon  and  22  are 
still  in  full-time  day  school;  these  figxires  are 
not  included  in  this  Table, 


Attitude  on  Sex  Education 

An  additional  question  which  throws  light  on  a  special  type  of  educa- 
tion was  that  relating  to  their  attitudes  regarding  the  best  source  of  sex 
education.   As  was  expected,  Mexican  girls  met  the  question  v/ith  stony 
silence  when  interviewed  by  a  male  interviewer,  but  while  speaking  to  the 
woman  interviewer,  expressed  themselves  freely.   Eliminating  those  making 
no  response,  v>fe  find  for  the  total  group  that  25^  had  no  opinion  and  43^ 
believed  it  should  come  tlirough  the  home.   The  17.5^  who  believed  it  should 
be  given  in  school  usually  placed  the  point  at  which  such  education  should 
be  given  as  a  grade  just  below  that  at  which  they  had  stopped  school,  evi- 
dently feeling  that  only  the  schools  were  competent  to  give  such  information 
and,  realizing  their  ovm  need  of  it,  felt  it  should  be  placed  at  a  level  at 
which  they  themselves  might  have  been  sure  to  obtain  it.   In  spite  of  the 
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strength  of  the  church,    only   2,.8??  gave  this  as   the  best   source. 

The  total   distribution  shown  nuraerically  and  by  percentage   of  their 

responses   on   this   question   is  found  in     Table  135. 

TABLE  135— ¥U1.!SRICAL  AND  PKRCMTAGE  DISTRIBUTION   OF  174  I'T&IICM  YOUTH* 
ACCORDIHG  TO   OPINIONS   EiCPRESSED  AS   TO  T''E   BEST   oOUTRCE  OF 
SEC  EDUCATION 


Total 


Home,    parents 

School — elementary  level:    6th  yr&de  or  below 

School — junior  high   school:    7th,    8th,    9th  grade 

School — senior  high  school:    lOth,    11th   grades 

School— other 

Chiirch 

Clubs 

Private  physician  or  private   clinic 

Free  public  information  service   or   free   clinic 

Other   sources 

No   opinion 


Total 

TotaT' 

Nuinber 

'/'- 

174 

100,00 

76 

43.67 

21 

12.06 

;        6 

3.44 

3 

1.72 

1 

.57 

5 

2.87 

S 

1.72 

7 

4.02 

2 

1.14 

5 

2.87 

45 

25.86 

Of  the  Mexican  youth,  28  m.ade  no  response  to  this  question  and  are 
not  included  in  this  Table. 


Comparisons 

Since  it  was  felt  that  the  educational  level  attained  by  this  group 
might  have  influenced  their  choices  in  the  matter  of  part-time  education, 
we  divided  the  group  into  male  and  female  and  then  sub-divided  each  into 
three  levels  of  educational  attainment: 

1)  Those  who  had  attained  the  seventh  grade  or  less; 

2)  Those  who  had  completed  the  8th,  9th,  or  10th  grades, 
but  had  not  completed  high  school; 

3)  Those  who  had  completed  liigh  school. 

Yftiile  the  groups  were  small,  it  would  seem  significant  that  almost 
exactly  the  same  percentage  of  girls  as  of  boys  were  enrolled  in  part-time 
schools. 
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Some  variation  is  shovm  in  the  responses  -iven  by  inale s  and  those 
given  by  fanales  in  regard  to  their  reasons  for  not  attending  part- 
time  courses,  a  larger  percent  of  the  females  showing  a  lack  of 
interest,  and  a  larger  number  being  prevented  either  by  distance 
or  by  family  objection.   These  facts  we  would  expect,  remembering 
the  Mexican  tradition  of  close  chaperonage  of  the  unmarried  girl 
and  that  woman's  place  is  in  the  home. 

The  comparisons  are  shown  in  Table  136, 

TABLE  136— PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION,  BY  SEX,  OF  PRINCIPAL  REASONS  GITON 
BY  149  MEXICAN  YOUTH  FOR  NOT  JIAVING  TAKEN  PART-TII/IE  SCHOOL 
COURSES  IN  THE  FOUR  VfflEF^  PRIOR  TO  THE  INTSRVIE7 


Total  Male 


41.61 

38.63 

45.90 

8.05 

11.36 

3.27 

3.35 

_ 

8.19 

2.01 

1.13 

3.27 

4.69 

6.81 

1.63 

5.36 

7.95 

1.63 

1.54 

1.13 

1.63 

16.77 

20.45 

11.47 

2.68 

2.27 

3.27 

14.09 

10.22 

19,67 

Not  interested;  no  need;  do  not  know  why 

Lack  of  money:  cost  of  books,  carfare,  etc. 

Too  far  to  go 

Family  objections 

Do  not  like  school 

Too  tired  after  work 

Too  old;  have  finished  school 

Lack  of  time;  have  to  work  at  night  (evenings) 

Courses  inadequate;  courses  wanted  not  offered 

Other  reasons 


By  comparing  these  groups  as  to  desire  to  participate  in  free  vo- 
cational training,  we  discovered  that  the  percentage  of  females  who 
would  not  participate  was  approximately  9  times  that  of  the  males  who 
would  not.   Furtjkier  comparisons  of  expressed  interests  revealed  that 
somewhat  more  females  than  males  would  not  take  free  "cultural  education", 
but  there  was  a  steadily  rising  interest  in  this  sort  of  education  as  the 
educational  level  rose.   The  males  exhibited  a  slightly  higher  frequency 
of  dissatisfaction  with  their  previous  educational  experience. 
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Summary 

Summarizing  the  information  gathered  as  to  the  educational  back- 
ground and  interests  of  the  Fexican  group,  we  find  arrain  a  situation 
which  the  term  tragic  seems  to  fit  best,  an  overwhelming  percentage 
never  having  completed  even  grade  school  and  only  a  small  percentage 
now  making  efforts  to  meet  the  deficiency.   Interests  in  further 
education,  while  blocked  by  present  working  conditions  for  a  large 
number,  or,  for  the  females,  by  the  mores  of  the  group  itself,  are 
large,  and  center  about  crafts  and  trades,  music,  and  greater  skill 
in  English,  as  well  as  the  desire  on  the  part  of  a  few  to  complete 
either  grade  school  or  high  school. 


Section  4.  Employment  and  Occupations 
Vocational  Guidance 

n'e  would  expect  vocational  guidance  to  serve  as  the  bridge  between 
educational  experiences  and  occupation,  yet  with  education  terminating  for 
so  many  at  so  early  a  date,  we  would  not  expect  to  discover  that  a  great 
many  had  received  vocational  guidance.   This  proved  to  be  the  case,  for 
92.5^  had  never  had  any  advice  regarding  their  abilities  and  the  occupa- 
tions in  vj-hich  they  might  find  scope  for  such. 

Table  137  gives  the  percentages  receiving  or  not  receiving  such  ad- 
vice, the  former  group  according  to  the  source  from  which  such  advice 
was  received. 

TABLE  137— KUI'IERICAL  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  201  LffiXIGAl^T^YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  EXTENT  of  and  PRINCIPAL  SOURCE  of  VOCATIONAL 
ADVICE  RECEIVED  


Total       Total 

Number       % 


Total 201 100 

School  official  '  "'   '       7       3.48 

Public  employment  office  official 

Private  employment  office  official 

Employer  '  1        .49 

Personal  friend  5       2.48 

Service  Club  members  (Lions', 

Rotary,  etc.) 
Other  2        .99 

No  vocational  advice ._JL^.^ 92.55 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth,  1  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  is  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Table. 
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Employment  Status 

Our  next  inquiry  vj-as  directed  tovmrd  their  employment  and  occupa- 
tions.  Only  23. 76::^  were  gainfully  employed  at  full-time  work,  while 
10. 89?^  were  still  in  school.   Combining  those  only  partially  employed, 
employed  on  relief  projects,  and  totally  unemployed,  we  find  this  group 
constitutes  a  total  of  49,51^  of  the  total,  who  must  be  considered  as 
not  having  received  satisfactory  employment. 

Numerical  and  percentage  figures  on  employment  status  are  given 
in  Table  138. 


TABLE  138—  NUIIERICAL  and  P^";RCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  202  I-IEXICAJJ  YOUTH 

ACCORDIITG  TO  SIffLOYiriKT  STATUS  DURING  7  DAYS  PRIOR  to  INTER- 


Total 


Gainfully  employed  30  or  more  hours 

Gainfully  employed  at  least  5  and  less 
than  30  hours 

Gainfully  employed  on  public  work  relief 
projects 

Unemployed:  able  and  willing;  no  work  at 
all  or  worked  less  than  5  hours 

Not  employed:  ill  health  or  other  dis- 
abilities 

Not  employed:  on  vacation;  job  promised; 
started  work  this  week 

Not  gainfully  employed:  occupied  with 
home  duties 

Not  employed:  able  to  work;  family  ob- 
jection 

Not  employed:  does  not  want  or  need  work 

Full-time  day  school  students 


Occupations  of  Employed  Group 

The  present  occupations  of  those  employed  are  given  in  Table  139, 
It  will  be  seen  that  next  to  the  group  employed  on  relief  projects,  are 


Total 

Number 

202 

Total 

% 

100 

48 

23.76 

14 

6.93 

29 

14,35 

57 

28.21 

6 

2,97 

5 

2,47 

17 

8,41 

1 

3 

22 

.49 
1.48 

10.89 
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those  doing  domestic  service,  with  skilled  labor  second. 

A  combination  of  the  circumstances  in  which  the  youth  have 
assumed  the  responsibility  of  the  family,  but  find  their  only 
opportunities  on  government  work  relief  projects,  is  that  of 
the  family  of  thirteen  dependent  upon  the  earnings  of  a  24-year- 
old  single  girl  and  her  tv;o  younger  sisters.   The  eldest  makes 
$35.00  per  month  in  the  local  sewing  room,  and  her  two  younger 
sisters  earn  ?iil2.00  each,  a  total  of  ;>59.00  or  i;4,53  per  month 
for  each  family  member.  Having  learned  to  subsist  on  this  amount, 
their  suffering  begins  whenever  one  of  the  checks  is  delayed, 
which  has  happened  with  some  frequency.  They  report  having  been 
told  that  complaining  of  this  difficulty  will  cost  them  their 
jobs. 


TABLE  139— NUI'^ERICAL  and  P^,RCE1TTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  201  I.'3XICAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  PRESENT  GAINFUL  OCCUPATION 


T  ot  al   T  ot  al 

Number    % 
Total .  ._  20_1 100_ 

Professional  5     2.48 

Administrative,  managerial 

Sales 

Clerical 

Service 

Skilled 

Semi-skilled 

Unskilled 

State  or  Federal  work  relief 

project 
Occupations  not  elsewhere 

classifiable 
Not  employed:  full-time  students, 

homemakers,  unemployed 

=!=0f  the  Mexican  youth,  1  made"  no  response  to  this  question  and  is  not 
included  in  this  Table. 


Lapse  of  Time  between  School  and  First  Permanent  Job 

Seeking  to  know  the  lapse  of  time  jtr/eer.  leaving  school  and  securing 
the  first  full-time  job,  we  find,  as  presented  in  Table  140,  that  21.385? 
had  never  secured  a  permanent  job,  though  they  had  been  seeking  for  more 


6 

2.98 

2 

.99 

22 

10.94 

10 

4.97 

9 

4.47 

4 

1,99 

29 

14.42 

5 

2.48 

109 

54.22 

I. 


than  two  years,  while  only  49';o,  had  found  such  emplo^Tnent  within  six 
months  of  the  termination  of  their  school  careers.   Formative  years,  in 
which  skills  and  work  habits  could  have  been  established,  have  for  many 
been  spent  in  idleness. 

TABLE  140— iroiffiRICAL  and  F^RCENTACE  DISTRIBUTION  of  159  mXICA.N  YOUTH* 

ACCO  DIUG  TO  TD  E  ELj-^SIWG  BETVCEN  LEAVING  FULL-TI'Ii;  DAY  SCUOOL 
and  OBTAIiJIWG  FIRST  FULI.-TIl'i;  EJ.PLO YI.IENT  OF  KORE  TIIAlv  TERE"^ 
KOWTHS'  DURiiTION 


Total 


Total 

Total 

Number 

% 

159 

100 

79 

49.68 

16 

10.06 

5 

3.14 

4 

2.51 

14 

8.80 

1 

.62 

Secured   such  emplo^rment  within 

6  months 
Secured   such  emploj/Tiient  within 

6-12   months 
Secured   such  employment  within 

12-18  months 
Secured   such  emol cement  within 
18-24  months 
Secured   i.uch  emplojnnent,   but  not 

within  2  years 
Has   never    secured   such  emoloyraent, 

has   been  seeking  less  than  6   months 
Have  never    secured   such  eraplo-v.rment, 

have  been  seeking  6-12  months  4  2.51 

Has  never  secured  such  emplojmient, 

has  been  seeking  12-18  months  -  ^ 

Have  never  secured   such  emoloyment, 

have   been  seeking  18-24  months  2  1.25 

Have  never   secured  such  emploAonent, 

have  been  s_ee king  more  than  2   years  34 21.58 

"t^~the~llexliran  "youth,    6"  rriadre   no   response  to  this    question;    3"?  are   still 
in  full-time   day  school    or  have  never  needed   or 
wanted  full-time   employment;   these   figures   are  not 
included   in  this   Table, 


Reasons   Given  for  Unemp lo ^{me n_t 

The  youth  themselves  were  asked  to  account  for  their   inability  to   se- 
cure  emplo^/ment,    and   by  far  the   largest  percentage,    62.335'i,    attributed   it 
to   a  total   lack  of    jobs   of  any  sort,  ivhile  two  groups   of  equal   size   felt 
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that  they  were  not  workinE  because  there  were  no  .jObs  oi  the  kind  wished 
or  that  they  had  not  put  forth  sufficient  effort  to  secure  work. 
The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  found  in  Table  141, 


TABLE  141— NUIvERIC/i  and  PERCEilTAC-E  DISTRIBUTION  of  77  lEXICAW  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON  GIVEN  FOR  BEING  UNEMPLOYED 


Total   Total 
Number    % 


Total _     77_ 100_ 

Unemployed:  wap;es  are  too  low  2     2.59 

Unemployed:  no  available  jobs  of 

kind  desired  10    12.98 

Unemployed:  no  available  jobs — 

reasons  other  than  3  or  4  48    62.33 

Unemployed:  lack  of  training 
Unemployed:  lack  of  experience 
Unemployed:  lack  of  training 

and  experience 
Unemployed:  other  reasons  17    22.07 

*0f  the  Kexican  youth,  29  made  no  response  l;o  this  qu'eVti on'j~70  are~fuil- 
time  day  school  students  or  emnloyed;  17  are  home- 
makers  or  housexvives;  5  are  physically  unable,  to 
work;  and  4  do  not  want  or  need  workj  these  figures 
are  not  included  in  this  Table. 


Placement  and  Guidance  Service  Received 

Investigation  was  also  made  as  to  the  services  this  group  had  received 
through  the  free  emoloyaent  agencies.   Of  the  total  number,  some  72  had 
registered,  50  receiving  neither  guidance  nor  placement  on  other  than  re- 
lief projects.   The  number  registering,  v/ith  services  received,  is  presented 
in  Table  142, 
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TABLE   142— ratlERICAL  and  rERCIijiTAGE  DISTRIBuTIClJ   of  202   ITJvICAlI  YOUTH 
aCCOLDIIJG  to  REGlSTRj.TlCN  AT   and   SERVICES   IRl'F  A  FREE  E?'- 
...^LOYl/IEfflC   OFFICE  DjR.LPb  THE  TV/-ELTO  i.'ONTKS   PRIOR  TO   INTERVIF.V 


Total 

Total 

Fumber 

202 

100 

130 

64.35 

4 

1.98 

50 

24.75 

15 

7.42 

2 

.99 

1 

.49 

- 

- 

Total 

Yiot   registered 

Registered — received  guidance 

only 
Registered — received  neither 

guidance  nor  placement 
Registered — one  placement 
Registered — two  placements 
Registered — three  placements 
Registered — four  or  more  placements 
Registered — other 


Seeking  light  as  to  why  this  group  ha.i  not  registered,  we  found  that 
of  the  53  Tvhom  we  v/ould  reasonably  er  Mct  to  >  vail  themselves  of  such  ser- 
vice, but  who  did  not,  27,  or  50. S4':'',  did  not  know  that  such  service 
existed,  while  11  knew  of  it  but  had  simply  neglected  to  do  so. 

The  tabulation  of  reasons  given  is  presented  in  Table  143. 


TABLE  143— NUIGRICAL  and  PERCENTAilE  DISTRIBUTION  of  53  I.EXICAIJ  YOUTH  * 

ACCOi.DILG  TO  PRIl'CIP/1  REASON  GIlilN  FOF  NOT  KilVIlTG  REGISTERED 
at  A  FREE  EliPLCYIfi'jJT  OFFICE  DTjRIKG  THE  T^LVE  MONTHS  i^RIOR  to 
INTV.RVIEl'V 


Total        Total 

Number  % 

Total 53 100 

Preferred  commerical   agency 
or  to  get  own  job  3  5.66 

Did  not   loiow  there  was   a 
free   agency  27  50.94 

Neglect;    do  not   knov/  v/hy  11  20.75 

Family  objection 

Too  young  4     7.54 

Did  not  xvant  a  job  2     3.77 

Considered  agency  ineffective 

llo  use  since  there  were  no  jobs  1     1.88 

Other  reasons         _  ^5 9.43 

*0f  the  ilexicaiTyouth",^  2  made  no  res'^onse  to  this  question;  72  had  registered; 
75  had  been  emoloyod  the  full  period,  were  in  school, 
or  were  homemakers  or  housewives;  these  figures  are 
not  included  in  this  Table. 


■300- 


Comparisons 

Having  established  the  basic  facts  given  above,  we  made  certain  com- 
parisons to  see  how  educational  attainment  among  this  group  was  affecting 
their  employment  and  how  both  emplo^/ment  and  occupational  status  seemed 
to  relate  to  educational  interests, 

V/Tiile  the  groups  again  were  quite  small,  a  higher  educational  level 
did  not  seem  to  have  materially  benefited  in  the  matter  of  occupation  for 
youth,  since  relatively  the  same  psrcentages  from  each  educational  level 
were  occupied  at  the  same  tasks,  with  the  exception  of  the  rather  signi- 
ficant fact  that  none  of  the  group  graduating  from  high  school  were  at 
work  on  relief  projects.   Only  small  variation  occurs  in  the  percentag-es 
of  unemployed  from  each  of  the  educational  levels.   I'ore  education  does, 
howevor,  appear  to  be  a  distinct  advantage  in  securing  work  after  leaving 
school,  the  lapse  of  time  between  school  and  work  in  the  cases  of  high 
school  graduates  being  considerably  less  than  that  in  the  cases  of  those 
who  did  not  finish  grammar  school.   For  example,  of  the  34  v/ho  have  sought 
employment  unsuccessfully  for  more  than  two  years,  31  did  not  finish 
grammar  school  and  of  this  31,  18  were  females, 

\;Tiile  the  partially  employed  showed  more  interest  in  free  vocational 
education,  than  either  the  fully  employed  or  the  unemployed,  the  employed 
group  showed  by  far  the  greatest  interest  in  avocational  education. 

If  one  may  draw  conclusions  from  so  small  a  number,  the  following 
interpretations  seem  justified: 

1)  The  totally  unemployed  group  evidenced  the  smallest  interest 
in  any  type  of  education,  possibly  due  to  their  insecure 
state. 

2)  The  partially  employed  evidenced  the  greatest  interest  in 
vocational  education,  evidently  feeling  the  insecurity  of 
their  ovm  jobs  and  seeking  to  improve  them, 

3)  The  f'ully  employed  gave  evidence  of  the  greatest  interest  of 
these  three  groups  in  avocational  education,  shov/ing  that 
once  a  job  with  some  security  was  obtained,  interest  may  then 
be  concentrated  on  other  educational  values. 
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In  regard  to  emplo;'/ment  and  occupational  status  among  the  202 
liexican  youth  intervievred,  we  discover  28.21%  totally  unemployed; 
an  additional  21^  employed  partiallv  or  on  government  relief;  and 
only  25?^  of  the  total  enjoying  full-time  work,  I\   surprising  num- 
ber, 21^0  in  all,  had  never  received  full-time  employment,  though 
they  had  been  seeking  for  more  than  two  years.  The  employed 
group  was  chiefly  occupied  in  domestic  service  and  in  labor  in- 
volving varying  degrees  of  skill.  Education  apparently  did  not 
benefit  the  group  in  detf^rmining  the  type  of  occupation  followed 
except  in  a  few  instances,  but  decreased  the  lapse  of  time 
between  school  and  work.  The  degree  of  employment  seems  to  have 
a  definite  influence  upon  educational  interests. 


Section  5.   Health 


Fundamental  to  occupational,  educational,  and  recreational  activities 
in  which  these  youth  might  engare,  is  sound  physical  health.   '»e  have 
already  shown  that  of  the  group  we  interviewed,  2.97^  were  unable  to 
work  because  of  ill  health  or  physical  disabilities,  and  called  attention 
to  the  menacing  conditions  of  the  houses  in  which  most  of  them  live. 

Our  first  objective  measure  of  the  health  habits  of  this  group  was 
to  determine  what  proportion  had  received  routine  medical  examinations 
during  the  past  year.   Table  144  shows  ths  number  and  percentage  re- 
ceiving such  examinations. 


TABLE  lA.4~ru:n]EICAL  and  PERCElTAl  E  DISTRIBUTION  of  202  liEXICAN  YOUTH 
j.CCORDIL;Ct  TO  ROUTINE  T^EDICAL  E}'JU"'T]'L:TION  RECEIVED  or  lOT 
RECEIVED  DURIi'G  THE  T'','TJLVE  MONTHS  PRIOR  to  INTERVIEl/V 


Total  Total 
Number    % 

Total 202     100 

Received  medical  examination  46     22.77 

Did  not  receive  medical  examination  156     77.22 
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Even  more  indicative  of  the  lioalth  of  this  ^^roup  was  our  question 
vAich  measured  the  extent  of  conscious  need  for  medical  attention,  and  the 
type  received.   Of  the  group  intervievred,  57,  or  Z^,?2^/o,   had  been  in  need 
of  medical  care  during  the  past  year.  Of  this  57,  27  had  received  such 
care,  in  whole  or  in  part,  through  charitable  sources,  while  1,  ivho  applied 
for  free  service,  was  refused,  and  has  had  none,   v/hile  such  figures  speak 
well  for  the  generosity  of  Dallas  citizens  and  especially  the  physicians 
vrho  donate  their  services  to  ''ree  clinics,  they  reflect  again  the  economic 
status  of  the  group. 

Table  145  shows  the  number  and  p-^rcent  receiving  each  type  of  medical 


TABLE  145— ITO.'HRICAL  and  PERCEI^TKS  DISTRIBUTION  of  202  r'iE..JCM  YOUTH 
ACCOIiDING  TO  liEDICAL  SERVICES  (exclusive  of  Medical  Examina- 
tions) RECEIVED  or  HOT  EECEI-\n3D  DURING  T'TELVE  ''  OFTHS  PRIOR 
to  IITERVIEIV 


Total  Total 

Niimber  % 

Tot_al ^_ _2_02  100 

No  medical  attention  -  no  need                          145  71.78 
No  medical  attention  -  could  not 

afford                                                1  .49 
No  medical  attention  -  other  reasons 

Free  clinic*                                           16  7.92 

Free  hospital  care*                                      12  5.94 
Private  physician,  specialist, 

private  hospital  care                                  29  14.36 
Private  physician  and  free 

hospital  care                                          2  .99 

Private  physician  and  free  clinic                           1  .49 
Private  nurse  or  mid-wife  only 

Other  medical  services -_  _  -  _   -_ 

"*4"'(lV98?o)  receiving  free"  clinic  care  received  free  "hospital  care  as  well. 
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Ptirther  li^ht  was  throrm  on  their  health  habits  by  our  questions 
in  regard  to  dental  care,,  Signif icr.i-t   seem  these  facts:  only  26.11^-'->  had 
seen  a  dentist  during  the  past  year,  only  5,525o  went  because  of  a  regular, 
scheduled  habit. 

Tabulation  of  responses  is  shovm  in  Table  146. 


T>..BLE  146— FUKiRICx-i  and  I'lZRCEiiTKGE  DISTKIBUTIOl'  of  199  l^XICAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDIHG  TO  Pr.Ii:CI?AL  REASON  GTrEll  for  GOING  or  NOT  GOING 
TO  A  DEiJTIST  DURING  THE  TVELVE  MONTHS  PRIOR  to  INTERVIE?^ 


Total   Total 
Number    % 
Total  199     100 


11 

5.52 

4 

2,01 

2 

1.00 

1 

.50 

27 

13.56 

2 

1.00 

Went  because  of  need  34    17.08 

Y.'ent  because  of  schedule  habit; 

go  regularly  at  least  once  a  year 
Vjent,  sent  by  school 
Hent,  sent  by  employed,  CCC  officials 
Went,  other  reasons 
Did  not  go,  no  need 
Did  not  go,  could  not  afford 
Did  not  go,  fear 

Did  not  go,  neglect  1      .50 

Did  not  go,  other  reasons 
Never  have  been  (regardless  of 

reason) ^  ^  ^  }21-    .-^A'Jl- 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth  3  made  no  res-t-onse  to  this  question  and  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Table. 


Section  6.  Leisure  Time  Activities 
Three  Major  Recreational  Babbits 

These  considerations  of  home  life  and  background,  educational  attain- 
ment and  interests,  employment  and  occupation,  and  health  lead  us  naturally 
to  a  consideration  of  how  free  hours  are  being  spent.   In  addition  to  the 
number  of  formal  educational  classes  that  had  been  taken,  ive  asked  these 
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youth  to  enumerate  for  us  their 

"THKCE  PRIIICIPAL  LEISURE  TIIiE  ACTIVITI'iS  in  t  he  PAST  YEAR." 
The  most  frequently  reported  was  "-laying  such  team  games  as  foot- 
ball, basket  ball,  and  baseball",  listed  by  ZZ%,   while  second  was  "Nothing 
in  particular,  sitting  or  standing  around,  loafing",  reported  by  30.15%. 
"Movie  attendance"  was  third,  and  "Reading",  fourth.  Even  this  is  not  a 
complete  picture,  hov/ever,  for  although  vv'e  insisted  that  each  person  re- 
port three  ways  in  v/hich  free  time  was  spent,  the  199  who  responded  re- 
ported a  total  of  356  ways,  or  less  than  2  per  person.   It  seems  justified 
to  conclude  that  most  of  these  youth  do  act  have  even  two  recreations 
that  give  pleasure  or  satisfaction  and  occur  with  any  frequency.  At  most, 
not  m.ore  than  40/i  had  a  major  recreation  habit  v/hich  would  contribute  to 
physical  health.  Evidence  of  th.e  interest  in  handwork  is  again  found, 
however,  for  19  of  the  girls  listed  needle  work  or  sewing  as  one  of  their 
major  recreations.  The  small  percentage  who  listed  dating  and  dancing 
as  recreational  pursuits  is  accounted  for  on  the  basis  of  not  permitting 
I-iexican  girls  to  go  out  unchaperoned. 

Our  American  youth  of  native  parentage  may  find  it  difficult  to  be- 
lieve that  such  courtships  as  that  described  belov/  take  place  in  America, 
and  are  typical  of  the  f'exican  group: 

Pedro  observed  Maria  in  church,  and  was  visibly  impressed.  He 
moved  quickly,  addressing  a  letter  that  same  day  to  her  parents, 
requesting  permission  to  write  to  Maria.  He  understood,  of  course, 
that  the  parents  would  read  each  letter  carefully  before  ■'.aria  saw 
it.   Permdssion  was  granted,  and  at  the  end  of  the  second  year  of 
correspondence,  during  which  period  neither  Haria  nor  Pedro  spoke 
to  each  other,  he  paid  his  first  visits  to  ilaria's  home,  calling 
upon  each  of  her  parents.   The  implication  of  the  visits  vms  apparent 
to  all.  His  acceptability  being  established  by  Maria's  parents 
through  comm.unication  v/ith  relatives  in  Mexico,  he  then  received  per- 
mission to  call  upon  Maria,  provided,  of  course,  that  one  of  her 
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parents  was  present*   t'ott  he  comes  with  his  guitar  ana  sings  love 
songs  to  I.Iaria,  while  her  mother  sits  near.   In  one  year  or  two 
perhaps,  they  will  be  married. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  to  this  inquiry  is  shown  in 
Table  147. 

TABLE  147— NUlviERICAL  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  199  I'^EJICM  YOUTH* 
ACCORDirG  TO  TEIR  THREE  PRIllCIPAL  LEISURE  TIJ-E  J-.CTIVITIES 
DURING  THE  TVffiLVE  KOl'TTHS  .^RIOR  to  INTERVIEW 


Total       Total 
Number       ^ 
Total  199         100 


12 

6,03 

49 

24.62 

58 

29.14 

20 

10.05 

13 

6.53 

30 

15.07 

5 

2.51 

34 

17.08 

Nothing  in  particular j  sitting  or 

standing  around;  loafing  60        30.15 

Playing  team  games  such  as  football, 

basketball,  baseball  66        33.16 

Engaging  in  individual  physical 

activities 
Reading 

Movie  attendance 
Eobbies  and  cultural  activities 
Playing  cards,  checkers, 

puzzles,  etc. 
Dancing, attending  parties 

or  teas 
Listening  to  the  radio 
Dating 

Other _ 

*0f  the  Mexican  yout'h',  3  malfe  no"  "respon'se  to  t'his  "question'  and"'"are  not  in- 
cluded  in  this  Table. 


Adequacy  of  Neighborhood  Facilities 

'i¥e  also  inquired  whether  they  felt  that  the  recreational  facilities 

of  their  neighborhood  were  adequate.   As  we  observed  many  times  during  the 

interviev\ring  period,  responses  to  this  question  seemed  entirely  based  upon 

the  experience  the  youth  had  had  v/ith  recreational  facilities  of  various 

sorts.   For  example,  tvro  elaborated  their  responses  in  this  way: 

A  24- year-old,  single,  unemployed  youth,  who  wished  to  return 
to  the  CCC  Camp  and  whose  present  recreation  was  spent  on  nothing 
in  particular,  said  that  the  greatest  need  was  for  "reareation 
halls  like  we  had  in  the  CCC." 
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A  21-year-old,  single  male,  who  spent  the  best  part  of  his 
leisure  time  during  the  pact  year  in  reading  and  playing  team 
games,  agreed  that  the  greatest  need  vms  for  additional  recre- 
ation centers  "like  they  do  in  the  CCC  Camps  -  to  read  and  be 
together." 

Only  51,63^  considered  facilities  adequate,  while  24^  said  the  major 

need  was  for  parks,  playgrounds,  or  athletic  fields,  and  12,41/o  said 

recreation  centers  and  club  houses  were  the  greatest  need. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  to  this  question  is  found  in 
Table  148. 

TABLE  148— NUl.iERICAL  and  PERCCNTAOE  DICTRIBUTIOIJ  of  153  laEXICAW  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  RESx^OKSES  to  QUESTIOi-S:   DO  YOU  THIM  MTY 
ADDITIONAL  RECREi.TIOliAL  FACILITIES  ;J?E  NEEDED  BY  THE  YOUTH 
OF  YOUR  NEIGHBORHOOD?   IF  SO,  VjH.lT  IS  THE  01-iE  THING  MOST 
NEEDED? 


Total 


Total 

Total 

Number 

% 

153 

100 

Recreational  facilities  adequate; 

no  additions  necessary  79   51.63 

Parks,  playgrounds,  or  athletic 

fields  38   24.83 

Swimming  pools,  riding  academies  3    1.96 

Recreation  centers,  club  houses  19   12.41 

Skating  rinks,  amusement  parks  1     .65 

Clubs,  organizations  3    1,96 

Dance  halls,  better  dances, 

more  dances  1     ,65 

Movies 
Cultural  and  educational:  libraries, 

concerts,  dramatics,  art  L   craft  classes  2    1,30 

Facility  needed,  but  do  not  ioiow  what  6    3,92 

Other  facility  needed 1     .65 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth",  49  made  no  response  or' hTd  no  VpTniolirand  are"liot 
included  in  this  Table, 


Club  Participation 

As  another  means  of  gaining  information  regarding  recreational  habits j 
we  asked  the  youth  to  tell  us  the  names  of  any  clubs  in  which  they  had  par- 
ticipated durin.f;:;  the  past  tliree  months.   Over  56%   had  not  participated  at 


bi^atrfja  "lo- i8'>«i;o-i:, 


all,  T/hile  9.9?^  had  been  r  eached  by  the  'yi-.C.A,  or  other  so-called 

"character-building"  organizations. 

The  tabulation  of  responses  is  found  in  Table  149. 

TABLE  149— FJIKRICjiL  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  202  ITEXIGAI^  YOUTH 
ACCORDIi:G  TO  PiJiTICIPATION  1¥.   J'ORS  THAN  EI.LF   TEE  LEETIHGS 
OF  ANY  SOCIAL  or  RSCRE.-TIONAL  CLUBS,  DURING  TIIE  THREE  J'ONTHS 
PRIOR  to  IilTERVIHl/V  -  by  TYPES  C?  CLUBS 


--    --        Total   Total 
Number    '/l 
Total _     ^ 202     100 

"Character  building"  clubs  20    9.90 

College  or  high  school  fraternities 

or  sororities 
Neighborhood  social  or  recreational 

clubs 
Hobby  or  interest  clubs  1      .49 

Dramatic,  art,  or  musical  clubs 

Other  ivomen's  clubs  1      .49 

Fraternal  orders  1      .49 

Athletic,  sport,  or  hiking  clubs  1      .49 

Business  or  professional  clubs, 

sororities,  or  fraternities 
Other  4     1,98 

Did  not  participate 174    86.13 


Seeking  light  on t he  reasons  for  this  dearth  of  group  participation, 
we  inquired  as  to  the  reasons,  and  75  youth,  50/?  of  those  who  had  not 
participated,  responded  that  they  knevv  of  no  clubs  existing  in  their 
communities.   Slightly  less  than  20?o  said  they  could  not  afford  the  costsi 
The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  given  in  Table  150. 
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TABLE   150--NWiRICAL  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  150  I'EXICAII  YOUTH* 
ACC0?:DI1IG  TO   PRINCIPaL  REASON  GIVL'il   FOR  NOT   Hi.VING  PARTICI- 
PATED  IN  KOHE  TEM  lULF  of  J^OilETIRGS   of  SOCIAL  or  RECREATIONAL 
CLUBS   DURING  THREE  I^ONTHS   PRIOR  to    INTERVIE'/Y 


Total       Total 
Number         % 
Total 150  100 

Lack  of  money;   can  not  afford; 

costs  too  much  19  12.66 

Do  not   like  the   crowd  7  4.66 

Do  not  like  the  program  of 

activities 
Do  not  know  how  to   become  a 

member  2  1.33 

Family  objection 
Not   interested;   no  need; 

do  not  like  clubs  29  19.33 

Too   far  to   go  to  meetings; 

late  hours  1  •66 

Lack  of  time;   have  to  work  10  6.66 

Lack  of  association  with  club 

members  4  2.66 

Other  reasons _-__  _  _   78    52.00 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth,  24  mad¥  nV  r¥s"ponse' to  this'  question  and  28  had 

participated  in  one  or  more  clubs  during  the  past 
three  months;  these  figures  are  not  included  in 
this  Table. 

That  the  real  or  supposed  slights,  because  of  racial  differences,  may 

limit  such  participation  is  evidenced  by  one  youth  who  said: 

"I  used  to  go  with  two  friends  to  the  'Y'  and  when  my  friends 
left,  I  went  alone  and  did  not  like  it.  They  would  not  speak  to 
me  because  I  am  a  Mexican  and  so  I  quit." 

This  youth  felt  that  the  greatest  need  for  the  youth  of  his  neighbor- 
hood was  a  recreation  center  "like  the  'Y'" 


Attitude  on  Possible  Use  of  Neighborhood  Schopl  a_£^  a  Community  Center 

In  view  of  the  campaign  which  was  conducted  in  Dallas  in  behalf  of 
making  use  of  the  schools  for  community  recreational  purposes,  we  felt  that 
by  asking  the  youth  their  opinions  about  such  use  and,  if  they  approved,  the 
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type  of  activity  in  wViich  they  v.'ould  participate,  we  would  find  further 
evidence  of  their  recreational  interest?.   Seventeen  percent  opposed  the 
use  of  the  schools  for  this  purpose  sind  ITi  were  not  opposed,  but  felt 
they  would  not  participate,  lea^^.nc  some  81%  who  felt  they  would.  Thirty- 
eight  percent  said  they  would  participate  in  musical  or  dramatic  activities^ 
and  27,455?  in  club  meetings,  while  "participating  in  athletic  activities", 
"attending  lectures  or  forums",  and  "watching  athletic  activities"  rank 
third,  fourth,  and  fifth,  respectively.  Vy"e  see  here  a  slightly  larger 
percentage  who  expressed  a  desire  to  participate  in  dances  and  parties 
than  actually  listed  this  among  their  recreational  habits,  for  15%  exhibit 
such  interest. 

The  tabulation  of  responses  is  found  in  Table  151, 

T/BLE  151— NTJI;J]RICAL  and  PERCEKTAf  E  DISTRIBUTION  of  153  JE>'ICM  YOUTH- 
ACCOKDING  TO  RESPOHSES  to  QUESTIO^TS:   DO  YOU  FEEL  THAT  RE- 
SPONSIBLE PEOPLE  SHOULD  3L  JERIIITTED  THE  USE  Ol  THEIR  NEIGH- 
BORHOOD SCHOOL,  AFTER  REGULiJ?  SCHOOL  HOURS,  FOR  SOCIAL  and 
RECREATIONAL  PURPOSES?   IF  SO,  IM  IVKICH,  IF  ANY,  OF  THE  FOLLOW- 
ING ACTIVITIES  WOULD  YOU  P'vRTICIPATE? 


Total 


Schools  should  not  be  so  used 

Yes,  but  would  not  participate 

Dances 

Parties 

Athletic  activities--spectator 

Athletic  activities— participant 

Club  meetings 

Musical  or  dramatic  activities 

Lectures  or  forvims 

Movies 

Other  uses ^ 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth,  49  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not 
included  in  this  Table, 


Total 

Total 

Number 

% 

153 

100 

27 

17,64 

17 

11,11 

24 

15.68 

22 

14.37 

30 

19.60 

38 

24.83 

42 

27.45 

58 

37.90 

32 

20.91 

27 

17,64 

1 

,65 

lo'i  eio: 


d&a  said- 


,  strdtrt  L.f.r:oi&}:o-i: 


I^? 


T  :> .+.  -  0  *"•'  <' "  —  3  e  i  .+lvl  *0i 


Comparisons 

Examining  the  various  occupational  groups  to  see  whether  signifi- 
cant differences  appeared  in  their  recreational  habits,  we  find  less 
than  5%   of  the  students  and  less  than  21^^  of  the  fully  employed  listed 
loafing  as  one  of  the  major  ways  of  spending  free  time,  while  it  consti- 
tuted a  major  recreational  pursuit  for  almost  40/i  of  the  partially  or 
totally  unemployed  and  for  over  Z2%   of  the  housewives  and  others  not  seek- 
ing employment.  Reading  also  appeared  more  than  tv^ice  as  often  among  the 
gainfully'  employed  and  school  students  than  among  the  partially  employed 
and  unemployed.  The  association  of  club  activities  v/ith  school  life  was 
again  evidenced,  for  among  the  school  group  club  participation  reached 
almost  4:0%  whereas  in  none  of  the  othor  three  groups  did  it  reach  more 
than  n%. 

Rather  significant  differences  appeared  in  the  recreational  habits 
of  the  two  sexes  and  between  the  groups  which  attained  various  educational 
levels. 

For  example,  playing  team  games  was  listed  as  a  major  recreation  for 
over  50^  of  the  Mexican  males,  but  for  only  3.94;%  of  the  females,  and 
movie  attendance  and  listening  to  the  radio  were  considerably  higher  a- 
mong  the  females  than  the  males.   On  the  other  hand,  the  percentage  count- 
ing reading  as  a  major  recreational  pursuit  is  almost  the  same  between 
the  sexes. 

Educational  attainment  seems  to  affect  leisure  habits  in  the  follov/- 
ing  ways.   First,  none  virho  graduated  from  high  school  listed  loafing  as 
a  recreational  pursuit  and  it  appeared  viuch  more  frequently  among  the 
less  than  grade  school  graduation  group  than  among  those  who  have  had  some 
high  school  training.   Reading  steadily  increases  with  educational  attain- 
ment. Hobbies  and  cultural  activities  likewise  follov;  this  trend,  while 
movie  attendance  remains  the  same  for  all  educational  levels. 

The  males  expressed  s.   conscious  need  for  additional r  ecreational 
facilities  in  greater  numbers  than  did  the  females  and,  although  the 
figures  are  not  entirely  conclusive  on  this  point,  a  higher  educational 
attainment  seems  to  heighten  the  awareness  of  the  need  for  recreational 
facilities.   Club  participation  is  more  frequent  among  the  males  than 
among  the  females  and  very  definitely  increases  with  educational  advance- 
ment. 
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Turning  to  the  possible  recreational  activities  vrhich  might  be 
sponsored  in  neighborhood  schools,  ive  find  a  significantly  higher  per- 
centage of  Mexican  females  indicating  a  desire  to  participate  in  each 
of  the  eight  activities  listed,  a  fact  for  which  we  can  account  only  on 
the  basis  that  the  liexican  male  has  already  more  freedom  and,  hence,  more 
recreational  opportunities. 
Use  of  the  Public  Library 

A  further  question  on  the  Schedule  relating  to  leisure-time  pur- 
suits was  regarding  the  use  of  the  public,  non-school  library.   Only  35, 
or  17.51>i,  of  the  201  who  responded  indicated  any  use  of  the  library. 
Of  these  35  users,  10  list  two  types  of  reading  and  appear  45  times  in 
Table  152. 


TABLE  152— fflJlVlExRICAL  and  PERCEIITAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  201  I.IEXICAII  YOUTH* 
ACCOIiUi:-IG  TO  USE  of  PUBLIC  (NON-SCHOOL)  LIBRA...Y  DURING  THE 
FOUR  'ftTSEKS  PRIOR  to  INTERVIEW" 


Total   Total 
Number     % 
Total      ^201 100 

Did  not  use  166    82.58 

Fiction:  read  1,  2,  or  3 

public  library  books  20     9.95 

Fiction:  read  4,  5,  or  6 

public  library  books  4     1.99 

Fiction:  read  7  or  more 

public  library  books 
Non-fiction:  read  1  or  2 

public  library  books  11     5.47 

Non- fiction:  read  3  or  4 

public  library  books  5     2.48 

Non- fiction:  read  5  or 

more  public  library  books  2      .99 

Newspaper,  magazine  reading: 

I  to  4' hours   :  2      .99 

Newspaper,  magazine  reading: 

5  or  more  hours  1      '49 

Other  types  _of  se£vice 


I'Of  the  Itexican  youth,  1  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  is  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Table. 
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Inquiring  as  to  the  reasons  why  those  virho  ha^'  not  used  the  public 
library  did  not,  we  foiind  that  over  half  the  group  were  either  not  in- 
terested in  reading  or  could  give  no  satisfactory  answer,  while  285^ 
claimed  some  other  source  of  reading,  ijnong  the  sources  of  reading  vms, 
almost  always,  a  comic  section  of  a  nev/spaper  printed  in  Spanish.   Comic 
strips  of  American  papers  were  also  favorites,  and  m.cre  than  one  inter- 
viewee claimed  that  this  was  the  source  through  which  English  had  been 
learned.   Of  the  22  v/ho  gave  some  other  reason  for  non-use  of  the  library 
were  12,  or  &%,   of  the  total  group,  who  could  not  read,  the  only  measure 
of  illiteracy  taken  in  the  Study.  Two  others  were  not  av;-are  of  library 
service  and  7  were  prevented  by  the  lack  of  time. 

A  tabulation  of  the  responses  is  found  in  Table  153. 


TABLE  153— NUI;ERICAL  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  161  IffiXICAN  YOUTH^ 
ACCORDING  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON  GIVEN  FOR  NOT  ITAVING  USED 
PUBLIC  (NON-SCHOOL)  LIBPJ.RY  DURING  THE  FOUR  TOEKS  PRIOR  TO 
INTI'JRVIEi."/ 


Total   Total 
Number     % 
Total 161_ 100 

Not  interested  in  reading; 

do  not  know  87    54.03 

Library  books  inadequate  1      .62 

Branch  libraries  inadequate 
Dislike  way  library  is  run; 

cannot  pay  fines  1      .62 

Have  other  sources  of  reading: 

home  library,  magazines,  etc.  46    28.57 

Too  difficult  to  get  to  library; 

distance,  hours,  etc.  3     1.86 

Poor  eyes,  poor  health  1      .62 

Family  objections 

Other  reasons  __ 22 _13_^6_ 

*0f  l;lie"  Mexican  youth,  6  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  35  used 

the  public  library;  these  figures  are  not  included 
in  this  Table. 
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Comparisons 

Dividing  the  group  on  the  basis  of  eniployment  status,  we  found  that 
the  highest  percentage  (26. 27':^.)  of  users  of  the  library  are  among  the 
group  still  in  school  and  the  lowest  percentage  (10.11/?)  among  the  totally 
unemployed.   Cf  the  school  students  v;ho  did  not  use  the  library,  15,38^ 
said  they  were  not  interested  in  reading,  while  63.95?2  of  the  unemployed 
not  using  the  library  gave  this  response. 

Percentages  using  the  library  were  approximately  the  same  for  both 
sexes,  the  use  definitely  increasing  with  an  advance  in  the  educational 
level.  Only  5  of  the  females  had  read  any  non-fiction  from  the  public 
library  and  all  of  these  5  were  high  school  graduates. 

Summary 


Reserving  for  later  consideration  certain  oth-r  information  relating 
to  the  use  of  free  time  and  summarizing  what  has  been  presented  here, 
vre  find  the  folloviring: 

1)  Considering  some  form  of  outdoor  activity  as  beneficial  to 
health,  we  learn  that  &0%   of  the  males  list  such  activity 
as  among  their  major  recreational  habits,  compared  to  Z% 
of  the  females. 

2)  The  females  listed  movie  attendance  and  listening  to  the  radio 
in  many  more  instances  than  did  the  males. 

3)  Ilany  evidences  of  the  strength  of  the  mores  in  regard  to  re- 
strictions on  single  girls  are  found,  for  dating  and  dancing 
play  only  a  sm.all  part  in  their  activities. 

4)  Some  evidence  of  a  desire  to  lareak  away  from  these  restrictions 
is  seen  inthe  larger  number  of  fema.les  who  v/ish  to  participate 
in  activities  which  mi(?:ht  be  sponsored  in  neighborhood  schools. 

5)  The  library  is  used  with  almost  equal  frequency  by  m.ales  and 
females,  but  users  constitute  only  17,5^  of  the  total  group 
and  marked  differences  in  the  amount  of  use  are  shown  by  vary- 
ing educational  levels. 

6)  Over  "50%   of  the  total  group  listed  loafing  as  a  major  recreation- 
al habit. 

7)  Of  the  total  group,  51. 6^^  felt  that  the  present  recreational 
facilities  were  adequate. 
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TABLE  154— iroraRICAL  and  PERCEUTjiGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  202  ME7ICAN  YOUTH 
.■^XCORDIl'G  TO  PARTICIPATION  in  CHURCH  ACTIVITIES  DURIi-iG  THE 
FOUR  PffiEKS   PRIOR  to    IKTERVIE'Y 


Total 


Ko  participation 
Devotional  activities 

1  or  2  times 
Devotional  activities 

3  or  4  times 
Devotional  activities 

5  or  more  tim.es 
Recreational  or  social 

activities  1  or  2  times 
Recreational  or  social 

activities  3  or  4  times 
Recreational  or  social 

activities  5  or  more  times 
Educational  activities 

1  or  2  times 
Educational  activities 

3  or  4  times 
Educational  activities 

5  or  more  times 
Other  church  activities 


Total 

iaimber 

202 

Total 
100 

52 

25.74 

40 

19.80 

107 

52.97 

3 

1.48 

3 

1.48 

4 

1.98 

2 

.99 

7 

3.46 

11 

5.44 

2 
1 

.99 
.49 

TABLE  155—IfJiai;RICAL  and  PERCEiiTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  160  HEXICMJ  YOUTH* 
ACCORDIllG  TO  PRINCIPAL  REASON  GIIH^N  FOh  NC;  HAVING  PARTICI- 
PATED in  THT.  EDUCATIOIsJii  or  RECREATIONAL  ACTIVITIES  of  ANY 
CHURCH  DURING  THE  FOUR  Vffi'EXS  PRIOR  to  INTERVIEl'i 


Total 


Total 

Total 

Number 

% 

160 

100 

2 

1.25 

42 

26.25 

1 

.62 

Lack  of  funds,  clothing, 

carfare,  etc. 
Not  interested  in  church  or  religious 

organizations;  not  a  church  member 
Other  activities  and  clubs  are  more 

interesting  or  valuable 
Too  much  supervision;  too  much 

restriction 
Do  not  like  the  program  of  activities 
Do  not  like  the  crov/d 
Family  objection 
Neglect;  do  not  know  why- 
Occupied  with  home  or  other  personal  duties 
Other  reasons_ 
*0f  the  Mexican  youth,  14  made  no  response  t o "thi 

participated  durin.f^  the  past  four  weeks 
figures  are  not  included  in  this  Taole. 


1 

.62 

2 

1.25 

20 

12,50 

10 

6.25 

82 

51.25 

L  and 

28  had 

leks; 

these 
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Comparisons 

Participation  in  church  activities  occurred  vnth  slightly  higher 
frequency  and  somewhat  more  regularity  among  females  thaJi  among  males. 
The  educational  attainment  apparently  made  no  marked  changes  in  the 
extent  of  participation* 

Summary 

As  would  be  expected  in  a  group  to  whom  attendance  at  church  has 
a  moral  significance,  v/e  find  relatively  high  church  participation 
which  is  only  slightly  different  for  the  two  sexes,  and  was  apparent- 
ly unaffected  by  educational  attainm.ent. 


Section  8.   Attitudes  on  Social  Questions 
Deeply  interested  in  the  attitudes  which  these  youth  have  tov/ard 
any  of  their  ovm  problems  and  the  problems  of  their  groups  and  societies, 
7ire  sought  their  opinions  in  regai  d  to  a  number  of  questions.   r.Tiile  some 
of  the  more  subjective  of  the  infoniiation  has  already  been  introduced, 
some  seven  additional  questions  v;ere  asked  and,  having  outlined  the 
findings  in  regard  to  home  life,  education,  employment,  leisure  activ- 
ities, and  church  participation,  we  turn  to  a  consideration  of  the 
responses  gathered. 
General  Level  of  '".^ages 

ilanyl  of  these  youth  are  faced  v/ith  a  wage  problem,  and  vre   -..-ere 
anjcious  to  discover  hor:  thoroughly  they  were  versed  in  general  wage  con- 
ditions,  V/ithout  pro^Tidir^g  them  -dth  sug;;estions  as  to  possible  answers, 
we  asked  these  t\io   questions: 

"ARZ;  y.'AGLS  of  ::0Ri3R3  GSJKUILY   HIGH  EITOUGH? 
IF  NOT,  BY  VIL-.T  ..G3.  CY  CObXD  TFSY  3BST  BE  RAISED?" 


Part  Fourteen  -  '.'aze   and  Vforking  Hours  Studv 
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"'-.Tiile  29.35^  felt  they  could  not  express  an  opinion  aboi.it  the 
general  wage  level,  41,29)'^  v/ere  sure  that  wages  are  too  lov;,  but  did 
not  know  the  best  way  to  raise  them,  leaving  only  29.36?$  who  could  give 
a  complete  answer.   Less  than  10?^^  felt  that  wages  are  not  too  low,  while 
12,4?o  thought  the  best  way  to  raise  them  v/ould  be  through  government 
regulation.   Slightly  less  than  6"^  felt  that  workers  organizations  or 
collective  bargaining  held  the  key  to  higher  T>rages,  while  no  Mexican  youth 
suggested  the  necessity  for  a  new  economic  order  or  government  oiimer- 
ship  of  industry. 

One  of  the  rare  responses  which  showed  that  thought  had  been  given 
the  matter  in  arriving  at  some  conclusion  v;as  that  of  a  20-year-old  fill- 
ing station  attendant,  the  son  of  a  coal-miner,  and  an  extensive  reader 
of  both  fiction  and  non- fiction: 

"Big  Capital  is  organized  to  protect  its  interests,  so  let  the 
laboring  men  organize  to  protect  their  interests:  but  no  strikes, 
especially  no  sit-doivn  strikes  -  they  are  silly." 


A  complete  tabulation  of  the  responses  to  these  questions  is  given 
in  Table  156. 
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TABLE  156— IIUI'IIRICAL  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  201  I'ilEXICAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  RESPONSES  to   QUESTIONS:      ARE  L'AGES  of     'ORKERS 
GENERjiLLY  HIGH  ENOUGH?      IF  NOT,    BY  v/HilT  AGENCY  COULD  THEY 
BEST  BE  P...ISED? 


Total 


Total 

Number 

201 

Total 

<^ 

100 

20 

9.95 

83 
1 

41.29 

.49 

12 

5.97 

25 

12.43 

1 

.49 

Vifages  are  not  too  low 

i/ages  are  too  Ioit,  but  do  not  Icnow 
how  to  raise  them 

Too  low:  greater  individual  effort 

Too  low:  labor  unions — workers'  organ- 
izations, collective  bargaining,  strikes 

Too  low:  Government  regulation — NRA, 
other  government  measures 

Too  low:  employer — company  unions, 
bonuses,  profit  sharing,  piece  rates 

Too  low:  new  econom.ic  system — co-operatives, 
govt,  ownership  of  industry 

Too  low:  other  agencies  - 

Some  wages  are  too  low,  some  are  not 

No  opinion,  do  not  know  59    29.35 

*0f  the  liexTcan  youth,  1  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  is  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Table. 

Com.parisons 

Although  there  appeared  no  very  great  differences  in  expressed 
opinions  to  these  questions  from  the  various  occupational  groups,  we  did 
find  that  the  students  in  s chool  e xpressed  fewer  opinions,  while  the 
partially  employed  and  the  unemployed  groups  felt  less  sure  of  ways  of 
meeting  the  situation.  The  emploj^ed  group  viras  more  hearty  in  its  endorse- 
ment of  government  regulation. 

Some  differences  occur  between  the  sexes,  since  although  the  same 
percentage  of  males  and  of  females  felt  that  wages  are  too  low,  a  slightly 
higher  percentage  of  females  could  express  no  opinion  as  to  hovf  they  might 
be  raised,  while  raore  of  the  males  v/ere  inclined  to  entrust  the  matter  to 
government  regulation. 

The  number  endorsing  government  regulation  rose  steadily  with  the 

educational  level,  but  advancement  in  education  failed  to  decrease  the 

number  who  had  no  opinion  on  the  matter. 
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Attitude  on  Child  Labor 

The  answers  to  our  next  "attitude"  question  seem  especially  signi- 
ficant since  many  of  these  youth  have  had  work  experience  at  a  very 
early  age.  The  questions  were: 

"SHOULD  GOVEENIIENT  PROHIBIT  by  LA  •  TIE  C-^IKFUL  IJ.BOR  of 
CHILDREN  14  or  15  YZAES  OLD?  "  IF  SO,  V.'Ki.T  E/CEPTIONS,  IF 
AlJY,  VfOULD  YOU  ■•  .Jn   IN  TIHS  LAV/?" 

Eleven  and  five  tenths  percent  had  no  opinion,  6''  felt  that  govern- 
ment should  not  prohibit,  and  a  total  of  82.5/S  were  in  favor  of  a  child 
labor  law.  That  this  law  should  be  all-inclusive  v^as  believed  by  58.5'7o, 
the  remainder  allowing  for  some  exception  in  case  of  need  or  dependency. 
The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  presented  in  Table  157. 


TABLE  157— NUIiT.RICaJ.  and  P^iiRCENTAG:^  DIbTRIBUTION  of  200  I^XICM  YOUTH* 
AGGORDIivG  TORESPONSF.S  to  QUESTIONS:   SHOULD  GOVEFd«T-,¥T  PRO- 
HIBIT by  L^xv,-  TEE  GAIiJFUL  LvBOR  of  CHILDREN  14  or  15  YEARS 
OLD?   IF  SO,  "fR-T  EXCEPTIONS,  IF  ANY,  .'OULD  YOU  i:  KE  III  THIS 
L/J/Y? 


Total   Total 
Number    % 
Total  200    100 


Should  not  prohibit  gainful 

child  labor  by  law  12    6.00 

Should  prohibit  all  gainful 

child  labor  117   58.50 

Should  prohibit  except  when 

family  needs  help  44   22.00 

Should  prohibit  except  when 

youth  vrants  o'vn  money  2    1.00 

Should  prohibit  until  youth 

attains  a  certain  grade** 
Should  prohibit  except  when 

further  shhool  progress  is  impossible  1     .50 

Should  prohibit  except  when  parents  are 

dead,  invalid,  or  child  dependent  3    1.50 

Should  prohibit:  other  exceptions  1     .50 

No  opinion,  do  not  know 23 11.50 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth,  2  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Table. 
**l'Vhere  respondent  suggested  High  School  graduation  as  a  minimum  grade 
attainment,  it  was  not  listed  in  this  category. 
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Comparisons 

Comparing  occupational  groups,  no  very  striking  differences  appear' 
in  responses  to  these  questions,  although  the  group  in  school  seemed  more 
in  favor  of  an  all-inclusive  lav/  than  did  the  other  groups,  A  comparison 
of  the  responses  of  the  two  sexes  revealed  that  the  females  expressed  them- 
selves as  more  in  favor  of  an  all-inclusive  lav/  than  di.-''  the  males. 

Community  I'Ceasures  for  Prevention  of  Delinquency 

Suggestions  as  to  methods  by  which  the  coiranunity  might  combat  de- 
linquency v/ere  sought  through  the  two  questions: 

"DO  YOU  THINK  THERE  IS  ANYTHIiiG  YOUR  CGiMUNITY  CM  DO  TO 
KEEP  YOUNG  PEOPLE  OUT  01  TkOUBLE?   IF  SO,  V.'liiT  IS  THE  PRIN- 
CIPAL THIWG-?" 

It  T/as  explained  that  by  community,  v/e  meant  not  only  government  v/ith  its 

law-enforcing,  educational,  and  recreational  functions,  but  churches, 

schools,  social  agencies,  and  similar  forces  and  institutions, 

Ansxvers  shov/ed  considerable  variation,  over  72/o  believing  that  there 

was  something  the  community  could  do,  but  opinion  was  divided  as  to  what 

means  was  best.  Three  of  the  categories  of  answers  have  similar  meanings. 

These  are: 

1)  Provide  em.ployment  -  answered  by  3.03%; 

2)  Improve  economic  conditions  -  answered  by  10.6/fe; 

3)  Keep  them  busy  or  occupied;  give  them  something  to 
do  -  answered  by  7,57^; 

or  a  total  of  21.2^  suggesting  occupation  or  economic  improvement. 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  shown  in  Table  158. 
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Ti-BLE  158~l\nJI.raiICAL  and  PERCENTAGZ  DISTPJBV'TION  of  132  MEXICAN  YOUTH" 
ACCORDING  TO  PRIIICIPAL  lilETEOD  SUGGESTED  BY  KICH  COII  UKITY 
COULD  KEEP  YOUNG  x'^EOPLIi;  OUT  OF  TROUBLE 


Total    Total 
Number     % 
Total  132     100 


Provide  employment  4     3.03 

Provide  recreation:  sports,  athletics, 

clubs,  recreation  centers  5     3.78 

Provide  recreation  (as  in  2),  but 

with  supervision  20    15.15 

Stricter  control  of  liquor  and 

saloons,  gambling  3     2.27 

Improve  law  enforcement,  juvenile 

courts,  policej  provide  curfew  16    12.12 

Improve  economic  conditions  including 

relief  14    10,60 

Keep  them  busjr,  occupied,  give  them 

something  to  do  10     7.57 

Provide  more  or  better  education  for 

youth  or  parents;  sex  education  11     8.33 

Do  not  l:noT.';  or  other  16    12.12 

Individual  or  faraily  matter  only   3S    25.00 

-Of  the  Mexican  youth,  70  made  no  response  to  this  question  or  had  no 
opinion  and  are  not  included  in  this  Table. 


jittitude  to'ivard  Drinking 

The  next  question  was  that  relating  to  the  conditions  under  which  it 

was  permissible  to  drink.   Of  the  total  group,  42.57?i  were  opposed  to  all 

drinking,  an  additional  11.38/?  held  no  opinion,  and  25,73/?  felt  it  was 

permissible  only  for  others.  The  others  (19.8^)  indicated  that  they  felt 

they  should  be  permitted  to  drink  if  they  wished. 

This  question  v/as  not  an  attempt  to  measure  the  personal  habits  of 

the  youthj  but  rather  they  were  asked  to  choose  from  a  set  of  conditions 

the  one  which  most  nearly  expressed  their  ovm  feelings.   In  case  an 

opinion  did  not  fit  one  of  the  suggested  responses,  it  was  coded  under 

"Other,' 
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The  complete  tabulci.ticn  of  responses   shoiYing  the  conditions  under 
which  Mexican  youth  felt  drinking  to  be  permissible   is   presented  in 
Table   159. 


TABLE  159— :rJI'iIRIC;.L  and  PERCEIWi.GZ  DISTr:I3::TIClJ  of  202   rai.ICAl'J  YOUTH 
ACCORDIr'G  TO  EXPRESSED  OPIlilOhS  a£   TC  CIRCUMSTAi^CES  ITNDER 
WHICH  DRINKING  IS  PERJ.'ISSIBLE 


Total 


Oppose  all  drinking 
Permissible  only  for  others 

in  homes 
Permissible  for  others  and 

self  in  homes 
Permissible  for  others  in  public  places, 

excepting  public  dances,  games,  etc. 
Permissible  for  others  and  self  in 

public  places,  with  above  exceptions 
Permissible  any^f/here,  but  only  for  others 
Permissible  an^/where  for  others  and  self 
Other 
No  opinion  


Total 

Total 

Number 

% 

202 

100 

86 

42.57 

37 

18.31 

26 

12,87 

14 

6.93 

10 

4.95 

1 

.49 

4 

1.98 

1 

.49 

23 

11.38 

Attitude  on  V/ar 

Another  check  to  discover  social  attitudes  v/as  through  the  question: 
'*VYHAT  WOULD  YOU  DC  IK  CASE  THE  Ui-'IT:-:D  STATES  DECLMED  V,A.R?" 
The  girls  were  asked  to  answrjr  this  question  as  if  they  were  men.  Al- 
r.-ost  30/?  of  the  total  group  failed  to  express  an  opinion,  but  only  6.59^ 
stated  definitely  that  they  would  refuse  to  go.  According  to  their  ex- 
pressed opinions,  a  larger  number  would  wait  for  the  draft  than  would 
volunteer.  Some  indication  of  the  feeling  vrhich  lay  b ehind  these  ex- 
pressions is  found  in  these  examples: 


uOi  SOii 


A  17-year-old  single  girl,  nov/  employed  as  a  seamstress,  who  left 

school  before  finishing  the  sixth  grade,  states: 

"I  was  born  in  Mexico,  but  the  American  Government  has 
helped  us  and  I  would  join  right  avray," 

iJi  18-year-old  seamstress  on  public  work  relief  stated: 

"I  will  pot  go;  the  patriots  stay  behind  and  the  poor 
fish  get  killed." 

A  23-year  old  married  porter,  whose  education  was  stopped  before  the 

sixth  grade  and  whose  registrations  in  free  employment  services  failed  to 

produce  a  job,  stated  that  he  would  go  if  drafted,  but  added; 

"I'd  hate  to  have  to  go  and  fight  when  I  feel  that  they 
haven't  helped  me  or  done  anything  for  me.   If  I'd  been 
treated  right,  I'd  go  right  away." 

The  complete  tabulation  of  responses  is  shown  in  Table  160. 


TABLE  160-NUIffiRICAL  and  PSRCEWTAGS  DISTRIBUTION  of  197  I'EXICAN  YOUTH* 

ACCORDING  TO  RESPONSES  TO  QUESTION:   "I'fflAT  Y/OULD  YOU  DO  IN  CASE 
THE  UNITED  STATES  DECLARED  '-.IR?"** 


_  Total    Total 

Number     % 
Total  197    100 


Volunteer  immediately  48    24.36 

Volunteer — "they'd  get  me 

anyway"  6     3,04 

G«  if  drafted  64    32.48 

Go  if  invasion  threatened  4     2.03 

Go  if  grafted  or  invasion 

threatened  1      .50 

Seek  official  exemption 

Refuse  to  go  13     6.59 

Perform  only  non- combative 

service  2     1.01 

Othsr 
No  opinion,  do  not  know 59    29.94 


*0f  the  Mexican  youth,  5  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Table. 
**Girls  were  asked  to  ansvrer  this  question  as  if  they  were  men. 
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Racial  Attitudes 

The  expressions  already  noted  regarding  feelings  of  ostracism  be- 
cause of  racial  background  give  some  indication  of  v/hat  might  be  expect- 
ed in  responses  to  the  five  questions  asked  regarding  the  relationships 
between  different  races.   It  should  be  remembered  that  in  ansv/ering  these 
questions,  the  Mexicans  have  been  keenljr  aware  of  their  lack  of  accept- 
ance as  a  white  group  and  have  also  held  them-selves  apart  in  most  in- 
stances from  the  Negro  group  or  have  been  r  esented  by  the  Negroes  to  an 
even  greater  extent  than  by  the  i-vMtes,  This  dual  position  is  illustrated 
by  tvTO   statements  from  the  Schedule  of  a  17-year-old  high  school  boy, 
who  s  ays : 

"I  am  supposed  to  be  one  of  the  best  football  players, 
but  they  mil  not  let  me  play  at  high  school  because  I 
am  a  iiiexican," 

and  later  states  that  segregation  should  exist  in  the  use  of  tax-supported 

facilities  because 

"I  don't  like  to  be  together  vj-ith  Negroes." 

Opposition  to  measures  that  would  grant  equal  status  to  racial  groups 
was  on  the  ivhole  exceedingly  low,  although  a  considerable  percentage  were 
unable  to  express  an  opinion  on  the  matters  cc  isidered.  The  five  Tables 
which  folloT/,  Numbers  161,  162,  163,  164,  and  165,  show  the  number  and 
percentage  of  positive  and  negative  r'--s;-ionses  to  each  of  the  questions 
asked. 
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TABLE   lei-NUf^ERICAL  and  PERCECTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  193   ivIEXICAJI  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  RESx^ONSES  TO  QUESTION:      SHOULD  I'-lEfSERS   of 
DIFFERENT   R.^X:ES  RECEIVE  THE  SAJ'E  PAY  FOR  THE  SAIAE  JOB   IF 
THEY  HAVE  EQUAL  SKILL  AND  TRAINING? 


Total  Total 

Number  % 

Total  193  100 


Should  164  84.97 

Should  not  2  1»0S 

Mo  opinion 27 13.99 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth,    9  made  no  response  to  this   question  and   are  not   in- 
cluded  in  this   Table. 


TABLE  162— NUI.SRICAL  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  193  IffiXICAI^  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  RESPONSE  TO  QUESTION:      SHOULD  PUBLIC   SCHOOLS 
S-END  PROPORTIONATE  AI.iOUNTS   of  MONEY  on  ALL  RACES? 


Total 


Total 
Number 
193 

Total 
100 

""162 

2 

29 

83.93 

1.03 

15.02 

Should  ~       "       "~ 

Should  not 

No  opinion  

*0f  the  Mexican  youlfh,  9  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Table. 


TABLE  163—OTJlIERlCAL  and  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  193  r:2EXICAl\f  YOUTHS 
ACCORDING  TO  RESPONSES  TO  QUESTION:  SHOULD  PERSONS  OF  ALL 
RACES  BE  AIIOViED  TO  USE  ALL  TA}I- SUPPORT  ED  FACILITIES  (SUCH 
AS  PARKS,  LIRRA-RIES,  AUDITORIUFiS,  ETC.)? 


Total      Total 
Number       % 

Total _  193       100 

Should 

Should  not 

No  opinion 


126 

65.28 

35 

18.13 

32 

16,58 

t=0f  the  Mexican  youth,  9  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  Table. 
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TABLE  164— mjI',?:RICAL  and  PERCEM'AGE  DlblRIBUTION  of  193  IS^ICAN  YCUTH* 
ACCOKDING  TO  RESPONSES  TO  QUESTION:   SHOULD  ALL  RACES  BE 
REPRESENTED  on  THE  CITY  I'OLICE  fOECE? 


Total      Total 
Number       % 

Total 195 iqO_ 

Should  "   "■■      ~    .   ■  ^  -  ^^^      g^-^^g 

Should  not  33      17.09 

Uo  opinion 35 18.13 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth,  9  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not 
included  in  this  Table. 


Ti^^LE  165— 1TO1'£ERICAL  and  PERCEI'T..GE  DISTRIBUTION  of  193  I/JEXICAN  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  RESx^ONSES  TO  QUESTION:  SHOULD  PRIWiARY  ELECTIONS 
BE  OPEN  TO  ALL  QUALIFIED  VOTERS  REGARDLESS  OF  RACE? 

Should  134      69.43 

Should  not  7       3.62 

No  opinion 52 2_6.94 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth,  9  made  no  response  to  this  question  and  are  not 
included  in  this  Table. 


Comparisons 

Those  T;ho  expressed  no  opinion  in  regard  to  these  questions  are  almost 
exclusively  among  the  groups  with  a  lov-;  level  of  educational  attainment. 
Few  differences  of  significance  appear  in  the  responses  of  the  two  sexes, 
except  that  ."-ore  Mexican  females  seemed  opposed  to  having  all  races  repre- 
sented on  the  city  police  force.   iJo  differences,  except  in  the  matter  of 
the  number  of  e xpressed  opinions,  appear  in  the  responses  of  the  various 
occupational  groups. 

Attitude  toward  Gove mment  As si  stance  to  Youth 

A  similar  "attitude"  question,  which  has  been  reserved  for  comment 

until  now  because  of  its  possible  influence  upon  all  the  problem.s  and 

conditions  faced  by  the  group,  relates  to  the  character  and  extent  of 

government  assistance  to  youth  between  16  and  24.   More  than  97?J  of  the 

youth  responding  said  that  government  should  render  assistance.   More  than 

50^  expressed  the  belief  that  government  should  help  in  each  of  the 

following: 
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1)  Provide  jobs  for  youth; 

2)  Help  youth  to  rret  jobs; 

3)  Help  needy  parents  so  that  youth  mipht 
continue  in  school. 

Over  46^  believed  that  government  should  help  youth  to  get  further  educ: 

tional  training. 

The  distribution  of  all  responses  is  found  in  Table  166. 

TABLE  166— NUI'SRICAL  and  PERCEMTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  183  l.S:. I  CAW' YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  RES.^OKSES  TO  THE  QUESTIONS:  SHOULD  THE  GOVERlM- 
J/ENT  HELP  YOUTH  16  to  24  YEARS  OF  AGE:   IF  IT  SHOULD,  IR 
mikl   VfAYS? 


Total    Total 
Number     % 
Total 183     100 

Government  should  not  help  youth 

at  all  •    '  5     2.73 

Provide  jobs  for  youth  97    53,00 

Help  youth  to  ret  jobs  93    50.81 

Regulate  v\rages  so  youth  can  earn 

a  decent  living  59    32,24 

Finance  youth  who  wish  to  get 

started  in  business  38    20,76 

Help  youth  to  get  vocational 

training  86    46,99 

Finance  youth  who  desire  fur- 
ther education  63    34,42 
Help  needy  parents  so  youth  can 

continue  in  school  102    55.73 

Provide  more  recreation  facilities 

for  youth  47    25.68 

Help  youth  who  \irish  to  marry  13     7.10 

Other  vv^ays 1 .  5_4 

*0f  the~llexic'an  youth",  19  made  no  response  to  this  question  or  had  no 
opinion  and  are  not  included  in  this  Table. 

Comparisons 

V/ith  the  exception  of  "Helping  needy  parents  so  youth  can  stay  in 
school",  the  group  still  in  school  endorsed  in  fev/er  numbers  than  any 
other  group,  any  one  of  the  measures  of  government  assistancec  Like- 
wise, proportionately  more  school  students  were  opposed  to  all  measures 
of  government  assistance. 
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other  differentiations  v/ere  slight.   The  females  endorsed  measures 
of  government  assistance  in  greater  proportions  than  did  males,  especially 
in  matters  of  financing  youth  who  wished  to  start  in  business,  helping 
youth  to  s-et  further  education,  by  both  helping  parents  and  providing 
vocational  training,  and  by  helping  youth  who  wished  to  marry. 

Generally,  those  from  the  lower  educational  levels  endorsed  govern- 
ment assistance  in  greater  proportions  than  did  those  who  had  attained 
more  schooling.  The  only  exception  was  that  the  percentage  endorsing 
"Help  needy  parents  so  youth  can  stay  in  school"  rose  with  the  educational 
level. 
Attitude  toY/ard  the  Future 

The  final  "attitude"  question  was  that  which  asked  each  youth  to 
choose  some  word  or  phrase  that  vjould  indicate  his  oT,vn  attitude  toward 
the  future,   r.'any  had  not  thouHit  sufficiently  about  the  future  and  v/ere 
unable  to  understand  the  implications  of  the  question,  and  so  only  152 
expressed  some  opinion.   Forty-three  percent,  or  less  than  half,  looked 
toward  the  future  with  optimism  and  enthusiasm,  if  one  may  accept  the 
responses  given,  while  the  remaining  57??  looked  ivith  indifference,  resigna- 
tion, doubt,  pessimism,  vorry,  or  a  similar  attitude  on  their  ability  to 
have  useful  and  satisfying  Ijves. 

J'jnong  the  occupational  groups  the  school  students  felt  the  greatest 
optimism  or  enthusiasm  while  the  part-time  and  the  unemployed  felt  the 
greatest  concern.   The  lov/er  educational  levels  seemed  considerably  less 
hopeful  and  much  more  resigned  or   indifferent  than  did  the  upper  educa- 
tional levels, 

A  complete  tabulation  of  resnonses  is  found  in  Table  167, 
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1I3LE   167— NUI:ERICAL  and  PERCSHTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  of  162  ME7ICAK  YOUTH* 
ACCORDING  TO  RESPONSES  TO  QUEoTIOK:  'm^.l   IS  YCUR  ATTITU")'!]; 
TOWARD  TI-IE  FUTDIE? 


Total 


Total 

■  Total 

Kumber 

% 

152 

100 

18 

11.84 

48 

31.57 

29 

19.07 

8 

5.26 

2 

1.31 

1 

.65 

22 

14.47 

2 

1.31 

3 

1.97 

9 

5.92 

10 

6.57 

Enthusiastic 
Optimistic 
Indifferent 
Resigned 

Embittered,  disgusted 
Discouraged 
tVorried 

Frightened  or  afraid 
Pessimistic 
Bewildered,  doubtful, 
confused,  lost 

Other 

*0f  the  Mexican  youth,  50  had  no  opinion  and  are  not  included  in  this 
Table. 

Summary  and  Interpretation 

The  findings  in  regard  to  the  responses  to  "attitude"  questions 
should  serve  two  purposes:  first,  as  an  index  to  the  attitudes  held  by 
the  youth  themselves;  and,  second,  as  an  index  to  the  extent  tf  aware- 
ness of  these  social  problems.  Answering  the  first  question  from  the 
material  at  hand: 

1)  There  is  a  general  feeling  that  v;ages  are  too  low,  rver  90/5 
expressing  such  an  opinion. 

2)  Almost  as  large  a  percentage,  82.5/'o,  expressed  themselves  as 
being  in  favor  of  a  child  labor  law,  the  majority  feeling  that 
this  law  should  be  all-inclusive. 

3)  72^  believed  there  was  sonething  the  community  could  do  to 
keep  young  perple  out  of  trouble  and  the  bulk  of  the  positive 
suggestions  offered  might  be  classified  under  the  general 
headings  of  provide  occupation  or  economic  improvement,  or 
recreation. 
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4)  Less  than  half  were  opposed  to  all  drinking,  but  an 
additional  one-fourth  felt  it  -^  ;.s  nnrmissible  only  for 
others, 

5)  Refusal  to  go  to  war  v/as  expressed  in  only  6%   of  the 
cases,  but  more  would  wait  for  the  draft  than  would 
volunteer. 

6)  Opposition  to  measures  that  v/ould  grant  equal  status 
to  racial  groups  was  exceedingly  low. 

7)  There  is  an  ovenYhelming  endorsement  of  some  govern- 
ment provision  for  youth  16  to  24» 

8)  Finally,  less  than  half  of  the  total  group,  or  43/?, 
looked  tovfard  the  future  v/ith  optimism  and  enthusiasm. 

The  extent  of  clarity  and  definiteness  with  v/hich  the  youth  were 
able  to  express  an  opinion  and  the  variations  in  opinions  held  by  the 
different  groups  give  some  indication  of  the  extent  of  social  avrare- 
ness  not  only  of  the  group  as  a  whole,  but  of  the  component  groups. 
Even  eliminating  the  considerable  number  whose  educational  limitations 
or  lack  of  understanding  were  such  that  they  could  not  grasp  the  mean- 
ing of  the  question  or  were  completely  indifferent  to  it,  there  remains 
a  considerable  proportion  who,  while  understanding  the  questions,  had 
formulated  no  opinion,  v/hich  seems  to  shovj-  that  nowhere  in  their  ex- 
perience have  they  been  stimulated  or  given  the  basic  information  upon 
which  to  consider  these  issues,  fundamental  as  many  of  them  are  to  their 
ovm   lives.   That  those  virho  had  attained  higher  educational  levels  in  many 
instances  could  not  express  an  opinion,  coupled  vath  the  fact  that  the 
group  in  school  likewise  held  fewer  opinions  on  some  of  these  matters, 
appears  to  show  that  their  school  experience  does  not  include  consider- 
ations of  these  problems. 
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Final  Summary 

In  this  section  we  have  attempted  to  give  a  clear  picture  of 
the  home  life  and  background,  the  educational  attainments  and  in- 
terests, the  economic  position  and  occupation,  the  recreational  habits 
and  interests,  and  the  social  attitudes  of  the  Mexican  youth  in  Dallas. 
There  were  repeated  evidences  throughout  our  investigation  period  and  upon 
the  Schedules  themselves  that  this  group  merited  special  attention  and 
special  plans  to  meet  their  needs,  not  only  because  of  the  extensive 
character  of  those  needs,  but  because  of  the  segregation  and  misunder- 
standing which  surround  them,  and  the  patterns  of  their  own  cultural 
heritage  which  must  be  observed.  Living  in  homes  unsafe  and  unsanitary 
and  having  a  median  schooling  of  only  the  sixth  grade,  this  group  is 
marked  by  v;ide-spread  unemployment,  long  periods  of  idleness,  and  a 
dearth  of  occupational  outlet.  Any  program  designed  to  meet  the  needs 
measured  here  must,  we  believe,  take  account  of  their  social  customs  and 
must  find  ways  to  alleviate  not  only  conditions  of  unemployment  but  the 
long  working  hours  which  limit  growth  and  advancement,  and  must  provide 
educational  training  which  will  give  not  only  vocational  skills  econom- 
ically valuable,  but  carry  with  it  on  the  proper  educational  level  in- 
struction that  v/ill  result  in  an  understanding  of  the  major  social 
problems  of  the  day.  Such  a  program  will  have  greater  chances  of 
success  if  proper  place  is  given  to  the  fundamental  and  oft  expressed 
interests  in  music  and  handicraft. 
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PART  THIRTEEN.   VJAGE  MD  ViORKING  HOURS  STUDY 


Introduction 


In  December  1936,  when  consideration  was  being  given  to  the  type 
of  information  to  be  gathered  by  the  Dallas  Youth  Study,  the  matter  of 
including  questions  on  wages  and  working  hours  received  much  thought  and 
discussion.   The  decision  was  eventually  made  not  to  include  these  ques- 
tions because  of  practical  and  mechanical  limitations  as  to  the  number 
of  questions  that  could  be  inclv ded  on  the  Schedule,  and  because  it  was 
felt  that  the  value  of  the  Study  might  be  endangered  by  over stressing 
the  questions  on  economic  problems  at  the  expense  of  other  phases  of  the 
Study. 

During  the  progress  of  the  Study  it  became  apparent  that  among  the 
youth  themselves  long  working  hours  and  lovj-  wages  were  considered  as  major 
problems  in  their  social  adjustment.   Our  intervievrers  ¥vere  continually 
faced  with  evidence  that  participation  in  recreational,  educational,  and 
religious  activities  of  all  kinds  was  materially  curtailed  by  these  factors. 
The  attitude  of  youth  toward  current  social  and  economic  problems  was  like- 
vdse  colored  by  these  economic  situations  often  resulting  in  discouragement, 
frustration,  and  bitterness.   It  vias  finally  decided  that  the  Study  would 
not  be  complete,  nor  could  recommendations  be  made  or  solutions  offered, 
without  some  attempt  to  obtain  accurate  information  about  wages  received 
and  hours  worked  by  the  youth  forming  the  subject  of  the  Study, 

During  the  last  two  months  of  the  field  work,  therefore,  the  inter- 
viewers were  provided  with  a  separate  questionnaire  on  which  to  record  this 
information.   In  addition  to  the  wage  and  working  hours,  we  recorded  the 
age  at  last  birthday,  sex  and  marital  status,  educational  background,  and 
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kind  of  work  engaged  in,   A  point  vis.s   made  of  the  fact  that  we  did  not 

ask  for  the  name  or  address  of  the  person  giving  the  information,  and 

we  feel  that  this  has  added  considerably  to  the  fraiakness  of  the  responses. 

Information  was  obtained  from  576  youth  between  the  ages  of  16  and  24, 
which  represent,  according  to  the  best  available  figures,  3,21^  of  the  tot- 
al employed  youth  of  the  city.   Although  a  larger  percentage  would  have 
been  desirable,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  we  have  secured  a  fair 
representation  of  youth  with  sufficiently  diverse  educational  and  em- 
ployment Ijaokgrounds. 

Assuming  that  the  Dallas  Youth  Study  as  recorded  on  4,608  Schedules 

depicts  a  fairly  accurate  cross-section  of  the  youth  of  the  city,  the 

following  comparisons  be'cween  the  background  of  the  employed  group,  as 

Shown  by  the  Dallas  Youth  Study,  and  that  of  the  employed  youth  included 

in  this  I'Yage  and  Hours  Study,  will  serve  to  shov/  the  extent  to  which  this 

smaller  group  may  be  considered  representative. 

TABLE  168— PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION,  by  RACES,  of  H-IPLOY'ilD  YOUTH  IHTER- 
VIE-v-ED  in  DALLAS  YOUTH  STUDY  and  in  VfAGE  MD   :iOURS  STUDY 


Study 


"^Vhite 


Dall  txs  Youth  Study 
Yfage  and  Hours  Study 


Negro  and  Mexi can 


84,04 
83.55 


15.95 
16.45 


TABLE  169— PERCENTAGE  DI>.TRIBUTIOn,    by  AGES,    of  EtiPLOYED  YOUTH  TOTER- 
Vl^VffiD  in  DALU'.S  YOUTH  STUDY  ajid  in  WAGE  and  HOUTIS  STUDY 


■  16  :   17 

18  :   19 

20  :   21  :   22  :  ■23-  •  '  24 ' 

Study 

Y'ears:  Years 

Years: Years 

Years : Years : Years : Years : Years 

Dallas  Youth 

Study 

2,7.0:  4.39 

8,72:13.18 

13,90:13,90:13,96:13,42:15.77 

Wage  and  Hours 

;■ 

Study 

1.75:  3.32 

8,58:12,08 

12.25:12,60:16.81:16.46:15.93 

'^bis^''. 


TABLE  170~PERCEWTAnE  DISTRIBUTION,    by  EDUCATIONAL  LEVEL  ATTAINED,    of 
EICLOYED   YOUTH   INTERVI;ir.."ED   in  DALLAS  YOUTH  STUDY  and   in 
V/AGE  Al\fD  HOURS   STUDY 


Dallas  Youth  Study 
Yif a ge   and  Hours   Study 


7th  grade          Stlf,    9th,    '      High  School   graduates 
_or_J._ess or  lOth and  college   group 


14.33 
15,53 


29,39 

28,44 


56.26 
56.02 


TABLE  171— PERCENTAGE  DIoTRIBUTION,    by  SEX  and  LIARITAL  STATUE,    of  EtilPLOYED 
YOUTH  INTERVIE^/rED  in  DALLAS  YOUTH  STUDY  and   in  VJAGE  and  HOURS 
STUDY 


11  ale 

Female 

Study 

Single 

Married 

Vadowed, 

Divorced, 

Separated 

Single 

Married 

YJidowed, 

Divorced, 

Separated 

Dallas  Youth 

Study 
Yfage  and  Hours 

Study 

44.55 
44.17 

13,18 
23.47 

.79 
.24 

30.46 
22.99 

7.64 
_6_.79__ 

3,37 
2.42 

TABLE  172— PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION,    by  OCCUTATION,    of  E?TPLOYED  YOUTH   INTER- 
VIEi-,-ED  in  DALLAS  YOUTH  STLTiY  and   in  "ivAGE  and  HOURS   STUDY 


: 
Study   :Prof. 

Ad- 
min. 

Sales 

Cler- 
ical 

Serv-: 

ice     Skilled 

Semi- 
skilled 

Un-      :Farm-:   No 
skilled:ers      Class, 

Dallas: 
Youth    :    5,48 
Study   : 

1.26 

17,00 

27,20 

22.79 

3.92 

15.56 

5.68   :      - 

.90 

Wage   &: 
Hours    :    2.59 
Study   : 

1,21 

12.65 

29.27 

20.80 

5.37 

24.09 

: 
3.63    :    .34 
: 

- 

A  consideration   of  the  foregoing  indicates  that   information  obtained 
from  this   smaller   group  has  the   same  degree   of  reliability  as  that   ob- 
tained  from  the   larger   group. 
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Section  1.  Method 

Viliile  the  information  obtained  from  each  of  the  576  youth  interviewed 
comprises  in  itself  an  interesting  combination  of  educational  attainment, 
wages,  hours,  and  occupation,  it  was  obviously  impossible  to  deal  with 
these  as  individual  cases.   Certain  groupings  were,  therefore,  established. 
V«"ages  were  reduced  to  a  basis  of  cents  per  hour,  and  grouped  by  5-cent 
units  up  to  99  cents.   Vfeges  of  'il.OO  per  hour  or  over  vrere  considered 
as  the  highest  unit. 

Although  the  number  of  16-  and  17-year-old  youth  was  exceedingly 
small,  they  were  considered  as  a  separate  group  since  it  was  felt  that 
the  factors  of  long  hours  might  be  more  detrimental  to  them  than  to  the 
older  age  groups.   Those  over  18  were  divided  into  two  groups:  18-  to 
20-years,  and  21-  to  24-years. 

The  educational  bac2:ground  is  considered  as  the  last  j,rade  success- 
fully completed  and  grouped  as  follows:  7th  grade  or  less;  8th,  9th,  or 
10th  grade;  high  school  graduates;  and  one  or  more  years  of  college. 

In  order  that  our  figures  and  conclusions  should  not  be  distorted 
by  part-time  and  occasional  employment,  we  arbitrarily  set  30  hours  as 
the  minimum  that  would  be  considered  full-time  employment.   This  defini- 
tion is  adhered  to  throughout.   The  working  hours  are  grouped  in  units 
of  ten  hours,  starting  at  30  and  going  through  99,   One  hundred  or  more 
hours  are  considered  as  one  unit. 

Section  2,   Rate  of  Pay  Received 

The  first  computation  was  to  deterr;iine  the  rate  of  pay  received 
by  these  576  youth.  A  wide  range  was  immediately  apparent,  with  7  youth 
receiving  less  than  $.04  per  hour,   and  5  receiving  vl,00  or  more.   Only 


,1 
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15/?  received  above   ^,,50  per  hour  and  of  these,    only  2%  received  more  than 

(,,80  per  hour.      Figures   given  below  show  the   rate   of  pay  for  the    remainder 

of  the   group: 

85,43^0  received  less  than  50^  per  hour 
74:. 91%  received  less  than  40^  per  hour 
57.36%  received  less  than  30/  per  hour 
29.12?5  received  less  than  20/  per  hour 
5,26^  received  less  than  10/  per  hour. 

The  effect  of  these  low  incomes  explains  in  great  measure  many  of 
the  problems  of  youth  today. 

By  determining  the  minimum,  median,  and  maximum  hourly  wage  for  the 

various  aj^e  groups,  it  was  felt  that  it  laight  be  possible  to  show  the 

extent  to  which  wages  tend  to  rise  v/ith  age.   Figures  are  presented  in 

Table  173  which  follows, 

TABLE  173— HINB'IUII,  MEDIM,  AND  IIAJCIf'OTI  HOURLY  Vii'AC-E  RECEIVED,  ACCORDING 
TO  AGE  GROUPS 


Cents  per  Hour 


Age 


Median        Tiaximum 


Total  Group  0.O4           *,27       Ol.OO  or  more 

16  and  17  years  .04            ,19          ;j.62 

18,  19  and  20  years  ,04            ,2653         .87 

21,  22,  23,  and  24  years  _^4  ^•2796^ iJUOO  or  3ore_ 


Viihile  the  maximum  received  rises  according  to  age,  the  minimum  does 
not,  and  the  median  shows  only  a  slight  increase  between  the  upper  age 
groups.   Higher  wages  are  apparently  not  to  be  expected  by  the  mere  pro- 
cess of  growing  old. 

It  was  felt  that  some  test  of  the  economic  value  of  a  certain  number 
of  years  of  formal  education  might  be  made  if  educational  backgro\xnd 
were  compared  with  a  m.inimur.i,  median,   and  maximum  wage  rate,   Tlie  Table 


•afwollol 


which  follows  shows  the  educntional  level  by  groups  and  these  three 
characteristics.   It  will  bo  seen  that  while  high  school  graduation  is 
not  a  guarantee  that  the  youth  will  not  be  exploited  by  v;ages  of  less 
than  }«05  an  hour,  increases  in  education  seem  to  be  very  definitely 
reflected  in  increases  in  wages. 


TABLE  174— MINIMTJT!,  KEDIAN,  A^ID  KAXIMUl^I  HOURLY  ViAGES  OF  576  YOUTTT,  BY 
EDUCATIOIIAL  BACKGROMD 


Educational  Level 


Total  group 

7th  grade  or  less 

Bth,  9th,  or  10th  grade 

High  School  graduate 

One  or  more  years  of  college 


Cents  per  Hour 


$.04 
.04 
.04 
.04 
.19 


Median 


Maximum 


|.,27  -Jl.OO  or  more 

.2040  0.76 

,2264  Sl.OO  or  more 

.2342  1,00  or  more 

,4171  1,00  or  more 


It  was  felt  that  special  groups  should  be  examined  to  see  iirliether 
low  wages  were  concentrated,  either  according  to  sex,  race,  or  combinations 
of  race  and  sex.   The  conclusions  drai^vn  from  these  studies  will  be  given 
later,  but,  first,  material  regarding  the  length  of  hours  worked  is  pre- 
sented for  the  total  group. 

Section  3.  Hours  Vforked  by  Entire  Group 


Vftiile  cards  were  accepted  only  from  those  gainfully  employed,  the 
same  wide  differences  existed  as  are  in  the  wage  rate  informc.tion.   In- 
stances were  found  where  youth  were  enploj^ed  less  than  9  hours  a  week 
and  other  instances  where  they  were  employed  more  than  100.   Consider- 
ing only  those  who  work  30  or  more  hours  as  having  full-time  jobs,  we 
discovered  a  median  work  week  of  50,31  hours.   The  followin,,  percentages 
show  the  concentration  in  the  long  work  week. 
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91.39/t  worked  40  hours  or  more  per  week 

63,68^  worked  45  hours  or  more  per  week 

50.91/b  worked  50  hours  or  more  per  week 

28.75,^  worked  60  hours  or  more  per  week 

14.10^  worked   70  hours  or  more  per  week 

5.49/0  worked  80  hours  or  more  per  week 

2,19,^  worked  90  hours  or  more  per  vireek 


TABLE  175~MEDIAK(  AND  IiA'iafllM  HOURS   FOR  GROUP  EtiPLOYED   30   OR  MORE 
HOURS   PER  V.^EK,   ACCORDING-  TO  AGS 


Age 


Nujiiber  of  Hours  'Torked  per  "Teek 
Iledian  Maximum 


Total  Group  50.31      100  or  more  hours  per  week 

16  and  17  years  46.00      100  or  more  hours  per  week 

18,  19  and  20  years  41.69      100  or  more  hours  per  week 

2 1 ,  22,  2 3 ,  and  2 4  years     50»62 100  or  more  hours  per  week 


Section  4.   Special  Groups 

Several  factors  were  checked  and  special  groups  studied  for  their 
influence  on  wages  and  hours.   For  the  total  male  group  of  388,  the 
median  was  :^.287  per  hour,  only  slightly  higher  than  that  for  the  total 
group,  while  the  median  for  the  total  group  of  181  females  was  slightly 
lower,  being  4^,223  per  hour. 

The  white  group  only,  h^   far  the  largest  group,  having  476  of  the 
total  number,  had  a  median  hourly  wage  of  v.288.   For  the  Negro  and 
Mexican  group,  which  contained  only  9c,    the  median  was  |;,163  per  hour, 
\ie   present  below  for  comparison  the  median  wage  per  hour  for  each  race 
and  sex  group: 


fi   6nB  segBW  no 
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Total  Group  .270 

¥ilhite  Males  .320 

¥Jhite  Females  .253 

Negro  and  i'iexican  Males  .174 

Negro  and  Mexican  Females  ,160 


TABLE  176— PERCENTAGE  DI^TRIBUTIOfJ,  BY  RACE   AND  SEX,  P.  :;C.:r/rrG  LESS 
THAN  SPECIFIED  HOURLY  WAGE 


%   Receiving  Negro  and  Mex-  Negro  and  iie 

Less  Than   Yfliite  Males  Vfl-iite  Females  ican  Males ican  FenaleE 

50^  an  hour  78.54  93.10        98.24         100.00 

40^  an  hour  64.95  83.44        96.49         94.44 

30/  an  hour  44,41  64.82        89.47         91.66 

20;;^  an  hour  15.70  33.10        63.15         77.77 

10/  an  hour      .90  11.03         5.26         19.44 


It  was  felt  that  educational  attainment  rai^ht  have  sorae  special  value 
for  one  of  the  race  or  sex  groups  vmich  it  did  not  have  for  others.   In 
connection  with  the  hourly  rate  of  pay  for  the  Negro  and  Mexican  youth 
v/ho  completed  high  school  or  better,  the  median  was  C»1'74,  vriiile  for  the 
group  who  did  not  complete  hi^^h  school,  the  median  was  0.158,  revealing 
that  for  this  group  high  school  graduation  raises  the  wage  level  only 
slightly.   On  the  other  hand,  for  the  v/hite  group  there  is  a  definite 
trend  upvirard.   The  median  for  those  not  graduating  from  high  school  was 
.  C-.2506,  while  for  those  graduating  from  high  school,  it  vfas  ,,.552,  in- 
dicating that  white  youth  evidently  find  more  opportunity  to  en;^age  in 
occupations  where  tlieir  fornal  education  has  economic  value  than  do  the 
Negro  and  Mexican  youth. 

In  order  to  study  this  question,  occupations  were  compared  with 
educational  backgroimd  and,  since  the  results  checked  with  those 
obtained  from  the  much  larger  group  studied  in  the  Dallas  Youth 
Study,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  do  more  than  report  the  conclusions 
reached,  namely,  that  this  is  obviously  a  fact,  for  the  great  major- 
ity of  Negro  youth,  irrespective  of  education,  are  concentrated 


in  the  domestic  service  occupations.   One  thing,  however,  was 
possible  in  the  Vifage  btudy  and  that  was  to  discover  the  minimum, 
median,  and  majcimum  wa;i,e  for  certain  occupations. 


TABLE  177— MINDMi,  MEDIAN,  MID  -lAXIhTJl'I  HOURLY  V/AGES  FOR  /iL  YOOTH 
Ei'IPLOYED  IN  C"::RTAIN  TYPES  OF  OCCUPATIONS 


Type  of  Occupation       Minimvnn Median llaximuin_ 

Domestic  and  personal  si!«04         §«16          v»44 
Semi-skilled  in  manufactur- 
ing and  kindred  industries  .04          ,25           tSl 

Office  work  .09          .37       ^?1.00  or  over 

Sales  ,10          ,23       sJsl.OO  or  over 


Section  5,  Fiarital  Status 


One  factor  that  has  not  been  commented  on  is  that  of  marital  status 
with  its  possible  effect  upon  rates  of  pay.   Only  the  white  male  group 
was  lar?e  enough  to  check  on  this  item,  and  when  factors  of  educational 
background  and  age  are  both  considered,  comparable  groups  show  that 
the  v\rhite  males  who  are  married  received  a  slightly  higher  wage  than 
the  white  single  males  of  the  same  a^_;e  and  education. 

Summary  and  Conclusions 

Vjhile  only  a  small  sample,  576  youth  in  all,  was  reached  to  obtain 

information  on  wage  and  hours,  vre  have  no  reason  to  belie^-e  that  this 

is  not  a  representative  sample, 

l)  The  range  in  wages  received  runs  from  less  than 
$,0i   per  hour  to  raoro  than  $1,00  per  hour,  but 
only  15/?  of  the  total  youth  received  more  than 
$.50  an  hour,  and  74.91/?  received  less  than  $.40 
per  hour,  the  median  wage  for  the  total  group 
being  $.27  per  hour. 
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2)  The  median  worl-inf.;  week  for  the  group  working 
full  time  (30  or  more  hours  per  week)  v/as 
50,31  hours,  with  91.39^  v^orking  more  than  40 
hours  and  50.91/^  working  50  hours  or  more, 

3)  The  attainment  of  a  level  of  edacaciou  of  high 
school  graduation  or  above  appears  to  have  a 
definite  economic  value  for  the  white  group, 

but  benefits  only  slightly  the  IJegro  and  Liexican. 

In  conclusion,  our  evidence  shows  that  the  great  :iiajority  of  youth 
receive  wages  below  what  is  considered  a  reasonable  v.-.inimum  and  many 
are  working  hours  which  so  limit  their  free  time  that  recreation  or 
further  education  appears  ii.ipossible;  and  thab  opportunities  for  other 
racial  groups  are  considerably  below  those  afforded  the  white  group. 
Finally  and  moot  important,  vre  believe  that  until  the  more  serious  of 
these  conditions  are  removed,  aJl  programs  for  those  who  fall  within 
the  low  wage  and  lon;^  hour  .-roups  will  remain  relatively  ineffective. 
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PART  FOITRTIIBW.  EV....LUATION  OF  GROUP  V/ORK  AGENCIES 
Introduction 

As  the  last  twenty-five  years  have  brought  to  at  least  some  portions 
of  the  population  an  almost  constant  increase  in  the  number  of  hours  when 
both  youth  and  adults  are  free  to  devote  time  to  pursuits  other  than  edu- 
cation or  the  process  ofmaking  a  living,  so  also  have  the  last  tventy-five 
years  seen  the  grovrth  of  more  and  more  efforts  to  fill  in  one  way  or 
another  those  free  hours.  The  schools  have  turned  their  attention  to  the 
development  of  extra-curricular  activities  in  the  form  of  school  clubs, 
dramatic  societies,  athletics,  etcj  comirercial  recreation  has  become  a 
billion-dollar-a-year  industry;  churches,  with  their  subsidiary  groups, 
have  sponsored  social  centers,  missions,  young  people's  societies  and 
recreational  programs.   Likewise  the  provision  of  public  recreation  has 
become  a  recognized  function  of  local  government;  and,  lastly,  there  has 
been  a  series  of  organized  movements,  some  reaching  national  and  inter- 
national scope,  which  turn  their  energies  to  the  provision  of  programs  or 
facilities  for  free  tim.e.   It  is  a  major  concern  of  this  Study  to  examine 
not  only  how  leisure  is  being  spent,  but  those  organizations  which  make 
provision  of  either  program  or  facilities  for  these  hours. 

Since  this  is  the  first  discussion  in  the  Study  of  the  nature  of  the 
agencies,  to  which  the  term  "group  work"  agencies  is  commonly  applied,  it 
would  be  well  to  note  briefly  some  of  the  major  elements  of  the  movement. 
The  beginnings  of  these  organizations  sprang  from,  a  variety  of  motivations 
and  backgrounds.   In  some  instances,  a  movement  v/hich  was  primarily 
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evangelical  discovered  that  evangelis'i  -rio-ht  be  best  promoted  through  a 

positive  and  continuous  program  of  recreation  which,  by  occupying  free 

hours,  and  providing  continuous  associations,  would  serve  as  a  preventive 

of  behavior  which  v;ould  not  meet  a  moral  standard.   In  other  instances, 

the  first  concention  was  one  of  a  program  v;hich  involved  the  attainment 

of  a  certain  araount  of  loiowledge  or  skill.   More  recently  it  was  seen 

that  in  the  process  of  acquiring  that  skill,  more  fundamental  educational 

or  moral  values  might  be  attained,  and  still  more  recently  the  attempt 

has  been  made  to  inaugurate  new  or  improved  programs  which  might  more 

Thus,  the  movements  have  become  more  and 

educational  until  the  follcn/ving  definition  has  evolved: 

Social  group  v/ork  is  an  educational  process  carried  on 
usually  in  voluntary  groups  during  leisure  time  with  the 
assistance  of  a  group  leader.   It  aims  at  the  develop- 
ment of  persons  through  the  inter-play  of  personalities 
in  group  situations,  and  at  the  creation  of  such  group 
situations  as  provide  for  integrated  co-operative  group 
action  for  common  ends.^ 

As  the  definition  has  evolved,  so  too  have  the  first  steps  been  made  in 

the  criticism  and  evaluation  of  functioning  groups  and  group  processes. 


1.  Young,  Charles  II.,  Director,  Report  of  the  Girl  Scout  Program  Study, 
pp.  17-18.  New  Ycrk,i\".Y.:  Girl  Scouts,  Inc.,  1.936;  Girl  Scouting  as 
an  Educs-tional  Movement,  p. 3.   ^'ersonnel  Division,  Girl  Scouts,  Inc. 

2.  Coyle,  Grace  L. ,  "Social  Group  V/ork"  -  Social  Work  Year  Book,  1957, 
Russell  H.  Kurtz,  2ditor,  p.  461.   Hew  York,  N.Y. :  Russell  Sage 
Foundation,  1937. 
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This  section  of  our  otudy  attempts  to  turn  the  inquiry  on  some 
of  the  agencies  which  fall  within  the  scope  of  this  definition  and 
operate  in  behalf  of  the  youth  of  Dallas, 

In  Dallas,  group  activities  under  the  guidance  of  adult  leaders 
are  sponsored  by  the  Boy  Scouts  of  America,  Girl  Scouts,  Camp   Fire 
Girls,  three  branches  of  the  Young  lien's  Christian  Association,  two 
branches  of  the  Young  '.Tomen's  Christian  Association,  the  Salvation 
Array,  Jewish  Social  Cjnter,  --est  Dallas  Social  Center,  five  Protestant 
church  missions,  and  one  Catholic  church  mission.   Not  all  exist  ex- 
clusively as  youth  organizations.   Insofar  as  possible,  however,  pro- 
grams for  the  age  group,  12-25,  have  been  segregated  and  discussed. 
Yiliere  it  has  been  impor.sible  to  separate  children  and  adults  from 
youth,  special  attention  is  called  to  the  fact. 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  Salvation  Army   and  the  church 
missions  do  not  function  primarily  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
viding leisure  time  pursuits.   Instead,  their  major  inter- 
ests frequently  lie  in  the  fields  of  evangelism,  social 
case  work,  and  medical  service.   Those  phases  of  the  pro- 
grams which  do  not  deal  with  group  activities  have  been 
omitted  from  the  discussion.   It  should  be  remembered  that 
these  programs  y/ere  not  originated  to  fit  the  "group  work" 
formula,  but  rather  grew  in  ansiiver  to  a  specific  need,  pur- 
pose or  ideal  and  that,  therefore,  evaluations  must  take 
account  of  their  original  purposes  and  ideals  as  well  as   . 
the  possibilities  v;hich  h^tve  been  shown  to  lie  in  the  group 
work  processes. 

There  are  three  different  ways  in  which  agencies  operate  to  offer 

services  to  jfouth  in  groups,  namely: 

1)  3y  providing  both  facilities  (i.e.,  meeting-places, 
equipment,  etc.)  and  program.s; 

2)  By  providing  facilities,  but  offering  no  formal 
program; 

3)  By  offering  a  prop;rani,  but  depending  upon  facil- 
ities of  other  institutions. 
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None  of  the  ai_,encies  studied  exactly  fits  into  any  one  of  these  cate- 
gories, but  all  represent  modifications.   Insofar  as  possible,  these 
classifications  are  utilized  in  the  following  discussion. 

Section  1 .   liethod 
Four  major  sources  serve  as  the  basis  for  this  report: 

1)  General  information  as  to  objectives,  programs,  adminis- 
tration, leadership,  finances,  membership,  and  problems 
was  obtained  by  means  of  questionnaires,  usually  ansvrered 
in  personal  interviev/s  with  the  directors  and  leaders  of 
each  organization. 

2)  Several  group  meetings  were  attended  and  evaluated  by 
interviewers  of  the  American  Youth  Commission  staff. 

3)  A  detailed  analysis  was  made  of  questionnaires  sent  to 
the  girls  of  Dallas  public  schools  in  1936  by  the  Dallas 
Community  Chest. 

4)  Pamphlets,  handbooks,  conference  reports,  and  evaluative 
studies  made  in  other  areas  were  examined. 

The  follov/ing  Sections  attempt  to  present  only  the  main  outlines 

of  these  agencies  before  summarizing  their  combined  contributions  to  and 

potentialities  in  the  solution  of  the  youth p roblems. 

Section  2.   Young  Men's  Christian  Association 
The  Young  iien's  Christian  Association  was  founded  in  London  in 
1844  to  "improve  the  spiritual  conditions  of  young  men  in  the  drapery 
and  other  trades."   To-' ay,  the  movement  states  its  purpose  as  a  four- 
fold program  of  "physicial,  mental,  social,  and  religious  development." 
To  these  nationally  stated  aims,  the  local  A.ssociation,  largest  of  the 
Dallas  group  v/ork  agencies,  added,  in  applying  for  its  nev;  State  Charter, 
"to  work  for  better  economic  and  social  relationships  for  all  men  and 
boys." 
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Organization 

The  organization  set-up  is  the  most  complex  of  any  Dallas  agency. 

There  are  four  Departments,  each  representing  a  phase  of  the  four-fold 

program  of  religious,  physical,  mental,  and  social  development,  which 

might  be  thought  of  as  running  the  full  length  of  the  organization.   Tvro 

of  these,  the  Education  and  Physical  Departments,  have  persons  in  charge, 

but  all  are  co-ordinated  under  a  city-v/ide  Program  Secretary, 

The  membership  is  then  divided  on  the  basis  of  the  chronological  age 
of  its  members  into  the:  Boy's  Division,  ages  10-17;  Young  Men's  Division, 
13-'24j  and  T'"en's  Division,  for  those  over  24.  The  picture  is  further  com- 
plicated by  the  existence  of  two  branches,  in  addition  to  the  Central 
Y.M.C.A,,  for  each  branch  contains,  on  a  somewhat  smaller  scale,  the  four 
Departments  with  the  three  horizontal  age  divisions.  The  entire  structure 
is  administered  by  a  General  Secretary,  responsible  to  a  governing  Board 
of  Directors. 

"While  local  autonomy  is  preserved,  there  exist  three  other  units 

which  serve  in  an  advisory  capacity.  These  are: 

1)  The   State  Associationj 

2)  The   I'Tational   Council   of  the   Y.K.C.A.    (composed   of  trro 
lay  members   and   1    secretary  for  each  district); 

3)  The  iirea  Council. 

The  National  Council  elects  a  Board  of  Directors  which  serves  as  a 
final  authority  in  all  cases  of  dispute,  and  employs  a  staff  for  informa- 
tion, guidance,  and  co-ordination  in  program-building.  The  Area  Council, 
v;-hich  is  still  in  the  formative  stages,  is  intended  to  psrform  some  of 
the  duties  vj-hich  are  carried  on  by  either  the  State  Association  or  the 
National  Council. 

Facilities 


In  facilities,  the  Y.I'.C.A.  has  achieved  an  enviable  position.  The 
Central  Branch  includes  administrative  offices,  three  game  rooms,  a  craft 
shop,  a  swimming  pool,  three  gymnasia,  class  rooms,  club  rooms,  a  grill, 
and  dormitory  facilities,  vfhile  both  branches  have  a  gymnasium,  a  swimming 
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pool,  and  club  room  facilities.   In  addition,  there  is  a  large  camp 
located  about  seventy  miles  from  Dallas  and  operated  as  a  residence 
camp  each  summer,  and  a  smaller  camp  for  weekly  outings. 
Personnel 

The  Y.'i  .C.A.  has  the  largest  staff  of  paid  vrorkers  of  any  local 
group  Trork  agency,  the  result  of  a  growing  conviction  that  the  task 
of  leadership  requires  trained,  full-time  personnel.   The  "Y"  has, 
nevertheless,  been  outstanding  for  its  success  in  securing  lay  partici- 
pation, and  reported  the  following  for  October,  1936; 

Board  I'^embers   Volunteer  Leaders 


Total 

Central  Y.M.C.A. 
Oak  Cliff  Branch 
Moorland  Branch 


49  204 

21  124 

16  58 

12  22 


In  addition,  571  persons  were  reported  as  serving  on  committees. 

iJhile  individuals  have  made  these  personal  contributions,  co- 
operation has  also  been  secured  from  several  organizations.   For  example, 
the  Kiwanis  Club  has  not  only  provided  a  cam.p  for  the  News-boys  Club, 
but  furnishes  transportation  and  some  voluntary  leadership  at  the  camp 
itself.   The  Junior  Chamber  of  Commerce  furnishes  transportation  to  and 
from  the  Baylor  Clinic  v/here  free  medical  attention  is  ren-^ered  this 
same  Club. 

The  "Y"  has  by  no  means  completely  solved  the  problem  of  leader- 
ship, and  further  comraent  will  be  made  in  connection  with  the  program. 
It  was,  however,  a  consideration  of  the  relative  successes  of  each  of 
the  agencies  with  various  uses  of  volunteers  and  professionals  that 
led  to  the  conclusions  at  the  end  of  this  section. 
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Finances 

Certain  of  the  services  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  are  conducted  on  a  cost 
basis,  and  are,  therefore,  self-sustaining.  These  are  (l)  the  Grill, 
(2)  the  Dormitory,  and  (3)  the  Y.M.C....  Schools  of  Lav;  and  Business. 
From  these  sources  an  income  of  ^A56,000  was  produced  in  1936.   The 
fees  for  certain  types  of  membership  are  likewise  set  on  the  basis  of 
cost: 

Health  Service  s'fSO.OO  per  year 

Business  Men  35.00 

Seniors  (over  24)  21.00 

Young  Men  (21-24)  IB. 00 

Young  Men  (18-20)  15.00 

Other  types  of  membership  produced  some  income,  but  not  sufficient  to 

meet  the  cost  of  such  memberships.   These  are: 

Comrades  (Boys,  16-17)  ■,'   9.00  per  year 

Pioneers  (Boys,  12-15)  5,00 

Friendly  Indians  (Boys, 10-11)  5.00 

Hi-Y  1.00 

From  these  memberships,  a  total  income  of  v44,000  ivas  produced  in  1936, 

Certain  other  types  of  membership,  such  as  the  Ke^vsboys'  Club,  the 
Gra-Y  Clubs,  and  the  iMeighborhood  Clubs,  produce  no  income,  and  certain^ 
services,  such  as  guidance,  placement,  and  provision  of  neoting  facilities 
for  religious  and  civic  organizations  are  rendered  free  of  charge.   To 
carry  on  these  services,  and  to  subsidize  the  non-sustaining  types  of  mem- 
bership, a  total  of  5?40,000  was  raised  in  1936  by  public  subscription. 


In  the  conduct  of  its  informal  educational  program,  the  Y.K.C.A. 
provides  services  to  the  individual,  to  the  group,  and  to  t he  larger  mass 
in  semi-public  affairs.   Since  certain  types  of  membership  permit  the 
individual  to  make  use  of  the  facilities  of  one  of  the  large  and  ^vell- 
equipped  buildings  almost  at  i:ill,  the  extent  of  such  use  can  be  measured 
only  quantitatively  and  its  effect  on  the  individual  can  scarcely  be  dis- 
covered.  Likewise,  certain  of  the  group  leaders  give  personal  counsel  to 
individuals  in  need  of  such  service.   The  more  formal  aspects  of  counsellinf 
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are  recorded  in  the  Education  Department,  but  the  service  given  by  group 
leaders  is  offered  as  a  friendly  service  and  often  does  not  shovi:  in  the 
records.   In  a  similar  way,  the  larger  mass  activities,  such  as  formal 
and  informal  entertainments,  athletic  contests,  open  house,  demonstration 
of  skills,  and  special  religious  and  educational  meetings,  are  not  measure- 
able  in t erms  of  their  effects. 

In  each  of  the  thi-ee  Divisions,  hovrever,  there  is  an  extensive  pro- 
gram of  group  vrork  and  the  records  and  programs  lend  themselves  to 
description,  and  the  clubs  are  observable. 

Boys'  Division.    In  each  of  the  three  branches,  there  is  a  Boys' 
V/ork  Secretary  responsible  for  the  c.ctivities  of  the  fee-paying  members 
of  this  Division  who  range  in  age  from  10  to  17,  The  Secretaries  like- 
wise supervise  the  activities  of  the  grade  school  or  Gra-Y  Clubs  v/ho  have 
limited  building  privileges,  and  the  high  school  or  Hi-Y  Clubs  which  meet 
in  the  Central  Y.l.i.C.A.   The  development  of  these  units  in  connection 
with  the  schools  is  a  part  of  the  total  picture  of  club  and  community 
organization  outside  the  regular  "Y"  membership  in  v/hich  many  of  the  local 
leaders  are  becoming  increasingly  interested, 

Tliese  groups,  which  are  designed  to  reach  the  outstanding  boys  of  the 
school,  by  this  very  process,  vrhich  includes  an  elective  membership,  tend 
to  e::clude  those  boys  ivhose  adjustment  to  school  is  the  poorest,  and  who 
are  most  in  need  of  grov'-p  association.   Activities  include  a  weekly  club 
meeting,  usually  a  discussion,  and  a  group  use  of  building  facilities, 
once  a  week,  under  supervision. 

Dues-paying  members  of  the  Boys'  Division h ave  the  privilege  of  more 
extensive  use  of  facilities  at  specific  hours  1■^d.th  members  of  their  same 
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age.   In  addition,  they  may  join  one  or  several  of  the  special  interest 
clubs  which  range  from  crafts  and  news-writing  to  photography  and  magic. 

Paralleling  this  program  is  that  operated  at  the  Central  Branch  for 
the  Dallas  Street  and  hevrshoys   Club,  a  non-fee-paying  group  of  some  880 
boys.   The  name  is  really  a  misnomer,  for  only  some  Z0%   of  the  boys  are 
actually  engaged  in  street  or  news  trades,  the  others  being  those  v/ho 
desire  Y,M.C.a.  privileges,  but  are  unable  to  pay  the  fees.  For  this 
total  group,  3  hours  per  week  are  provided  in  the  gymnasium,  3  hours  in 
the  natatorium,  and  2  hours  in  the  craft  shop.   Special  services  v/hich 
this  group  receives,  in  addition  to  the  Friday  night  camp  and  free  clinical 
service,  are  a  boy's  bank,  inv/hich  small  deposits  may  be  made,  and  a 
loan  s  ervice. 

In  connection  with  the  Newsboys  Club,  there  is  in  the  process  of 

development  a  scheme  of  neighborhood  clubs,  beginning  in  the  areas  of 

greatest  reed,  those  areas  h:..ving  the  highest  delinquency  rates,  A  study 

was  made  in  the  spring  of  1937  by  S.J,  Schreiner,  Program  Secretary,  on 

the  manner  in  which  this  should  be  developed. 

This  study  recommended  that  an  increasing  budget  be  set  aside  each 
year  for  this  work;  that  organization  be  begun  in  one  area  and  extended 
into  four  others  as  soon  as  practical;  and  that  group  leaders  be  paid 
rather  than  volunteer.   The  study  is  marked  for  its  excellent  analysis 
of  the  present  facilities  and  their  inadequacies  in  the  area  in  which  it 
is  proposed  that  work  begin,  and  the  excellent  discussion  on  the  values 
of  paid  leadership. 

The  plan  v/hich  seems  the  most  realistic  approach  that  has  been  made 

to  meeting  leisure  time  needs  of  youth  in  these  areas  has  three  v/eaknesses 

all  related  to  finance.  The  first  is  the  suggestion  that  ultimately  the 

residents  of  the  area  must  assume  responsibility  for  financing  the  program, 

whereas  it  is  to  be  doubted  if  this  can  ever  be  possible  when  one  con- 
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siders  the  generally  lov;  income  of  the  rosidents  of  the  area.   The  second 
wealoiess  is  that  although  paid  leaders  are  recommended,  the  suggested 
compensation  of  75/  per  meeting  is  probably  insufficient  to  attract  the 
type  of  leader  the  study  states  as  being  essential.  Third,  the  study 
admits  that  the  most  important  phase  of  the  program  in  terms  of  benefit 
TTOuld  be  craft  and  manual  training  activity,  but  suggests  that  until  more 
adequate  financing  is  available,  the  purchase  of  shop  material  be  de- 
layed. The  eventual  success  of  the  program  will  depend  on  v^rhether  ade- 
quate finance  can  be  provided. 

Young  Men's  Division.    The  change  in  the  interests  of  boys  and 
young  men  roughly  marked  by  the  eighteenth  y?ar  is  recognized  and  a 
different  program  arranged  for  this  group,  i.  recent  pamphlet  issued  to  the 
individuals  in  this  age  range  by  the  Central  Y.M.C.A.  suggests  an  analogy 
between  this  Division  and  the  athletic  or  country  club,  with  the  dis- 
tinction that  the  "Y"  program  is  based  on  a  definite  philosophy. 

Progrejn  features  of  gymnasium  usage,  sv/im:iing,  crafts,  games,  formal 
and  informal  groupings  for  both  men  and  vromen  v/ere  listed,  all  of  these 
services  being  offered  in  addition  to  the  regular  club  meetings  and  in- 
formal educational  classes.   These  informal  educational  discussions  con- 
sisted in  1936  of  a  series  on  Texas  Hictory  and  one  on  Marriage  Problems, 
An  increased  amount  of  mixed  parties  and  entertainmnnts  is  a  feature  of 
this  Division.   In  the  Oak  Cliff  Brsunch  these  activities  for  young  people 
of  both  sexes  have  been  even  more  developed  and  the  statistics  for  1936 
listed  52  women  as  members,  some  of  whom  vrere  enrolled  in  swimming  classes. 

Men's  Divisi_on.  ii  fairly  high  percentage  of  the  total  "Y"  member- 
ship consists  of  men  above  the  youth  age  range  and  v/hose  activities  are, 
therefore,  not  studied. 
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Athletic  Department »   This  Department,  in  ad'lition  to  supervising 
the  athletic  activities  vmicn  constitute  a  part  of  the  program  of  each 
Division  and  the  constituent  groups  of  that  Division,  offers  certain 
special  community  services. 

The  Central  Y.M.CA.  sponsors  the  Dallas  Church  Athletic  Association 

composed  of  teams  from  16  churches,  and  seasonal  interchurch  tournaments 

are  engaged  in  by  approximately  195  young  men  between  the  ages  of  16  and 

24.  The  keeping  of  records  and  coaching  of  teams  are  the  responsibility 

of  tlie  Athletic  Association  itself,  but  the  Y.ii.C.ii.  provides  facilities 

for  some  of  the  games.  The  Oak  Cliff  Branch  leases  a  soft-ball  park  and 

has  equipped  it  for  xiight  play.  Five  hundred  and  eighteen  young  men  are 

listed  as  members  of  the  Soft-ball  League  and  weekly  attendance  in  the 

summer  averages  450  members  and  500  visitors. 

In  addition,  the  amiual  Learn-to-3\=.'-im  periods,  inv;hich  all  men  and 
boys  resident  in  the  comrunity  are  invited  to  tal:e  their  initial  lessons 
in  ST.dmming  free  of  charge,  is  a  function  of  the  Athletic  Denartment  in 
each  Branch. 

Education  Department.   This  Depcrtmtint  of  the  Central  Y.M.C.a,  vrorks 

in  conjunction  Yri.th  each  of  the  Divisions  in  the  provision  of  informal 

education,  conducts  the  t'.fo  courses  open  to  the  public  m.entioned  above, 

has  a  counselling  and  placement  service,  and  carries  on  two  schools  as  a 

commimity  service. 

These  latter  schools  are  the  Law  School,  in  which  222  young  men  and 
women  were  enrolled  for  the  three-year  course  dur'^ng  the  winter  of  1936-37j 
and  the  Business  School,  offering  courses  varying  from  two  to  four  years, 
in  Accounting,  Advertising  and  L'erchandisl-g,  and  Business  Administration, 
to  the  204  young  men  and  women  who  enrolled  during  1936-37.   Ths  students 
in  both  schools  range  in  age  from  20  to  35  years,  and,  as  a  rule,  20/t  to 
25/^  of  the  students  droo  out  before  completion  of  a  year's  vrork. 
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3)  The  "Y"  has  not  yrt  developed  with  sufficient  broadness 
a  program  of  recreation  for  mixed  groups  of  young  men 
and  T7omen.  Even  here,  though,  the  first  steps  have  been 
made  and  at  least  some  leaders  in  the  "Y"  itself  expect 
that  the  ultimate  solution  to  this  problem  will  be 
tlirough  a  merger  of  the  Y.J'.C.A.'s  such  as  had  taken  place 
in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

4)  Lastly,  the  Y.M.C.A.  has  found  that  its  relationships  with 
individuals  and  institutions  which  have  ,^-iven  strength  have 
also  blocked  the  realization  of  certain  values  for  v/hich 
the  association  vms  striving.  For  example,  an  attempt  to 
develop  friendliness  between  Negro  and  white  high  school 
students  in  an  inter-club  HI-Y  council  was  blocked  by  school 
authorities  who  vetoed  the  idea  of  having  representatives 

of  both  racial  groups  on  the  same  council.  Attempts  to 
meet  the  recreational  problems  of  the  older  group  by  giving 
a  dance  in  the  Y.E.C,^.  gymnasium  were  blocked  by  certain 
members  of  a  Protestant  church.   The  resistance  of  its  own 
members  or  their  parents  has  limited  the  extent  to  which 
the  recreation  facilities  might  be  opened  to  the  Mexican 
group. 

Section  3,   Young  ifomen's  Christian  Association 

Closely  patterning  the  Y.M.C.A.  in  its  original  purposes  and  ideals 

is  the  Young  Ifomen's  Chriptian  Association.   It  was  essentially  the  same 

degree  of  local  autonomy,  and  similer  relationships  to  its  ovm  National 

Convention.   It  has,  however,  moved  more  rapidly  in  overcoming  the 

restrictions  of  a  narrow  Protestantism  andin  developing  a  vigorous 

social  philosophy  on  which  to  base  its  prograjn, 

*/ldle  there  is  similarity  between  its  Board  of  Directors  and 

committees  and  those  of  the  Y.I;'i.C»A.,  departmentalization  is  as  follows: 

1)  Personal  Service — giving  counsel,  guidance,  and  placement 
service  to  members  and  non-members j 

2)  Group  'ork — supervising  activities  of  the  Business  Girls 
Club  and  the  Girl  Reserve  units  in  each  High  Sch»ol; 

3)  Health  Education — supervising  gymnasium  and  s-ivimming 
activities. 


■353- 


The  Employment  and  Placement  Service  is  operated  in  connection  ^vith 

the  "Y"  Schools  for  young  men  between  16  and  25  years  of  age,  and  in  May 

1937,  294  cases  were  in  the  active  files.  Activities  for  a  typical  month 

were  reported  as : 

Employer's  Calls  24 

Applicants  Sent  32 

Men  Placed  Temporarily  9 

;.en  Placed  Permanently  11 

Interviev;-s  94 

The  usual  type  of  placement  is  for  watchmen,  office  boys,  clerical  workers 
or  secretaries. 

Informal  vocational  and  personal  guidance  is  given  by  the  throe  staff 
members  in  the  Department  to  boys  ranging  in  age  from  16  to  2  5.  Only  on 
rare  occasions  are  aptitude  tests  administered,  but  the  Secretaries  fre- 
quently coach  the  boys  individually  or  in  groups  on  how  to  apply  for 
positions. 
Summary 

There  are  many  activities  of  the  Y.li.C.A.  which  might  be  touched  upon, 
but  with  this  review  of  its  ma.lor  activities  for  youth,  it  seems  sufficient 
to  comment  simply  upon  the  superiorities  and  deficiencies  revealed  in  our 
Study.    The  Y.M.C.A:  - 

1)  Has  been  very  successful  in  d  eveloping  a  program  of 
activities  which,  v;hile  appealing  to  basic  interests 
in  games  and  physical  development,  have  been  adapted 
to  the  psychological  development  of  the  member,  and, 
hence,  are  most  likely  to  sustain  his  interest  from 
boyhood  to  adulthood. 

2)  Plas  demonstrated  that  it  is  possible  to  develop  a 
series  of  activities  in  which  there  is  v;ide-spread 
participation  v;ithout  the  necessity  of  achievement 
av/ards.  This  derivation  of  satisfactions  from  the 
activity  itself  is  in  line  with  progressive  educa- 
tion principles. 
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The  beginning  of  the  depression  found  the  Y.  f.C.A.,  alv/ays  dependent 
upon  public  subscriotion  to  carry  out  its  program,  badly  handicapped  by  a 
heavily  mortgaged  building.  Parts  of  the  building  were  closed,  and  the 
program,  though  only  slightly  curtailed,  could  not  be  expanded  to  meet 
the  groxifing  needs  of  the  community. 

The  budget  for  1936  reflects  this  condition,  for  while  it  is  larger 

than  normal  (j;l59,649.11),  the  appropriations  for  program  are  only  normal 

or  less  than  normal: 

Group  Viork  !>  7,451.57 

Health  Education  6,735.04 

Personal  Service  1,886.64 

Maria  Morgan  Branch  (llegro  ".•ork)    2,599.12 

Tj.18,672.37 

A  food  service,  residence  hall,  and  summer  camp  are  program  features 
which  are  relatively  self-sustaining,  and  had  a  combined  budget  for  1936 
of  $46,194,62,   The  remainder  v/as  used  in  administration,  building  mainte- 
nance,refinancing,  and  mortga'T-e  pajrments. 

The  Y.V'f.C.A,,  contrary  to  the  plan  of  the  Y.K.C,-^,,  makes  only  a  small 
charge  for  membership,  ■-l.OO  for  adult  members  and  SOizf  for  juniors  (those 
under  18),  and  then  makes  small  charges  for  each  use  of  the  pool  and  each 
class.   The  Y.W.C.A.  fees  are  likely  to  stimulate  membership,  but  not 
as  intensive  use  of  facilities. 

The  program  of  the  Y,  '.C.A,  can  best  be  presented  by  enumerating 
its  strong  and  weak  points: 

1)  The  residence  program  has  been  developed  as  a  real  service 
unit,  being  used  as  a  means  of assisting  new-comers  to  the 
city  to  m-ake  adjustmont. 

2)  The  Personal  Service  Department  has  been  highly  developed 
and  renders  exceptional  service  within  the  limitations  of 
budget  and  personnel.   In  connection  with  its  placement 
work,  it  has  attempted  to  c^ombat  the  sub-marginal  wages 
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usually  paid  domestics.   These  efforts,  while  undoubtedly 
of  value,  have  by  no  means  solved  the  problem.  The  means 
used,  an  attempt  to  convince  employers  of  the  fairness  of 
a  living  wage,  has  not  included  any  attempt  at  labor  or- 
ganization to  reinforce  its  objectives.  The  present  scale, 
ivhich  the  Association  sets  as  a  minimum,  is  *3.50  per  v/eek 
with  meals  or  ^^7.00  per  vreek  v/ithout. 

3)  The  Girl  Reserve  program  of  club  activities  for  high  school 
girls  has  the  usual  weaknesses  of  volunteer  leadership  and 
has  not  been  sufficiently  integrated  v/ith  building  activities 
to  insure  that  the  girl  who  joins  Tfill  continue  an  associa- 
tion with  the  Y.'.'.C.A.  in  post-high  school  days. 

4)  The  second  phase  of  Group  Ivork  activities,  a  club  and  in- 
formal educational  program  for  business  girls,  has  been 
strengthened  by  the  provision  of  an  increasing  amount  of 
social  affairs,  partially  in  co-operation  mth  the  Y.M.C.A. 

5)  Group  work  among  industrial  Y/orkers  has  long  been  an  object- 
ive, but  has  not  been  carried  on  recently  because  of  budget 
limitations.  An  expansion  in  this  direction  is  proposed  for 
1937-58. 

6)  Recreation  for  mothers  with  small  children,  a  serious  need  in 
Dallas,  is  being  partially  met  by  the  Y.VJ.C.A.  through  its 
policy  of  allowing  mothers  to  bring  children  from  3  to  10 
years  of  age  to  health  education  classes.   It  is  to  be  doubted 
if  this  problem  can  ever  be  ansv/ered  until  a  city-wide  pro- 
gram of  nursery  school  and  infant  care  is  developed. 

7)  V/ork  among  Negroes  is  severely  handicapped  by  limitations  of 
building  and  staff  and  by  the  ever-present  social  dis- 
tinctions of  the  community  which  make  extremely  difficult 
the  rendering  of  service  to  all  groups  on  a  democratic  basis. 
There  is,  likevirise,  some  resentment  by  the  Negroes  that  they 
are  not  granted  a  larger  voice  in  the  determination  of  policy, 

8)  Lastly,  the  Y.TiT.C.A.  has,  perhaps  through  the  stimulation  of 
its  National  Convention,  achieved  more  than  any  other  agency, 
a  clear  recognition  of  needs  of  older  girls  and  is  striving 
to  meet  them. 

In  conclusion,  some  ment J on  of  the  possibility  of  a  merger  between 

the  Y.M.C.A.  and  the  Y.F.C.A.  should  perhaps  be  made.   The  admittance  of 

young  women  to  membership  in  the  Oak  Cliff  Y.IvI.C.i..  should  be  encouraged 

by  both  organizations,  and  closely  observed  as  an  experiment.  Also,  it  is 
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possible  that  wider  community  service  could  be  given  if  the  contemplated 
new  building  for  the  .'^aria  Morgan  Branch  of  the  Y.»/.C.A.  is  constructed 
in  some  other  section  of  the  city,  and  both  it  and  the  T'ooriand   Branch 
of  the  Y.i'i.C.A,  be  jointly  operated  for  both  sexes. 

Section  4.   The  Boy  Scouts  of  America 
The  Boy  Scouts  must  be  added  to  the  list  of  org.mized  movements 
inspired  or  originating  in  England.   To  accomplish  its  objectives  of 
"character-building  and  citizenship  training",  it  depends  very  largely 
upon  volunteer  leadership,  and  Scout  Troops  are  organized  only  on  the 
petition  of  some  comiunity  institution,  such  as  a  church  or  school,  which 
promises  meeting  facilities  and  general  responsibility.   It  is  thus  de- 
pendent upon  wide-spread  community  relationships  for  its  development. 
During  the  past  few  years,  the  movement  has  been  subjected  to  criticism 
both  from  within  and  without  on  a  number  of  points : 

1)  The  necessity  of  a  sponsoring  agency  and  volunteer  leader- 
ship, both  of  Yirhich  are  limited  in  such  areas,  tends  to 

prevent  the  organization  from  reaching  areas  of  social  dis- 
organization where  group  work  is  most  needed. 

2)  The  use  of  badges  and  insignia  as  awards  centers  attention 
on  the  accumulation  of  these  symbols  rather  than  on  de- 
veloping skills  for  their  inherent  values  and  utility. 

3)  The  cost  of  the  uniform  and  equipm.ent  which,  although  not  re- 
quired, are  "expected"  of  all  members,  prohibits  the  member- 
ship of  boys  from  low  economic  levels. 

4)  The  rank  requirements  laid  dovm  in  the  Handbook  emphasize 
activities  and  situations  which  do  not  relate  to  the  actual 
experiences  of  the  youth,  particulairly  the  urban  youth. 

5)  The  movement  is  militaristic. 
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Some  of  these  criticisms  have  been  answered  by  a  denial  of  their 
validity,  and  others  have  brought  a  chonge  in  emphasis  in  the  program. 
For  example,  the  uniform  is  proclaimed  not  as  an  expense,  but  actually 
as  an  economy  due  to  its  durability,  and  also  that  the  uniform  makes  for 
democracy  in  the  organization,   Emphasis  in  the  most  flexible  part  of 
the  program,  the  merit  badge  attainment,  has  been  shifted  to  the  vocation- 
al and  guidance  utility  of  such  activity. 

No  drastic  changes,  other  than  the  attempt  to  modify  the  program  to 
meet  the  interests  of  younger  boys  (9-12  "Cub"  program.)  and  older  boys 
(Sea-Scouting  and  Senior  Scouting),  have  been  made,  hov/ever,  since  the 
original  plan  was  developed  in  IPIO. 

In  Dallas,  the  membership  rolls  shov/ed  1,472  active  Scouts  within 
the  city  limits  on  November  1,  1936,  organized  into  67  Troops,   Five  of 
these  Troops  were  Negro  and  contained  a  total  of  32  members, 

Financial  support  for  the  local  executive  office,  which  gives  advice, 
direction,  keeps  records,  and  supervises  activities  carried  on  the  year- 
round  at  the  337-acre  Camp  Wisdom,  is  gained  by  an  annual  campaign. 

Section  5.  Girl  Scouts,  Inc. 
As  the  namie  implies,  the  Girl  Scouts  have  a  similar  prograjii  to  that 
of  the  Boy  Scouts,   The  same  criticisms  have  been  made,  and  the  Girl 
Scouts  responded  by  initiating  a  study  of  the  whole  movement,-'-  The  Study 
recommended  greater  flexibility,  the  development  of  rroup  or  patrol 
activities  and  projects,  and,  at  least  experimentally,  abandoning  of  ranks 
and  awards.  At  the  present  time  the  movement  is  testing  some  of  these 
recommendations  and  attempting  to  give  them  the  required  emphasis  in  local 
councils. 


1,   Young,  Charles  H,,  Director,  The  Girl  Scout  Program  Study;  New  York, 
K.Y. :  Girl  Scouts,  Inc.,  1936, 
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On  November  1,  1936,  the  Girl  Scouts  in  Dallas  listed  a  total  mem- 
bership of  764  girls  under  the  direction  of  two  full-time  and  one  part- 
time  paid  leaders  and  sixty  volunteers.   Further  voluntary  service  is 
given  by  114  members  of  the  Troop  committees,  in  addition  to  the  twenty 
Board  members,   ko  Negroes  are  listed  among  the  members. 

A  six  weeks  training  school  for  prospective  Girl  Scout  leaders, 
and  interviews  with  the  local  Scout  Executive  threvr  furth-r  light  on  the 
problem  of  leadership.  Some  of  those  volunteering  found  difficulty  in 
participating  in  the  more  active  phases  of  the  program,  such  as  folk- 
dancing.  The  Scout  Executive  stated  that  good  leaders  need  to  gi^^e  full 
time  to  Girl  scouting.   In  contrast,  the  Study  mentioned  pointed  out  that 
volunteers  were  usually  interested  in  :.iore  than  one  organization,  and  that 
this  was  an  asset. 

The  policy  of  making  groups  self-determining  is  carried  out  by 
having  a  comr.iittee  of  each  Troop  work  out  with  the  leader  two  or  three 
projects  on  which  to  concentrate.   Most  of  the  activities  are  centered 
in  the  meeting  places  provided  by  schools,  but  there  is  a  50-acre  camp 
near  the  edge  of  the  city  to  which  groups  may  go  for  week-ends  or  for  a 
two-week  camping  period  in  the  summer. 

The  yearly  budget,  spent  almost  entirely  for  salaries,  was  -S, 400, 00 
in  1936,  and  was  provided  through  the  annual  campaign  of  the  Community 
Chest. 

Section  6.  Camp  Fire  Girls 

Differences  between  the  Girl  Scouts  and  the  Camp  Fire  movement  are 
more  those  of  terminology,  emphasis,  and  the  individuality  of  groups  than 
of  essential  purposes  or  basic  plan  of  operation.  The  groups  are  under 
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voluntary  leaders  and  depend  for  neeting  facilities  on  the  homes  of  mem- 
bers or  sponsors,   "Honors"  and  "crrfts"  take  the  place  of  "requirements'" 
and  "ranks."  There  is  a  larger  emphasis  on  the  future  functions  of  its 
members  as  homenakers,  and  ritual  plays  a  more  elaborate  role. 

On  a  budget  of  $5,200.00,  provided  through  the  Comi"-unity  Chest,  an 
executive  office  with  four  paid  workers  is  maintained.  Under  their  super- 
vision are  47  groups  containing  629  members. 

The  best  functioning  group  observed  by  members  of  the  American  Youth 
Commission  staff  was  one  in  which  an  adaptation  to  the  interests  of  girls 
from  a  low  economic  level  had  been  made  of  the  Camp  Fire  program.   The 
group  observation  illustrated  two  conclusions  arrived  at  after  full  con- 
sideration of  the  programs  of  all  groups t 

1)  That  the  programs  of  the  Girl  Scout,  Girl  Reserve,  and 
Camp  Fire  movements  are  suited  for  girls  of  low  economic 
status  only  after  skillful  adaptation, 

2)  That  the  success  of  attei^pts  at  adaptations  depends  upon 
(a)  the  latitude  and  inspiration  given  the  leader  and  (b) 
the  insight,  imagination,  and  ability  of  the  leader. 

Section  7.   Commun^.ty  Chest  Study 
In  connection  mth  these  three  organizations,  som.e  very  pertinent 
facts  are  revealed  tlirough  the  results  of  a  questionnaire  devised  in  the 
spring  of  1936  by  the  Research  Bureau  of  the  Dallas  Community  Chest  to 
seek  from,  white  school  girls  within  the  membership  range  information  re- 
garding their  memberships,  both  present  and  former,  or  their  desire  to 
belong.   Included  also  were  questions  through  v/hich  it  was  hoped  that  both 
strong  points  in  ach  of  the  organizations  and  points  v/hich  needed  to  be 
strengthened  could  be  disclosed.   The  School  Board  expressed  its  willing- 
ness to  have  the  questionnaire  distributed  through  the  schools  provided 
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that  its  ruling  that  no  child  be  rsquired  to  complete  any  schedule  other 
than  an  official  one  be  adhered  to,   V/ith  this  ruling  in  mind  and  the 
necessity  of  securing  the  co-operation  of  individual  teachers,  it  is 
pleasing  to  note  that  returns  xvere  secured  from  61%   of  the  total  number 
of  Y.rhite  girls  between  the  ages  of  10  and  17  enrolled  in  the  public  schools 
and  237  other  responses  were  secured  iVom  girls  either  above  or  below  this 
age  range.  The  limitations  mentioned  above  were  not  sufficient,  it  was 
felt,  to  endanger  the  acceptance  of  answers  as  a  valid  random  sample. 
yfliile  certain  tabulations  had  already  been  made  and  at  least  one 
of  the  group  vrork  agencies  had  made  separate  computations  of  the  results 
relating  to  its  ovm  work,  it  v:as  felt  th^it  a  more  intensive  process  of 
tabulation  would  materially  strengthen  that  section  of  the  Dallas  Study 
of  the  /jnerican  Youth  Commission  devoted  to  group  work  agencies  and  in 
this  way  the  values  of  these  quertionnairos  might  be  brought  to  the 
attention  of  groups  outside  of  Dallas,   Through  the  courtesy  of  the 
Community  Chest,  all  of  the  original  questionnaires  were  made  available 
for  hand  tabulation  process,   VJhile  questionnaires  were  secured  from 
schools  in  University  Park  and  Highland  Park,  these,  in  keeping  v.ath  the 
policy  of  the  Dallas  Youth  Study,  were  excluded  from  the  tabulations,  which 
accounts  in  large  measure  for  certain  differences  v/hich  appear  between  the 
tabulations  formerly  prepared  and  those  prepared  by  the  Dallas  Study,   The 
material  was  in  no  way  considered  as  a  source  for  contrasting  the  relative 
merits  of  one  of  the  three  organizations  against  another.   In  certain 
portions,  however,  where  adifference  in  organization  seemed  to  affect 
responses,  these  differences  have  been  noted  cither  because  such  differ- 
ences might  point  to  more  effective  organization  or  because  the  knowledge 
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of  them  wac  necessary  in  the  un-'.err^tanc'i-ie;  of  the  naterial.   At  t^' is 

point  it  seens  necessary  tc  note  tire  factors. 

First,  one  of  the  organizations  abandoned  in  1934  its  organizations 
in  grade  schools  and,  hence,  responses  for  this  group  are  limited  to  the 
upper  age  bracket.  The  oth^r  tv;o  groups  have  not  organized  as  extensive- 
ly in  the  high  schools  as  in  the  grade  schools  Trhich  in  some  cases  limited 
the  opportunity  for  participation  on  the  part  of  the  older  group. 

Second,  it  should  be  remembered  that  each  of  the  responses  con- 
sidered involves  tho  experience  of  an  individual  v;ith  particular  rroups 
of  an  organization  and  these  groups  r.ay  or  may  not  have  been  representa- 
tive. Kevertheless,  v/hen  considered  as  a  whole,  the  total  replies  from 
any  organization  should  give  valuable  informcition. 

I'ethod 

The  first  task  v;as  that  of  eliminating  those  reolies  which  were  either 
so  indefinite  that  they  could  not  be  consiJered  or  which  were  duplications 
of  other  replies.   In  this  way,  we  finally  arrived  at  a  total  of  8,714 
acceptable  replies.  The  second  process  vts.s   one  of  hand  tabulation  of  all 
significant  items,  including  present  membershin,  former  membership,  length 
of  membership,  desire  to  join  or  renev/  membership,  reasons  for  dropping 
old  m.embership,  and  I'ays  in  vrhich  group  progrsims  might  be  improved.   Ob- 
viously, even  v/ith  the  greatest  care  slirht  errors  are  almost  inevitable 
in  a  hand  tabulation  process  involving  so  mssiy   replies.  Every  possible 
effort  was  exercised,  however,  to  keep  such e rrors  at  a  minimum.  The  in- 
formation presented  here  is  the  best  that  could  be  obtained  under  such 
circumstances. 

Present  x.lembership  Status 

Girls  were  first  classified  by  age  on  the  basis  of  whether  they  were, 
at  the  time  of  replying  (Spring  1936),  members  of  one  or  more  organiza- 
tions; second,  not  at  present  members,  but  former  members  of  organizationsj 
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and  third,  never  had  been  meinbers  of  any  one  of  the  three  organizations. 
Table  178  presents  the  percentage  distribution  of  all  replies  according 
to  the  present  membership  status. 


TABLE  178— PERCENTAGE  DISTRIEUTION,  by  AGES,  of  PRESEIJT  liElffiEnSKIP  STATUS 
AS  GIVEN  on  ALL  (3,714)  ACCEPTi\BLE  REPLIES 


Status 

Age* 

All       1            1 

i 

Over 

Ages 

10        11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

18 

Total  Replies 

100?^ 

100^ 

100^ 

100^ 

lOO/o 

lOOf. 

100^ 

1005? 

100?i 

100^ 

1005? 

Present  I.enbers 

11.51 

14.5 

16.8 

17.4 

14.5 

7.4 

8.0 

9.3 

6.8 

6.8 

7.9 

Former  Ilembers 

19.11 

2.S 

3.3 

16.0 

21.9 

23.5 

24.7 

22.6 

27.3 

m.B 

21.0 

Have  Never 

Been  Members 

69.37 

82. 7 '74.9 

66,6 

63.6 

69.1 

67.3 

68.1 

65.9 

74.4 

71.0 

*14  who  did  not 

state 

their 

ages 

;,   an 

1  4  wl 

10  wei 

'6   9  are  ndt   inclu.ded. 

Since  in  some  cases  girls  held  more  than  one  present  membership  and 
often  more  than  one  former  membership,  it  was  necessary  to  introduce  this 
element.   Table  179  shows  the  active  membership  by  ages  and  organizations 
of  the  1,005  girls  who  claimed  an  active  membership  at  the  present  time. 
Likewise,  many  girls  who  were  present  members  of  one  organization  had  for- 
merly been  members  of  another  or  of  tviro  others.   In  all,  the  total  of 
2,669  present  and  former  members  had  a  total  of  2,820  memberships,  present 
and  former.   The  numerical  di."tribution  of  1,805  former  memberships  by 
organizations  is  given  in  Table  180.   It  should  be  remembered  that  the 
ages  represented  are  those  given  at  the  time  of  replying  and  not  the  age 
at  which  the  membership  v/as  held* 


10.8    U', 


vs  ovi^o£' 
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TABLE  179— iraiERICAL  DI3TEIBUTI0!.!  OF  PRESET  ^ISHBT^oIIIPr;,    BY  .XE^  AND 
ORGAN IZATIOiJy   OF  T"iE  1,003   GIRLK   REPLYING  AS  ACTIVi;   IK 
ORGAN I 2 AXIOM 


Organization 

Age 

All 
Ages 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

Over 
18 

Total  ■ 
Memberships 

1 "" 

1,017 

113 

154 

193 

168 

107 

111 

105 

47 

13 

3 

Cainp  Fire  Girls* 

358 

46 

59 

98 

71 

32 

27 

16 

6 

2 

- 

Girl  Scouts** 

407 

65 

92 

84 

74 

44 

23 

ID 

4 

- 

Girl  Reserves 

252 

2 

,3 

11 

23 

31 

61 

70 

37 

11 

3 

*  1  member  of  the   Camp  "Fire   Girls  was   9  years   old, 

**2  members   of  the  Girl   Scouts   did  not  give  their  ages, 


lBLE  180 NMERICAL  DIoTRIBUTIOII  OF  1,803  FORIdER  MMBERSHIPS  HELD  BY 

ALL  GIRLS   REPLY  DIG   BY  :^RE3ENT  AGE  MD   BY  ORGANIZATION   IN 
iTrllCH  ?ffiJ?BERSIiIP  VjAb   HELD 


Organization 

Age* 

All 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

1  16 

17 



208 

_18 
41 

Over 
18 

Total 

1,803 

22 

31 

190 

267 

346 

360 

277 

8 

Camp  Fire  Girls 

538 

6 

28 

73 

98 

103 

98 

71 

49 

10 

1 

Girl  Scouts 

661 

5 

28 

79 

99 

125 

132 

99 

79 

11 

4 

Girl  Reserves 

200 

- 

1 

- 

" 

- 

47 

52 

39 

16 

3 

Unspecified 

404 

11 

l3.^- 

28 

59 

37 

83 

55 

41 

4 

_ 

1   Camp  Fire  Girl   and  2  members   of  unspecified  organizations  did  not 
state  their   ages   and   are  not   included. 


The  next  factor  that  Vvi-as  considered  viras  whether  the  girls  desired  to 
renew  these  memberships.  The  percentage  distribution  of  these  replies  is 
given  in   Table   181, 


rABLE  181— PERCENTAGE  DISTRIDUTIOII,    BY  Ai:'-ES,    OF  1,803  FORi'IER  "IKMBERSHIPS 

mric^i  v/ouLD  or  .jOuld  mot  be  renei'."ed 


Aco 

Ail 
Ases 

10 

11 

12 

15 

14 

15 

. 

17 

18;  over  18; 
no  response 

Total 

100^ 

100^ 

100?i 

loo;^ 

loo:^ 

100?i 

100^ 

100?^ 

1005? 

lOOfo 

Total  Memberships 
Vj-hich  Would  be 
Renewed 

43.42 

81.8 

64.2 

58.9 

55.1 

47.7 

36.7 

27.1 

28.9 

42.3 

Total  Memberships 
V/hich  Would  Wot 
Be  Renewed 

47.53 

18.2 

29.6 

32.1 

38.2 

47.7 

54.2 

59.6 

57.2 

42.3 

No  Response 

9.04 

_ 

6.2 

9.0 

6.7 

4.6 

9.1 

13.3 

13.9 

15.4 

The  preceding  Table  illustrates  the  very  evident  decline  in  interest 
in  such  organizations  ivith  ad-rances  in  age.   Table  182  shows  by  organiza- 
tion the  number  and  percentage  which  would  be  renewed. 


TABLE  182 NUIffiRICAL  AND  PERCENTAGE  DISTRIBUTION  OF  1,803  FOR'IER  IM.IBER- 

SIIIPS  BY  ORGANIZATION  IN  VKICH  ME^^BERSniP  WOULD  BE  PJSNEVi'ED 


Total  Former 
Memberships 

Number  V/hich  Would 
Be  Renewed 

%  Which  V^ould 
Be  Renewed 

All  Organizations 

1,803 

793 

43,98 

Camp  Fire  Girls 
Girl  Scouts 
Girl  Reserves 
Unspecified 

558 
661 
200 
404 

240 
287 

81 
185 

44.60 
43.41 
40.50 
45.79 

Vflien  the  factors  operating  in  the  case  of  each  organization  are  con- 
sidered, it  is  obvious  that  no  significant  differences  appear  and  that  a 
relatively  high  percent  of  all  former  members  say  that  they  v/ould  renew 
their  memberships.  All  the  figures  presented  now  or  later  relating  to 
renewing,  to  joining,  or  to  not  doing  so  represent  subjective  decisions. 
It  should  be  realized  that  the  "desirable  answer"  factor  was  probably 
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operating  in  many  cases  and  that  the  number  '^vho  say  they  would  rejoin  ex- 
ceeds the  number  who  vrauld  actually  do  so.   Others  who  favor  rejoining 
were  thinking  of  a  particular  group  in  a  particular  organization  or  one 
ideally  composed,  and,  hence,  might  not  join  the  sort  of  group  which 
exists  under  practical  conditions. 
Length  of  liembership 

Girls  were  also  asked  to  record  the  length  of  their  present  and  former 
memberships.   Information  was  given  on  900  of  present  active  memberships 
and  1,666  of  former  memberships.   The  length  of  these  me.nberships  varied 
from  that  of  the  girl  wiao  had  been  a  member  of  one  organization  for  one 
week  and  of  another  for  two  weeks  to  that  of  the  girl  who  had  been  active 
in  one  group  for  almost  seven  ^ears,  llaxiy   girls,  of  course,  come  into  an 
organization  without  knowing  much  about  it  or  its  program,  and  then  drop 
out.   Tables  183  and  184  present  the  length  of  memberships  in  years  both 
nuiiierically  and  by  percentage.   It  is  to  be  expected,  of  course,  that 
with  the  Girl  Preserves  reaching  a  somev/hat  older  group,  the  length  of 
membership  therein  would  not  oe  as  long  as  that  in  the  other  organizations. 
Likewise,  that  group  is  weighted  by  the  fact  that  a  number  of  ;;,irls  joined 
just  before  the  Girl  Reserves  abandoned  their  v/ork  in  the  grade  schools. 
TABLE  183 LENGT-.  OF  IIE  BERL'TP  AS  INDICATED  BY  900  ACTIT-J  Iffi:  BEES  IN 

GROUP  v:opj:  organizations 


Organization 

N'jmber  of  Years  in  Organization 

Tbtal" 

1st  Yeafi 

2nd  Year 

3rd  Year 

4th  Year  o;  Above 

No.  T 

NO.--- 

No.-'"  ~~ 

% 

No.i  % 

No.- 

•  cj 

Total 

900  100 

523 

58.1 

184 

20.4 

91  10.1 

102 

11.3 

Camp  Fire  Girls 
Girl  Scouts 
Girl  Reserves 

328  100 

342  100 
2301100 

158 
204 

161 

48.2 
59.6 
70.0 

80 
62 
42 

24.4 
18.1 
19.5 

1 
47  [l4.3 
35  9.6 
11  1  4.8 

43 
45 
16 

13.1 

12.6 

6.9 

no!*- 


TABLE  184— LENGTH  OF  iEMBERS^'^IP  A3  INDICATED  BY  1,666  FOff '"Ix  ^milBERS 
IN  GROUP  WORK  ORGAFIZATION 


Organization 

NuiTiber  of  Years  in  Organization 

Total 

1  Year 

^Years 

5  Years_| 

4  Yrs. 

&  Above 

Wo.  1  T" 

No. 

i 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

"   No. 

Total 

1,666 

100 

1,017 

61.0 

412 

24.7 

159 

9,5 

78 

4,7 

Camp  Fire  Girls 
Girl  Scouts 
Girl  Reserves 
Unspecified 

455 
623 
240 

348 

100 
100 
100 
100 

276 
343 
165 
233 

60.7 
55.1 
68.8 
67.0 

117 

157 

55 

83 

25.7 
25.2 
22.9 
23.9 

45 
80 
11 
23 

9,9 

12.8 

4.6 

17 

43 

9 

9 

3.7 
6.9 
3.7 
2,6 

Turning  to  the  group  who  have  never  been  members,  we  tabulated  t.he 
number  who  would  like  to  join  and  those  who  would  not.   Again  a  high  per- 
centage is  recorded,  41,3/J  stating  positively  that  they  would  like  to  join, 
while  only  Zl%   stated  positively  that  they  would  not,  27.7/?  making  no 
reply.  Yfhile  a  significant  number  of  every  age  group  expressed  the  desire 
to  join  one  or  more  of  these  or-_,anizations,  a  study  of  the  percentage 
expressing  this  desire  in  each  year  v/ould,  it  was  believed,  give  a  clue 
to  the  ages  at  which  such  organizations  had  the  greatest  appeal.   It  will 
be  noted  that  the  percentage  dropped  steadily  froia  the  peak  of  Q9,l%   at 
the  age  of  10  to  only  7.4;b  at  the  age  of  18  and  over.   The  connection  of 
each  group  v/ith  the  public  schools  possibly  limited  the  nurnber  in  the  upper 
age  brackets  giving  positive  replies,  for  in  answer  to  the  question  as 
to  why  they  would  or  would  not  like  to  join,  a  number  stated  they  would 
not  because  they  were  soon  graduating  from  high  scliool.   Table  185  shows 
the  number  by  ages  who  have  never  been  mem.bers  and  the  percentage  who 
would  like  to  join. 
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TABLl  185— NUMERICAL  MD  PERCENTAC-L;  DILiTr^IBUTIO^T,  BY  PR3••:^J^IT  AGES,  OF 
6,045  GIRUS  Vrao  I-IAVE  IWVER  BKEN  ME^IBERS  OF  MY   ORGj\iFIZATION 


Number  VJho 

""iould  Like 

^^«'ould  Not 

No    ■ 

Percentage 

Have  Never 

to  Join 

Like 

¥Jho  Vifould 

Age 

Been  Members 

to  Join 

Response 

Like  to  Join 

Total 

6,045 

2,497 

1,056 

1,692 

41,30 

9  Years 

3 

2 

1 

66.66 

10  Years 

646 

450 

91 

105 

69,65 

11  Years 

686 

436 

120 

130 

63.55 

12  Years 

729 

420 

178 

131 

57.61 

13  Years 

736 

350 

200 

186 

47,55 

14  Years 

975 

332 

332 

311 

34.05 

15  Years 

899 

252 

326 

321 

28.03 

16  Years 

744 

166 

312 

266 

22.31 

17  Years 

448 

64 

216 

168 

14,28 

18  Years 

142 

21 

66 

55 

14.78 

18  and  Over 

27 

2 

13 

12 

7.40 

No  Response 

10 

2 

2 

6 

20.00 

Table  186  shows  those  who  are  at  present  members  of  one  or  more  of 
these  organizations,  those  who  say  they  vrauld  like  to  renew  former  member- 
ships, and  those  who  say  they  would  like  to  join  for  the  first  time.   The 
final  column  in  the  Table  shows  the  percentage  of  active  memberships  to 
the  total  interested  in  these  organizations,  as  either  present  or  potential 
members, 

TABLE  186 NMERICAL  DISTRIBUTION,  BY  AGE,  OF  PRESEWT  AND  POTENTIAL 

I'M  IBERS HIPS  AI'lONG  3.714  GIRLS 


._. 

Potential  Memberships 

Age 

Active 

Of  Former 

Of  Those  I'fco  Have 

%   Being 

Total 

Memberships 

Members 

Never  Been  Members 

Reached 

All  Ages 

4,297 

1,017 

,    783 

2,497 

23.66 

9  Years 

3 

1 

- 

2 

33.33 

10  Years 

581 

113 

18 

450 

19.44 

11  Years 

642 

154 

52 

436 

23.98 

12  Years 

725 

193 

112 

420 

26.62 

13  Years 

665 

168 

.  147 

350 

25.26 

14  Years 

604 

107 

165 

332 

17.71 

15  Years 

495 

111 

132 

252 

22.42 

16  Years 

346 

105 

75 

166 

30.34 

17  Years 

171 

47 

60 

64 

27.48 

18  Years 

51 

13 

17 

21 

25,49 

18  and  Over 

10 

3 

5 

2 

30,00 

No  Response 

4 

2 

_ 

2 

50.00 

The  fact  that  less  than  25)c'  are  actually  beiriii  readied  -A^es   much 

weight  to  the  often-heard  scctenent  made  by  group  work  executives  that 

raany  who  desire  to  belong  to  their  organizations  are  being  denied  that 

privilege  and  gives  much  reason  to  a  study  of  the  problei.i  as  to  how  a 

greater  number  may  be  reached  effectively. 

The  reasons  given  by  the  girls  for  dropping  their  former  memberships 
and  the  ways  present  members  suggest  would  improve  their  own  groups 
throw  light  on  this  matter  as  well  as  on  points  at  which  these  organi- 
»•  zations  are  strongest  and  weakest.   Such  subjective  evaluations  of 
their  own  experiences  naturally  include  many  rationalizations.   The 
reason  given  most  frequently  for  discontinuing  membership  was  that 
the  program  was  disliked.   It  was  hoped  that  it  would  be  possible 
from  the  answers  to  discover  whether  this  dislike  grev;  out  of  the 
program  as  nationally  projected  or  through  its  local  applictition. 
This  was  not  possible,  hovrover,  for  the  girls  themselves  were  not 
able  to  distinguish  the  differences. 

The  second  most  frequent  reason  given  was  that  of  moving,  yet  in 
most  cases  these  girls  must  have  moved  into  neighborhoods  where  groups 
similar  to  their  own  existed.   This  reason  may  in  many  instances  be 
a  rationalization,  but  in  cases  where  it  is  not,  it  would  seem  to 
show  that  the  girl's  timidity  or  the  failure  of  the  new  group  to  ex- 
tend a  welcome  prevented  the  continuation  of  her  membership.  More 
inter-club  activities,  which  would  bring  members  of  clubs  together, 
and  some  transfer  system,  v/hich  would  facilitate  membership  in  new 
groups,  would  do  much  to  overcome  this. 

The  response  third  in  frequency,  that  of  "too  busy",  can  be  accepted 
as  a  rationalization  for  loss  or  lack  of  interest.   If  this  be  true, 
then  the  combined  responses  of  "too  busy"  and  "dislike  program"  show 
a  lack  of  continuous  activity  adapted  to  the  interests  of  the  age 
group.  As  many  girls  e::pressed  it  in  speaking  of  their  reason  for 
dropping,  "we  never  did  anything".   The  next  tvro  responses,  "group 
disbanded"  and  "inadequate  leadership",  have  much  in  common  because 
in  many  cases  the  group  disbanded  because  the  volunteer  leader  either 
felt  inadequate  to  carry  on  or  vj-as  .prrjvented  from  doing  so,  and  the 
organization  had  not  prepared  for  such  a  contingency. 

The  fact  that  the  response,  "went  to  nigh  school",  appears  most 
frequently  among  former  members  of  those  organizations  which  are  at- 
tached to  the  schools,  would  seem  to  show  that  membership  in  these 
groups  is  intimately  connected  with  school  experience  and  tliat  a  change 
in  school  experience  is  paralleled  by  a  change  in  attitude  toward  the 
group  in  many  iiistances.   Like  the  matter  of  transferring,  more 
association  between  the  grade  school  and  high  school  groups  and  their 
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leaders  might  overcome  this  and  make  less  difficult  the  process  of 
adjustment  to  the  high  school.   Reasons  given  other  than  these  do 
not  appear  vd.th  any  large  numerical  frequency.   Some  of  them,  how- 
ever, soem  especially  siguificaat.   Th:.t  24,  after  joining,  found 
the  group  too  expensive  to  belon-;,  to  indicates  that  while  the 
initial  expense  was  not  too  great,  incidental  expenses  became  an 
important  item.   Frequent  reference  to  this  same  problem  of  expenses 
was  found  on  the  blanks  of  those  who  had  never  joined  a  club.   That 
parental  objection  to  joining  appeared  among  both  those  who  had  belonged 
and  those  v/ho  had  never  belonged  indicates  that  the  group  work  agency 
still  has  much  to  do  in  the  way  of  demonstrating  to  parents  the  values 
of  the  club.   The  18  reasons  given  most  frequently  are  recorded  by 
organization  in  Table  187, 

Table  188  shows  the  ways  in  which  639  members  said  their  groups 
might  be  improved.   The  large  number  who  failed  to  respond  to  the  ques- 
tion are  not  included.   It  will  he   noted  that  only  7»51/^  felt  that  no 
improvement  was  necessary,  a  response  whicli  is  included  in  the  Table, 

The  responses  in  general  reveal  the  differences  in  taste  and  cri- 
tical ability  among  the  various  age  groups  and  indicate  the  neces- 
sity for  limiting  the  age  range  of  the  groups  and  providing  those 
things  which  appeal  most  greatly.   The  most  significant  response  is 
that  of  "more,  new  or  better  members"  which,  when  added  to  the  simi- 
lar iter,!  of  "better  attendance",  comprises  37^  of  the  total  r  esponses. 
The  failure  to  attend  or  to  attract  new  members  would  seem  to  be 
explainable  largely  in  teri/iS  of  lacl:  of  activity  and  program,  which 
an  additional  10;^  listed.   These  are  supplemented  still  further  by 
the  response,  "more  co-oporation  betv/oen  members"  which  accounts  for 
17^  of  the  total,  for  it  vrould  seem,  that  activities  well  planned  and 
directed  toward  the  interests  of  the  group  would  produce  the  necessary 
co-operation. 


TABLE  187 PERCEKTAGS  DIoTRIBUTIO' ,    BY  ORGAlilZATIOI^,    OF  THE  18  REASONS 

FOR  DROPPING  --EJiBSREHIP  -'^OST   FRE'^UENTLY  GI^.CII  BY  FORI'IER 
tilEIv'fBERS  OF  GROUP  ri02V;  ORGMIZATIOKS 


Reason 

Organization 

'    Total  ■  C 

Jamp  Fire 
Girls 

Girl  ^ 
Scouts 

"irl  Re- 
serves 

Unspecified 

^  No. 

% 

Total 

L,6^56 

100___  _ 

_ipo%_... . 

lOOfc 

_100/o_  _ 

J^O^ 

Disliked  program 

352 

21.24 

20.03 

22.25 

19.01 

22.03 

Moved 

335 

20.22 

13.64 

23.08 

26.99 

20.85 

Too  busy 

236 

14.25 

10,44 

16.27 

24.53 

11.61 

Group  disbanded 

177 

10.68 

16.84 

4.98 

4.90 

14.21 

Inadequate  leadership 

162 

9,78 

18.55 

5.81 

3.06 

8.29 

':J"ent  to  high  school 

147 

6.87 

3.41 

12.29 

11,65 

9.00 

Disliked  leaders 

47 

2.83 

4.05 

2.15 

- 

3.55 

Outgrew  program 

41 

2.47 

2.34 

3.65 

1.83 

1.18 

Disliked  group 

24 

1.44 

2.13 

1,66 

1.22 

.47 

Expenses 

24 

1.44 

1.70 

1,66 

.61 

1.18 

Age  disparity- 

21 

1.26 

1.27 

.83 

- 

2.37 

Distance  to  meeting 

19 

1.14 

1.27 

1.49 

_ 

.94 

To  join  other  or- 

ganization 

15 

,90 

1,06 

.83 

1,83 

,47 

Unsatisfactory 
meeting  hours 

'' 

.72 

.42 

,83 

1,22 

.71 

Family  objection 

i   " 

.GO 

,85 

,49 

1.22 

,23 

Illness 

I  10 

.uO 

!    .85 

,49 

- 

,71 

Group  too  small 

1 

1    ' 

.24 

,63 

- 

- 

.23 

Miscellany 

r 

1.2.0 

.42 

1.16 

1,83 

1,89 
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TiBLE  188 PERCENTiVGE  DL  TRIBUTIOiJ,    BY  AGE  GROUPS,    OF  R^S.^'V-.'S   GIVEK 

BY   639  ACTIVE  M3  BER,-   TO  THE  nUECTION:      'NlUT  VJOULD   MPROVE 
YOliR  GROUP? 


Suggested  Improvement 

Uumbor 

Percent 

rotal 

Age  Group 

Total 

10-12 

13-15   1 

16-18 

Total 

6o9 

100 

100 

100 

100 

More,  new,  or  better 
members 

177 

27.69 

25.82 

29.35 

30.68 

More  co-operation 

110 

17.21 

13.81 

16.97 

30.68 

Better  organization 

3 

.46 

,30 

.91 

- 

Better  discipline 

71 

11.11 

14.11 

10.09 

2.27 

Better  attendance 

61 

9.54 

9.91 

11.46 

3.40 

Better  programs 

42 

6.57 

4.20 

8.25 

11.36 

More  activity 

26 

4.06 

3.90 

5.50 

1.13 

Better  leadership 

24 

3.75 

5.10 

2.75 

1.13 

Equipment 
Regular  or  better 
meeting  place 

22 

18 

3.44 
2.  CI 

3.60 
2.40 

2.75 
1.37 

4.54 
7.95 

Different  age  com- 
position 

11 

1.72 

1.80 

2.29 

- 

More  money  for 
group  activities 

8 

1.25 

1.50 

.91 

1.13 

More  meetings 

7 

1.09 

.60 

2.29 

- 

More  parties  and 
entertainments 

4 

.62 

- 

- 

4.54 

Miscellaneous 

7 

1.09 

1.50 

.45 

1.13 

None 

48 

7.61 

1 

11.41 

4.58 

- 
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Two  other  ways  of  throwing  lif^ht  on  the  strengths  and  wealoiesses  of 

these  organizations  are  to  be  found  a  long  thoso  who  have  never  joined  an 

organization:   first,  by  a  study  of  tie  responses  of  those  \^rho  have  never 

belonged;  and,  second,  by  noting  those  parts  of  the  programs  best  liked 

by  those  who  are  now  raembors.   Table  189  shov/s  the  number  and  rrnk  of 

certain  parts  of  the  programs  best  liked, 

TABLE  189 NUMERICAL  DIoTEIBUTION  OF  RESPONSES  TO  THE  qUJC-TIOj:   Y/HAT 

PART  OF  THE  PROGR/ii;  DO  YOU  LlivE  BEST?,  A3  GIVE:-  BY  708  ACTIVE 
JIS.BERS.  ACCORD I'"G  TO  AGZ  GROUPS 


Part  of  Program 

Age  Group 

Number         ] 

Rank 

Total 

10-12 

15-15 

16-18 

Total 

10-12 

13-15 

16-18 

Total 

708 

357 

262 

89 

Outdoor  activi- 

ties 

299 

173 

100 

26 

I 

I 

I 

II 

Skills  and  handi- 

craft 

132 

67 

53 

12 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Entertainment 

60 

5 

26 

29 

III 

VII 

r/ 

I 

Music 

57 

40 

12 

5 

n 

III 

VI 

V 

All  of  Prograxfl 

53 

17 

29 

7 

V 

V 

III 

IV 

Ceremonials 

42 

22 

18 

2 

VI 

r/ 

V 

VII 

Lectures,  etc. 

17 

4 

11 

2 

VII 

VIII 

VII 

VII 

Business 

10 

6 

1 

3 

VIII 

VI 

X 

VI 

Service  Project 

7 

3 

2 

2 

K 

IX 

d: 

VII 

Dramatics 

6 

3 

3 

_ 

X 

IX 

VIII 

- 

rliscellaneous 

i  25 

Lii_ 

7 

1_ 

\ 



No  tabulation  process  was  possible  on  the  reasons  why  girls  had 
never  joined,  but  responses  such  as  these  appeared:   "My  parents  are  not 
interested  in  girls  orgG.nizabions  because  of  our  low  income'';  "My  father 
v;ill  not  let  me  belong";  and  the  more  sophisticated,  "Too  old  for  that 
silly  stuff". 

Summing  up  v/hat  has  been  presented  here,  we  find  that  the  outstand- 
ing weakness  of  these  organizations  is  their  lack  of  activities  suited 
to  the  interests  of  these  groups,  activities  which  should  be  primarily 
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out-doors  and  have  an  increasing  amount  of  entertai:iment  for  the  older 
age  groups. 

Section  8,  Vfest  Dallaa  Social  Center 

Viliile  city  boundaries  arc  so  drawii  that  thoy  oxclude  the  major  por- 
tion of  the  conmijnity  kuo\vn  as  'Test  Dallas,  the  erea  is  served  by  Dallas 
schools,  has  available,  even  if  it  doesn't  purchase  them,  Dallas  utility 
services,  and  has  been  nore  or  less  coinpletely  subjected  to  Dallas  author- 
ity through  the  arrest  of  a  number  of  notorious  criminals  who  had  early 
homes  here,  and  the  supervision  of  an  equally  notorious  squatter's  camp. 

The  "iVest  Dallas  Social  Center  seeded  to  merit  inclusion  within  this 
section  because  it  is  the  only  organization,  secdar  in  nature  and  pri- 
vately supported,  which  devotes  its  efforts  ej>.clusively  to  one  area,  and 
because  its  work  is  vath  a  prodouinantly  native  white  group  on  a  low 
economic  level. 

Policies  ere  determined  by  a  Board  of  Directors,  made  up  largely,  if 
not  exclusively,  of  citizens  froui  adjoining  areas,  and  are  acb:inistered 
b;  a  lonal  Director  and  three  assistants.   Of  its  budget  of  ■3,164,00 
for  193o,  .jil, 345,00  was  spent  for  program  and  :yl,Zl'd,00   for  ohe  operation 
and  maintenance  of  its  building. 

In  addition  to  servine;  as  a  kindergarten  and  clinic,  the  Center 
sponsors  7  groups  or  clubs  of  its  oi-vn  and  provides  facilicies  for  the 
VffA  Educational  Program,  a  Girl  Scout  Troop,  and  a  unit  of  the  Camp  Fire 
Girls.   The  lack  of  sustained  interest  in  any  activities  is,  according 
to  the  Director,  ver^;  discouraging  to  volunteer  leaders,  and  club  groups 
have  not  succeeded  woll. 
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The  Center  holds  as  its  specific  objectives  the  economic  rehabilita- 
tion of  those  in  tho  area,  aiid  attrjnpts  to  o-vercome  the  introspection 
vd-iich  is  a  characteristic  of  so  many  of  tlie  residents.   The  Doard  is,  at 
the  present  time,  considering  the  possibilities  of  housing  improvements. 

Up  to  the  present  tine,  no  program,  other  than  athletics,  has  been 
developed  which  holds  the  interest  of  the  youth  group,  despite  the  edu- 
cational lacks  they  present. 

Section  0,     Salvation  Army 

1/llhile  not  best  known  for  its  work  in  this  field,  the  Salvation  Army 
has  been  gradually  expanding  its  activities  for  youth.   The  local  staff, 
which  is  charged  with  developing  a  program  in  response  to  community  needs, 
follows,  of  course,  the  general  policies  of  the  international  organiza- 
tion, which  uses  ranlcs  similar  to  those  of  the  regular  Army  to  symbolize 
responsibility  and  authority, 

IfUhile  its  religious  activities  are  similar  to  those  of  other  evan- 
gelical churches,  except  that  they  are  often  held  in  the  open  air,  the  other 
activities  include; 

1)  The  Girl  Guards,  an  organization  similar  to  the  Camp  Fire  Girls 
or  Girl  Scouts.   There  were  25  iuembei-s  in  Dallas  in  October  1936. 

2)  The  Corps  Cadets,  those  talcin^  a  six-year  correspondence  course 
intended  to  prepare  them  as  leaders. 

3)  Craftwork  classes 

4)  Athletic  classes 

5 )  Band  and  singing 

Most  significant  of  the  efforts  in  this  direction  are  due  to  begin 
vdth  the  completion  of  a  now  branch  building  in  an  area  of  rclctively 
low  economic  status.   The  building  is  designed  to  include  a  craft  and 
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manual  training  shop,  and  it  is  hoped  that  a  measure  of  the  effectiveness 
of  this  type  of  recreation  for  the  group  in  this  area  can  be  made. 

Section  10»   Jewish  Com^nunity  Center 
The  Jewish  Community  Center  developed  from  the  Young  I'^en's  Hebrew 
Association  about  1924.   A  few  years  later  the  Y.M.H.A.  as  an  organization 
went  out  of  existence  in  Dallas,  but  the  Coimnunity  Center  has  remained, 
offering  its  facilities  to  organized  groups,  giving  dances  and  entertain- 
ments for  yo'jng  people,  sponsoring  lectures,  and  giving  athletic  instruc- 
tion in  the  ^mnasium. 

Although  the  athletic  classes  r.re  th-  only  organized  groups  sponsored, 
a  number  of  autonomous  youth  clvjbs  meet  regularly  in  the  Center.   Such 
groups  are  the  Council  of  Jewish  Juniors,  the  Junior  Hadassah,  and  the 
Hadassah  Buds,   Formerly  there  were  diction,  journalism,  and  dramatic 
classes,  but  enthusiasm  and  interest  in  these  groups  died  out. 

In  addition  to  the  provision  of  fpcilicies  for  vncetinga  and  to  the 
athletic  classes,  vocational  guidance  is  offered  by  the  lircecutive  Secretary 
to  Jewish  young  men  and  women.  Much  attention  is  directed  tovirard  teach- 
ing the  advantages  of  manual  labor  as  an  occupation.   It  is  felt  that  re- 
cently too  many  young  people  have  been  interested  in  obtaining  "white- 
collar"  jobs  and  in  becoming  professional  people,   Tlierefore,  the  vocational 
service  offered  by  the  Community  Center  is  not  one  of  merely  giving  advice, 
but  a  definite  effort  is  made  to  find  employment  or  to  obtain  for  the  youth 
needed  opportunities  for  training. 


Section  11.   Church  Missions 

Local  boards  control  and  finance  5  Protestant  church  missions,  fol- 
lowing in  general  the  procedures  of  national  and  regional  home  mission 
units  of  the  governing  church.   In  each  instance,  however,  the  employed 
worker  is  free  to  plan  and  administer  the  program  of  her  mission  depending 
upon  the  local  board  for  funds  and  advice.   Control  of  the  Catholic  Center 
lies  with  a  Dallas  hospital  through  the  Sisters  of  Charity  of  St.  Vincent 
de  Paul. 

The  church  missions,  with  one  exception,  all  carry  on  a  recreational 
or  educational  program  for  the  people  of  the  community  in  which  the  mission 
is  located.   In  addition,  evangelistic  and  health  services  are  offered  by 
some  and  material  aid  in  the  form  of  clothing  is  frequently  given. 

One  mission,  in  a  Mexican  section,  provides  no  program  outside  of 
religious  activities,  but  its  building  is  used  by  V/PA  classes  and  Boy 
Scouts,   Another,  whose  program  was  only  begun  in  January  1937,  has  only 
five  small  clubs  and  kindergarten.   The  remaining  offer  manual  training, 
crafts,  music,  sewing  classes,  clubs,  etc.,  as  listed  belovj-,  and  their 
buildings  are  used  by  the  YJPA  and  the  Dallas  public  schools  for  educational 
classes. 

Activity  Groups  for  Youth  in  4  Dallas  Missions; 


Type   of  Group 

number   cf  : 

Missions 

feiber 

Offering 

Enrolled 

Manual   Training 

2 

115 

Music 

1 

15 

Craft 

1 

50 

Sewing  Classes 

2 

260 

Girl's  Club 

3 

113 

Boy's   Club 

3 

. 

Kindergarten 

5 

- 

ViTPA  Classes 

S 

- 

Story  Hour 

1 

- 

Expectaiit  i.iother's   Club                       1 

- 

1,  Report  not  available  on  one  mission,  and  one  other  does  not 
sponsor  groups, 

2,  Religious  activities  omitted  as  data  was  incomplete. 
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Section  12>  Worlcs  Progress  Administration  Classes 

In  the  precedinp;  paragraphs  full  account  has  not  been  taken  of  the 

activities  of  the  VIorks  Progress  ."dministration  in  some  of  the  missions 

and  centers.   In  1935  the  l^fPA  in  Dallas  began  an  educational  program, 

using  as  teachers  relief  clients  whose  responsibility  it  was  to  organize 

and  find  a  location  for  their  classes.   There  were  in  March  1937  white, 

Negro,  and  Mexican  classes  meeting  in  41  different  centers  throughout  the 

city.  Although  the  ViTPA  pays  teachers  for  only  three  hours  work  a  day, 

a  number  teach  for  a  longer  period.   Some  of  these  41  centers  have  more 

than  one  instructor.   There  are  10  centers  where  white  people  are  taught, 

27  centers  where  IJegroes  are  taught,  and  4  for  Mexicans.   Although  there 

were  no  figures  available  for  the  actual  participation  in  the  city.  Table 

190  shows  the  male  and  female  distribution  of  participants  in  Dallas 

County. 

TABLE  190— NH'IBEk  OF  ?EkSO?IS  EMOLLED  IW  V.TA  SDU- 
CATI®AL  CLAoS^^S  IN  DALLAS  GOIMTY  DUR- 
ING ONE  MOivTTH  IN  1937 


■ 

number  Enrolled 

Type  of  Class 

Male       Female     Both 

Total 

544        9.70      1,.'514 

Literary  Education  118  247  365 
General  Education  401  649  1,050 
Vocational  Education      25 74 99 

The  general  classification  of  subjects  taught  (see  Table  190)  in- 
cludes literary  education,  general  education,  and  vocational  education. 
By  literary  education  is  meant  such  subjects  as  English  graraiaar  and  com- 
position, etc, J  general  education  courses  are  learning  to  speak  English, 
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arithmetic,  and  reading;  vocational  education  includes  manual  training, 
coimnercial  courses,  crafts,  and  art.   Frequently  the  main  purpoce  of  the 
class  is  to  give  general  education,  but  in  order  to  arouse  and  raaintain 
the  interest  of  the  students,  the  tccclier  spends  a  large  part  of  her  time 
instructing  in  sewing  and  quilting. 

Classes  are  largely  composed  of  adults.   Only  two  of  the  white  groups 
and  four  of  the  Mexican  groups  have  a  majority  of  youth  under  25  years 
of  age.   There  are  WA   educational  classes  in  three  of  the  raissions  and 
one  social  center  studied  in  this  report.   In  three  instances  the  stu- 
dents are  mostly  under  25;  in  one  instance  they  are  over  25  years  of  age. 

In  addition  to  the  educational  program,  a  new  l/",rPA  project  vras  ini- 
tiated in  April  1937  which  aims  to  teach  women  how  to  spend  their  money 
more  profitably  by  giving  them  the  first  principles  of  hom.e  economics. 
Both  teachers  and  students  of  the  14  centers  already  established  are 
Y\rhite  persons  on  the  'A'PA  rolls.   Four  classes  are  located  in  centers 
discussed  in  this  report. 

Inasmuch  as  the  staffs  of  the  missions  and  social  centers  are 
limited  by  the  finances  of  the  boards  raid  organizations  which  sponsor 
them,  the  additional  teachers  employed  by  the  'i'lPA  materially  increase 
the  services  that  these  missions  and  centers  can  render. 

Sur-imarv  and  Conclusions 


V«hat  explains  the  existence  of  these  organizations,  at  once  half 

educational  and  half  recreational,  and  providing  the  myriad  personal 

services  which  they  attempt?  The  motivations  which  gave  them  birth  are 

only  a  partial  answer,  for  these  original  objectives  have  changed  almost 

beyond  the  point  of  recognition  as  the  organization  has  progressed.   The 

T',      No  record  on  the  ago  distribution  was  available  in  the  case  of 
Negro  groups. 
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explanation  must  be  found  in  the  nature  of  our  society  itself,  a  society 
which  is  in  transition,  which  is  bocoming  highly  urbanized  and  in  v;hich 
old  institutions  and  old  irrys  of  doing  things  are  giving  place  to  new. 
The  fanily  once  served  the  needs  of  youth  for  education.   It  counseled 
and  determined  his  place  in  an  econorivic  order.   It  provided  the  group  asso- 
ciations he  needed  and  even  went  so  far  as  to  counsel  his  marriage  and 
choose  his  bride.   Today  vre  find  education  a  public  function,  recreation 
a  governmental  responsibility,  emplojonent  and  placement  becoining  in- 
creasingly so,  and,  in  addition,  stresses  and  strains  placed  upon  youth 
by  modern  society  which  are  too  great  to  be  coped  v>dth  by  the  family.   It 
is  because  our  process  of  change  goes  on  so  rapidly  while  our  public  in- 
stitutions are  slow  to  assume  the  full  measure  of  responsibility  for  these 
needs,  or  because  certain  groups  present  special  problems  outside  the  range 
of  public  service,  that  the  group  work  agency  has  place  and  jurpose.  A 
direct  correlate  of  this  observation  is  that  if  group  work  agencies  are 
to  perform  the  heroic  role  they  seem  Virilling  to  assume,  they  must  maintain 
a  fluid  state,  seeking  ovit  nev,-  unr:\et  needs  of  youth  and  new  wajrs  of  meeting 
them,  relinquishing  in  ti:?.G  certain  of  their  functions  to  government. 
Likewise,  it  seems  to  us  th;.t  tl.ese  agencies  should  take  a  leading  role 
in  helping  government  assuiiie  those  responsibilities  which  the  group  work 
agency  is  not  prepared  to  •■.aeot.   If  these  agencies  are  willing  to  assume 
this  larger  function  and  if  vrc  have  correctly  informed  ourselves  of  the 
needs  of  youth,  the  statements  which  follovr  seem  valid. 

These  agencies  and  organizations  must,  as  their  first  task,  inform 
themselves  of  the  basic  problems  of  our  society  and  wisely  apportion  their 
efforts  for  the  correction  of  certain  evils  and  the  alleviation  of  some 
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of  the  immediate  effects  of  those  evils,  lueauwhile  not  losing  sight  of 
the  more  basic  goal  of  correction.   On  examination,  we  find  that  the 
Y.W. C.A.  has  taken  the  reatest  step  forward  in  this  direction,  for  at 
its  National  Convention  the  probleras  of  our   society  were  faced  and  definite 
goals  set  for  their  solution.   The  Y.M.C.A.  gave  recognition  to  the  prob- 
lems when  it  included  in  its  new  Constitution  the  statement  that  it  xTOuld 
v/ork  for  the  economic  and  social  betterment  of  the  individual.   Proceed- 
ings of  the  Boy  Scout  Conference  held  in  1936shbfw  that  the  speakers  had 
themselves  realized  the  cnanging  conditions  which  the  world  is  facing. 
Thus,  in  greater  or  less  degree  these  orgaiaizations  are  seeing  as  their 
task,  economic  and  social  betterment. 

In  addition,  five  of  the  local  groups  list  as  one  of  their  major  aims 
"better  standards  of  living".   It  does  not  seem  amiss,  therefore,  to 
review  some  of  thos3  economic  and  social  conditions  vmich  have  been  re- 
vealed in  the  Dallas  Study  and  go  examine  the  efforts  being  laade  to  meet 
them, 

1,  The  first  of  these  is  the  inadequate,  unwholesome,  ojid  unhealth- 
ful  living  conditions  of  so  many  of  our  youth  which  must  inevitably 
make  an  imprint  upon  the  yout]:  themselves.   Yet,  we  find  little  evi- 
dence that  the  organizations  under  consideration  are  taking  a  leading 
role  in  the  solution  of  this  problem  or  in  even  bringing  to  the  atten- 
tion of  their  membership  the  conditions,  with  proposals  for  cure,  of 
which  all  should  be  aware.   The  Y.''.'LC.A.  has  attempted  to  help  the 
incoming  girl  meet  this  problem  by  making  its  residence  a  temporary 
lodging  place  in  which  associations  may  be  established  while  making 

a  satisfactory  adjustm.ent  to  the  city,  and  the  ""'est  Dallas  Social 
Center  is  making  an  analysis  of  possible  cures.   Certainly  there 
are  many  efforts  v/hich  youth  themselves,  under  direction  and  guidance, 
could  make  toward  the  improvement  of  living  conditions, 

2,  A  second  problem  which  should  prove  a  major  interest  of  all 
these  organizations  is  bhe  lack  of  enforcement  of  the  compulsory 
school  attendance  laY;,  and  the  number  who  drop  out  of  school  long 
before  they  have  derived  the  maximum  benefits.   It  would  not  seem 
the  place  of.  these  or^^anizations  to  enforce  that  lav;,  but  it  would 
seem  entirely  within  their  range  to  insist  that  it  oe  enforced. 
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and  by  both  helping  the  schools  become  more  attractive  and  assist- 
ing the  youth  to  realize  the  values  of  the  school,  prevent  the  term- 
ination of  school  careers  too  soon. 

3.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  major  emphasis  of  most  of  the 
af^encies  has  been  in  connection  with  the  schools,  the  out-of-school 
person  tends  to  be  overlooked.   The  new  neighborhood  program  of  the 
Y.l-.C.A.  may  partially  answer  this  criticism. 

4.  Tlie  problem  of  that  group  -vAiich  has  arrived  at  an  employable 
age  but  which  does  not  find  employitient  opportunities  is  recognized 
by  some  of  these  agencies,  and  certain  special  services  accorded  it. 
It  should  be  kept  in  mind  that  this  group  suffers  from  its  plight 
and  needs  active  recreation  as  well  as  assistance  in  job-seeJcing 
and  placement.   It  should  also  be  remembered  that  they  have  no  fimds 
to  spend  for  this  recreation.   It  should  be  the  particular  concern 
of  all  these  agencies  to  reach  this  group,  spurring  them  on  to  work 
activity,  recreational  activity,  and  educational  activity, 

5.  All  of  these  agencies  should  also  face  the  fact  that  children 
coming  from  families  of  lowincome  arc  prevented  from  participating 
in  their  programs  and  should  recognize  the  dual  role  of  being  pro- 
tagonists for  higher  family  incomes  as  well  as  for  the  extension 

of  their  programs  to  thece  youth  who  need  them  most. 

6.  Low  \Tages  of  the  youth  themselves,  like  the  low  wages  of  their 
families,  prevent  participation  in  the  older  age  brackets.   The 
youth  likewise  hesitates  to  accept  a  special  service  which  marks 
him  as  having  a  certain  economic  condition  and  while  as  a  practical 
measure  such  special  .-rroups  must  be  orgai:ized,  the  group  work  agen- 
cy m.ust  assum.e  leadership  in  remedying  those  vrage  conditions  if  it 
is  to  render  the  greatest  service.   The  llaria  Morgan  Branch  of  the 
Y.iV.C.A.  is  making  heroic  efforts  in  protecting  domestics  in  this 
regard,  but  the  conditions  among  other  groups  have  not  received 

the  same  attention.   Likewise,  participation  in  these  programs  or 
in  any  recreational  prograiii  is  impossible  for  those  who  work  long 
hours.   For  the  sake  of  all  youth  as  well  as  those  who  might  par- 
ticipate in  these  prograras,  group  work  agencies  must  strive  for 
maximum  limitations  on  working  hours  of  youth. 

7.  Another  probleia  that  should  receive  special  attention  is  the 
isolation  which  many  young  people  feel  who  come  to  Dallas  from  the 
surrounding  tovms  and  villages.   Devices  for  assisting  them  in  build- 
ing up  associations  and  overcoming  the  timidity  v:hich  they  feel 
toward  participation  in  institutional  groups  and  life  should  be 
tried.   The  responses  not  only  to  the  youth  interviews  but  to  the 
Community  Cliest  questionnaires  indicate  that  this  isolation  occurs 
not  only  when  people  move  in  frora   other  places,  but  also  when  mov- 
in;-,  from  neighborhood  to  neighborhood.  Another  isolated  group 
which  finds  recreation  almost  impossible  is  that  of  the  young  mother 
who  has  no  one  to  assist  her  in  the  care  of  her  children.   The  opera- 
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tion  of  day  nurseries  in  either  communities  or  recreation  centers 
might  do  much  not  only  to  break  dovm  the  feeling  of  loneliness 
which  this  group  has,  but  also  to  assist  in  the  probleras  of  infant 
and  child  caro, 

8.   The  basic  educational  problems  of  these  youth  should  also  be 
the  concern  of  those  ajoncies,  particularly  the  unsatisfied  inter- 
ests in  vocational  education,  the  lack  of  education  in  our  social 
problems,  and  the  lack  of  guidance.   The  organizations  have  recog- 
nized this  need,   Tne  leaders  are  attempting  to  guide  youth  and 
some  of  the  informal  educational  work  has  been  directed  in  these 
social  problems,  but  thore  remains  much  that  should  logically  be- 
come a  free  public  service  as  either  a  part  of  the  schools  or  in 
connection  with  the  public  einployment  office. 

In  outlining  some  of  the  efforts  which  we  feel  should  be  made  toward 
the  solutions  of  those  problems  which  complicate  and  make  more  difficult 
or  irapossible  the  realisation  of  the  full  values  which  lie  within  these 
group  work  agencies,  we  have  not  been  unaware  of  their  liinitations  of 
finance,  staff,  and  energy.   It  is  because  v^e  feel  that  if  the  group  work 
agency  becomes  more  avirare  or  more  articulate  in  their  awareness  of  the 
roles  which  they  may  play  either  through  the  provision  of  service  or  as 
protagonists  for  such  service  to  meet  the  needs  of  these  youth,  that  new 
emphases,  new  activities,  and  new  meanings  must  be  given  to  their  programs 
both  in  their  own  eyes  and  in  the  eyes  of  the  public  and,  further,  that 
the  difficulties  which  many  of  them  now  face  in  stating  their  ovm  purposes 
may  be  removed. 

Difficult  as  the  process  of  cxatiiination  of  these  agencies  has  been, 
it  is  even  more  so  to  make  satisfactory  and  brief  generally  applicable 
statements  Yirhich  point  the  -.-cvys  in  which  the  attainment  of  goals  to  fill 
the  needs  of  youth  may  be  furthorod.   The  following  are  offered  with  a 
full  realization  of  their  limitations: 
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1)  Group  vrorl:  agencies  should  re-define  their  pur- 
poses and  acbivities  in  the  light  of  the  econom- 
ic and  social  problems  of  today, 

2)  Thej'-  should  apply  their  energies  towards  having 
many  of  the  services  established  as  new   or 
strengthened  governraental  functions, 

3)  The  activity  side  of  their  programs,  with  the 
exception  of  athletics,  seems  the  weakest  and 
every  effort  should  be  made  to  develop  group 
and  individual  projects  relating  to  the  daily 
life  of  the  individual, 

4)  Special  efforts  should  be  made  to  reach: 

a)  the  out-of-school  group 

b)  the  older  age  group 
o)  the  young  mother 

d)  the  now-comer  to  Dallas 

e)  the  new-comer  to  the  neighborhood 

f )  the  llegro  and  the  Mexican  youth 

g)  the  unemployed  group, 

5)  Special  program  services  seem  needed  to  assist 
youth  in  meeting  wage  and  hour  problems,  to  de- 
velop socioil.  consciousness,  und  to  stimulate 
their  latent  educational  interests. 


PABT  FIFIEJ^II.      SERVIGBS  PROVIDED  to.  YOUTH 
by_^CMaZA£K)lIS^^f  ADULTS 

Introduction 

Providing  some   service  to  youth  occupies   a  greater   or   lesG  place   in 
the  purposes   and  activities   of  iiany  adult   organizations,    such  as  the 
Parent-Teacher  Association,    Sunday  School  classes,   and  men's   service   cluhs. 
The   activities   of  these   organizations   cover  a  mde   range   and   often  supple- 
ment those  more  directly  provided  by  governj-aent   or  group  vrark  organizations. 
Since  many  services   rendered  by  these   adult   organizations  are   informal  and 
sometimes  unrecorded,    it   is   impossible  to  present  a  complete   picture   of  the 
activities.      In  addition,    services   arc   often  of  a  general  nature,   touching 
only  incidentally  the   youth  group  betv-'een  the   ages   of   12  and   25.     The 
following  state^.ients   are   concerned   only  with  services   rendered  to  this   age 
group . 

Information  solicited  vra.s   recorded  on  either   one   or  both  of  the 
Inquiry  Forms  developed  for  this   purpose.      Inquiry  Forms  rrere   sent  either 
tlirough  the  nail  vrith  a  supplementary  letter,    or  explained  in  the   course 
of  a  personal  i-aterviei-T, 

The   first   Inquiry   (AS-l)  vras   designed  to  discover  the  type   of   service 
rendered,   its  place   in  the   organisation  program,  the   age,    ser.,   and  racial 
groups   served,   and  the  basis   of   selection  of  these   groups  as  vrell  as  the 
problems   encountered   in  administering  these   services.     A  final  question 
T^as   included  in  v/hich  individuals   reporting  for  their   organizations  vrere 
asked  to  state  what  additional   services  the   youth  group  betrreen  the  ages 
of   12  and   25  needed,  but  which  at  present  were  not  being  provided.     The 
other  Form  (AS-2)  ,^s   sent   only  to  groups  rendering  aid  to  students   in  the 
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form  of  scholarships  or  loan  funds  and  v/as  concerned  only  vjlth  tliis  type 
of  service.  In  all,  47  organizations  furnished  sufficient  material 
about  their  activities  vfith  this  age  group  to  bo  included. 

Although  some  clubs  sponsored  services  of  more  than  one  type,  it  vra,s 
felt  advisable  to  present  information  on  the  basis  of  the  type  of  service 
rendered.  The  follomng  classification  v/as  used, 

1)  Recreation 

2)  Material  ITeeds 

3)  Health 

4)  Guidance,  Leadership,  and  Placement 

5)  Scholarships  and  Loan  Funds 

6)  Service  Not  Otherwise  Classified 

Material  is  presented  in  the  order  of  the  above-named  activities. 

Section  1^.^  Recreation 

In  the  field  of  recreation,  as  in  the  other  fields  of  activity,  the 
amount  of  tiiTie,  money,  and  energy,  and  the  specific  type  of  service 
rendered  vary  from  club  to  club,  forming  in  some  instances  a  major  interest 
and  in  others  a  minor  one.  The  groups  operating  here  fell  rapidly  into  t\ro 
classes:   (l)  Paront-Teachor  Associations  and  Dads  Clubs  and  (2)  men's 
luncheon  clubs  and  vromen's  clubs.  Their  activities  follovf  three  general 


Ti     fhe"par  e  n't  -  T"eacTie  r  AsVoc'iation  and  Dads  Clubs  covered  in  the  sui-^ey 
included  those  in  Dallas  public  high  schools  and  Junior  high  schools, 
but  did  not  include  those  in  the  grade  schools,  since  this  latter 
group  is  primarily  concerned  mth  children  not  in  the  age  group.   It 
did  include  the  Mothers  Club  of  Southern  Methodist  University  since 
this  Club  is  composed  very  largely  of  mothers  living  in  or  near  Dallas, 
providing  a  service  vrhich  benefits  youth  living  in  Dallas,  but  did  not 
include  Highland  Pari:  schools. 
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lines:  (l)  the  provision  of  special  entertainment;  (2)  sponsorinj;  of  youth 
groups  or  clubsj  and  (3)  provinion  of  cojups.  Table  191  shoTxs  the  nuiiiber  of 
these  organizations  participating  in  each  of  these  three  lines  of  activity 
and  the  number  of  organizations  rendering  a  service  to  each  of  the  race  and 
se:c  groups  of  the  population, 

A  limited  number  of  Mexican  students  in  one  high  school  find  their  way 
into  groups  \ihich   are  entertained  or  sponsored  by  the  Parent-Teacher  Associ- 
ation of  that  school.   In  other  instances,  they  are  not  so  fortunate  in 
winning  membership  in  group  activities.   It  will  be  seen  tliat  the  17 
organizations  having  services  of  this  sort  appear  24  times  in  the  Table 
when  their  activities  are  divided  along  the  three  iiiajor  lines  of  provision 
for  entertainment,  sponsoring  cUibs,  or  sponsoring  camps.   It  mil  be  noted 
that  21  of  these  services  are  for  white  groups  exclusively;  2  include 
Mexicans;  and  a  third  serves  Hegro  boys.   In  12  instances,  the  clubs' 
entertainments  or  camps  are  for  both  boys  and  girls;  in  11  instances  for 
boys  only;  and  in  one,  for  girls  only.  It  was  impossible  to  determine  the 
exact  number  of  youth  touched  in  this  way  by  these  organizations,  but  the 
number  can  be  conservatively  estimated  as  five  thousand. 


T-/U3LS  191— -RECREATIOUAL  SERVICES  of  17  ADULT  ORGAIIIZATIOIIS  for  YOUTH, 
CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  to  TYPE  of  ACTIVITY  and  by  RACE  and 
SEX  of  YOUTH  SERVED 


l\I\;uiiber  of 
Organiza- 
tions 
Sponsor- 
.ing 

Race   and  Sex  of  Youth  Groups   Served 

Type   of  Activity 

i-Qiite,   lion-       j 
Mexican  Only     j 

iJliite,   includ- 
ing Mexicans 

ifegroes 
Only 

liale 
Only 

"^emale 
Only 

Both 
Sexes 

Both  Sexes 

Male 
Only 

■mal  of  All  Tii^pes 
of  Activities 

24 

10 

1 

10 

2 

1 

A,     Providing  Special 
Ente  rta  inme  nt  s 
1,   P-T-As  and 
Dads   Clubs 

9 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2.  Men's  and 
Women's   Clubs 

7 

3 

_ 

4 

_ 

_ 

B,     Sponsoring  Clubs 

1.   P-T-As  and 
Dads  Clubs 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2.  Men's  and 
V.'or.ien's  Clubs 

i          "  -    ,     . 

2 

_ 

. 

_ 

_ 

C,      Sponsoring  Cajups 

1,  Men's  and 
Women's  Clubs 

i 

1 

2 

1 

i  1 

1     _ 

1 

1 

1 

Section  2.  Material  Ifeeds 


It  would  be  impossible,  of  course,  to  discover  the  number  of  youth 
\fh.o   are  members  of  faiMilies  vrtiich  receive  one  or  more  of  the  Ch-ristmas 
or  Thanksgiving  baskets  of  food  or  bundles  of  clothing  which  many  adult 
organizations  give  each  year.  This  type  of  giving  was,  therefore,  ex- 
cluded from  consideration  in  trying  to  picture  the  material  relief  or 
assistance  given  by  adult  organizations. 

Aiding  students  by  providing  lunches,  used  clothing,  or  carfare 
according  to  need  constitutes  an  important  section  of  the  work  of  8 
Parent-Teacher  Associations  and  has  an  important  place  in  the  Council 
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discussions   of  these   orsanizat^ons,     llethods   of  deterinining  need  vary  from 
school  to   school,   as  does  the    amount  of  assistance   granted.     For  example, 
the   single   Dads   Club  which  reported  thJ.s   as   one   of  its  activities  nalces 
the   assistance   in  the  form  of  a   loan  and  is  recorded  in  the  Tables   shovri.ng 
scholarships  and   loans,  ifnile   "bhe  llother's   Club  makes   outright  grants  to 
the   stvidents.     The   former  method  is  employed  to  increase  the  pupil's   feel- 
ing of  responsibility.     Table    1S2  shov/s  the  number   of  clubs   serving  thu   race 
and   sex  groups. 

Tath  the   one   exception  of  the  woman's   cliib  which  provided  assistance 
to  a  boy's   group,  which  includes   out-of-school   st^^dents,   aid  vra.s   confined 
to  those   in  school  and  vra,s   rendered  on  the  basis   of  need  for  that   service. 


TABLE   192 ^liATEEIAL  AID  GIVEH  DALLAS  YOUTH  by  10  ADULT  ORGAiJIZATIOilS, 

CLASS IFISD  ACCORD IITG  to  RACE  and  SEX  of  YOUTH  SER\Ti;D 


Type   of  Organization 

l>Iu:nber   of 
Organiza- 
tions 
Sponsoring 

Race  and   Sex 
Of  Youth  Groups   Served 

Sponsoring 

Vfliite ,   Non-Lexican 
Only 

Negroes 
Only 

Male 
Only 

Both 
Sexes 

L-ale 
Only 

Both 
Sexes 

Total 

10 

1 

3 

_ 

1 

Mother's  Club 

8 

L     -. 

7 

"^ 

1 

Men's  and  Y/omen's  Clubs 

2 

1      .A 

1 

- 

Notes:    1.  None   for  all  race   groups 

2.  None   for  vrt-iite,   including  Mexicans 

3.  None  exclusively  for  Mexicans 

4.  None  exclusively  for  females 


Section  5.     Health 

Seven  of  the   47  adult   organizations   investigated  reported   some  form 
of  health  program.      Oddly  enough,   no  Parent-Teacher  Association  reported 
any  v:orl:  in  this  direction.     The   Central  Dads  Club  secured  and  showed 
movies  and  expressed  the  hope  that  it  Trould   soon  be  possible  to   shovj'  sex 
hygiene  pictures   for  all  high  scliool  boys   and   girls.      The   7  organizations 
reporting  activities  "vrere  all   of  the    second  group,   namely,   either  men's 
luncheon  clubs   or  women's   clubs.     The   racial  groups   sei'ved  are   shoT.n  in 
Table   193,     Only  one   organization  r.iakes  no  distinction  on  the   basis   of 
racial   lines,  all   others  being   corifined  exclusively  to  white   groups. 
Sex  lines  are  not  draTOi  in  providing  this  assistance, 

Ti^JilE   193 HEALTH  SERVICES  A?FO:U)ED  D.U.LAS  YOUTH  by  7  AHILT  ORGANIZ- 

ATIOlTSi  CLASSIFIED  ACGOrJlIiJG  to  R.ICE  and   SEX  of  YOUTH  SEWED 


"" 

i.'ixnber  of 
Organiza- 
tions 

Race  and  Sex   of  Yoi 

ath  Groups   Served 

Type   of  Service                      ! 

".liite,  ITon-Hexican 
.Only . 

■■i/i/liite,  Mexican, 
and  Hegro 

Sponsor- 

Male 
Only 

Beth 
Sexes 

Both  Sexes 

Total 

9 

2 

6 

1 

Crippled  children's 
assistance 

4 

„ 

4 

- 

Dental  work 

2 

1 

1 

_ 

Glasses 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

Tonsillectomies 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

Transportation  to 
clinic 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1,     TvTo   organizations  sponsor  E  services  and  appear  twice   in  the   Table, 

Notes:    1.  Hone   for  white,   including  Mexicans 

2.  None  exclusively  for  Liexicans 

3.  None  for  Negroes  only 

4.  None   for  females   only 


«0    flO^d'j 
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Secti_on_4_.  Guidance,  Leadershipj  and  Placement 

The  groT/ing  attention  being  paid  to  vocational  guidance  and  leader- 
ship throughout  the  nation  is  reflected  in  the  activities  of  the  adult 
organizations.   It  should  be  remembered  that  guidance  may  be  either 
vocational,  that  is,  helping  youth  to  find  the  kind  of  work  best  suited 
to  his  need;  or  educational,  that  is,  helping  him  find  the  training  and 
schooling  most  likely  to  bring  about  his  potential  development;  or,  it 
may  cope  vath  his  personal  problems. 

One  IJegro  sorority  attempts  to  increase  the  receptivity  and  under- 
standing of  guidance  aiTiong  students  by  sponsoring  an  annual  essay  contest, 
for  which  prises  are  offered.  Tvro   women's  clubs,  3  men's  service  organiz- 
ations, 2  high  school  Dads  Clubs,  and  one  Ilegro  fraternity  touched  at 
least  one  phase  of  this  problem. 

The  2  women's  clubs,  composed  of  business  and  professional  women, 
and  one  of  the  men's  service  organizations,  a  luncheon  club,  furnish 
speakers  to  the  various  high  schools.  These  spoakors  discuss  their  oivn 
vocations  Y/ith  groups  of  students  and  sometimes  advise  individual  students 
and,  in  this  latter  process,  establish  a  friendly  relationship  vfhich  may 
lead  to  assistance  in  finding  employment.  Another  of  the  men's  service 
organizations  assumes  the  responsibility  of  furnishing  from  its  memberhip 
group  leaders  needed  by  the  Y.l'i.C.A,  The  third  men's  service  organization 
deserves  special  mention.   It  is  the  local  unit  of  the  Big  Brother  move- 
ment, an  organization  Tdiich,  by  establishing  personal  relationships  between 
outstanding  business  and  professional  men  and  boys  v;ho,  because  of  personal 
or  economic  mal-adjustment,  liave  become  or  are  likely  to  become  delinquents, 
assists  the  boys  in  making  proper  adjustments.  This  organization  umintains 


:       .;;.   r    ;_:      .:'     .:;.;:V    S     SrQ 
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an  executive  officer  \iho,   in  addition  to  interesting  other  business  leaders 
in  becoming  Big  Brothers,  accepts  referrals,  niakos  tlie  initial  contacts, 
keeps  personal  records,  and  assists  in  the  diagnosis  of  difficulties. 
Separation  is  made  betrraen  those  boys  whose  problems  rose  out  of  econoraic 
need  and  those  presenting  more  complex  problems.   In  1956  this  association 
provided  ['uidance  to  207  Dallas  boys. 

The  2  Dads  Clubs  mentioned  have  different  approaches  to  the  problem, 
one  being  concerned  largely  v/ith  the  edvicational  phase  and  assisting  those 
still  inschool  to  select  courses  most  likely  to  prepare  them  for  the 
vocations  of  their  choice,  v/hile  the  second  attempts  to  find  employment 
for  boys  and  girls  \vho  do  not  enter  college.  The  Central  Dads  Clu.b, 
comprised  of  the  Dads  Clubs  of  all  vhite  high  schools,  has  long  been 
interested  in  the  problem  of  guidance,  and  in  the  vrinter  of  1936-37 
worked  mth  the  Junior  Division  of  the  Te::as  State  Employment  Service 
to  meet  more  adequately  this  need.  Co-operation  ims  secured  in  register- 
ing all  high  school  graduates  of  January  1937  who  did  not  plan  to  enter 
college,  and  50  members  of  the  Club  began  a  campaign  of  interesting 
em.ployers  in  making  use  of  this  free  employment  service . 

The  program  of  the  Negro  fraternity  is  knovm  as  the  "Guide  Right 
Ilovement".  One  week  is  set  aside  each  year  for  particular  eirpb^sis. 
During  this  tirae  members  offer  their  assistance  to  Negro  boys  seeking 
advice  on  the  choice  of  a  vocation.  These  members  are  largely  teachers 
in  the  high  school  and  began  affiliation  r.dth  the  fraternity  while  in 
college  and  have  formed  a  local  alunoii  group.  The  fact  that  the  president 
is  also  principal  of  the  high  school  and  has  a  deep  personal  interest  in 
vocational  guidance  has  given  the  movement  considerable  impetus. 
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Section  5,      Scholo.rships   and   Loan  Funds 


TT/venty-three   of  the  47  or^^anizations    offer  financial  assistance   to 
Dallas   students,    21   confining  their  efforts  to  assisting  those   in  collegesj 
one  v;-orking  with  high  school   students   in  need,   and  the   twenty-third  grant- 
ing scholarships   in  speech  and  drama  schools   in  the   citj".     Table   194   shov;s 
the  kind  of  assistance  rendered  by  each  club,  and  the  race  and  sex  groups 
helped, 

TABLE   194— SCHOLMSEIPS  and   IDMVo  OFFEESD  by  23  ADULT   ORGMIZATIOII  in 
1936,   CLilSSIFIED  ACCOEE'IITG  to   SEX  ME)  RACE 


! 

Type  of  School 

Total  Huinber  of 
Students  Receiving 
Scholarships  and 
Loans 

Humber  of  Students 
Receiving  Scholar- 
ships 

Num.ber  of  Students 
Obtaining  Loans 

imite   1  Negro 

IVhite 

Ilegro 

3 

lite 

Negro 

I.:ale 

1 
Pemalej  Female 

Male 

Female 

FeiTiale 

mie 

Female 

Female 

Colleges  and 
Universities 

62 

! 
42  1    3 

3 

9 

1 

59 

33 

2 

High  Schools 

53I 

53^1       - 

„ 

_ 

-    5g1 

58l 

„ 

Dramatic 
Schools 

__1^ 

.- -J^--^"L„ 

La_ 

-Jl„ 

-   1   - 

- 

j^ 

1.     This   is   approximate   distribution  according  to  sex, 


Aaong  the  107  college  stvidents  helped  were  62  men  and  only  45  women. 
Of  that  total  number  only  3  were  llegroes,  as  vd.ll  be  noted,  and  none  vrere 
Me::icans . 

Varying  rates   of  interest  vrere   charged  and  varying   securities   for  the 
loan  required.     Table   195   shovre   the   interest  rates   charged,   and  Table   196 
the  date   on  Tdiich  this   interest  charge  begins. 


TABLE   195 RATES   of   IlTTi.TZ;ST  TABLE   196 DATiJ   on  VffllCH  INTEREST 

CIL/IRC-ED  by  15   ORGAIIIZATIOITS  BEGIilS   oai  LOAIJS   of   15   ORGAillZA- 

OPEllATIIiG  COLLEGE   LOAiJ  FUIIDS  TIOHS  to   C0LL:.GE   STUDENTS 


Interest  Kate 

L'uniber   of  Clubs 

3  percent 

1 

4  percent 

3 

5  percent 

1 

6  percent 

7 

Ho  interest 

2 

Hot  r^iven 

1 

Tirae    Interest  Becins 

Nuinber 
of  Clubs 

Date   of  Making 

6 

Time  Position 
Secured 

1 

Ilaturity  of  llote 

2 

Ylhen  Leaving   School 
1  Year  after  Date 
of  Loan 

3_ 

1 

ilo  interest 

2 

Eleven  of  the   organizations   charged  siiiiyle   interest.      In  tvro  cases 
the   interest  T;as   compounded;   and  two   others   charged  no  interest. 

Ordinarily,   the  note  must  be   sig?;ied  by  two  other  persons.      In  some 
cases  a  parent  is   accepted;    in  others   it  must  be  a  person  unrelated  but 
one  who   ovms  property  in  the   city.      In  all,   a  total  of  approxiLately 
02,180,00  ivas   given  in  scholarships  to   college    students  hy  Dallas 
organizations   in  1936,     Loan  funds  a:nounted  to  approximately  ^12,020,03; 
;>485,45  \vas   loaned  to  high  school   students;    and  0200,00  was   given  as 
scholarships   in  dramatic  and   speech  training  schools.      In  some   instances 
the   recipients   of  these   loans   lived   outside  the   city  lii.iits,   in  either 
adjoining  suburban  areas   or  independent   school  districts. 

Information  T/as   often  volmiteored  as   to  the   difficulties   in  the 
administration  of  these   student  aid  programs,   several  clubs   indicating 
difficulties   in  the   collecting  of  former  loans  and   others   revealing  the 
handicaps   of  inaccurate  records,   or   of  the   clianges   in  administration  from 
year  to  year.     The  difficulties  have   caused  souie  former  organizations  not 
included  in  these   totals  to  discontinue  the   loan  funds.     One   club  has 
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temporarily  withdraim  student  aid  to  allow  the   loan  fund  to  accumulate 
to  a  point  ixhere   the   interest  miay  be   [;iven  as   a  scholarship. 

Section  6,     Services  Uot  ElseTvhere   Classified 

One  men's   service   club  has  a  pro;:;ram  vj-hich  aims  at  the  develop- 
ment  of  citizenship  and  vjhose   activities  took  the   form  of  a  prize 
essay  contest  among  R.O.T.C,  boys   in  Dallas. 

A  iToman's   club  has  as   its   interest  the   conservation  of  living 
forms   of  nature,   and  furnishes   lecturers  to  public   schools   or  youth 
groups   of  all  races. 

The  Dallas   Council   of  Parent-Teacher  Associations  has   for  the 
last  tvTo  years   sponsored  amon^  its  monber  groups   interest  in  the 
development   of  bach-yard  play  areas   or  floirer  gardens.     These   groups 
Yj-ork  through  the   schools   in  i-teresting  children  in  those   projects. 
A  further  direct  service   rovLdored  on  the  part  of  some   of  these    local 
groups   is   the   attempt  to  interest  other  parents   and  the   community  in 
the  problems   of  youth. 

The   Parent  Education  work  sponsored  by  the    School  Board   is   often 
in  connection  rdth  the  programs   of  these  groups. 

All   of  these   services  vhich  directly  or  indirectly  affect  the 
attitud3s,   interests,   or  relationships   of  youth  are   butaxamples   of 
the  varying  picture  iThich  these   organizations  present  vAen  considered 
together. 

Section  7 «     Summary  and  C one lus i ons 

The  value   of  the   services  rendered  by  the  47  organizations   report- 
ing is   fully  appreciated  by  those   concerned  vdth  gathering  this   inform- 
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ation.   w'ith  this  in  miiid,  'ne   may  turn  oui-  attention  to  -iTays  in  v.4iich 
the  energies  expended  might  profitably  be  re-directed.   Table  197  pre- 
sents a  summary  of  the  information  given  in  the  preceding  facts. 

An  examination  of  the  Table  shows  that  these  47  organizations  spon- 
sored 73  programs  or  rendered  in  many  cases  more  than  one  type  of  ser- 
vice,  oeventy  of  these  services  were  primarily  for  white  youth;  in  only 
6  instances  were  Kegroes  served;  and  in  only  2  were  services  r'endered 
to  all  racial  groups  alike.   No  services  were  rendered  exclusivoly  for 
the  iilexican  group.   Forty  programs  were  for  both  boys  and  girls.   Twenty- 
four  were  for  male  only  and  14  for  girls  only.   This  is  sufficient  evi- 
dence that  these  services  were  in  no  measure  evenly  distribubed  according 
to  race  and  sex» 

TABLE  197— SmE'ARY  TABLE  OF  ACTT/ITY  PROGRAilS  OF  47  ADuXT  ORGANIZATIONS 
FOR  DALLAS  YOUTH 


Number 
of 


Race  and  Sex  of  Youth  Groups  Served 


Type  of     Organ-   Vfliite,  Non-  ',?nite.  In-  TJhrte,  ^ 

iza-     Mexican  Only  eluding     Negroes  Only  Hexican, 

Activity     tions   Mexicans &  Negro 

Spon-  Male  Fe-  Both           Male  Fe-  Both  Both 
soring  Only  malo  Sex-  Both  Sexes  Only  male  Sex-  Sexes 
Only  es Only  es 


?otal 


78 


Recreation  24 
Material 

Needs  10 

Health  9 
Guidance  and 

Employment  9 

Student  Aid  23 
Miscellan- 

sous  3 


11 


35 


10 


•598- 


Some  youth  gi'oups  ars  boiiir  considerod  r.ioro   often  than   others. 
Table   1S8  shoirs  the  distribution  of  vro^^rc^ztis  accordin,-;  to  the   f;roups 
served, 
TABLC    198 YOUTH  GHOUPS   SJRYLD  BY  47  J'JiULT   0RGiiI!I2..'TI0NS 


ihuuber   of  Orgcjiiza- 

IJane   of  Croup  tions   Sponsoring 

Activities   for  Youth 

ili  d-Ts  cT^oT  S  tude  ntl  28 

Colle^^e   students  22 

Crippled  children  4 

Y.i;:.C,A.  4 

llGT.sbcys    Club  of  the   Y.L.C.A,  4 

3  07"  Scouts  3 

Little   Drothei's   of  th^   Bi^;  Brothers   of  Dallas  3 

Boys  and  ,';^irls   of  '.or;t  Dallas  1 

Boys   Industrial  Hone  2 

Orphanage  s  1 

IJo  specific   group  6 


riTo  groups  received  more   attention  than  any  of  the    others,  name- 
ly the   iii^h   school  smd  college    students.     This   apparent   overloading  is 
due  to  the  fact  that   14  p..rent   cltibs   of  the  hi;^;h  scliools  rrere   contacted 
and  that  a  special   studjr  v.^as  made   of  financial  aids    bo  college   students. 
Outside   of  scholarships  aiid.   loan  funds,   only  one   club  serves   college 
youth.      It  idll  be   noted  that  no  girls'    groups   i-eceivod  particular 
attention.     Crippled   children,  ::iember3   of  the   Y.h.C.r'i,,    of  the   Bo"/  Scouts, 
of  the  hc-.Tsboys   Club,   and   of  the   Little  Brothers   of  the   Big  Brothers   Club 
Trere  most  frequently  benefited. 

In  addition  to  -'diese   quantitative   aspects,   q^iestiomiaires   revealed 
certain  other  facts,     rirst,    other   than  the   feir  Parent-Teacher  Associations 
who  direct  their  energies   for  the  development   of  cor.imunity   inberest,  the 
majority  of  these   organizations  are   concerned   in  rendering  material 


assistanco   axid  entertaininj^,  school  rroups,     Tl::;   groups   entertained  in- 
cluded athletic  teaus,   pop   squads,   the   R.O.T.C,  and,   in  ferrer   instances, 
the   ili-Y,   Girl  Reserves,   and   similar    orgaiiizations ,      In  ix)t  a   sinr^le 
instance  v;as  there   recordod  an  eutertainiaent  for  a   scholastic   society. 
This  Tfould   indicate   that  the  value   of  scholastic  attaimnent   is  not  being 
stressed  either  to  the  nembers   of  the   Paront-Toacher  Associations   or  to 
the  youth  gra^.ps  they  are    seeking  to  serve.     One  vrould  e:cpect  this  to  be 
almost  the  principle  activity  of  an  Association  so  intii:iately  connected 
mth  the   schools. 

Little  attention  lias  been  given  to  the   large   groups   of  youth  \rho 
either  tlTcugli  necessity,   di  since  rest,    or    lack  of  ability  have  dropped 
their  forinp.!  educatio::,      iheso,    lacking  as  they  do   the    face-to-face 
associations -of  the   school  as  -.Tell  as   the   curricular  activities,  vrould 
seen  in  greater  need  thcji  any  obherr.   of  rocreabion,   guidance,   and  em- 
ployment   assistance.     The  m.erc  fact  that   ordinarily  they  are   not  members 
of  any  groi-To    and   lack  associations  vath  any  institutions  r.iakes   them  more 
difficult  to  reach,  but  illustrates  their   greater  need. 

Concentration  is    likevn.se   fovtnd   on  the   lovrer  age   levels  v/ith  an 
apparent   oversight   of  the  fact  that  the   group   fran   18  through  24  has 
vathin  it  many  members   in  need   of   ^i.i  dance,  recreational  facilities,   and 
group  association.     Heedless  to  say,   there   are   probaoly  ;;iany  irdividuals 
in  this    age   group  vrho   are  not  in  need   of    service,     nevertheless,   as   other 
portions   of  the   text   illustrate,   large   groups   could  profit   imneasurably 
from  leadership  and   guidance  to   assist  then  in  a   group   approach  to  coram.on 
pr  ob  lems  , 


7occ-tlor.al  G-uidance 

The   ra^jidly  chan^in,"-  cliaracter  of  our  econo:r.ic   system  makes   the 
future   frau^lit  mtli   uncert.iinty  and  decreases  the    security  of  any  job, 
T.ils   change,   accentmted  dvirii:g    depression  years  vmen  nany  t;/pes   of  vrark, 
altho^igh  badly  needed   fron  tis    corimui--ity  point  of  iriev,  failed  to  produce 
sufficient   incoTne   to   juctifjr  entering  then,   has   increased  the   difficulties 
of  vocational   [.,uidance.     These  uncertainties  have   lilzeTdse   increased  the 
need  for   such  advice.     Four  adult  clubs  o.re   making  an  attenpt  to  assist 
youth  in  meeting  this   problem.      Their  efforts   crjinot,  hovrever,   be   truly 
called  vocational  guidance,  for  vocational   guidance    ijnplies  a   detailed 
study   of  tiie   aptitudes   of  eacli  individual  and  a  knoi/ledge   of  work  op- 
portunities  and   income  possibilities  available.      It   is    only  \rith  tiiis 
knoTj-ledge  ths.t  the   individual   can  be   assisted  in  nia]':ing  an  intelligent 
choice.      The   activities   of  th3   clubs  have   been  largely  to  furnish  speakers 
coiicerning  a  ILmited  number   of    professions  or  businesses.     The  value   of 
this   service   is    lar^ly  lost  because  tlie    schools   have  not  yet  made   any 
e::tensive   use   of  aptitude  testing. 

One  Dallas   club  has   initiated  a  .j  do   ana,lysis  survey  and   has  dis- 
tributed questionnaires  to  representative  people  in  a  variety  of  pro- 
fessions.     If  the  responses  to  this   qu.estionnaire  are    aifficiently  com- 
plete ^nd   ansTrered  vdih    sufficient  accuracy'",   the    sun-'ejr  can  prove   of   great 
value.      It   should  reveal  to  the   high  school   student  the   education,   train- 
ing and  -personal  qualifications  ssseritial  T;hen  follov.dng  each  of   the   occu- 
pr.tions   covered. 

Before  discussing  other  phases    aC  the  pro^,rams  presented,   it  vrauld 
be  T/ell  to  ex3.mine   the  responses  ^  iven  to  the   cuostions  concaming  diffi- 
culties  in  adjuinistoring  the  prcgrai.:,   and  to  services  needed  but  not 
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provided  for  youth.   Tables  19'.'  and  200,  based  upon  responses  to  questions 
11  and  12  in  Form  AS-1,  represent  a  more  or  loss  arbitrary  classification 
of  these  difficulties  and  services.   Insofar  as  possible,  the  exact  words 
of  the  person  answering  the  quest iomiaire  iiave  been  included. 

Ilany  of  these  difficulties  arc  laid  to  deficiencies  in  the  present 
school  system.   That  it  is  inflexible,  that  it  lacks  intelligent  presenta- 
tion of  health  and  sex  information  in  the  high  schools,  that  it  lacks  a  suf- 
ficiency of  vocational  education,  and  that  it  discriminates  ar^ainst  racial 
groups  are  a  part  of  these  criticisms.   It  is  difficult  to  place  the  blame 
for  such  deficiencies.  A  further  discussion  of  the  system  vj-ill  be  found  in 
other  portions  of  the  report  .  Nevertheless,  an  increase  in  the  opportuni- 
ties for  such  groups  to  gain  an  intimate  knowled^^e  of  exactly  what  the  schools 
are  trying  to  do  and  exactly  what  the  limitations  in  any  direction  are,  as 
vrell  as  the  opportunity  for  scliool  officials,  both  administrative  and  policy- 
making, to  know  in  what  v;ays  these  groups  feel  the  system  is  inadequate, 
should  lead  to  better  understanding  and  promote  some  ox  the  chan^,es  to  be 
desired. 

TABLE  199— CHIEF  DIF?ICJI/n':S  .aCOUiJTERED  BY  ADULT  OKGANIZAT IONS  IN  AD- 
MINISTERING THEIR  PnOGr:J\i.S  FOR  YOUTH 


Number  of  Clubs 
Difficulties Mentioning 


Lack  of  Proper  Education 
"Ignorance  on  part  of  parents"  1 

"Poorly  trained  staff"  1 

"Indifference  and  ignorance  of  the  public  toward,  and 

of  nature  and  its  conservation"  1 


Ineffective  i^eadership 
"Lack  of  community  interest,  especially  in  the 

matter  of  finding  suitable  Big  Brothers"  1 

"Insufficient  leadership"  3 

"Lack  of  precedence  in  guiding  students" 1_ 

Lack  of  Community  Co-operation 
"Lack  of  comriiun.ity  resources"  1 

"Lack  of  interest  of  parents  in  school  and  young  people"        3 


'Inflexible  scliool  system 
L  discri 
Ling  homes  for  boys  over  12  who  are 


"Race  prejudice  and  discriMnation  on  part  of  School  Board"      1 
"Difficulty  in  finding  homes  fc   ' 


without  homes 


Financial  Uifficyltieg  ,  o 
"Need  of  more  financial  resources  g 
"Difficulty  in  collection  of  loans" 1. 

Other —                 "'.,.."   ^ .   It  n 

"Small  number  of  boys  interesced  m  dramaoics i_ 

1,   Part  Three,  pp.  19-29, 


bL. 


bOB'  •,.' 


}.(jh9  i£aoi&aoo\' 


10^  X^^lau&toqqo  arid- 
raw  tf-^xlw  ni.  wo 
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TABUJ    200 S:n"V'ICD3  YOUTH  ii::...D,   but  \A\lch  ADULT   OiiG/n  li^iiTIOITS  Aiffi 

i:OT   ;J0UIPPJD  to  OFR-ul 

""^"     --        -. -— -  Nuriber   oi?  Clubs 

_        Service  I;eGd.e_d rientioning  __ 

Recrec-tion  ojid   Leisure  Time  i''c.cilities 
"Better  recreation  facilities  j?or  the  muter  months"  1 

"Good  clubs  for  boys  and  girls"  2 

"Playground   equipment  for   children  of  "est  Dallas  1 

"Tiorkshop  iThore  boys   can  putter"  1 

"Recreational  and   study  facilities  for  boys  vlio  are 

unable  to  pay  fees"  2 

"rore  dramatic   facilities  for  youth  over   20  years   of  age"  1 

"Better  recre^.tional  ic.cilities   in  their   oivn  noir^hborhoods"  1 

"ite£reat_ion  in  the__  s^ioo_l  'o^^^d^i^-Gs.  j-.^sup.s^XM.^A". . ^- 

Training  and  Education 
"Training  of  school  teachers   and  club   leaders   in  nature   study"   1 
-"Education  for   crippled  children"  1 

*  "Opportunities  for   special  training  of  those   interested 

in  dramatics"  1 

"Health  edxication  in  the   high  schools"  1 

"Intelligent  presentation  of  r.ex  problems   in  high  school"  1 

"Vocational  training  and   apprenticeships"  1 

"^■^ore    loan  funds  f  or    h'e_gr_oe_s_  vri- s_hinr^ ;i30_  go_ t o_  college" 1 

..•ipadorship.   Guidance,  and  Placement 

"More   adult    leadership"  1 

"Voco.tional  guidance' 


"Person  to  supervise   delr iquents"  1 

"Visiting  teachers"  1 

"Assistance   in  solvin;^ individual  o^i^p^loyment  problems_"_ „2____ 

ConmiunTby"  "Co~ope  rat  i  on 
"Closer  coitact  "idth  home   in  order  to  educa-be  parents  as  to 
benefits   of  an  ediication  for  their  children  and  to  en- 
couraf"e   children  to  enter  grotvp  activities  as   clubs  and 
eventually  to  the   benefits   of  _c-fip   li/°.".  ^  . _^— J-_ 

Highly  specialized  educat  .on,   such  as  dramatics  ajad  nature   study,   is 
pointed  out  as   lacks.      That  these    lachs   exis::   is  evident,  but  a  program 
for   filling   such  needs    sliov.ld  be   fostered  idth  a  perspective    of  the 
greater  need   or  needs   of  larger  groups, 

A  sx^cial  problem  is  th.-.t  of  cQitinuing  the  education  of  children 
v;ho  are  ^lospitaliaed  or  convalescing  under  conditions  -./hich  T/ould  mate 
possible  their  caitinued   study.     As   far  as  could  be  detemined,   the   only 
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approach  to  this   probleK  locally  has  been  the   Occupc.tional  Therapy 
Divisions   of  the   Scottiph  liite  Hospital  and   Baylor  Univertjity  ^^ospital, 
Hei-e  volunteer   or  paid  teaohsrs   coidd  rssist  many  childrsn  in  keeping 
abreast   of  their  v.-crk  during  the  periods   of   absence  from  regular 
classes,     ror   some   this  Eu.y  :.ieau  a  period   of  several  ^roars. 
Recreational  and   Leisuro   Tiiae_  Facilities* 

Table   200  indicates  that  :mny  orr^anizations  have   realized  tlie  need 
for  physical   facilities   and  e::.te-ided  services  to  meet  recreational  needs. 
It  vrould  seem  obvious,   therefore,  tliat  creator  benefit   coxiLd  be  derived 
by  youth  if  money  norr  expended  for  holiday  entertainzaents   or  celebrations 
vrere  devoted  to  this  purpose.     The  devotion  of  more   energy  in  the   direction 
of  good   clubs  for   both  boys  and  ^irls   ±A  greatly  to  be   desired. 

The  lach  of  adult  leadership,  v;hich  is  fo-.md  as  a  difficulty  in  the 
advancement  of  prcgr'-i-s  sponsored  hy  -Uiese  orgcni  rat  ions  and  group  vrorlc 
agencies,  can  be  attributed  to  a  •■''-umbor   of  factors: 

1)  liiny  aspects   of    leadership  are  becoming  so   highly  developed 
in  the   iTiatter  of   techniques  that  they  can  be   done   only  by 
the   professional. 

2)  Public  schools   often  fail  to  prcnride  group  activities  vrhich 
stimulate   and  develop  leadership  potentialities. 

3)  All  too   frequently  tl-e   agency  or    organization  complaining   of 
lach  of   leadership  has  failed  either    in  the   interpretation 
of  its   purposes   to  those  Trh.o  might  share   tlese  goals,   or  to 

plan  for  th3   use   of   leadership  in  a  vray  that   does  not  make 
the  bm-den  too  hoa-v^. 

Tito  adult    organizations   in  Dallas  have   devised  plans  in  coniiection 

VTith  the  Y.h.C.A,  v.'Mch  function  veiy  -Tell.     Those  plans,  by  one   of  v.-hich 

members   of  a  group  furnished  trans poi-tati on  to  boys   for  clinical   service, 

and  -che   other  provided  supervision  on  a  vreekly  ca-;^  ni^ht,   involve 
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possibilities   for  rotating  responsibility  anong  nembers  02id   opportunitie- 
to  devote  v?j-yin^  amounts   of  tine.      In  tMs  way,  the  lumber  can  Give   as 
much  time   as   his  oxra  affairs  idll  permit  -:ithout  tlie  responsiil^ity  be- 
cominr;  too  heavy. 

Too  frequently  the   reports   of  these   organizO-tLons   reveal  that  youth 
problems  are  approached  as  phenomena  disassociated  from  adult   life,     A 
clearer  understand! log   of  tlie    relationship  bet^.Teen  youth  and  adult  prob- 
lems  sho^ild    lead  both  youth  and  adult    groups  to  rrork  together  for  the 
solution  of  problems  \Thich    in  many  respects  are   comi.ion. 

Many  organizations  lia.ve  revealed  that    they  are  unav/are   of  the    status 
of  other  programs   in  the  city  and  \re   find  that  many  of  the  values  iThich 
might  be   gained  by  a   cormiou  approach  to  probler^s  are   lost.     The   first 
steps   toivD-rd  bringing  aboub    a  closer  understanding  have  been  taken  in 
the   organization  of  the  various   sections   of  the   nev/  Council   of   Social 
Agencies    (projected  in  •'-'ecembcr   1935),     This   organization  is  not  as   yet 
all-inclusive  nor  fully  effective.     Some   scheme  vrhereby  representatives 
of  these   organizations  might  bring  to  the   total  membership  a  pictm'e   of 
v;hat  each  agency   in  the   ci'ty   is  trying  to  do  vrould  do  much  to  clear  up 
misimderstandings,     Org.vnisations   should  both  be   prepared'.to  state   to 
other  groups  -.-'hat  they  are  trying  to  do  in  the  city,   and  to  vrolcome 
representatives   of  other  grovps  v,iio   could  explain  their  programs.     Rep- 
resentatives might  then  m.eet  f  cr    cojnmon  discussion  under  some   such 
auspices   as  an  increased  and  more   inclusive   ccuncil. 
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0ns   cannot  help  but  feol,  T/iien  vier.dn;^  tine    -varied  activities  of  these 
organizations,  th:.t  many  are   liiaited  because   they  are  based  on  a  philosophy 
of  social  service  iTlich  has  failed  to  deepen  or  to  take   accoujit   of  the 
developments   of  that   profession  in  the    last  tv/enty  years.     During  this 
tine    social   service  has  developed  techniques   for  discovering  and  treating, 
or  at   least  calling  attention  to,  the   root   causes   of   numy  of    our  social 
ills.     All  too   often  these  adult   organizations  are  treating  symptons 
vri-thout   seeing  tte    causes  and  the   proble!?.s   continue   rather  than  decrease 
in  spite   of  their  efforts.     This  ixiy  in  part  be  due  to  the  difficulty 
iThich  social  service  :/orkers   find  in  interpreting  theii-  nor:  methods   and 
vmderstandiiig  to  the  public.      One   can  o::ly  hope  that  these   adult  organi- 
zations ivdll  encourage   social  vork.ers  to   interpret  more  freely  and  more 
adequately  to  the   members   of  their   ovm  organizations. 

Sujnxrarizing  the   information  gained  frCTn.  the    questionnaire,   one  may 
point   out  the   follor.dng  facts: 

1)  Mexican  and  Hegro  youth  are  not   receiving   'die   proportion  of 
the   energy  of  these   organizations  vrhich  the  problems   and  needs 
presented  by  these   groups  -vrould  justify, 

2)  There   is  a  cQicenti'ation  upon  the   in-school  and  under -eighteen 
age   group,  v.hercas   those  out  of  school  and  not   members   of 
social   groups  are   even  more  in  need  of  attention. 

3)  The  Parent-Teacher  Association  -  is  failing  to   give  Taiat   one 
might   consider  a  reasaiable   portion  of  its  time  ani   attention 
to   actual  cixricului?.  conbent  and  scholastic  achievement, 

4)  The  neiTly  devised  professional  tech-iicues  of  vocational  guidance 
T.'iiich  v.'ould  add  matci-ially  to  the  values  of  groups  vj-ith  programs 
in  this   field  are  noc  being  employed. 

5)  Inadequate  records  and  changing  personnel  fror.;  year  to  year  tend 
to  handicap  the   adiiiinistration  of  loans   and  scholarships.     A 
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central   coimnittee  for   invsstiii;a.-tion  and  recomriendation  of  appli- 
cants to  all   [groups   offeri--r  loans  might  prove   beneficial  both  to 
those   offering   loans  and  also  to  the  applicants. 

6)  Enerries  noi;  devoted  to  entertaiiiments  might  be   used  in  ways  to 
produce  more    lasting  bOxiefits. 

7)  Lack  of  Imovj-ledge   of  eixii^jting  services   rendered  by  other  groLips 
and  agencies   exists,   but   could  be  met  through  more  adequate 
interpretation  by  these  agencies  and  a  more   receptive  attitude 
toi:i3.rd   such   information, 

6)      Organiz-'.tions   are  nob    approaching  their  coriaon  problems   in  a 
united  v.-ay,   but   'cliis  may  be   overcome, 

C)     These   organiza-'d.  ens    com:.ionly  do  something   "for"  youth,   rather 
than  the  more   valuable   something   "with"  youth. 


/  GEIHIRAL  COI.CLUSIOIIS 

In   uhe  be^;iniiin^  oi'  this  Study,  vro   fou::d  it  nscesscvry,   \2  vro  were  to 

^o  beyond  pure   deGcripiion,   to  er.tablish   certai."i  criteria  d.s  to  r/hat  tjb 

,,ui[^ht  reasonably  Q:rpoct  youth  to  be   and  to  possess.      Firat   on  the    list  ims 

That   youth  desiring  vrorl:  should  h^ve   an  opportunity 
vdiich  gives  not  onlj'  steady,   secure,   and  increasing 
income  j.iaking  possible  a  constantly  risin^  standard 
of   livin;^,   but  also  the    satisfaction  'at  creative  em- 
ployi'iient. 

As   our  Study  prc^ressed,   evory  evidence  pointed  to  the   fact  that   it 
Yra.s  the   extent  and  the  iianner  to  i;hich  this  vifas  fulfilled  that  determined 
more   than  an3'-thin^,  else  rrhether  and   in  r/hat  v/ay  the   other  problens  and 
needs   could  be  net.     Actually,  we  found  that  23.5/o  of  the  Tdiite   youth, 
38,12^  of  the   ilegro  youth,   and  -iG.Slfo  of  the  iiezcican  youth  v;cre   totally 
without   jobs,   or  had   only  relief  or  pojrt-time  work.     This  neaiis  that  to 
meet  this  problem  in  Dallas  alone,  more   than  11,000  full-time   jobs  would 
be  needed. 

Nor  does   the   possession  of  a  job  mean  that   this   problem  has  been 
solved,   for  our  '..'age  and  Horn's   Study  revealed  a  i.Edian  hourly  T/ago   of 
(..27  for  the  total   group,   •.•2oo  for  the  vrhite ,   and  v.lbo  for  iJegro  and 
I'exican  youth. 

The   absence   of  a  job  may  not,   of  coxa-se,  mean  serious  economic  pri- 
vation.     It  may  mean  only  a  I'Oriod  of  prolonged  dependence   and  idleness 
in  formative   years  when  work  skills  mjLght  be   acquired,  and  the   normal 
functioning  of  independent  fcmily  life   otherwise  would  begin.      In  other 
cases,    it  means   not   only   living   on  a  plane  far  below  anything  approaching 
health  and  decency,  but  the  inability  to  participate   in  educctknrl  programs. 
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nomr.l  recre:,.-cio'-s,   and  religious   obsorvancos. 

It   is   the   atj.itude  to  this   pro^jlei.i   of  unGmplo;,a-ient,    lovr  i/ages,   and 
lonj;  hours  that  detemines  vaore  than  all  else,  the    chcracten  and  extent 
of   other   services  v/-hich  youtJ:  need.      If  the   position  be   taken  tha'c,   un- 
pleo.sant  thou(_,h  thei;e  i.iay  be,  they  arc   consequences  v/'hich  nust  be   endured 
in  order   to  preserve  the    "natural"  functioning  of  a  fi-ee  econonic   order, 
then  all   other  progrojis  for  youth  can  do   little  more  than  rolia'\re  tli.e 
more  acute   distresses  that   iiievltably  follov;. 

If,    on  the   other  hand,:  it   is  held  that  t'.e    opportunitj^  to  -rori:  at 
reasonable  vra^es   is  a  right  that  should  not  be   denied,  and  that   the 
restoration  of  that  ri^ht    is  hi.u.ianly  possible,   then  the  means   of   solving 
other  problems  becomes  r.iucii  more   apparent. 

It   is  because   only  a  viev:  th.\t  root  difficulties   can  be   solved  seems 
compatible  T,rith  the   charge   to  develop  a   "comprehensive  progrcjTi  for  youth", 
that  as   other  problems  are  reviev.-Gd  in  this   section,    suggestions   for 
meeting  them  are  based  upon  the  prcsvnption  th^t  first  efforts  t.111  be 
devoted  to  the   provision  of  em.ployi.ient  and  reasonable   income. 

It   seems    logical  to   suppose   that  mininu:;:  i.^a^e   and  maximvim  hour 
regulo-tion,    sufficiently  broad  in  scope   to   include   domestic    service   and 
casiml  em.ploynents  norr  mar]:ed  by  r/a'-.es  as   1o\t  as   four  cents  -per  hour   in 
some   cases  and  \rorlz  rreehs   of  a  hundred  hours,  vrould  be   follov/ed  by  an 
increase    of  iTorl:  opportunities   and  thus  benefit  both  employed  and  unem- 
ployed  groups, 

Sii-.iilarly,   if  ^rays   are   found  to  employ  these  youth,   in  cither  public 
or  -orivate   emplo^naents  that  hold   incentives   to  the   acquirement   of  vrorl: 


skills  J  tlien  the  means  is  provided  to  more  -.acarly  approach  a  second 

objective. 

That  his  personal  dcvelopnont   should  be   carried  to 
the  highest  potential. 

yfe   cannot  believe  that  this  is  being  accomplished  so  lon^  as  the 
inajority   of  youth    (53,7fo  of  the  vrhites,   o9,72)o'  of  the  Negroes,   aiid  65,7/0 
of  the  Eexicans)   stop   school  because  thBy   can  no   longer  afford  to  continue,    " 
or  because   they  a.re  not  interested  in  a  curriculum  that   is   oveniielmingly 
academic • 

Llien  ttese   facts     are   combined  \rith  the   extent   of  interest  in  voca- 
tion-al  education,   it  appears  tloat  a  vrork  progrcj-i  carrying  sufficient  com- 
pensation,  and  v/hose   objective    is  the  training   of  youth  for  socially 
desirable   occup..it  ions,  r-hich  the  youth  is  both  competent  and  content  to 
perform,   is  not   only  the  m.ost   reasonable   approach  to  these   problems,  but 
the   one   m.ost   in  line  mt?i  the   interests   and   concerns   of  the   youth. 

If  a  third   objective. 

That  he   should   share   in  common  tlio   ideals   and  the 
responsibilities   of  community  life, 

is   accepted  and    if  •Ic.cl:  of  sov.ial  knov/ledge   and   ignorajice  of  the   tech- 
niques  of  social  action  v;^.ich  vre   fnund  in  almost  all  cases,  are  aclnaowledgedj 
then  still  further   gains  m_ifjit  be  no-do   by  using  the  interests   in  rrork  and 
Y;-ork  skills   as  the   channel  for  a  necessary/  social  enlightenment   of  the 
individual. 

In  outlining  this   program,  Tre  liave  not  been  unav/are   of  the   necessity 
of  preventing,    insofar  as  possible,  the   unem.pl oyment,   lack  of  education, 
and   social  unav/areness   from  perpetuating  themselves*     VJhile   it    is  true 
that  public   schools  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the   education   of  a 


-410- 

child   so   lon^  as  there   is  not  sufficient   income   in  the   home   to  keep  the 
child   in  school,   and  that  trr.ining  for  positions  vrhicli  do   not   erist   is  a 
futile   gesture,  even  under  present  circumntances  the  na.jority  of  r/hite 
youth  can  be   expected  to  remain  in   school  through  the  tenth  rr:.de, 
Tihile  ive  predicate  tie    folloy.T.n j  on  tl-e    ass-'oiaption  that  vrorlc  opportunities 
and   reasonable  r/aros   can  be   secured  for  all,  we  believe  public   education, 
i/ithout  v/aitin^  for  tliat  eventuality,   should  immediately  intensify  its 
efforts: 

1)  To  equip  youth  for  the  primary  task  of  majjing  a   living.      This 
means  not  only  vocational  training  and  a  direct  relationship 
betvreen  school  and  vrork  experience,   but  assisting   the  youth  in 
critically  evaluating  his    oim  abilities,  his  resoiircesj^  and  the 
available  job  opportunities,  and  in  planning  his    total  experi- 
ence,     (Less   than  15/i  of  the  youth  intervievred  had  received 
vocational  advice,  and  verv   foi?  shorred  a  critical  analysis   of 
their  ovm  unenplojnnent   or  unsatisfactory  placement  combined  tdth 
a  vigorous  attempt  to  develop  their  o-vm  potentialities,) 

2)  At  those   critical  periods   at  irliich  a   large  nui.ibor   of  youth   find 
it  difficult  to  continue    school,   or  grov  most  restive  under  an 
academic   curriculum,   there    should  be  a  progrojii  for  this   group 
that  provides  possibilities   of  part-time  vrork  with  training 
values,   and  an  atte  n^st   to   obtain  maximum  educational  values 
ivith  the  minimvim.  of  class-room  routine.     The  JTYA  Student  Aid 
Program  is   a  partial  ansvror  to  this   need,  and  the    revr  apprentice- 
ship Trork  of  the   Technical  High  School  •'■still  more   so.     Ho  matter 
at  -".yliD-t  point  the  youth  loaves   school,   he   shouH    leave  with  an 
interest,   fostered  and  directed  by  the   schools,  to  continue   his 
development  through  the  judicious  use   of  the  available  resources — 
part-time  education,   the  public   library,  and  group  associations, 
(At  present  not  moro  than  one-fourth  of  the   youth  use   the   lioraiy 
in  a  month,    less   than  ono-fourth  have   group  associations,  and  less 
than  one-tenth  are  studj'-in^;  part-time.) 

o)  If  our  interpretation  of  interviews  is  correct,  the  role  most  youth 
fill  vrith  tte  grec.test  fecdsquaey  is  that  of  functiaiing  citizenship, 
and  the  public   schools  kive   a  further  task  of   re-emphasis,  and  the 


1,     On  September  15,   193  7,  the   announcement  \ras  made  that   30  students 
would  be   allovred  to  vrork  f  cur  hours   in  certain  trades,  and  contin^ie 
three  hours  school  woi'-c   each  day. 
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development   of  actual  purticipatiort  in  deiuocrctic   processes   of  y 

socio.l  acbion» 

Unless  the  coi-nmunity  has,   haiTever,  a   geiierai  coicffrn  for  tJie  economic 
vrelfaro   of  the   individual  and  a   serioun  desire,   equally  rddespread,   that 
de-nocratic  processes   funtf^ion,    it   is  nobiJo-   be   ejcpccted  that  public   schools 
mil  succeed   in  these  directions.      In  evalu.^tin;;  jroup  work  agencies  and 
the   youth   services   of   private    orranizations,  we   have    suggested  the  necessity 
of  a  reciprocal  arrangement  by  ■'fliich  those   charged  \ath  the   administration 
of  all  public   soi-vices   should   seek  the  advice  and  corct'ldence   of  those 
groups   for  their  programs,  and  that   those   shr.ll,   in  turn,    give  their 
support. 

In  stress iiig  the   compiiomentj.ry  na.ture   of  tlis    relationship  between 

work  and  education,  we  have   attcv.-pted  to   lay  the   groundT/ork  for  a  third 

objective,  which  v/e   expressed  bj'"  saying: 

There    should  be    opportunities   for    creative  use    of 
leisure  that  are  v..ried,   interesting,   and  personally 
satisfying, 

for  irhat   constitutes  a  perso^r.lly  satisfactory  recreabioii  depends  upon 
for  what  elerrcnts   in  the  vrork  situ..tion  there  mu&t  be   compensation  or 
substitution,   and  to  what   e:ctont  appreciations   have   been  heightened  by 
a   school  ejzperience.      The   fact  that  Job  opportunities   in.  cities   have 
attracted  youth   into  strange   siiarraindings   of  relative   isola*;ion,   and 
*itfjt  public   schools   have   failed  to  establish  for  a   large  number  an  inter- 
est  in  the   resources   of  the  public   library  are  but  two   of  the  Liaiiy 
examples   of  this   repeated  in  our  findings. 

So   individual  does  tlB   iTiatter  appear  that  the   solution  to  recreation 
problems   seem.s  to   lie   in  laaking  easily  accoGsiblo,   in  terms   of  both 
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distance  and   cost,   the  widest  possible   ro-iige   of   T^iolsso^iie   activities, 
and  alloT/inr  the  youth  freedom  of  choice.     There   are,   of  coiu'so,   certain 
points  at  which   special   services   can  be   rendered,    such  as: 

1)  The  development   of  scheraes  by  T.iiich  the  youth  moving  to  the   city 
or  to  a  different  pcjrt  of  tte    city  can  easily  establish  associ- 
ations vTith  youth  of   both  se:;ces   under  pleasant  and  natural  cir- 
cui.istances, 

2)  Providing  for  the   in-school  youth  actual  e::poriences   in  as  many 
as  possible   of  tiie  tjpes  of   recreation  that    can  be   carried  on 
in  post-school  days, 

3>),,    Providing;  inspiration  and  :;uidance   for   groups   to  inaugurate 
imaginative  and  diversified  recreations  for   themselves  by 
co-operative  effort. 

In  this  connection,   it  might  be   added  that   the   chief  criticism  of 
those   organizations  using  recreational  programs   to  attain  certain  edu- 
cational,  social,   and  moral  values  has  been  that  they  have   failed  to 
provide   sufficiently  diverse   activities   to  be   adaptable   to   lovr  income 
groups,   or  to  provide  acti'd-ties  that   sustain  interests  for  more   than 
a  lim.ited  period, 

Geventh  on  the    list  of  measurements   of  \A\at  \ie  might  expect   of  and 

for  youth  vfas : 

That  his  personal  habits  and  his   environment  should 
be   conducive  to  sound  physical  and  mental  health. 

From  the   Real  Property  Inventory  rre   found  that  in  lOS'l-  there  v;ere 

1,095   occupied  diTOlling  units  unfit  f cr   use,   and   8,925  needing  major 

repairs,   and  that   of  all  units   in  t/iis   condition,   40,32^0  rrere  rented 

for  less  than  OlG.OO  per  month,   demonstrating  that  such  condi'cions  are 

a  problem  of  poverty,'-  to  be   solved   only  by  greater  purchasing  povrer  through 

higher  vreiges   or    lower  rent. 
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The   extensivencss   of  such  conditionn  as  a  nenace  to    che   v.-elfare   of 
youth  T/as   confirLied  by  our   ovrn  Study  vdiich  found  that  of  the   homes   of 
T/hitG   youth,   6,23;'i  were  vriLthout  bath   facilities,  and   9,65;'3  lacked 
adeqviate   heating;    of  th.e    homes    of  lervo  youth,   '15,84>  vrere  vdthout  bath 
facilities,   aiid   57. 11,^  lac::ed  adequate   heatings    56,72;j  of  the   homes   of 
Mexican  youth  vrere  vdthout  b{fJ;hrooma,   G  1,2/2  vdtliout  adequate  heating. 

Nor  can  personal  habits  be   considered,    in  all  casus,   as  being  con- 
ducive  to   sound  health.     For  e::jj.iple,    lG,23,o  of  the  v/hite  youth,   52, 38"/^ 
of  the   iTegro  youth,   caid  58, TJ^'   of  th.e  i;e:^ican  youth  had  never  been  to  a 
dentist,   and   only  one-third  of  the  females   count  a  physical  activity  as 
a  jiiajor  recreation. 

Here   again,  vre   believe  that  these   probleris  v.lll   lend  themselves  to 
correction  only  by  a  coy.ibination  of  reasonable    income  and  continuous 
educ^ttion, 

■^e   stated  further   that  vre  believed 

He   should  neither    sxzffer  nor  feel  inferior  be- 
cause  of  his   racial   background, 

yet  we  have   shcam  repeated   instances   of  wage  differentials,   limitations 

of  work  opportunities,  and   other  discrimiintions  based   solely  upon  race. 

Even  more   discouraging  is  the  discovery  that  the  majority  of  white  youth 

share  these   prejudices   of  tteir  elders,  vfhile  ilexican  and  IJegro  youth 

find  the    lip   service   given  to  equality  far   different  fraa  the   horsh  reality. 

It   is  the   operation  of  these  prejudices  which,   more  than  any  other 
cause,    is   fostering  the  migration  i/nich  makes   the  attainment  of   "family 
life    on  a  normal  and  stable   plane"   impossible  for  many  IJegro  youth. 

Undoubtedly  the  recenc   and   urpimished  violences   upon  labor   and 
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political'-party  organizers   do  not   create   a   situation  in  A.iiich  youth 
feels  he   has   "opportunities   for  tho   Treest  expression  of  l.is  political 
views  and  religious   uri\;es". 

In  the   goneralizo-tions   that  comprise  these    last  pages,  v;e  have 
pointed   out   only  the  major   lines   of  attacl;  on  these  problems  vriiich   large 
n\imbers   of  youth  have    in  common*  vdiile   seeking  constantly  to  keep   in 
view  of  these  tv^o  facts: 

1)  That  each  youth  is   an  individual  v/hose   reactions  to  the   saine 
situation  nay,   and   often  are,  very  different  from  those   of 
any  other  youth, 

2)  To.c,t   the  problems   of  youth  arc   the   problems   of  the  vriiole   society, 
and   cannot  be   dissociated  either  in  cause   or  in  cure   from  the 
prevailing  attitudes   or   the  economic  and   social   conditions  Tjhich 
gave  them  birth,     Axij  measure  T/liich  extends   greater  economic 
well-being  to  larger  numbers  and   increases  equality  and   social 
justice   is  a   step  tov:ard   filling  youth's   greatest  needs. 
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APPENDIX  A.    CASE  HISTORIFS 
Introduction 

The  following  case  studies  are  presented  in  an  attempt  to  illus- 
trate the  variety,  and  in  sorr.e  instances  the  extremes  of  types,  en- 
countered during  the  Study.   Twenty-six  Vdiite  youth,  four  i'egro,  and 
one  liexican  youth  are  included,  and  the  material  is  caken  directly  from 
the  responses,  supplemented  by  coimnents  made  and  suggestions  offered 
during  the  interview,  and  recorded  on  the  Schedule. 

The  problem  of  choosing  this  comparatively  small  group  from  the 
4,608  such  studies  availatle  was  obviously  difficult,  and  the  select- 
ion was  finally  made  on  a  basis  of  what  appeared  to  be  general  inter- 
est, rather  than  in  an  attempt  to  shccv  any  major  condition  or  to  support 
particular  arguments  advanced  in  other  parts  of  the  report.   If  one 
remembers,  however,  that  fev."-  problems  are  universal,  and  that  each  of 
the  problems  and  situations  illustrated  here  was  observed  v."ith  a  greater 
or  lesser  frequency,  these  cases  may  be  accepted  as  "typical"  of  a 
sizeable  component  of  the  youth  group.   The  apparent  contradictions 
Ti'liich  many  contain  simply  demonstrate  that  no  given  set  of  conditions 
necessarily  produces  a  certain  or  consistent  set  of  habits  and  atti- 
tudes. 

It  is  hoped  that  these  cases  mil  convey  soi.iething  of  the  close 
personal  contact  and  intimate  relationship  the  interviewers  xvere  able 
to  establish  with  the  young  people  comprising  the  subject  of  this 
study,  and  show  in  some  measure  that  although  the  survey  was  conducted 
on  a  quantative  basis,  never,  at  any  time,  did  we  lose  sight  of  the  youth 
as  an  individual. 


t^W 
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Case  1 

This  first  illustration  is  tjrpical  of  a  group  of  youth  v-tio  conpleted 

little  formal  education,  and  exhibit  definite  problens  of  vocational 

maladjustment,  and  lack  of  guidance,  combined  with  fairly  positive  and 

more  or  less  intelligent  viev/s  about  current  social  problems.   It  may 

be  interesting  to  conjecture  upon  the  manner  in  v/hich  these  views  have 

been  formulated,  since  the  youth  have  such  limited  reading  interests,  and 

participate  in  no  formal  religious  or  discussion  groups. 

Now  eighteen  years  old  and  employed  as  a  delivery  boy,  this  youth 
is  the  son  of  a  butcher,  and  lives  with  his  parents.  After  com- 
pleting grade  school  he  lost  interest  in  the  formal  subjects  offered 
in  school,  but  now  thinks  he  would  have  been  interested  in  machine 
shop  practice,  had  such  a  course  been  obtainable.   For  a  while  he 
studied  his  father's  trade,  but  has  not  taJcen  any  part-time  educa- 
tion recently.   His  employer  gave  him  some  advice  regarding  choice 
of  occupations,  but  he  says,  "The  advice  I  had  never  helped  me  any; 
I  don't  know  what  I  want  to  do,  when  I  see  a  fire  I  want  to  be  a 
fireman;  I  might  even  join  the  navy."  Given  a  choice  of  free  vo- 
cational courses  he  would  choose  aviation,  and  although  he  does  not 
use  the  library  because,  "l  don't  like  to  sit  still  very  long", 
he  adds,  "l  never  read  until  last  summer,  then  I  got  to  like  books 
on  aviation  and  machinery. " 

"individual  physical  activities",  "movies",  and  "dating"  have 
been  his  chief  recreational  interests  during  the  past  year,  and  he 
feels  they  are  sufficient,  evidently,  since  he  does  not  express 
any  desire  for  free  avocational  courses  or  any  need  for  additional 
recreational  facilities.  He  takes  no  part  in  any  church  activities, 
believing  that  the  crov/d  vrho  attend  are  "sissy",  and  belonis  to  no 
clubs  since  he  feels  their  programs  would  not  interest  him. 

Although  stating  that  juvenile  delinquency  is  an  individual  mat- 
ter, this  boy  feels  that  the  -jovernment  should  provide  a  fairly 
broad  plan  of  assistance  to  young  people  in  the  fields  of  vocation, 
education,  and  recreation. 

Convinced  that  vmges  are  too  lov/,  he  can  offer  no  solution  ex- 
cept, "better  times  is  the  only  thing  that  v/ould  help".   "■Govern- 
ment regulation  of  wages"  and  hours  would  help  young  people  but, 
evidently  going  by  his  own  experience,  he  says,  "The  i^^EA  would  help 
reduce  hours,  but  it  also  cuts  pay.   If  you  vrere  vrarking  ti//elve  hours 
a  day  and  making  fifteen  dollars  a  week  and  the  hours  are  cut  to 
nine  hours  a  day,  your  v/ages  will  be  cut  to  nine  dollars." 


IW»  ■^•^ff-J' 
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"Child  labor  should  be  prevented  excopt  when  the  fajnily  needs 
help."  And  even  bhen   t'lj.s  boy.  prefers  a  luet  od  of  the  ' -overnment  • 
helping  parents  so  that  yc-.'.ng  people  may  finish  school. 

Sex  education  should  be  obtained  by  experience,  and  people  should 
be  allowed  to  drink  7;herever  tliey  please  since,  "it  might  as  vuell 
be  wide  open,  they  can  :et  it  anyhow  and  it  costs  the  State  too 
much  money  to  try  and  enforce  prohibition." 

He  would  not  take  part  in  social  or  recreational  programs  if 
they  were  offered  after  class  hours  in  the  neighborhood  schools, 
but  is  not  opposed  to  their  use,  as,  "The  more  people  who  go  and 
get  interested  in  sci'iools,  the  more  help  the  schools  will  get 
from  the  community  when  the  schools  need  help." 

Although  believing  that  people  of  other  races  should  receive 
the  same  pay  for  the  sane  work  and  be  provided  with  the  same  educa- 
tional opportunities,  he  is  opposed  to  their  being  given  the 
right  to  vote  in  primary  elections,  and  to  their  representation 
on  the  police  force,  since,  "They  would  let  someone  off  for  fifty 
cents."  Separate  facilities  should  be  provided  for  other  races, 
rather  than  allovdng  them  to  use  those  provided  for  whites,  and 
this  he  feels  ^vould  "keep  thera  out  of  trouble." 

Indicating  a  satisfaction  vv'ith  his  home  at  present,  he  admits 
having  left  several  -cimos  before  because  of  wanderlust,  and  states 
that  in  case  of  war  he  would  volunteer  immediately. 

In  spite  of  various  problems  he  feels  generally  "optimistic" 
about  the  future. 


Case  2 


A  striking  example  of  rustricted  social  outlook  from  a  person  with 

advanced  education  and  professional  experience,  is  contained  in  this 

schedule. 

A   young  woman  twenty-four  years  old  is  a  professional  social 
worker  with  four  years  college  ediication  and  one  semes';er  in  a  school 
of  social  work.   Her  father  is  route  agent  for  a  railroad  company, 
and  she  lives  with  her  parents,  both  protestant,  in  a  home  that  pro- 
vides both  comfort  and  luxury.  A.t  the  time  of  leaving  school,  she 
felt  that  her  education  was  sufficient  for  the  work  snc  planned  to 
do,  but  would  now  be  interested  in  further  professional  training, 
if  it  were  available. 
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Her  recreation  during  the  past  year  has  consisted  chiefly  of 
individual  physical  activities,  readin^r  and  sewing,  but  she  vrauld 
be  interested  in  taking  a  course  in  appreciation  of  art,  v/ere  a 
free  course  of  this  nature  provided. 

At  no  time  in  her  life  has  she  r-sceived  any  vocational  guid- 
ance, and  it  is  interes-cing  to  notice  that,  if  she  had  her  high 
school  work  to  do  again,  she  would  take  more  business  training. 
During  the  past  four  vreeks  she  has  read  seven  books  of  fiction 
obtained  from  the  public  library.   Occasional  attendance  at  a 
devotional  service  marks  her  only  interest  in  church  activities. 
Although  expressing  some  interest  in  clubs,  she  does  not  belong 
to  any,  largely  owing  to  lack  of  association  with  those  who  do. 
If  a  program  of  recreational  and  social  activities  were  provided 
in  the  neighborhood  schools  she  vrould  take  an  active  part.   Despite 
the  nature  of  her  vrork,  this  young  vroman  maintains  that  the  com- 
munity can  do  nothing  at  all  toward  the  prevention  of  juvenile 
delinquency  or  to  improve  the  recreeAional  facilities  provided 
for  youth. 

V/ages  seem  to  her  i:i  general  high  enough,  and  she  says  that  no 
governmental  body  has  any  business  regulating  either  wages  or  hours 
of  labor,  even  in  the  interests  of  young  people.   She  is  likewise 
opposed  to  government  aid  to  youth  by  providing  employment  or  guid- 
ance, by  helping  young  people  to  get  started  in  business,  or  by 
improving  recreational  facilities.   Having  no  personal  interest  in 
intoxicating  liquors,  she  feels  their  use  should  be  restricted  to 
people  within  their  ovm   homes. 

Oil  the  other  hand,  she  feels  that  child  labor  snould  be  abolished, 
the  government  helping  the  needy  parents  if  necessary  until  the 
child  has  reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  also  that  the  government 
should  assist  young  people  to  obtain  further  education.   She  favors 
the  extension  to  other  races  of  absolute  equality  with  the  '/Thite 
race,  even  to  the  use  of  the  sa:ne  recreational  facilities.   "vJhen 
asked  to  define  her  attitude  toward  the  future,  she  chose  "optimis- 
tic". Although  apparently  giving  some  consideration  to  each  ques- 
tion asked  by  the  interviewer,  she  had  nothing  to  add  in  the  way  of 
comments  or  suggestioas,  but  confined  herself  strictly  to  a  bare 
statement  of  her  opinion  about  each  point  discussed. 


Case  5 
Often  encountered  tlirougho'-t  the  st>:dy  v/as  the  youn^  mfs  who  had 
married  ea-rly  and  because  of  restricted  educational  oackground  and  eco- 
nomic resoi-irces,  now  feels  comipletely  lost  and  isolated. 
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This  yo'ong  woman,  now  24  years  old,  vras  forced  to  leave  high 
school  at  the  age  of  13,  Virhile  in  her  senior  year,  because  her  mar- 
riage was  discovered.   She  is  the  daughter  of  a  blacksmith,  and  her 
parents,  both  i^^ethodists,  are  living  together.   For  the  first  four 
years  of  her  married  life,  her  husband  had  steady  emploj^Tnent,  and 
she  had  no  need  of  going  to  work.   He  then  lost  his  job  and  by  con- 
cealing the  fact  that  she  was  married,  she  was  able  to  obtain  a 
job  in  a  5-and-lO-cent  store,  which  she  held  for  three  and  one-half 
years.   Although  her  husband  is  now  employed,  he  does  not  earn 
enough  money  to  keep  them  with  any  degree  of  comfort,  and  she  is 
seeking  employment.   VJhile  feeling  that  it  is  the  government's 
responsibility  to  help  willing  young  people  obtain  employment,  she 
has  not  used  the  free  employment  agency  nov;  provided  and  says,  "l 
wouldn't  be  caught  dead  in  there  -  nobody  uses  them  but  i»iexicans 
and  Negroes". 

Her  home  is  furnished  with  a  fair  degree  of  comfort,  but  although 
she  seems  very  interested  in  obtaining  more  education,  they  never 
accumulate  enough  money  to  make  this  possible*   If  she  could  take 
her  high  school  course  aj^ain,  she  would  have  specialized  in  com- 
mercial art,  but  if  a  choice  of  free  vocational  training  were  now 
offered,  a  course  of  typing  and  stenography  appeals  to  her  as  being 
more  practical  and  likely  to  produce  an  income  more  quickly.   She 
thoroughly  believes  in  adult  education  because  "high  school  kids 
don't  appreciate  it  (high  school  education)  and  don't  know  what 
they  want.   They  go  because  they  have  to."  Still  retaining  a  funda- 
mental interest  in  artistic  tl.in^s,  particularly  interior  decorating, 
she  studies  magazines  chiefly  for  tiie  pictures  of  hom.e  decorations, 
and  spent  much  time  in  exhibits  of  this  nature  at  the  Centennial 
Exposition.   Reading  is  one  of  her  chief  recreations,  and  she  has 
obtained  seven  fiction  and  three  non-fiction  books  from  the   public 
library  during  the  last  four  vreeks.   Individual  physical  activi- 
ties and  listening  to  the  radio  constitute  her  only  other  leisure 
time  activities.   She  feels  a  great  need  of  additional  libraries 
and  group  viork   activities. 

Sunday  is  the  only  day  that  she  can  spend  with  her  husband,  so 
she  takes  no  part  in  any  religious  activities.   Because  she  has  very 
few  friends  and  none  who  belong  to  clubs  or  organizations,  she  takes 
no  part  in  such  programs  but  evidently  feels  an  undefined  need  in 
this  direction,  since  she  adds,  "I'd  give  anything  to  belong.   I 
don't  know  anybody  or  how  much  it  is,  or  what  I  would  want  to  do". 
Recreation,  with  supervision  and  leadership,  would  help  to  keep 
young  people  out  of  trouble,  she  says,  but  the  schools  should  not 
be  used  for  this  purpose. 

Referring  to  present  recreational  opportunities,  she  comments, 
"Everything  you  do  costs  two  dollars  an  evening.   If  there  was  some- 
thing you  could  do  that  would  be  decent  and  wiiere  you  could  meet 
people.   So  many  people  live  in  small  apartments  and  cannot  entertain 
in  hames.   They  have  to  rent  out  all  the  rooms,  and  girls  have  to 
sit  in  cars  to  entertain  friends.   The  only  places  people  can  afford 
to  go  and  dance  are  just  dumps.   This  is  something  that  should  have 
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been  gone  into  years  ago.  Taen   people  wouldn't  talk  about  'this 
modern  generation'.   Kids  need  soniethin^  to  spend  energy  on", 
but,  "unless  supervised  it  vrould  be  the  same  old  question,  v/here 
shall  we  go?  YJhat  shall  r:e  do?" 

Believing  that  wages  are  too  low  in  proportion  to  the  cost  of 
living,  nevertheless,  s^^e  has  no  suggestion  as  to  how  they  could 
be  raised.  In  opposin,"  all  ^.^ainful  child  labor  the  youtli  stated, 
"i'"flien  they  have  no  one  to  take  care  of  them  they  should  be  cared 
for  by  the  Government.   i^hildren  should  go  to  school." 

In  the  opinion  of  this  subject  a  private  physician  or  clinic  is 
the  best  source  of  sex  education  for  young  people. 

Indicating  that  in  case  the  United  States  declared  vrar  she 
would  go  if  drafted  or  invasion  threatened  she  writes,  "Peace  by 
all  means,  and  less  chance  of  invasion.   Let  no  other  country 
force  us  into  war." 

Her  attitude  toward  people  of  other  races  is  divided  between 
believing  in  equal  pay  and  equal  educational  opportunities,  and 
opposing  their  use  of  recreational  facilities  and  their  right  to 
vote  and  be  represented  on  the  police  force. 

Encircling  "optimistic"  as  her  attitude  toward  the  future,  she 
writes,  "I  think  the  next  few  years  v/ill  be  the  cha.ce  for  my 
husband  and  me.   I  know  we  will  do  better." 


Case  4 

An  illustration  of  one  of  the  social  extremes  encountered  in  the 

survey  constitues  the  next  case  considered.   -'^his  example  of  lack  of 

marital  guidance  and  economic  pressure  leading  to  a  complete  :.-;oral 

breakdown  is  probably  often  repeated. 

The  girl,  noxv  nineteen  years  old,  married  but  separated  from 
her  husband,  is  a  professional  prostitute.   She  quit  high  school 
in  her  senior  year  in  order  to  marry;  and  referring  to  her  hus- 
band, she  says,  "l  quit  him  or  he  quit  me,  I  don't  know".   Her  father 
is  a  policeman.   Both  her  parents  are  Baptists,  novir  alive  and  liv- 
iiig  together.   She  lives  in  very  squalid  surroundings,  and  when  asked 
if  she  was  seeking  employraent,  replied,  "l  know  how  to  make  a  living. 
Big  Boy".   For  a  while  she  worked  in  the  ViT.P.A.  sewing  room,  but 
quit,  "To  Hell  vd-th  that  stuff".   She  used  to  use  the  public  library, 
but  her  only  recreational  activities  now  are  dancing  and  dating. 
Having  completely  broken  avra-y  from  the  church,  she  comments,  "To 
Hell  vrith  that  church  stuff".   Unavmre  of  any  additional  recreational 
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facilities  needed  and  knowing  of  no  clubs  or  organizations  that 
T.'ould  be  of  interest  to  her,  she  thinks  she  would  take  part  in 
"dances"  and  "musical  or  dramatic  activities"  were  they  offered 
in  the  evening  at  a  neighborhood  school.   Her  re^iistration  at 
the  free  employment  service  vras  necessary  to  placement  on  a 
work  relief  project,  but  she  did  not  continue  on  the  project 
because  she  feels  that  wages  paid  by  "che  W.?.A.  are  too  low. 

*'iien  asked  what  the  community  could  do  to  help  younj  people 
keep  out  of  trouble  and  conflict  with  the  law,  she  said,  ''Nobody 
can  do  anything  about  that",   ohe  feels  that  sex  education  should 
be  obtained  from  the  home  and  parents,  '•i'ihen   the  idea  of  adult 
educational  classes  was  explained  to  her,  she  showed  some  interest 
and  said,  "Yes,  I  would  go  to  some  school  like  that",  but  could 
not  decide  what  sort  of  subjects  might  interest  her.   The  govern- 
ment should  "prohibit  all  gainful  child  labor"  and  "help  needy 
parents  so  young  people  could  finish  school"  but  refrain  from 
any  other  help  to  j^outh.  Asked  to  give  her  opinion  about  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  she  replied,  "Tlirow  everything  wide 
open". 

She  claims  she  would  refuse  to  go  to  vra.r  under  any  conditions. 
Believing  in  equal  opportunities  for  colored  races  as  regards  em- 
plo^mient,  education  and  franchise,  she  is,  however,  opposed  to 
their  use  of  parks  and  playgrounds  and  to  their  representation  on 
the  police  force. 

She  seemed  interested  in  the  study,  and  made  soine  attempt  to 
give  intelligent  consideration  to  oach  question.   She  finally  ad- 
mitted complete  discouragement. 


Case  5 


During  the  study  it  often  became  possible  for  an  interviewer  to 
obtain  the  opinions  of  both  the  husband  and  wife,  but  in  this  case 
the  same  interviewer  v/as  able  to  talk  at  different  times  to  a  couple, 
who  are  separated  and  contemplating  divorce.  Neither  was  present  at 
the  other's  intervie'.v,  and  altriough  no  attempt  was  made  to  go  deeper 
into  their  problem.s  than  tl";e  scheduled  interview  permitted,  it  is  in- 
teresting to  note  the  points  of  agreement  and  disagreement. 


".f  o:*  0-,  tv-f  frfti-'i-vr  hiuwr 
rtv    'iolf   P.M-ti.'it.tJ'toqc'o  ^. 

^     .    '■■.\..v^<^^■l1i.   bttii   LiO:  ■  /.;!^';^•,■    .. 

♦  OOTtCi    I :: .' . 
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The  girl,  attractive  and  fairly  intelligent,  is  nineteen  years 
old.   The  boy,  rather  naive,  and  dull,  although  ajixious  to  cooperate, 
is  twenty-one.   ^hey  have  a  small  child  about  two  yesjrs   old  and  have 
been  separated  for  the  last  fevj-  months.   Both  are  children  of  un- 
skilled laborers.   The  boy's  parents  are  still  alive,  but  the  girl's 
mother  is  dead.   The  boy  completed  grade  school  and  left  because  of 
lack  of  interest,  but  the  girl  went  only  to  the  first  fev;-  grades 
and  could  not  afford  to  continue.  After  getting  married  they  lived 
with  the  boy's  parents,  and  possibly  some  of  their  difficulties  may 
be  traced  to  this,  since  the  boy  says  they  had  no  privacy,  and  adds, 
"I'd  like  to  have  a  home  of  my  own''.   Both  express  some  interest  in 
free  vocational  training,  the  boy  showing  interest  in  mechanical 
trades,  and  the  girl  choosing  stenography,  although  she  adds,  "I'd 
rather  be  a  nurse  than  anything,  but  couldn't,  because  I  didn't 
go  through  school".   I'Jeither  has  ever  received  vocational  guidance 
or  realize  any  xvay  in  which  changes  in  their  education  could  have 
helped  them  vocationally.   Free  athletic  training  appeals  to  the 
boy,  and  learning  to  play  the  guitar  to  the  girl.   The  boy  indicates 
that  he  has  no  form  of  recreation  now,  just  sits  around  and  loafs. 

A  distinct  breach  is  noticeable  in  their  attitude  toward  the 
church,  the  boy  taking  an  active  part  in  both  devotional  and  edu- 
cational activities,  and  remarking,  "l  only  read  the  Bible",  when 
questioned  about  his  reading  interests;  and  the  girl  taking  no  part 
in  any  religious  activity,  although  indicating  diffidence  rather 
than  opposition  as  her  reason  for  not  participating.  Her  recrea- 
tion consists  of  reading,  (mostly  cheap  magazines),  attending 
movies  a.nd  dances.   This,  co'ubined  with  her  rather  vivacious  and 
flirtatious  character  as  compared  to  the  generally  dull  nature  of 
the  boy,  may  also  account  for  some  of  their  difficulty. 

Neither  takes  part  in  any  clubs  or  organizations,  the  boy  indicat- 
ing shyness  and  lack  of  association,  but  the  girl  insisting  the 
problem  is  financial,  adding,  "l  never  like  to  go  to  a  place  if  I 
can't  dress  the  way  they  do;  they  all  seem  to  have  a  better  educa- 
tion and  ever^y'thing.  "  bhe  was  not  able  to  define  any  addition  the 
community  could  make  to  the  present  recreational  program,  but  the 
boy  felt  the  need  of  more  athletic  fields.  VvTien  asked  their  opinion 
of  the  use  of  neighborhood  schools  as  social  and  recreational  cen- 
ters, the  girl  approved  and  indicated  she  would  take  an  active  part, 
but  the  boy  had  no  opinion  at  all  about  this  matter. 

Both  are  now  unemployed,  although  able  and  willing  to  work,  the 
boy  feeling  there  are  no  available  jobs,  but  the  girl  attributing 
her  dif  iculty  to  lack  of  training.   Both  have  registered  at  the 
free  employment  agency,  the  girl  receiving  no  help  at  all  and  the 
boy  being  offered  one  placement  which  he  did  not  take,  as  he  had 
a  temporarjr  job  at  the  time,  which  he  thought  he  vrould  like  better. 
The  husb8.nd  has  never  had  a  full-time  job  of  more  than  six  months 
duration,  but  frankly  admits  that  it  was  to  some  extent  his  own 
fault,  saying,  "The  trouble  with  me  was  I  used  to  be  afraid  of  v/ork. 
I  acted  like  it  was  going  to  kill  me.   I  was  always  looking  around 
for  an  easy  job.   That's  why  I  got  fired."   The  interviewer  gathered 
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that  he  had  been  in  bad  health  for  some  time  but  that  a  recent 
operation  had  caused  considerable  im_:roverP-ent,  and  the  youth  in- 
dicated a  definite  chanr.e  of  outlook  tovmrd  employment  now. 

i^oth  thought  wages  were  too  lavr   but  had  no  sug^:estion  of  a 
way  to  improve  them.   The  girl  v>ras  quite  positive  in  advocating 
the  abolition  of  child  labor  and  believes  the  government  should 
help  the  parents  if  necessary  rather  than  allowing  the  youth  to 
leave  school.   The  boy  had  no  opinion  at  all  about  this  matter, 
although  agreeing  with  a  program  of  general  government  help  for 
young  people.   Neither  had  any  suggestion  as  to  what  tne  community 
might  do  to  prevent  juvenile  delinquency;  but  v/hereas  the  girl 
thought  it  was  primiarily  a  family  matter,  the  boy  thought  some 
program  might  help-,  although  unable  to  define  its  nature. 

Both  believe  that  "home  and  parents"  is  the  best  source  of 
sex  education,  the  boy  adding  "from  the  beginning".   In  case 
of  war,  they  agreed  they  would  volimteer  immediately,  and  the 
boy  remarked  very  seriously,  "I'd  be  the  first  one  to  go". 
The  husband  was  absolutely  unable  to  understand  our  question 
about  his  attitude  toward  the  future,  his  feelings  being  so 
bound  up  with  religion  that  he  seemed  unable  to  apply  the  question 
as  a  personal  problem..   He  is  evidently  very  confused  and  badly 
needs  guidance. 

At  the  end  of  his  interview  he  asked  for  help  in  solving  his 
marital  problems  and  indicated  he  would  like  to  return  to  his  wife, 
ohe,  on  the  other  hand,  although  apparently  ViTorried  about  her 
economic  future,  seem.s  determined  not  to  live  with  him  again,  claim- 
ing that  he  makes  no  effort  to  support  her. 


Case  6 

This  illustration  of  futility  felt  by  youth  of  low  mentality  is 

one  often  repeated. 

A  single  young  man,  twenty-one  years  old,  had  attended  school 
for  eleven  years  in  small  schools  on  the  outskirts  of  Dallas  with- 
out completing  the  sixth  grade,  and  finally  left  because  it  seemed 
too  difficult  for  him,   I  learn  too  slow,  I  am  too  old  to  go  on; 
my  mind  don't  work  like  the  others."  In  spite  of  this  educational 
deficiency,  he  displayed  fair  intelligence  toward  the  interview 
and  seemed  anxious  to  cooperate.   He  is  the  son  of  a  salesman  and 
appears  satisfied  to  live  with  his  mother  and  father  in  a  home 
furnished  with  a  fair  degree  of  comfort.   At  present  unemployed, 
he  has  never  secured  full-time  work,  although  actively  seeking, 
ajid  registering  without  any  success  at  the  free  employm.ent  agency. 
He  is  wholly  aware  of  the  handicap  of  his  limited  education,  and 
attributes  his  difficulty  in  finding  work  to  this  cause,  adding. 
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I  can't  compete  with  other  people  who  have  gone  through  school. 
Those  who  like  to  vrork  and  are  willing  to  work  should  aave  some 
vrork  to  do,  even  tliough  thejr  are  not  well  educated.   There  are  too 
many  well  educated  people  in  the  city  for  me  to  have  a  chance.   I 
guess  farm  work  is  the  best  thing  for  people  like  me.   There  should 
be  some  way  provided  to  do  that."   In  spite  of  his  ovro  difficulties 
of  vocational  adjustment,  he  does  not  believe  that  conditions  in 
general  are  bad,  feeling  that  wages  are  not  too  low,  as  he  adds, 
"if  you  don't  vrork  hard  enough  for  a  high  v/age,  you  do  not  need  one. 
I'd  work  for  any  wage  in  order  to  get  started  so  I  could  work  up  to 
something".   This  young  man  seems  to  be  chiefly  interested  in  music 
and  told  us,  "I  love  music.   I  guess  you  have  heard  of  my  big  brother. 
He  composes  ballet  music,"  but  although  he  would  like  to  study  in- 
strumental music  if  free  courses  were  available,  he  does  not;  consider 
it  as  a  vocational  possibility.   At  no  time  during  his  schooling  has 
he  received  any  vocational  guidance  and  does  not  think  of  any  change 
he  v;ould  make  if  he  had  to  take  his  schooling  over  again,  although 
feeling  very  weak  on  arithmetic,  a  knowledge  of  which  he  thinks  is 
essential  to  "make  change  in  clerking." 

Although  not  particularly  interested  in  reading  and  no'c  using 
the  public  library,  this  young  man  says,  "oome  times  I  like  to  read, 
thpugh,  when  I  find  a  novel  that  interests  me;  sometimes  I  like  to 
read  the  old  fairy  tales."  He  does  not  have  many  leisure  time  ac- 
tivities, usually  sitting  around  or  loafing,  playing  an  occasional 
game  and  attending  movies  when   hs  has  enough  money. 

Neither  of  the  youth's  parents  belongs  to  or  prefers  any  church, 
but  he  attends  both  devotional  and  educational  activities  regularly. 
Feeling  keenly  the  need  of  some  club  or  organization  in  v/hich  he 
could  feel  comfortable  and  take  an  active  part,  he  remarks,  "They 
say  that  peo^jle  what  don't  hav.e  any  education  can't  get  mixed  up 
in  society.   There  should  be  a  club  i"cr  those  people  until  they 
learn  hov/-  to  stand  in  high  society.   It  would  help  me".  When  asked 
his  opinion  about  the  use  of  schools  as  social  and  recreational 
centers  he  replied,  ''Schools  should  not  be  used;  they  should  have 
another  building  for  those  over  school  age  to  use.  "  He  thinlcs  that 
some  clubs  or  organizations,  "on  the  order  of  scouting",  for  youth 
his  age  would  help  to  prevent  juvenile  delinquency. 

A  course  of  sex  education  should  be  given  in  school,  but  not  until 
junior  high  school  level,  and  then,  "They  should  be  taught  to  watch 
out  for  the  kind  of  persons  you  run  around  with,  too",   i^idently 
conforming  to  the  teaching  of  his  church,  he  opposes  drinking  of  any 
kind  and  believes  he  would  refuse  to  go  to  fight,  as  "Yfer  is  murder, 
and  those  who  don't  vj-atit  to  go  out  there  and  coiimiit  murder  should 
not  have  to;  I  won't  commit  murder." 

Opposing  all  governm.ent  help  to  youth,  he  says,  "There's  not  much 
they  can  do  anjnAray",   Expressing  an  unusually  liberal  attitude  toward 
other  races,  he,  however,  does  not  believe  in  their  representation 
on  the  city  police  force.   His  choice  of  "resigned"  as  his  attitude 
toward  the  future  is  probably  correct. 
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Case  7 
Fi-epeatedly  tliroughout  the  study,  v;e  encountered  ip.stanoes  of  youth, 
evidently  possessing  considerable  technical  skill  and  iitcrest  in  dif- 
ferent crafts  which  the;  v.'ould  like  to  use  vocationally,  but,  either 
due  to  lack  of  direcoion,  lack  of  training,  or  lack  of  faith  in  the 
market  value  of  their  talents,  they  are  discarding  them  in  favor  of 
the  more  "practical"  requirements  of  business  and  industry.  n'e   can 
only  conjecture  the  amount  of  enthusiasm,  creative  ability,  and  ultimate 
values  lost  by  this  chang,e. 

This  girl,  nineteen  years  of  age  and  single,  completed  tvro  years 
college  and  then  quit  because  she  had  no  idea  what  voca.tion  she  wanted 
to  follow  and  felt  she  Viras  wasting  her  tine.   Tlien,  as  nov.r,  wood'.vork, 
handicrafts,  and  jewelry-making,  were  her  chief  interests,  but  when 
she  found  that  there  seemed  small  opportunity  of  making  a  living 
at  these  pursuits,  she  became  discouraged.   She  \vould  still  like  to 
take  more  training  along  this  line,  and  most  of  her  spare  time  is 
consumed  with  these  hobbies,  but  she  is  taking  a  course  of  typing 
in  night  school,  in  order  to  equip  herself  for  emplo^/inent.   No  vo- 
cational guidance  of  a  professional  nature  was  ever  available  to 
her,  although  she  adds,  "^.Ve  had  talks  by  some  business  men  and  once 
we  had  a  movie  from  the  Hershey  Company,  but  that  wasn't  vocational 
guidance". 

Referring  to  her  high  school  education,  she  says,  ''l  got  a  lot 
from  iidiat  I  took,  but  I  think  I'd  vrork  in  typing  and  shorthand  if  I 
had  it  to  do  a  ,ain,  because  now  I  can  see  the  need  of  it.   I  think 
that  vfhethor  you  are  planning  to  go  to  college  or  not  you  ought  to 
take  typing. " 

Her  father  is  a  geologist  in  coinfortable  circumstances,  and  she 
seems  very  well  adjusted  to  her  family  life,  remarking,  "Some  kids 
don't  laiow  what  it  means  to  ha.ve  a  parlor  date  at  home.  They  have 
to  always  go  some  place.  .Ve  had  a  candy-pull  Friday  and  sister  had 
one  Saturday  night.  You  can  have  a  good  time,  but  most  kids  don't 
k.iow  what  a  good  time  you  can  have  at  home." 

In  addition  to  her  hobbies,  this  girl  reads  both  fiction  and 
non-fiction  books  from  the  public  library,  obtaining  over  ten  in 
the  last  four  vreeks.   bhe  takes  a  very  active  part  in  the  baptist 
Church,  is  president  of  a  ounday  School  class,  treasurer  of  the 
Baptist  Traini::g  Union,  secretary  of  the  Young  Women's  Circle,  as 
well  as  taking  part  in  pageants  and  other  educational  and  recrea- 
tional activities.   Believing  in  the  need  for  additional  recrea- 
tional centers  and  club  houses,  she  also  remarked,  ' I  used  to  go  to 
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the  city  parks  cjid  I  enjoyed  t]ie  outdoor  movies  given  there  three 
times  a  week".   Althou.gh  so  active  in  chiirch  work,  she  tliinks,  "it 
should  not  take  all  your  time". 

This  youth  is  opposed  to  all  drinking,  which  she  thinks  con- 
tributes to  juvenile  delinquency,  but  lays  the  blame  chiefly  on  the 
old  folks  who  she  says,  "all  talk  about  the  young  people  going  to 
the  dogs,  and  they  are  the  ones  who  voted  for  it".   The  question 
of  the  best  source  of  sex  education  failed  to  elicit  any  response. 

Because  she  knoy/s  of  no  young  people  who  belon:^,  she  does  not 
take  any  part  in  clubs  or  organizations,  although  indicating  some 
interest.   A  program  of  social  and  recreational  activities  given  in 
the  schools  would  meet  vifith  her  approval  and  active  cooperation, 
and  she  bases  her  indors exigent  partly  on  the  fact  that  the  schools 
were  "fighting  sororities  so  hard  but  they  didn't  give  us  anything 
to  replace  them."  Believing  in  governmental  help  for  youth  vo- 
cationally and  recreational ly,  she  is  opposed  to  any  additional 
educational  help  beyond  high  school.   She  evidently  voices  a  major 
problem  when  she  suggests,  "They  should  require  people  in  grade  and 
high  scliool  to  take  a  little  of  many  different  kinds  of  courses; 
one  of  art,  one  of  science,  one  of  m.usic,  etc.   Young  people  could 
then  tell  what  they  liked  and  could  specialize."  She  novj-  feels 
completely  beT.'irildered  as  to  choice  of  vocation,  and  adds,  ''I  don't 
know  whether  I  really  want  to  go  to  school  or  not.   Of  course  I 
have  lots  of  ideas.   I  do  knov;-  that  this  year  at  home  has  done  me 
more  good  than  a  year  of  college  would  have  done." 


Case 


The  existence  of  several  churches  making  a  highly  emotional  ap- 
peal, particularly  in  the  poorer  sections  of  the  civ/,  naturally 
creates  a  group  of  more  or  less  repentant  young  people,  "ivho  are  now 
aliiiost  fanatically  influenced  by  their  religion. 

'^his  young  woman,  nov;  twenty  years  old,  is  married  and  living 
in  a  comfortable  furnished  home,   bhe  left  school  after  completing 
the  seventh  grade  in  order  to  get  married.   Her  father  is  a  car- 
penter, and  both  her  parents,  who  are  sbill  living,  ci©  members 
of  the  it^ethodist  Church.   The  youth  is  a  member  of  the  "Full 
Gospel"  Church  and  takes  an  active  part  in  both  the  devotional  and 
educational  activities.   She  does  not  use  the  librar,',  clair.ing 
no  interest  whatsoever  in  reading  or  any  ^vocational  t;raining. 
Her  only  leisure  tine  activities  are  "chujrch  work  £i.nd  young  people's 
work;  they  are  enough  for  me". 
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In  response  to  questions  about  additional  recreational  facili- 
ties needed,  she  replied  "There  is  too  much  now.   People  just  don't 
get  interested  in  their  church.   There  are  too  many  vrorldly  things; 
too  many  menie  roasts,  parties  and  dances,  too  many  amusements. 
Another  thing,  girls  this  day  and  time  keep  company  too  young. 
Go  to  dances  and  you  will  eventually  drink.  Yo\i  see  other  girls 
smoke  and  you  will  eventually  get  dovm  so  far  that  you  ivon't  realize 
it.   I  know  because  I  used  to  dance  for  a  living.   Clothes  today 
are  too  skimpy;  it  tempts  men.   Ihey  do  not  respect  women  like 
that.   I  found  more  in  church  than  I  found  there  (in  the  dance 
hall)." 

She  is  entirely  opposed  to  all  clubs  and  organizations  except 
those  affiliated  with  the  church.  Vflien  questioned  about  community 
responsibility  and  programs  designed  to  decrease  juvenile  delin- 
quency, she  replied,  "It  is  entirely  up  to  the  parents.  If  they 
would  be  stricter  and  make  them  go  to  church  (it  would  help)". 
Entirely  opposed  to  all  use  of  the  schools  as  social  and  recrea- 
tional centers,  she  believes  that,  in  combination  vxith  the  home, 
they  would  be  the  best  source  of  sex  education  for  young  people. 

She  voices  strong  opposition  to  all  drinking,  adding,  "it  has 
broken  up  more  homes  and  caused  more  deaths  than  anything  in 
the  vrorld". 

She  claims  her  attitude  toward  the  future  is  "enthusiastic". 


Case 


This  intelligent  and  attractive  girl,  now  txventy-one  years  of 
age,  is  divorced  from  her  husband.   She  completed  the  ninth  grade 
of  school,  when  trouble  with  her  health  caused  her  to  quit,   iler 
father  is  a  farmer,  and  her  parents,  both  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  are  divorced. 

t'or  tliroe  months  she  vrorked  as  a  taxi  dancer  in  a  local  night 
club,  and  although  now  living  v/ith  her  brother  and  not  seeking 
work,  keeps  in  intimate  contact  with  hostesses,  waitresses,  cig- 
arette girls,  and  show  people  vrorking  in  night  clubs.   She  began 
to  v.'ork  when  the  club  first  opened  and  said  that  the  girls  were 
all  very  nice  at  that  time  and  the  place  catered  to  a  nice  cle.ss 
of  customers  v;ho  spent  very  liberally.   She  states,  "l  made  s?125 
in  the  first  two  \Teeks,  but  they  don't  tip  for  nothing  now,  and 
even  if  they  do  the  boss  takes  it.   Once  in  a  while  a  lonely  man 
comes  in  and  asks  a  girl  to  sit  and  drink  with  hii'  for  a  while. 
Ke  may  leave  five  or  ten  dollars,  but  the  boss  takes  it  and  the 
girl  misses  a  lot  of  dances,  so  maybe  she  only  malces  fifteen  or 
twenty-five  cents  for  the  night.   She  can't  even  buy  jreakfast 
sometimes,  so  of  course  she  makes  a  date  for  after  the  dance. 
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"About  twenty  of  us  walked  out  at  the  end  of  three  months,  be- 
cause of  the  class  of  nev;  girls  the  boss  was  getting  in."  VJhen 
asked  if  this  life  led  to  prostitution,  the  youth  replied,  "Always. 
If  they  stay  after  three  months,  they  are  done  for.   I  knov,-  some 
of  the  girls  who  stayed  when  I  left,  and  they  were  soon  ruined. 
A  lot  of  them  are  married  and  have  children,  and  some  of  them  have 
children,  and  are  not  married." 

After  living  alone  for  some  time,  the  comfort  of  her  brother's 
home  seems  to  afford  this  girl  considerable  satisfaction,  and  she 
states,  "I  am  happier  here  than  I  have  been  any  place  in  the  last 
six  years."  She  is  not  interested  in  any  kind  of  vocational  or  avo- 
cational  training,  but  thinks  that  if  she  could  have  repeated  her 
schooling  she  would  have  taken  more  business  training.   She  uses 
the  public  librar;^'-  to  obtain  books  of  fictioi,  and  classes  reading 
as  one  of  her  chief  recreational  activities.   The  others  are 
"photography"  and  "riding  aro-ond  in  automobiles".   No  interest  is 
expressed  in  any  church  or  religious  organization.   Recreational 
facilities  provided  for  the  youth  of  her  neighborhood  seem  to  her 
adequate,  and  al thougii  she  has  no  opposition  to  the  use  of  schools 
as  social  and  recreational  centers,  she  vvould  not  take  any  part  in 
them  herself,  or  be  interested  in  any  sort  of  club  activity. 

Although  naturally  extreme  care  was  taken  by  the  interviewer  not 
to  condenui  or  criticize,  it  is  interesting  to  note  that  in  reply 
to  suggestions  for  decreasing  juvenile  delinquency  she  said,  "Elim- 
inate taxi  dances,  beer  joints,  little  old  holes  in  the  v/all  where 
they  can  get  hard  liquor".   Replying  to  the  question  on  the  best 
source  of  sex  education,  she  thought  that  girls  should  obtain  such 
information  from  their  mothers,  but  boys  from  doctors.  VJhen  directly 
confronted  v/ith  the  question  of  the  best  means  of  regulating  drinking 
she  chose,  "Permissible  for  anyone  in  public  places,  saloons,  etc., 
but  not  at  public  dances,  football  games,  etc." 

Considerable  racial  prejudice  was  expressed  by  this  youth,  al- 
though she  believes  in  equal  educational  opportunities,  and  equal 
pay  for  the  same  job,  but,  "Preference  should  be  given  the  Vfliite 
man.   They  can  hire  a  Negro  for  nothing,  so  they  take  them  instead 
of  Vifhite  men."   In  case  the  United  States  declared  vrs.r   she  would, 
"'^''olunteer".  Her  present  attitude  toward  the  future  is  "Enthusiastic" 


Case  10 


On  the  v/hole,  youth  now  in  high  school  had  considerable  less  to 
offer  in  the  v;ay  of  comments  and  suggestions  than  those  no  longer  in 
school,  but  this  example  of  an  intelligent  boy  making  a  real  and  honest 
effort  to  think  through  each  of  the  questions  presented,  v;ill  be  of  intere- 
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^e   is  a  senior  ii  hi;:,!-  school,  and  now  seventeen  years  old. 
His  father  has  an  adTiinistrative  position  handling  cotton  loans 
for  the  Federal  Reserve  i-ailc.   The  boy  has  not  been  taking  any 
part-time  courses  and  is  completely  satisfied  with  his  schooling 
at  the  present.  He  does  jiot  use  the  public  library,  as  other 
sources  of  reading  material  are  more  accessible  to  him,  and  he 
lists  reading  as  one  of  his  three  chief  leisure  time  activities. 
Both  his  parents  belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  attends 
fairly  regularly  and  states,  "l  go  to  Sunday  School  but  don't  go 
to  Christian  Endeavor,,  because  they  don't  do  anything  worth  wliile, 
and  I  don't  care  for  the  crowd  socially."  Attending  movies, 
listening  to  the  radio,  and  Scouting,  constitute  his  other  recrea- 
tional interests,  and  he  expresses  a  gro\'fing  need  for  additional 
swiiTJTiing  pools  in  Dallas.   In  discussing  the  illegal  high  school 
fraternities,  he  commented,  "I  don't  think  much  of  them.   Host  of 
the  boys  join  them  after  they  flunk  their  studies  and  they  need 
something  to  make  them  feel  important." 

'Governmental  regulation  of  vra.ges  and  hours"  appeals  to  the 
youth  as  the  solution  to  this  problem,  and  he  adds,  "Big  execu- 
tives get  too  much,  and  the  laboring  men  get  enough,  but  the  white 
collar  class  is  underpaid."  A  governmental  regulation  to  prohibit 
child  labor  would  be  acceptable  if  it  made  provision  for  those  yo\:ith 
to  work  whose  families  need  help. 

An  attitude  often  encoi'ntered  is  expressed  by  this  youth  as  he 
says,  "l  am  having  to  sit  hero  and  think  all  these  thin;js  out  be- 
cause there  axe  a  lot  of  them  I  never  thought  of  before."  This 
remark  came  in  connection  with  a  question  on  prevention  of  juve- 
nile delinquency,  and  his  final  opinion  was,  "l  think  the  Big 
firother  movement  might  be  the  best  thing."  The  use  of  neighborhood 
schools  as  social  and  recreational  centers  would  find  no  opposi- 
tion from  this  youth,  but  his  only  personal  interest  would  be  in 
lectures  and  movies. 

He  selects  home  and  pareiits  as  the  best  source  of  sex  education 
and  feels  that  drinking  should  be  allowed  in  saloons  and  cafes  but 
not  in  public  places.   He  approves  of  a  government  program  to 
assist  young  people  vocationally  and  educationally,  but  opposes 
other  goveriiraental  aid. 

'ii'iTien  asked  what  he  would  do  in  case  the  United  States  declared 
war,  he  chose,  "Go  only  if  invasion  threatened",  and  added,  "l 
have  thought  more  about  this  question  than  about  any  others  you 
asked  me.   I  am  the  captain  in  the  R^O.T.C,  but  I  think  war  is 
a  needless  sacrifice.   It  looks  like  there  v/ill  be  another  war, 
the  way  these  dictators  are  messing  things  up  in  Europe.   I  suppose 
we  could  stay  out  of  it,  but  our  munitions  manufacturers  v/ill 
probably  see  that  vre  don't.   I  want  to  be  sure  what  it's  all  about 
before  I  eo." 
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Tliis  youth  believes  in  equal  ps.y  for  members  of  other  races  and 
equal  educational  opportunities,  but  is  opposed  to  their  voting  in 
primary  elections,  to  their  representation  on  the  city  police  force, 
and  to  their  use  of  the  same  recreational  facilities  as  VJhite  people, 
although  believing  separate  facilities  of  this  kind  should  be  pro- 
vided for  them.   He  adds,  "Niggers  should  be  laborers,  except  the 
old  guy  -who  discovered  a  whole  mess  of  stuff  about  peanuts  and  pea- 
nut shells.  He  and  Booker  T.  V.^shington  are  about  one  to  a  million 
though.   They  ought  to  have  some  education  so  they  have  a  chance  if 
they  have  that  kind  of  stuff  in  then,  I  guess." 

He  chose,  "optimistic"  as  his  attitude  toward  the  future,  adding, 
"The  fields  are  pretty  crowded,  but  I  guess  you  have  got  a  chance. 
I  suppose  if  you  are  good  (vocationally  equipped)  you  don't  have  to 
worry."  The  prospect  of  a  heavy  tax  burden  because  of  present 
governmental  expenditure  seemed  to  be  giving  him  some  concern,  but 
he  indicated  an  opinion  that  the  youth  of  his  generation  will  be 
able  to  cope  with  it. 


Case  11 
This  case,  fa-r  from  typical,  is  presented  as  Q.n  example  of  a  well 
rounded  professional  person,  liberal  but  not  radical,  intelligent,  and 
wholly  8.ware  of  vrorld  affairs,  and  one  able,  apparently,  to  make  suf- 
ficient adjustment  without  losing  indi\-iduality. 

This  girl,  twenty-four  years  of  age  and  single,  lives  mth  her 
Jewish  parents,  to  whom  she  is  warmly  attached.   Her  father  is  the 
credit  manager  of  a  department  store,  and  her  home  possesses  comfort 
without  luxury.  After  graduating  from  college  she  completed  one 
year  at  a  professional  school  of  speech,  one  semester  at  a  school 
for  theater,  and  two  social  service  institutes;  one  of  six  weeks 
and  one  of  ten  weeks  duration,   Altliough  by  no  means  considering 
her  education  complete,  she  felt  equipped  vocationally  for  the 
time  being  and  was  probably  influenced  by  the  hope  that  experi'snce 
would  help  her  decide  on  the  nature  of  the  future  education  she 
would  take.   She  was  for  some  time  a  very  successful  social  case 
worker  and  is  now  vdth  social  research,   ^uring  the  past  four  weeks 
she  hr.s  taken  part-time  coi'.rses  on  current  affairs  and  Hebrew  his- 
tory at  the  College  of  ^ewish  Studies  and  also  attended  a  prose 
laboratory  conducted  by  a  professor  from  Southern  -^ethodist  Uni- 
vorsity. 

If  free  professional  training  in  vocational  counselin^^  were 
ava.ilable,  she  vrould  be  interested  in  talcing  it,  and  in  fact  plans 
to  take  a  summer  course  virhen  her  present  vrork  is  completed.   She 
received  vocational  guidance  from  a  social  worker  but  makes  no 
comment  as  to  its  usefulness.   If  free  avocational  education  were 
available,  she  expresses  a  preference  for  typing  and  shorthand. 
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which  she  feels  would  help  her  as  a  student,  not  intending  to  make 
any  vocational  use  of  bhem,  but  is  also  interested  in  studying 
conversational  French  and  tap  dancing.   She  feels  satisfied  with 
the  high  school  education  received  and  would  not  make  any  change 
if  she  had  to  take  it  again. 

Reading  both  fiction  and  non-fiction  books  is  listed  as  one  of 
her  major  recreations,  and  she  has  obtained  more  than  ten  books 
from  the  public  library  in  the  last  four  weeks.   This  girl  is  very 
conscious  and  proud  of  her  religion  and  her  people  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  the  devotional,  educational,  and  recreational  ac- 
tivities of  the  church. 

In  addition  to  reading  she  lists  parties,  hobbled  and  ciiltural 
activities  as  her  recreational  interests.   ^.uestioned  further  about 
her  cultural  activities,  we  found  they  consisted  of  attending  lec- 
tures, reviewing  books  for  clubs  and  for  a  radio  station  once  a 
Vireek,  and  taking  part  in  theatricals.  A  need  is  expressed  for  ad- 
ditional recreational  centers  and  club  houses  in  the  neighborhood 
of  her  home,  which  should  include,  "facilities  for  children  to 
play,  opportunities  for  special  classes,  a  swimming  pool,  and 
facilities  designed  to  broaden  the  lives  of  young  married  people." 

Her  club  affiliations  include  a  literary  club,  a  Little  Theatre 
group,  and  the  Civic  j'lusic  Association. 

Although  at  one  time  during  the  past  twelve  months  seeking  em- 
ployment, this  youth  did  not  use  the  free  employment  agency  pro- 
vided, since,  "I  didn't  feel  they  could  offer  service  to  professional 
people."  A  question  on  the  adequacy  of  present  vrages  brought  forth 
the  follovj-ing  statement,  "I  feel  a  number  of  things  are  needed-. 
Some  form  of  regulation  by  the  government;  I  am  not  sure  of  the 
exact  method;  vocational  training  that  will  give  youth  so-ae  degree 
of  efficiency  in  earning  a  living.   Tlie  present  economic  system  is 
outmoded,  and  we  should  vrork  tcr/mrd  a  change  in  the  economic  order, 
however,  the  best  v;ay  at  present  is  a  governmental  regulation  of 
wages  coupled  with  labor  organizations.   There  should  be  collec- 
tive bargaining  and  cooperatives."  In  consistency  Y^ith  this  opin- 
ion, she  believes  tne  government  should  both  help  youth  to  get  jobs 
and,  if  necessary,  provide  jobs  for  them,  help  them  to  obtain  fur- 
ther education,  prohibit  all  child  labor,  helping  need;/  parents  if 
necessary,  provide  additional  recreation,  and  help  youth  v/ho  wish 
to  marry,  but  with  the  definite  qualification,  "under  the  present 
economic  situation  not  as  an  all-time  plan". 

Regarding  the  prevention  of  juvenile  delinquency  she  says,  "it 
is  impossible  to  cite  one  thing  the  community  can  do.   It  must  be 
a  combination  of  maxiy  things.   To  strike  at  the  root  of  the  trouble 
you  need  to  begin  mth  a  betterment  of  existing  economic  conditions. 
After  than  when  people  are  no  longer  hxmgry  and  in  physical  need 
you  need  to  educate  the  whole  population.   In  addition,  we  need  to 
establish  community  centers,  employment  services,  and  other  re- 
creational and  vocational  o.ids  that  will  occupy  the  time  and  in- 
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terest  of  the  young  people." 

A  question  about  the  best  source  of  sex  information  brought 
this  reply,  "It  is  difficult  to  make  a  blanket  statement.   It 
should  begin  at  home  and  continue  throughout  school  experience 
in  a  formal  way.   <Vhen  a  child  has  absorbed  the  f'.uidaraental  ele- 
ments, he  should  receive  definite  technical  knov/ledge  from  a  doc- 
tor or  literature.   No  one  thing  is  sufficient  in  itself. '' 

Choosing  "refuse  to  go"  as  her  course  of  action  in  case  the 
United  States  declared  war,  she  adds,  "That  is  my  present  atti- 
tude.  Hov/ever,  I  do  not  kiio-.v  hov/  inflexible  I  would  be  under 
pressure  of  circumstances."  She  believes  in  equal  rights  for 
people  of  other  races,  except  in  the  use  of  recreational  facili- 
ties, and  states,  "1/7hen  e  qual  opportunities  of  wages  and  educa- 
tion have  had  time  to  become  effective,  it  might  be  feasible. 
At  the  moment  I  still  retain  my  prejudice  against  any  social 
mixing  of  races.  Moreover,  this  plan  with  the  attitude  now 
existent  in  Dallas  would,  I  feel,  be  detrimental  to  the  ultimate 
cause  of  the  Negro  here.  However,  adequate  separate  recreational 
facilities  should  be  provided  for  them." 

Feeling  optimistic  about  her  oTrvn  future,  she  nevertheless  says, 
"However,  I  am  doubtful  of  the  future  as  a  whole,  and  I  do  not  feel 
that  the  future  of  the  individual  can  be  disassociated  fran  that 
of  the  whole." 


Case  12 
About  seventeen  per  cent  of  the  youth  encountered  in  the  course 
of  the  study  are  children  of  fariners.   Some  are  well  adjusted,  others 
for  economic  or  social  reasons  are  liaving  a  hard  strug;;^-le  and  finding 
the  city  far  from  the  land  of  promise  they  expected.   Our  calculations 
indicate  that  the  average  educational  level  of  this  group  is  consider- 
ably belov;  that  of  the  total  youth  group,  and  this  factor  should  per- 
haps be  considered  in  attempting  to  understand  their  problems.   The 
particular  case  here  presented  has  been  selected  because  it  does  not 
represent  an  extreme  type. 

The  boy,  nineteen  years  old,  is  unemployed,  able  and  willing 
to  work,  single,  and  ''not  aimin'  to  marry".   He  corapleteJ  the 
seventh  grade  of  school  and  did  not  enter  a  high  school  because 
he  could  not  afford  to  continue.   His  parents,  both  baptists. 
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still  live  on  ths  farm,  but  he  tired  of  farm  work  and  came  to 
the  city  to  find  employment.   Asked  v;hy  he  feels  he  has  not  been 
able  to  find  a  job,  he  says,  "Less'n  you  have  a  pull,  you  can't 
get  on."  Lack  of  money  has  prevented  his  taking  any  vocational 
training  so  far,  but  he  thinks  he  would  like  to  learn  to  be  a 
mechanic  if  a  free  course  of  this  kind  were  offered. 

He  has  never  received  any  vocational  guidance  and  would  not  be 
interested  in  any  cultural  or  avocational  course  even  if  it  v/ere 
offered  free.  Making  no  use  at  all  of  the  public  library,  he 
says,  "l  read  anything  except  continued  stories.   I  don't  like 
them";  and  further  questioning  revealed  that  "True  Stories"  and 
m.agazines  of  this  type  make  up  his  reading  material.   Playing 
team  games,  going  to  m.ovies,  and  hunting  and  fishing  occupy  his 
leisure  tim.e,  and  he  takes  no  part  in  church  activities,  because, 
"it  seems  like  I  always  have  some  place  to  go  or  something  to  do". 
He  is  unaware  of  any  additional  recreational  facilities  needed 
in  his  neighborhood,  and  expresses  no  interest  in  clubs  or  organ- 
izations. 

Although  needing  empiojnnent,  he  did  not  register  at  the  free 
employment  agency  provided,  since  he  did  not  know  how  the  agency 
functioned  ajid  was  too  bashful  to  go  down  and  make  inquiries. 
Believing  wages  are  in  general  too  lovf,    he  had  no  suggestion  of 
a  method  of  iraprovement,  adding,  "I  can't  go  into  that  politics 
stuff  and  don't  knov.'".   He  is  generally  opposed  to  child  labor 
but  thinks  exceptions  should  be  made,  "if  it  is  a  'have-to' 
case  that's  a  horse  of  a  different  color;  they  should  let  them  work, 
rthen  asked  for  the  teso  method  of  preventing  juvenile  delinquency, 
he  suggested,  "Give  them  employment";  and  also,  "I  'spect  most 
people  who  gets  in  trouble  are  out  of  a  job  and  wants  money.   They 
need  something  to  occupy  their  minds  so  they  won't  sit  and  think 
and  wonder.   These  boys  and  girls  meeting  on  corners  or  in  the 
park  cause  trouble.   I  know  from  experience." 

Feeling  that  hone  and  parents  are  the  best  source  of  sex  in- 
formation, this  boy,  howsver,  qualifies  his  opinion  vri.th,  ''Books 
on  sexology  are  good,  but  there  are  too  many  words  you  can't  under- 
stand in  them".   If  social  and  recreational  programs  were  offered 
in  the  neighborhood  schools,  he  thinks  he  would  only  be  interested 
in  taking  an  active  part  in  athletics  and  in  parties,  nothing  else 
appealing  to  him.   He  would  volunteer  immediately  in  case  of  xvar; 
and,  apparently  because  he  cannot  find  any  other  form  of  employ- 
ment, added,  "I'm  aimin'  to  join  the  army  anyway." 

In  selecting  "worried''  as  his  attitude  toward  the  future,  he 
remarked,  "if  I  don't  ^et  this  job  I'm  trying'  to,  I  don't  kaaw 
what's  going  to  happen". 
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Case  15 

"There's  only  one  person  in  the  world  who  car.  tell  you  how  things 

are,  that's  a  newsboy.   They  work  for  the  odd  pennies,  what's  left 

over.   People  v;ho  stand  at  the  top  csin't  tell  you,  but  v>re  stand  at  the 

bottom  and  look  up."   This  was  the  reaction  of  a  newsboy  v/hen  asked 

for  his  opinions  by  our  interviewer. 

The  young  man,  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  sin^^le,  is  a  high 
school  graduate  who  could  not  afford  to  continue  his  education. 
His  father  is  a  skilled  steel  worker,  and  his  mother  is  dead,  -'^e 
has  novr  left  home  and  is  living  in  what  he  describes  as  a  ''flop 
house"  in  the  loiver  business  section  of  town.  He  considers  sell- 
ing newspapers  his  regular  employment,  and  to  quote  his  otoi  vrords, 
"You  are  talking  to  a  bunch  of  boys  who  are  professional  newsbo:/s. 
We  circulate  around.   If  we  hear  of  some  news  in  iTort  V/orth  and 
think  we  could  sell  a  lot  of  papers  over  there,  we  go  there.   Some- 
times it's  hard  but  we  ;:'3t  there  oven  if  v;c  have  to  v»'alk. " 

This  young  man  looked  a  groat  dea.l  older  than  twenty-t\To,  and 
appeared  to  have  suffered  a  great  deal,  ^e   was  horriblr  crippled, 
his  right  leg  was  shriveled  and  he  had  no  foot,  but  he.  Wc"  s  nimble 
in  getting  around,  smiled  and  appeared  cheerful. 

He  maintains  that  laci-:  of  money  has  prevented  him  from  taking 
any  vocational  training,  out  he  would  be  interested  in  book>:oeping 
if  a  free  course  of  that  kind  were  available.  A  preacher  gave  him 
advice  about  a  choice  of  vocations,  but  the  boy  made  no  corru-.ent 
on  its  usefulness  or  practicality.   He  grea.tly  regrets  not  taking 
any  business  training  when  he  went  to  high  school,  and  also  ex- 
presses some  interest  nov-r  in  studying  music  and  the  arts  vrere  a  free 
course  offered. 

Making  no  use  of  tlie  librarjr  his  reading  is  confined  to  newspapers; 
he  says,  ''l  only  know  what  is  in  the  newspapers.   ..'e  can  back  up 
against  the  wall,  open  up  the  newspapers  and  road  t'lem  to  pass  the 
time  away. ''  His  only  other  recreational  pursuit  is  an  occasional 
attendance  at  a  movie. 

•^uite  positive  ir  his  declaration  of  a  need  for  more  recreation 
centers  he  saj/^s,  ''Newsboys  in  particular  need  a  place  to  go  for  re- 
creation, for  7rork-outs  and  boxing.   They  have  a  neTrVsboys  club  here 
alright,  but  no  real  newsboys  belong.   They  are  just  nine  and  ten 
year  old  boys  who  deliver  papers,  and  the  business  men  of  the  city 
give  money  to  it  and  think  they  are  helping  the  newsboys,  when  not 
a  real  newsboy  belongs.   The  boys  in  the  club  are  yo'jingsters  with 
homes  in  the  suburbs  v.-ho  have  paper  routes."  He  says  that  lack  of 
money  prevents  him  taking  part  in  any  clubs  or  organizations  at 
Dresent. 
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Asked  about  his  medical  history  he  stated  that  he  had  no  need 
of  medical  attention  in  the  last  year  but  had  received  a  medical 
examination  and,  "I  sisand  100  per  cent  perfect." 

"Newsboys  ought  to  have  a  union.   ITow  a  lot  of  people  buy  news- 
papers at  stands  in  hotels  but  they  have  other  things  they  can  sell,' 
remarked  this  youth  in  selecting  labor  unions  as  the  best  method  of 
raising  wages.   The  interviewer  had  some  difficulty  in  deciding  on 
the  method  the  youth  would  choose  to  decrease  juvenile  delinquency, 
but  it  seemed  to  be  a  combination  of  educational,  r  ecreational 
and  vocational  activity.   "Anything  to  keep  them  busy.   Change  their 
environment,  make  'em  stay  home  and  go  to  school,  there  they  mil 
get  the  meanness  knocked  out  of  them.   Othervri.se  they  begin  stealing 
pennies  and  end  up  stealing  automobiles.  All  of  us  were  just  as 
mean  as  we  could  be.  We  are  just  a  few  left  out  of  our  gang  who 
aren't  in  the  penitentiary." 

Sex  education  should  be  taught  in  the  junior  high  school  grades, 
"Let  that  be  brought  in  with  the  study  of  human  nature."  The  youth 
is  opposed  to  the  use  of  schools  as  recreational  and  social  centers, 
but  thinks  the  government  should  help  young  people  to  get  more  ed- 
ucation.  Opposed  to  any  kind  of  equality  for  other  races,  he  added, 
"A  Negro  should  stay  in  his  place,  after  all  the  '%ite  people  are 
the  making  of  the  v/orld." 

Vtoen  asked  to  define  his  attitude  toward  the  future  the  boy 
chose  "Optimistic",  adding,  "my  chances  are  Virhat  I  make  'em.   I 


got  great  hopes." 


Case  14 

This  girl,  eithgteen  years  of  age,  was  observed  going  from  door 
to  door  collecting  old  magazines  and  newspapers,  pushing  a  little 
home-made  hand  cart.   She  looked  like  a  tramp,  but  when  approached 
by  the  interviev-rer  her  manner  v/as  friendly  and  cooperative,  although 
not  highly  intelligent.   She  is  married,  and  she  and  her  husband  carry  o 
this  business,  selling  ivhatever  they  can  collect  to  used  m.agazine  dealer 
and  waste  paper  houses.   her  father  and  mother  before  her  carried  on 
this  same  vrark,  and  she  told  the  interviewer,  "l  didn't  better  myself 
none  when  I  married."   In  good  times  her  husband  is  an  automobile  me- 
chanic, but  he  has  not  had  a  job  for  a  considerable  period. 

The  girl  claimed  that  she  had  completed  the  ninth  grade  of  school, 
but  the  intervievrer  suspected  that  she  was  attempting  to  conceal  the 
truth  and  conform  to  what  she  supposed  was  some  educational  requirement. 
She  and  her  husband  m.ariage  to  support  themselves  after  a  fashion,  liv- 
ing in  a  shack  without  any  of  the  usual  comforts  and  conveniences, 
under  conditions  far  belov;  those  usually  considered  necessary  for 
liealth  and  decency,  but  have  never  had  to  go  on  relief.   She  would 
have  no  interest  at  all  in  vocatioxial  or  other  part-time  education, 
and  it  is  obvious  that  the  idea  of  such  a  thing  had  never  occurred 
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to  her.   However,  coulci  she  have  her  educational  experience  over 
again,  she  thinks  she  vrov.ld  like  to  take  ousiness  training,,  "So's 
I  could  make  plenty  of  money".   Her  parents  are  Baptists,  and  she 
attends  a  church  service  occasionally  but  none  of  the  young  people's 
programs,  "not  since  I  nuirried".   She  does  not  use  the  library,  and 
v;hen  questioned  about  herleisure  time  activities  she  could  think  of 
nothing  in  particular,  just  sitting  around  loafing;  and  added,  ''l 
don't  do  anything  since  I  married",  VJhen  the  question  of  additional 
recreational  facilities  needed  was  discussed,  she  said,  "They  need 
a  lot,  but  I  don't  know  lAiaat",   She  has  never  been  to  a  dentist 
in  her  life  and  never  had  aj\y  medical  attention.  No  opinion  could 
be  obtained  as  to  v,hether  she  thought  wages  of  workers  are  generally 
high  enough;  or  of  anything  the  community  could  do  to  keep  young 
people  from  conflict  with  the  law.   She  had  never  thought  either 
about  how  sex  information  should  be  obtained,  evidently  supposing 
that  you  just  picked  it  up.   Wot  opposed  to  other  people  drinking 
v;-hatever  and  wherever  they  liked,  she  says,  "l  don't  drink". 

"The  government  caii  do  most  anything  if  it  \7ants  to",  so  she 
approves  a  fairly  broad  prograui  of  help  for  young  people,  vocationally, 
educationally,  and  recroationally.   The  youth  admitted  thc^t  she  was 
quite  frightened  about  the  future;  could  see  no  help  for  herself 
at  all  and  felt  conde:nnad  to  go  on  -.'.-ith  her  present  precarious 
existence. 


Case  15 

Vv'e  naturally  encountered  many  cases  of  marital  maladjustment  diuring 

the  course  of  study,  a5id  although  each  follows  an  individual  pattern 

the  follovv'ing  case  contains  several  usual  features. 

The  girl  now  twentj--one  years  of  age  was  married  vi\->en   s'le  com- 
pleted the  sixth  grade  of  school  at  the  age  of  thirteen.   ohe  left 
her  husband  several  times  during  the  first  three  years  and  then  re- 
solved to  stay  with  him  for  at  least  a  year  regardless  of  how  they 
got  along.  At  the  end  of  the  year  she  left  him  and  they  vrere   divorced. 
Nine  months  later  she  married  another  man  v/ith  v>rhom  she  still  lives, 
and  they  have  one  child  two  years  of  age.   She  told  the  intervievrer 
that  she  m.et  the  only  man  she  has  ever  really  loved  "Aien   she  Tra.s 
fifteen  years  old,  but  has  never  gone  vj-ith  hi.-  or  been  associated 
with  him,  except  to  sec  hi.:,  occasionally  at  parties. 

Her  father  is  a  flour  packer  and  both  her  parents  are  Baptist 
and  li-ving  together.  She  has  no  interest  in  any   part-time  educa- 
tion, and  T/as  satisfied  with  the  schooling  she  received.   The  youth 
expressed  no  interest  whatever  in  the  use  of  the  library,  in  any 
church  activities,  or  in  clubs;  her  leisure  time  bei-ig  spent  in 
listening  to  the  rs.dio,  attending  an  occasional  movie  and  -walking. 
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This  arrangement  does  not  seem  to  suit  her  since  she  appears  quite 
restless  and  says,  "T/Te  don't  get  out  enough,  and  meet  people;  we 
just  sit  around  and  look  at  each  other.  My  husband  has  recently- 
taken  up  golf  and  that  helps  some,  but  he  doesn't  realise  it."  In 
apite  of  this  she  has  no  consciousness  of  additional  recreational 
facilities  needed  in  the  neighborhood. 

Convinced  that  wages  are  too  low  she  has,  nevertheless,  no 
suggestion  about  improveiaent,  and  when  asked  what  the  cornniujiity 
could  do  to  prevent  juvenile  delinquency  she  replied  that  it  vreis  an 
individual  matter  and  the  conanunity  could  do  nothin;^  at  all.   This 
youth  considered  that  sex  education  should  be  obtained  from  good 
books  available  either  in  homes  or  from  libraries.   She  would  not  be 
interested  in  taking  part  in  any  social  or  recreational  activities 
offered  in  the  neighborhood  schools,  but  is  not  opposed  to  their  use 
for  this  purpose. 

l/'ftien  asked  to  select  a  teri.i  describing  her  attitude  toward  the 
future,  she  said,  "My  attitu'ie  has  changed  in  the  last  vreek  or  two. 
I  guess  life  is  just  what  you  make  it  yourself.   I  guess  I'll  take 
life  as  it  cOiTies  and  stop  feeling  sorry  for  myself",  and  then 
circled,  "Resigned", 


Case  16 


The  young  married  vroman  of  limited  financial  and  cultural  resourceSj 
particularly  if  she  has  one  or  more  children,  presents  a  peculiar  prob- 
lem, and  often  feels  that  life  is  particularly  unrewarding. 

The  case  presented  is  that  of  a  twenty-threo  year  old  msirried 
woman  who  loft  high  scnool  during  her  senior  year  to  marry,  but  now 
says,  "I  wish  that  I  had  finished".   Her  father,  novf  deai^was  the 
manager  of  a  cotton  gin,  and  her  mother  has  since  remarried. 

J    The  youth  lives  under  conditions  affording  little  corafort  and 
no  luxury,  although  above  the  requirements  of  health  and  decency. 
She  exprcssod  some  interest  in  studying  art  vrere  a  free  course 
available,  and  vrould  like  to  have  taken  more  in  high  school,  adding, 
"Art  was  all  I  have  ever  cared  about.   I  took  all  I  could  get  but 
wanted  more."  She  mokes  no  use  of  the  loublic  library  v/hich  is  not 
easily  available,  but  exchanges  books  cuad  magazines  vath  her  neighbors. 

As  Sunday  is  "the  only  time  I  B.m  with  my  husband''  she  takes  no 
part  in  any  church  activity.   Once  every  t'/ro  or  three  weeks  she  at- 
tends a  movie  and  considers  this  her  only  recreation.  Asked  to 
suggest  additional  recreational  facilities  needed  by  youth  of  her 
neighborhood  she  chooses  cultural  and  educational  facilities  and 
equipment,  remarking,  "Women  around  hero  aren't  cultural  minded.   I 


A-24 


don't  come  in  conoact  with   people  my  age.   Yoijng  married  ■women  are 
tied  and  have  little  opporti;nity  for  recreation.   We  had  a  difficult 
time  and  Lad  to  drop  thin_,s  we  had  been  doin;-,  and  haven't  been 
able  to  take  them  up  a-ain.   We  can't  afford  to  hire  anyone  to  take 
care  of  our  children,   "iliat  they  should  do  all  alon/;;  here  is  to 
take  turns  (caring  for  children).   I  haven't  been  out  in  so  lon?^  I 
have  lost  interest  in  outside  things.  T/Ve  can't  go  out  at  ni,3ht. 
vforaen  need  thinj^s  in  educational  lines,   I  have  gotten  so  I  can't 
even  carry  on  a  conversation.   If  I  could  (l  vrould)  go   back  to 
school  or  do  anything  to  bring  me  back  to  par.   Staying  home  makes 
you  way  back. "  She  does  not  belong  to  any  clues  since  she  is  not 
acquainted  with  club  members;  "I  moved  here  about  sixteen  months 
ago  and  don't  lcnov>r  anyone." 

Her  husband  is  employed  in  a  local  automobile  assei.ibly  plant 

and  she  says,  "tto  one  is  saving  anything  at  the  plant, 

but  that  isn't  their  (the  employers')  fault'',  and  she  decided 
that  wages  vrero  not  in  general  too  low,  although  feeling  that  her 
husband  has  to  work  too  hard.  VtTien  the  problem  of  juvenile  de- 
linquency v/as  discussed,  this  youth  suggested  that  a  consultation 
bureau  for  boys  and  girls  would  help  the  situation,  explaining, 
"Most  girls  need  a  mother  confessor.   People  at  the  bureau  should 
be  young  enough  to  understand  the  problems  boys  and  girls  face." 
This  bureau  would  also  be  the  best  source  of  sex  odncation  in  her 
opinion  because  she  believes,  "Not  many  mothers  can  tell  girls 
v/ithout  being  embarrassed." 

If  a  program  of  social  and  recreational  activity  was  offered 
in  a  neighborhood  school  the  girl  indicated  she  would  like  to  take 
part  in  everything  except  athletics,  and  believes  in  the  use  of 
the  schools  for  this  purpose,  adding,  "people  pay  taxes".   She  is 
opposed  to  all  drinking  under  any  circumstances.   Although:  at  one 
time  during  the  interviev/  indicating  objection  to  child  labor, 
and  remarking,  "Help  should  be  provided  for  those  VJiiose  parents  can't 
afford  it",  (to  keep  the  children  in  school)  when  a  list  of  methods 
by  which  the  Government  could  help  young  people  was  presented  the 
youth  only  chose,  "help  youth  to  got  vocational  training'',  adding, 
"Help  youth  (this  way)  and  they  will  be  able  to  help  theirsclf". 

In  choosing  "Optimistic'"  at:  her  attitude  towa..  d  the  future,  she 
appeared  in  the  estimation  of  the  interviewer  to  be  selecting  a 
term  to  cover  the  way  she  thought  she  should  feel,  rather  thsui  ex- 
pressing her  true  attitude. 


Case  17 

This  young  man,  tv/onty-four  years  of  ago,  is  married  and  working 
as  an  accountant  for  the  Federal  Government.  At  the  time  h.e  gradu- 
at.,d.  froiTi  college  h.o  felt  his   cducatimt  vfp.2   co.aplote  o.nd   3>.curcd  om- 
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ploynient  within  a  few  j.ionths.  His  father  is  a  oankcr,  and  both 
parents  are  still  alive.   His  working  hours  do  not  permit  him 
to  take  any  further  education  at  prosent,  but  he  would  like  to 
study  law  if  a  free  course  were  available,   ^%  would  .lot  be  in- 
terested in  any  cultural  or  avocational  education,  since  he  feels  he 
should  equip  himself  vocationally  first.   He  has  received  no  vo- 
cational guidance,  and  if  he  oould  take  his  high  school  education 
a^,ain  would  make  no  change  in  the  courses. 

During  tho  past  four  weeks,  the  youth  has  obtained  several  non- 
fiction  books  from  the  public  library  but  does  not  list  reading  as 
one  of  his  chief  recreational  interests.   Because  ho  has  been  out 
of  town  on  week-end  trips  during  the  past  month  he  has  taken  no 
part  in  church  activities  recently  but  is  not  opposed  to  them. 
Movies,  hobbies  and  hunting  constitute  his  major  leism-e  time  in- 
terests. Vi'hen  asked  for  suggestions  about  specific  additioiis  needed 
in  the  present  recreational  program  he  replied,  "They  need  better 
economic  conditions  most  of  all,  and  the  recreational  problem  will 
be  mostly  solved."  A  discussion  of  vra^^es  revealed  that  the  youth 
thinks  they  are  too  low  and  said,  "There's  got  to  bo  a  basic  eco- 
nomic change,  so  that  v/e  will  produce  for  comsumption  rather  than 
for  profit.   Salaries  should  be  based  on  a  persons  service  to 
society,  and  everyone  is  ejititled  to  a  share  based  upon  this  ser- 
vice.  Child  labor  should  be  completely  abolished." 

vVlien  askod  to  suggest  methods  of  reducing  juvenile  delinquency, 
h.;  replied,  "Above  all  there  must  bo  a  social  and  economic  change. 
By  the  use  of  psychologists  and  psychiatrists  we  could  eliminate 
most  of  our  delinquents." 

Choosing  the  school  as  the  best  source  of  sex  ed-.ication,  the 
youth  thought  this  should  not  begin  until  the  tenth  grade,  -^^e 
would  not  take  part  iii  social  or  recreational  program.s  were  they 
oi'fered  in  the  evenings  in  the  public  schools,  but  is  not  opposed 
to  their  use  for  t.his  purpose. 

Under  the  present  syotom,  the  young  man  thinks  the  government 
should  reguls.te  wages  of  young  people  so  they  can  earn  a  decent 
living  and  should  help  them  to  got  vocational  and  other  education. 
If  the  United  States  declared  war,  ho  would  refuse  to  go,  but 
made  no  further  comment.   In  a  discussion  of  race  relationships, 
he  indicated  oxtrome  prejudice  and  is  opposed  to  any  sort  of  equality 
v/ithout,  however,  er.plai^.iing  his  position. 

Thinking  about  the  future,  he   feels  embittered  and  disgusted. 


Case  18 
The  youth  v;ith  a  good  education i,  a  cultural  upbringing  and  an  at- 
tractive personality,  v/hose  only  apparent  problem  was  an  economic  one. 


vras  often  encountered  dv.rir.,.  the  study.   This  type  is  particularly  preva- 
lent in  the  young  married  group,  and  the  case  ]\ere   presented  has  many 
typical  aspects. 

A  young  married  woman,  tv;enty-four  years  old,  intelligont  and 
refined,  is  the  daughter  of  a  civil  engineer.  After  completing  tvvo 
years  of  college  in  Ohio,  she  could  not  affoi'd  to  continue  and,  after 
seeking  between  tvrelve  Eund  eighteen  nontI:s,  obtained  emploiTnent. 
iMaile  still  in  her  home  tovm  in  Ohio,  she  married  a  youn^  man  viho 
appears  capable  but  lias  been  handicapped  by  extreme  deafness.   Acting 
on  the  advice  of  physicians,  who  thought  that  the  v/crmer  cliiaato 
vrould  be  beneficial  they  came  here  from  Ohio  last  summer.   He  se- 
cured a  position  vdbh  a  vacuum  cleaner  company,  but  th>-;  v^'ar  e  is  so 
low  that  they  can  afford  to  ront  only  one  room  and  the  use  of  a 
kitchen  for  cooki.ig  purposes. 

In  the  fall  of  last  yoar  the  girl  took  two  months  private  in- 
struction in  stenography  but  found  that  at  the  rate  she  was  pro- 
gressing, it  would  take  six  inonths  to  complete  the  coiArse  and  she 
could  not  afford  to  continue.   She  vrould  be  anxious  to  take  a  secre- 
tarial course  if  it  v/ere  available  free,  but  is  not  interested 
±:,  the   part-time  course  no'w  offered  in  the  high  school  since  the 
teachers  there  have  told  her  the  course  would  take  tviro  complete 
winter  terms,  and  she  would  rather  wait  until  she  could  afford  a 
full-time  course,   -^'his  young  person  thinks  that  hi^  schools  should 
allow  and  encourage  i:ioro  business  training  along  with  the  cultural 
course,  because  college  students  need  typing  and  shortliand  in  their 
studies  v/hether  or  not  thoy  use  tliem  in  gainful  employment.   If 
she  had  her  high  school  vrork  to  do  again  she  would  endeavor  to  in- 
clude more  along  this  lino  and  adds,  "I  had  time  to  take  it  if  I 
had  been  allowed  to".   ■'Jhe  also  suggests  that  there  should  be  core 
creative  work  in  grade  sciiools  and  more  training  in  economics  be- 
fore students  reach  hig.i  school. 

Reading  is  listed  as  one  of  her  three  chief  recroationc.l  in- 
terests and  she  has  used  the  library  to  obtain  both  fiction  and 
non-fiction  material.   Taking  a  fairly  regular  part  in  church 
devotional  and  recrettional  ezerciscs,  she  states,  "\'.'o  are  not  reli- 
giously inclined,  but  we  did  attend  church  and  Sunday  iichool  when 
we  first  came  because  v/c  wanted  to  meet  people.   Wo  met  some  nice 
people,  and  would  probably  have  tried  to  find  more  friends  but  we 
have  such  a  low  salary  that  wo  can't  do  much.  7fo  can't  call  up 
people  and  say,  'Let's  do  this  or  that'  because  we  simply  haven't 
got  the  money. " 

During  a  discussion  of  the  best  means  by  v-tiich  wages  could  be 
raised,  a  new  economic  system  was  suggested,  and  the  youth  thinlcs 
this  will  eventually  cone  about.   This  girl  is  opposed  to  child 
labor,  her  opinion  being:   "Youth  should  finish  high  school  because, 
according  to  tables  of  figures  I  have  read,  their  earning  power  is 
nover  high  and  diminishes  early  if  they  have  only  a  grade  school 


educationi  howevor,  there  should  be  more  technical  training  in 
high  school."  "hen  juvenile  delinquency  was  discussed,  she  suggested 
recreation  with  supervision  as  the  best  preventive  measure,  adding, 
"This  should  start  with  young  children  so  they  will  have  a  social 
pattern.   Recreation  for  youth  should  be  as  attractive  as  possible  so 
they  will  seek  it  voluntarily."  This  young  couple  belong  to  no  clubs 
or  organizations,  because  they  cannot  afford  the  money,  but  the  wife 
thinks  they  vrould  take  au  active  part  in  social  and  recreational 
programs  if  the  neighborhood  schools  were  used  for  this  purpose. 

This  young  woman  suggests  the  very  early  grades  of  school  as 
the  best  source  of  sex  education,   ohe  believes  in  a  fairly  broad 
program  of  govorninent  help  for  young  people,  and  commenting  on  a 
possibility  of  a  program  financing  yoi th  who  desire  further  educa- 
tion, she  said,  "Of  course,  I  realize  that  grades  would  have  to  be 
part  of  the  requirement,  but  desire  should  be  considered  quite  as 
much  as  grades,"  Asked  vdicther  the  government  should  help  young 
people  who  vrish  to  marry,  she  said,  "l  don't  Icnow  how  to  answer 
that.   It  takes  a  lot  of  nerve  to  marry  on  a  little  salary.   If 
the  people  back  home  Imew  Jiow  little  v/e  had  to  manage  on  they 
would  think  wo  were  crazy,  but  it  can  be  done.   You  have  to  give 
up  a  lot  of  things  you  are  used  to.   v'e  like  to  play  golf  and  things 
like  that  but  we  cannot  afford  it.   -t  seems  to  take  a  long  time  to 
get  ahead  though.   It  is  quite  a  problen." 

In  case  of  war,  this  youUj;  woman  feels  that  she  would  refuse  to 

go.   t>he  is  extremely  liberal  in  her  attitude  toward  the  other  races 

and  feels  th.oy  should  have  more  tlian  equal  opportunities  ir.  order  to 
overcome  the  handicap  of  their  present  back-A'-ardness. 

3hc  chooses,  "Optimistic"  as  her  attitude  toward  bhe  futiire,  but 
the  interviewer  felt  that  she  is  a  little  frightened  and  discouraged, 
although  still  retaining  faith  in  her  husband. 

This  cas J  seemed  of  such  peculiar  interest  to  the  interviewer  and 

the  problem  of  the  husband's  deafness  so  definitely  established,  that 

she  obtained  informatiou  which  was  passed  on  to  the  young  couple  and 

has  eventually  led  to  the   husband's  obtaining,  through  a  branch  of 

t?ie  Federal  Government,  an  improved  cype  of  hearing  equipment  which 

seems  to  have  almost  ell.ininatod  his  pro i;  lem  in  this  direction. 

The  interviewer  has  kept  i:i  intimate  touch  with  those  young 
people,  and  they  are  considei-ably  more  hopeful  and  are  planning 
to  return  soon  to  Ohio  and  start  again.   They  feel  that  since  the 
husband  no  longer  has  the  handicap  of  deafness  they  will  not  have 
any  trouble  in  re-establishing  themselves  and  improving  their 
financial  condition.   This  experiment  has  therefore  been  of  con- 
siderable interest,  and  the  interviewer  intends  to  keep  in  touch 
with  the  case  for  some  time. 
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It  will  perhaps  be  G-irprisin;_;  to  some  to  realize  the  extent  of 
parental  resicbiction  which  sometimes  still  exists,  surrounded  though 
it  is  by  the  more  frequent  cor.iplete  freedoai  of  modern  yout'i.   This  is 
often  accompanied  by  deep  religious  conviction  on  the  pe.rt  of  the  parents, 
partially  or  v/holly  sharod  by  the  children.   The  two  follovfinj,  cases 
represent  the  extremes  of  acceptance  and  revolt,  betiveen  v/hich  lie  a 
number  of  more  or  less  ill  adjusted  lives. 

Case  19 

Our  example  is  of  a  young  girl,  seventeen  years  of  a£e,  single, 
unemployed  but  able  and  -.villing  to  work.   Shyness  and  badamrdness 
seem  to  have  acted  as  deterrents  against  an  active  search  for  em- 
ployment and  she  says  in  her  oivn  -words,  "l  just  haven't  looked 
much".   The  girl  completed  the  ninth  grade,  and  then  had  a  trouble- 
some illness,  got  behind  \vlth  her  studies  because  of  it,  became 
discouraged  and  dropped  out  of  school. 

Her  parents  belon^;  to  one  of  the  smaller  Protestant  denominations 
of  the  evangelical  type.  Activity  in  the  devotional,  recreational, 
and  educational  activities  of  the  church  occupy  most  of  the  leisure 
time  of  the  youth,   ^he  occasionally  listens  to  the  radio,  and  al- 
thougii  interested  in  reading,  in  confined  by  her  parents  to  the  Bible 
and  Sunday  School  lessons  for  material  ajid  not  allowed  to  read  any 
magazines  or  novels . 

Her  father  is  a  sign  painter  in  moderate  circumstances,  and 
although  an  undercurrent  of  dissatisfaction  with  home  conditions  -vvas 
obvious  throughout  the  i.iterview,  the  youth  is  far  too  dependent 
upon  her  parents  to  consider  leaving  home.  YJhen  asked  if  she  would 
make  any  use  of  free  vocational,  cultural,  or  other  part-time  courses 
were  they  available  the  .youth  indicated  she  vrauld  not  participate 
under  any  circumstances.   The  parents  are  planning  to  start  !ier  in 
a  three  year  Bible  School  course  beginning  next  September. 

Having  never  been  subject  to  any  vocational  guidance,  and  dis- 
playing a  general  naive  indifference,  the  youth  I-cnew  of  no  change 
s:,c  would  make  in  her  formal  education  if  she  had  to  take  it  again. 
A  request  for  suggestions  about  additional  recreational  facilities 
needed  by  youth  in  her  neighborhood  brought  fort;i  the  obvious  re- 
ply, "more  parks".   It  should  be  observed  that  only  one  sm.all  park 
servos  a  very  large  neighborhood  in  this  section  of  toim,  and  this 
request,  t.  erjforo,  contained  little  originality. 


e- 
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The  sirl  takes  no  part  in  any  cl-abs  or  organizations  as  her 
parents  object  to  aiiy  such  activity  outsido  the  church,   oeveral 
years  ago,  too  long  for  her  to  remember  when,  she  visited  a  den- 
tist, but  Ginco  then  has  had  no  such  care  and  no  medical  exami- 
nation or  attention  in  the  last  tvrolve  months.  Althougli  vaguely 
aware  of  the  existence  of  free  empl ojraient  agencies,  the  youth 
had  not  regir.torod,  and  was  -oi-ifibie  bo  rp-ve  any  reason  why. 

Child  labor  should  be  permitted,  she  feils,  if  the  family  needs 
help.  Unable  to  give  a  general  opinion  regarding  the  adequacy  of 
wages,  she  thought  some  were  high  enough  and  others  vrere   not. 

Requested  for  suggestions  as  to  the  methods  the  com^aunity  might 
undertake  to  reduce  juvenile  delinquency,  she  remarked,  obviously 
repeating  an  often  heard  phrase,  "Get  rid  of  cheap  dance  halls."   The 
youth  would  not  approve  of  the  use  of  neighborhood  schools  as  social 
and  recreational  centers,   ihe  feels  that  sex  education  should 
be  obtained  from  the  home  and  parents.   It  is  interesting  to  observe 
that,  rather  conflicting  with  her  former  attitude,  vAier.   she  was 
faced  with  a  list  of  activities  in  which  the  government  might  en- 
gage in  the  interest  of  young  people,  she  chose  eight  out  of  nine. 

In  case  the  United  estates  declared  war  she  said,  "I'd  try  to 
keep  out  of  it",  but  indicated  that  she  vrould  go  if  drafted. 
Vfeen  the  question  of  race  relations  was  discussed,  she  expressed 
conflicting  opinions,  believing  other  races  should  r eceive  the 
same  pay  for  the  same  job  and  should  be  allowed  the  franchise,  ob- 
jecting to  their  use  of  recreational  facilities  and  to  their  repre- 
sentation on  the  city  police  force,  and  having  no  opinion  as  to 
whether  equal  education  opportunities  should  be  provided  or  not. 
She  claims  a  feeling  of  enthusiasm  toward  the  future,  although 
actually  expressing  resignation.  At  the  close  of  the  interview 
the  mother  said,  "She  feols  like  a  rich  girl,  but  she  doesn't  have 


penny. 


Faith  in  the  Lord  is  everything." 


CasQ  20 

This  is  the  second  interview  v;ith  Miss  K.   The  first  one  was 

taken  in  the  presence  of  a  friend,  and  at  its  conclusion,  Miss  K, 

follov/ed  the  interviewer  and  asked  hi   to  destroy  the  first  schedule 

because  her  answers  had  been  dictated  by  fear  of  the  witness. 

The  girl,  nineteen  years  old,  single,  states,  "l  am  willing 
and  able  to  work  but  my  mother  Y;ill  not  let  mo.   I  did  work  last 

summer  for  three  weeks  at  S Drug  Store,  but  broke  my  leg, 

and  my  mother  claimed  that  "it  was  the  punishment  of  '"rod  because 
I  had  smoked  a  cigarette,  and  nov;  she  will  not  let  mc  work." 
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I'he  girl  is  a  hi^h  school  gradnabe  -.vho  could  not  afford  to  continue 
school,  but  who  was  satisfied  ^'.Ith  the  course  of  studies  she  re- 
ceived.  Her  parents  belon;;  to  a  small  Protestant  donomination, 
holding  rather  peculiar  ideas.   The  father,  who  v/as  a  -manager  of 
a  store,  is  dead,  and  the  family  now  lives  under  conditions  of 
bare  decency.   The  girl  claims  she  has  received  vocational  guidance 
from  a  personal  friend  who  was  equipped  to  understand  her  problems 
and  capabilities  and  the  vocational  opportunities  available.   If 
a  free  course  of  tj^ing  and  stenography  were  available,  she  v/ould 
be  interested  in  taking  it,  and  if  free  cultural  courses  vrere 
available,  she  would  like  to  study  music  appreciation.   Her  family 
objects  to  her  reading,  secular  material,  and  she  therefore  makes 
no  use  of  the  public  library. 

She  has  not  attended  church  recently,  saying,  "Uy  mother  suffers 
from  religious  insanity.   I  hate  her  and  don't  go  to  church  because 
I  knwv  it  wounds  her."  Tho  only  leisure  time  activity  in  v.-hich 
she  is  allovj-ed  to  engage  is  needle-work,  although  she  would  like 
to  belong  to  clubs  if  her  mother  did  not  object,   -^he  knows  of  no 
addition  the  community  co^ild  make  to  existing  recreational  activi- 
ties, which' may  be  based  upon  the  feeling  that  she  would  not  be 
allowed  to  use  then  anyway.  Aware  of  thu  i'ree  emplojrment  agencies 
available,  and  desiring  to  register,  she  was  nevertheless  prevented 
by  her  mother's  attitude.   She  thinks  the  government  should  pro- 
hibit all  child  labor,  and  that  wages  could  host  be  i  proved  by 
government  regulation.   In  discussing  juvenile  delinquency,  she 
suggested  that  improved  economic  conditions  would  help  more  than 
anything  else  the  co;-raaunity  could  do. 

Because  of  the  family  discord,  she  would  leave  home  if  the  op- 
portunity presented  itself.   If  the  schools  wore  used  as  social 
and  recreational  centers,  she   vrauld  like  most  to  take  part  in 
musical  activities.   The  young  vraraan  thinks  that  sex  education 
should  begin  in  school  with  the  seventh  and  eighth  grades.   Although 
not  dosiring  the  privilege  for  herself,  she  feels  that  others  should 
be  allowed  to  drink  in  their  avm   homes  if  they  wish.   In  case  tho 
United  States  declared  war,  she  would  volunteer  because  "they'd 
get  me  anywajr".   Her  attitude  toward  other  races  is  divided  between 
believing  in  equality  of  wages  and  educational  opportunities  but 
restrictions  against  use  of  recreational  facilities,  representation 
on  the  police  force,  and  voting  in  primary  elections. 

Her  attitude  tovrard  the  future  is  embittered  and  disgusted,  and 
she  is  evidently  suffering  under  the  treatment  of  her  -.r.other.   She 
begged  the  interviewer  to  help  her  find  v/ork,  where  the  mother  could 
not  locate  her. 
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Case  :il 
It  Tfould  obvlovjt^ly  be  misleading,  were  we  to   claim  bo  be  a.ble 
to  judr,e  from  our  sched-aled  interviews,  the  manner  in  which  individuals 
would  react  to  any  ^ivori  political  or  economic  crisis.   It  seemed  ap- 
parent, hov/cver,  throut^.hont  tlie  study  that  many  young  people,  v/iio 
think  of  themselves  as  ''liberal"  or  "progressive",  actually  react  to 
many  social  issues  not  with  reasoned  though.t,  but  with  a  blind  emo- 
tionalism which,  conceivably  vrould  make  them  excellent  material  for 
leaders  designing,  luidor  various  patriotic  guises,  to  protect  con- 
servati've  interests,  by  violent  methods. 

The  young  mtm   in  bhe  exaraple  presented  is  tvrenty-four  years  of 
age  and  separated  from  his  wife.   Fe  is  employed  as  an  auto  me- 
chanic but  was  not  workinf  at  the  time  of  the  intcrvieiv  as  he  was 
recovering  from  an  attac.lc  of  influenza.   He  coa'.plcted  one  year 
of  collet^e,  and  gives,  as  his  reason  for  discontinuing,  a  quarrel 
with  a  professor  about  his  daughter,  \rith  whom  the  youth  was  keep- 
ing company  at  the  time.   Both  parents  of  the  boy  are  dead,  and 
he  received  his  early  training  in  an  orphanage. 

Referring  later  to  child  labor  and  juvenile  delinquency  he 
says,  "They  should  take  care  of  them  tha.t  vray  (put  them  in  an  or- 
phanage) instead  of  letting  them  vrork.   The  depression  came  and 
changed  everybody's  ideas.   You  have  to  li-.-e  today  and  you  don't 
laaow  \vhat  will  come  tomorrov/.   They  aren't  vd.lling  to  give  you 
a  chance.   It  takes  someone  like  Boake  Carter  to  tell  'cm  what 
to  do."  Ihe  young  man  now  lives  in  a  comfortably  furnished  hom.e 
and  has  an  automobile.  He  has  not  toien  any  part-time  courses 
recently,  and  feels  no  particular  need,  although  indicating  that 
if  a  free  Diesel  Engineering  course  were  available  he  vrould  be 
interested, 

An  employer  gave  hi  i  vocational  guidance  at  one  time,  but  no 
comment  is  made  as  to  its  usefulness.  He  would  not  be  interested 
in  cultural  or  avocational  education,  and  makes  no  use  of  the 
library  although  occasionally  spending  some  time  reading,  mostly 
magazines.   He  attends  both  church  devotional  services,  and  JJunday 
School  classes.   His  chief  recreational  activities  are  attending 
movies,  dancing,  and  ]iu:itiig. 

Questioned  as  to  additional  recreatioiial  facilities  no^vded,  he 
suggested  parks  and  playgrounds.   He  has  no  interest  in  clubs  or 
organizations  and  says,  "Clubs  aro  a  lot  of  nuisance." 


Although  confined  to  led  ivith  influenza  he  considers  he  had  no 
need  for  medical  attention  during  the  past  year,  but  did  take  a 
routine  medical  examination  and  scheduled  dental  examination, 
teing  employed  regularly  during  the  past  twelve  months,  he  had 
no  need  to  make  use  of  the  free  employment  agencies  provided.   In 
a  discussion  as  to  v/hethor  wages  are  high  enough,  and  if  not,  the 
best  means  of  regulating  them,  he  sug.^^ested  that  they  v/ere  too 
low  and  that  government  regulation  was  the  best  method  of  improve- 
ment,  i^e  was  opposed  to  unions  of  any  kind,  "l  will   furnish  .the 
machine  guns  to  line  up  all  the  union  men  and  shoot  'em  dor.-n, 
including  Lewis  himself;  the  governiaent  should  set  the  f tandards 
of  wages . " 

Apparently  feeling  that  the  question  did  not  have  much  import- 
ance since,  "They  learn  enoug":  amnvay",  he  finally  selected  home  and 
parents  as  the  best  source  of  sex  education.  He  is  opposed  to  the 
free  use  by  the  coramunity  of  neighborhood  schools  as  social  and  re- 
creational centers,  but  thinks  such  use  might  be  permitted  if  a  charge 
was  made,  "that  should  be  paid  into  the  general  school  fund". 

Drink5-r.g  should  be  pci-mitted  anj'^//:;ere  and  ever\-vvhere,  ''If  a 
man  wants  to  take  a  drink  even  in  Congress  it's  alright".   Govern- 
ment help  for  youth,  should  include,  "Provide  jobs", "Regulate  wages", 
"Finance  youth  who  wish  to  get  started  in  their  own  business",  and 
"Help  needy  parents  so  youi;!-  can  con~inue  in  school'',  but  he  is  op- 
posed to  help  with  vocational  or  other  education,  to  the  provision  of 
bettor  recreational  facilities,  and  to  help  for  yout'^  who  wish  to 
marry.   Asked  for  an  opinion  of  his  course  of  action  in  case  the 
United  Stat-js  declared  -.var,  he  said,  "Volunteer  immediately.   I'd  be 
in  the  air  corps  so  quick  it  would  be  a  shame.  We  ouglit  to  have  a 
"vVorld  \?ar.  V«'o  ou/;ht  to  have  this  country  a  free  country  or  not  a 
free  country.   You  can't  get  into  California  without  so  much  money 
in  your  pocket.  VJliy  can't  you  go  any  place  in  the  United  States  you 
want  to?  vli-L-y   should  you  have  to  pay  to  park  downtown?  The  streets 
are  public,  and  besides  the  parking  meters  don't  insure  you.   They 
ought  to  cut  out  politics.  Anybody  Yfho  says  Republican  or  liomocrat 
ought  to  be  shot." 

A  generally  liberal  attitude  toward  other  races  is  indicated,  and 
regarding  the  right  to  vote  he  says,  "There  are  good  and  bad  in  all 
races;  they  all  have  to  live  under  the  same  government;  they  should 
know  v.-hat  they  ai-e  voting  about.   The  information  should  not  come 
directly  from  the  candidates  speeches;  the  records  office  should  send 
out  circulars  about  them,  (the  candidates)  giving  actual  facts." 

Regarding  his  attitude  toward  the  futi^re  he  says,  "I  live  in  the 
present.   Yesterday  is  gone  and  tomorrow  is  only  a  gre.i.t  opporcimity. 
There  are  too  many  people  rA'iO   live  in  the  future  rather  than  in  the 
present. " 


iU33 


Case  22 

This  youiif;,  woman,  xxavr  t\ventj'--four  years  of  age,  married,  completed 
the  sixth  grade  of  full-tii~ie  school,  then  completed  the  seventh  at 
night  school  and  took  a  three  months'  business  course.   She  left 
full-time  day  school  because  she  needed  to  have  a  goiter  operation, 
vfhich  was  never  performed  because  the  family  became  afraid.   She  is 
ill  much  of  the  time  novj-  but  has  no  definite  plans  about  remedying 
her  conditions.   In  spite  of  her  ill  health  she  would  like  to  work, 
and  until  t^vo  months  ago,  did  operate  an  elevator  in  a  department 
store,  but  her  physical  ailments  forced  her  to  give  up  this  job. 
For  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years,  her  father  has  boon  a  constable, 
and  her  parents  are  living  together. 

Lack  of  money  has  prevented  her  taking  any  part-oime  courses 
recently,  but  she  would  like  to  take  a  free  course  in  b eauty  culture 
if  it  were  avilable.  Also  interested  in  nurses'  training,  she  does 
not  feel  she  could  complete  the  necessary  educational r equirements 
to  qualify  for  enrollment,  as  she  was  "dull"  in  school.   She  is  not 
interested  in  any  cultural  or  avocational  education  and  has  never 
received  any  vocational  guidance.   If  she  had  her  schooling  to  take 
again,  she  thinks  she  would  like  to  take  more  spelling,   Tl-ic  youth 
does  not  use  the  public  library  now,  since  she  finds  that  she  had 
difficulty  returning  her  books  on  time,  necessitating  payment  of 
fines.   The  library  is  a  long  distance  from  her  homo,  and  she 
cannot  afford  the  necessary  street  car  fare.   She  roads  "Lovo  otory 
and  "Detective  wtory"  .nagaKinos,  "when  I  am  not  too  nervous  to  read". 

When  the  question  of  church  participa.tion  v/as  discussed,  she 
first  said  she  had  been  too  sick  to  go,  but  further  questions  eli- 
cited, "My  father  acts  as  pastor  for  a  little  church  out  in  Oak 
Cliff;  it's  a  little  church  and  they  are  always  in  an  uproar.   I 
don't  like  to  go."  .'''ovies,  listening  to  the  radio,  and  riding  in 
automobiles  constitute  her  recreational  activities,  but  slic  vrould 
like  to  belong  to  clubs  if  she  could  afford  the  nonoy.   She  has 
lived  in  her  present  neighborhood  about  six  months  but  feels  she 
has  no  opinion  as  to  vjiiether  additional  recreational  facilities 
are  needed.   She  has  rjot  been  to  the  dentist  in  the  past  ten  years, 
although  she  admits  havir'.;;  three  teeth  so  bad  that  th.e;;'  need  to 
be  pulled. 

^uring  the  past  year  she  las  received  medical  attention  from 
a  private  physician. 

The  girl  apparent].y  ivas  unaware  of  free  employment  agencies 
available,  and  when  r.upulied  with  a  list  of  addresses  by  the  inter- 
viewer said  she  vrould  register,   '^he  thinks  v/ages  are  too  lev/,  but 
has  no  suggostio?^  as  to  how  to  raise  them,  and  states,  "Uy   husband 
needs  a  raise.   Ke  is  a  coinc^ercial  artist,  and  the  company  makes 
four  or  five  dollars  profit  on  every  picture.   He  vrorks  by  the  hour 
and  gets  eighteen  dollars  a  week." 


"Give  thor:  entertainment  onoe  or  tv;ice  a  week,  and  also  holp 
them  to  p,et  \7ork;  that  is  most  important",  was  the  youth's  sugges- 
tion for  decreasing  juTeiiile  delinquency,  and  later  in  the  inter- 
view she  said,  "Mothers  who  let  children  run  around  in  the  streets 
like  little  thugs  should  have  sometliing  done  about  them.   3ome 
welfare  society  should  look  into  the  homes  of  these  children  run- 
ning around  begging,  etc.   If  something  was  to  be  done  while  they 
are  small  they  vrouldn't  ^rov;  up  to  be  high-jackers  and  thugs.   Some 
kind  of  entertainment  to  interest  boys  and  girls  would  help  the  older 
ones." 

Sex  education  should  be  obtained  by,  "the  boy  from  the  fatjier 
and  the  girl  from  the  mother".   Somewhat  doubtful  about  the  ad- 
visability of  using  neigiiborhood  schools  as  social  and  recreational 
centers,  she  finally  decided  she  would  be  interested  in  dances  and 
musical  or  dramatic  activities  if  they  v/ere  given.   Drinking  should 
be  allowed  in  saloons  and  cafes,  "if  it  is  done  in  the  right  v.'ay, 
I  don't  like  to  see  people  rvet  sloppy."   She  believes  in  a  fairly 
broad  program  of  government  help  for  young  people  but  not  to  the 
extent  of  providing  jobs  or  financing  youth  who  want  to  get  started 
in  their  o-vm  business. 

In  reply  to  questions  about  her  actio;i  in  case  the  United  States 
declared  war,  she  said,  "I'd  go  if  drafted.   I  guess  I'd  be  like 
the  rest  of  them,  I'd  join.   I'd  volianteer  if  I  v/as  single  and 
wait  until  called  if  married."  S];e  has  a  fairly  liberal  attitude 
tov/ard  the  other  races.   Claiming  that  she  is  optimistic  tovrard 
the  future,  she  says,  "l  think  iny   husband  will  get  to  finish  his 
education,  and  things  will  be  much  better  for  us".   The  husband 
is  now  studying  commercial  ait  in  Technical  Hi_;h  School  and  plans 
to  go  to  Chicaa-o  to  study. 


Case  25 
Because  of  the  variety'  of  educational,  social  and  economic  back- 
grounds, it  is  extremely  difficult  to  determine  from  oiar  sample,  whether 
youth  of  foreign  born  parents  have  difficulties  of  adjustment  specific 
to  them.   The  two  follov'.ang  cases  present  some  interesting  features, 
but  are  not  intended  to  be  conclusive. 

A  young  married  woman,  t-^renty- three  years  of  age,  left  school 
in  her  senior  year  to  marry.   Her  parents,  living  together,  were 
both  born  in  Czecho-Slovakia,  and  Vac,   father  is  a  foreman  lead 
burner.   The  girl  li-ves  in  a  home  furnished  in  a  fair  degree  of 
comfort.  Although  she  has  received  no  vocational  guidance,  she 
claims  that  lack  of  money  has  prevented  her  so  far  from  taking 
a  part-time  course.   She  would  be  interested  in  taking  typing 
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were  a  free  course  available,  lar=^ely  because,  "I  p;et   so  terribly 
lonoso;,ie,  and  I  want  something  to  do".   She  expressed  no  interest 
in  avooational  education,  nor  in  the  use  of  the  library,  although 
she  reads  magazines  occasionally.   If  she  could  have  her  high 
school  experience  over  again,  sue  thinks  she  \¥ould  take  raore  foreign 
languages  and  have  gone  ou  "to  be  a  teacher". 

Che  seemed  to  be  too  shy  to  join  a  church  or  take  part  in  any 
religious  activity,  although  both  her  parents  are  merabers  of  the 
Methodist  church,  but  expressed  no  opposition.   Her  only  recrea- 
tional activities  during  the  past  year  have  been  attending  movies, 
listening  to  the  radio  and  occasionally  going  to  the  Centennial 
Exposition.  Apparently  she  misses  her  hoEie  and  association  in 
Chicago  very  much.  Vflien  asked  about  additional  r F;creational  facil- 
ities needed  in  her  neighborhood,  she  chose  recreational  centers, 
adding,  "l  have  been  in  Dallas  two  years  and  would  like  so 'lething 
like  they  have  in  Chicago:   teams,  boxing,  draiaatic  classes,  etc.  - 
anything  to  keep  them  off  the  street.   These  kids  around  here  scare 
me  to  death  running  around.   The  city  should  provide  a  recreaoional 
field  house.   It  would  only  be  necessary  to  hire  one  man  and  one 
wo-nan  to  keep  it  going.   In  Chicago,  married  women  meet  in  the  after- 
noons and  sew  or  have  dramatics.   The  children  are  taken  care  of 
in  the  nurserj'-.   At  night  they  have  gym  classes  for  womon.   The 
coiraaunity  has  a  right  to  demand  this,  as  they  pay  taxes."  The 
youth  showed  tho  intervievrer  a  coimnunity  paper  from  Chicago  which 
told  of  additional  activities  at  the  field  house  in  question.   The 
youth  expressed  an  interest  in  clubs  and  again  advanced  shyness 
and  lack  of  association  with  club  members  as  hor  reason  for  not 
belonging.   She  says,  "I  do  not  know  any  one  in  Dallas,   ^eople 
do  not  seem  to  vra.nt  to  know  you,   I  never  meet  anyone  except  in 
apartment  houses.   It  turns  you  against  Dallas.   People  don't  have 
ambition  to  get  up  and  do  things.   Only  youjigsters  do  that.  I'Tnen 
you  are  twenty-three  or  twenty-four,  you  are  supposed  to  dry  up 
and  blovj-  away,  •^eople  arc  so  money-hungry  they  won't  got  together 
or  go  on  a  party." 

She  thinks  wages  are  too  low,  particularly  consideri'ig  tho 
price  of  food  here,  but  has  no  suggestion  about  inprovemont.  V.Tien 
asked  to  suggest  the  best  method  to  prevent  juvenile  delinquency, 
she  again  mentioned  recreation  v;ith  supervision.   Tho  government 
should  prohibit  all  children  from  working,  sinco,  "That  ruins  a 
child's  mind;  they  are  grown  up  before  their  time."  Sex  education 
should  be  obtained  by  a  combination  of  "the  parents  and  gym  in- 
structor in  high  school".   This  girl  advocates  the  use  of  the 
sci-iools  as  social  and  recreational  centers,  and  indicates  that  she 
would  take  aa  active  part  if  opportunity  v-rere  provided.   Drinking, 
she  feels,  should  bo  permitted  for  those  -who  v>/ant  it,  in  saloons 
and  cafes,  but  she  has  no  personal  interest.   From  a  list  of  nine 
specific  v;ays  in  which  the  government  might  help  young  people, 
this  youn.,  vronsai   chose  five.   She  things  she  would  volunteer  iranedi- 
atcly  if  the  United  State::  declared  war. 
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An  unusually  liberal  atuitude  was  evident  -^owai  d  other  races, 
but  she  felt  she  had  no  opinioji  as  to  wliether  they  should  receive 
equal  pay  for  equal  v;ork. 

Regarding  her  attitude  toTAiard  the  future,  she  says,  "First  I 
am  pessimistic,  then  I  ap  dis.^usted  because  I  had  to  leave  my 
crowd,  but  1  won't  lone  hope",  so  she  cii'cled  "Optiriistic", 


Case  24 

This  youn<^  married  v/onian,  now  twenty-three  years  old,  occupied 
with  home  duties  and  not  seeking  employment,  was  born  in  Ireland 
and  went  to  school  there.   oecause  of  the  difference  in  educational 
systems  it  is  difficult  to  estimate  the  amount  of  education  slie 
received.  After  completing  what  was  apparently  equivalent  to 
high  school  she  was  gi-ven  a  five  year  scholarship  in  medicine 
but,  "They  s^ave  me  such  nasty  disagreeable  work  to  do  in  the 
beginning  that  I  soon  gave  it  up,"  However,  the  scholarship  v/as 
transferred  to  a  two  year  nursing  course  in  St.  Mtiry's  '''hospital, 
England,  which  the  youth  completed. 

Her  parents  are  both  Presbyterian  and  her  "'atijor  is  a  building 
contractor,  "They  call  triem  contrt-.cting  masons  in  the  old  country 
because  every  building  is  made  of  brick  or  stone. ''  The  youth 
now  lives  in  a  home  furnished  with  the  usual  conveniences  but 
few  luxuries,   ijack  of  money  was  advance;!  as  the  reason  she  had 
not  talcen  part-time  tra>.ining  recently,  and  she  expresses  an  interest 
in  typing  and  shorthand,  saying,  "I  think  everyone  should  laiow  how 
to  typo  and  do  shorthand,"  adding  somewhat  naively,  "and  I  think 
everyone  should  be  taught  how  to  count  money  in  different  countries; 
I  had  a  terrible  time  when  i  came  here." 

A  personal  friend  gave  this  young  woman  v.'hat  she  considers  as 
vocational  guidance,  out  she  makes  no  comment  as  to  its  usefulness. 
Referring  to  her  satisfaction  witn  the  curriculum  of  the  schools 
she  attended  she  says,  "The  subjects  arc  compulsory  in  Ireland, 
but  I  vrauldn't  change  if  I  coiild".   Reading  is  one  of  her  chief 
recreational  interests  aacl  she  has  road  four  or  five  books  of  fic- 
tion obtained  from  the  publio  library  in  the  last  four  weeks.   A 
lack  of  iiitercst  with  the  program,  of  c.ctivitics  is  advanced  as  the 
chief  reason  for  non-part icipatioi:  in  any  church  activity  and. she 
adds,  "Churches  here  ask  foi'  too  much  money".   In  addition  to  read- 
ing the  girl  gives  "individual  physical  activity"  and  ''needle  v/ork" 
as  her  chief  recreational  interests  during  the  past  bwelve  months. 
In  response  to  a  discussion  about  additional  recreational  facilities 
needed  by  the  neighborhood  tlie  youth  said,  "(We  need)  more  movies 
fit  for  children,   ouburban  Iiouses  should  show  suitable  pictures  for 
children  espocially  on  Saturdays.   Hollywood  should  make  more  such 
pictures."  Although  expressing  no  interest  or  need  for  clubs  we 
m.ay  suppose  the  youth  vras  considering  the  particular  type  with  which 


she  had  come  i;i  contact  since  she  says,  "Clubs  are  only  for  old 
7;oraen's  gossip;  they  like  to  boast  ajout  their  husband's  salary." 

"Wages  are  too  low  and  .^overnjTient  regulation,  especially  of  the 
N.R.A.  variety  would  be  the  best  method  of  raising  them",  says  this 
young  person,  adding,  "Snsiness  men  who  cannot  pay  standard  wages 
should  not  employ  people,"  An  opposition  to  all  child  labor  seems 
to  be  based  on  the  theory  that,  "It  takes  adults'  jobs  if  children 
work",  rather  than  on  a  consideration  of  the  effect  en  the  child. 
As  the  best  method  for  preventing  juvenile  delinquency,  a  curfew 
for  young  people  under  eighteen  yee.rs  of  age  is  suggested,  and 
"also  youth  under  ei-rhteen  shou.ld  not  be  allowed  to  drive  autos". 

Sex  education  should  be  obtained  from  the  parents,  "The  mother 
should  tell  the  girls  and  the  fatlier  should  tell  the  boys.   A  man 
should  pick  a  time  to  tell  the  son  v/hen  thejr  are  out  in  the  woods 
together  hunting."  If  the  schools  were  v.sed  as  social  and  recrea- 
tional centers  for  the  neighborhood  the  youth  thinks  she  would  take 
an  active  part.   She  feels  drirJciug  sho-old  be  permissible  only  in 
homes,   '^•ovemment  help  for  yo-ong  people  should  be  largely  voca- 
tional.  In  case  the  United  States  declared  war  this  young  person 
thought  she  would  volimteer  immediately,  "since  I  would  go  as  a  nurse 
anyvTay, " 

Regarding  her  attitude  toi'/ard  other  races  she  feels  they  should 
have  equality  of  education  and  be  allowed  to  use  the  sam.e  recreational 
facilities,  but  is  opposed  to  equality  of  pay,  representation  on 
the  police  force,  and  franchise. 

She  claims  she  feels  optimistic  about  the  future,  adding,  "l 
think  your  future  is  just  what  you  make  it." 


Case  25 
Although  we  may  assume  that  there  exists  v;ithln  the  Mexican  popula- 
tion of  Dallas  8.s  m.uch  variety  of  opinion  r;s  is  present  in  the  Vihite 
race,  theso  people  as  a  7>hole  do  not  express  themselves  so  freely  and 
have  more  difficulty  in  understand! rg  the  purpose  of  the  survey  in 
general  and  the  implications  of  specific  questions.   The  exam.ple  here 
presented  lias  been  chosen  because  the  subject  was  more  eloquent  than 
usual   rather  than  becau.se  he  is  necessarily  typical.   Since,  however, 
he  is  the  only  one  of  his  race  reported  in  this  series  of  case  studies, 
wfc  will  show  froi.-.  time  to  time  the  extent  to  which  his  responses  may 


be  considered  typical  of  our  iiexicaii  ss-mple. 

This  young  nan  now   twenty- tliree  years  oT  3.£e   and  married  is 
employed  full-time  as  a  porter  and  is  typical  in  that,  of  those 
employed  on  non-work-relief  projects,  service  occupations  repre- 
sent the  largest  group.   He  corapleted  less  than  the  sixth  grade 
of  school  and  could  not  afford  to  continue,  and  in  both  these 
respects  conforms  to  the  majority  responses  of  the  entire  ^'-exican 
group.   He  is  typical  also  in  that  both  his  parents,  living  to- 
gether, are  Catholic  and  both  born  in  Mexico. 

IJo  part-time  courses  of  any  nature  have  been  taken  and  vjhen  the 
question  rra.s  discussed,  he  replied  that  he  thought  he  would  like 
to  take  so:ne  vocational  course  but  had  never  thought  about  what 
kind  because,  "l  never  thought  of  having  the  chance".   If  free  avo- 
cational  and  cultural  courses  were  offered  he  would  choose  an 
active  participation  in  music  or  art,  -which  v/as  the  most  frequent 
choice  of  those  who  thought  they  would  take  these  non- vocational 
courses.  He  gives  reading  as  one  of  his  chief  recreational  in- 
terests but  does  not  use  the  Public  Library  because  m.agazines  are 
m.ore  easily  available  to  hin.   Unlike  most  people  of  his  race 
he  takes  no  part  in  any  church  activity  and  no  satisfactory  reason 
for  this  could  be  obtained.   Besides  reading  his  only  other  re- 
creational activities  are  listening  to  the  radio  and  attending 
a  movie  occasionally. 

In  discussing  the  adequancy  of  existing  recreational  facilities 
he  said,  "T,Ye  don't  have  a  chance",  and  suggested  additional  parks 
and  playgrounds,  conforming  to  the  majority  of  those  who  suggested 
the  need  of  any  addition.   He  takes  part  in  no  clubs  or  organiza- 
tions apparently  because  he  knows  of  none  available  to  him,  or  has 
not  been  invited  to  attend,  but  expresses  neither  particular  in- 
terest nor  opposition.   He  registered  at  the  free  employment  agency 
but  received  neither  guidajice  nor  placement  and  says,  "l  went 
three  times  and  each  time  they  promised,  but  they  never  did  any- 
thing.'  In  agreement  with  ninty  per  cent  of  the  responses  recorded 
for  his  race  he  feels  that  vrages  are  too  low,  and  sug^,ests  govern- 
ment regulation  or  "the  President  should"  as  the  method  of  improve- 
ment . 

Disagreeing  v;ith  the  usual  response  he  feels  the  goverranent  should 
not  prohibit  gainful  child  labor.   In  discussing  a  community  activ- 
ity that  could  be  engaged  in,  for  the  prevention  of  juvenile  delin- 
quency he  suggested,  "Give  them  employment.  VtTiere  I  live,  they 
steal  and  get  in  jail,  but  you  can't  really  blame  them.   They  have 
no  jobs  and  nobody  to  support  them."  In  suggesting  free  public  in- 
formation service  as  the  best  source  of  sex  education  this  boy  holds 
an  idea  shared  by  only  one  other  Mexican  youth,  and  has  evidentljr 
given  the  matter  considerable  attention  as  he  says,  "It  should  not 
be  in  school  b-at  classes  should  be  given  where  boys  could  be  taught 
by  men  and  girls  by  vromen".   He  does  not  believe  in  the  use  of 
schools  as  social  and  recreational  centers  for  the  neighborhood  and 
in  this  response  differs  from  the  majority  opinion.   In  opposing 
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all  drinking  he  shares  the  stcitv.ue  of  .forty-three  percent  of  the 
Mexican  youth  interviewed. 

His  belief  in  the  desira-bilitv  of  a  broad  program  of  Goverrment 
help  for  young  people  is  fairly  tj^plcal  of  the  general  attitude. 
In  case  the  United  States  declared  war  he  states  he  v^ould  go  if 
drafted,  a  typical  attitude,  and  explains,  "I'd  hate  to  have  to  go 
and  fight  when  I  feel  they  haven't  helped  me  or  done  anything  for 
me.   If  I  had  been  treated  right  I  would  go  rigjit  av^ay."   In  general 
with  most  of  his  people  he  believes  in  a  very  broad  equality  for 
all  races,  but  makes  an  exception  in  the  use  of  public  parks  and 
recreational  facilities  as  he  states,  "it's  too  mixed.   It  would 
cause  riots."  He  thinks  that,  "if  they  had  Mexican  police  in 
* Little  Mexico'  it  would  be  much  better.   They  would  be  able  to 
understand  and  would  be  able  to  keep  order  better  and  find  the 
guilty  ones  quicker." 

He  chose,  "Sribittered  and  disgusted",  as  his  atti-oude  tov/ard  the 
future,  and  added,  "It  has  alvrays  been  dull,  and  it  always  will  be." 


Case  26 

In  vievj-  of  the  attention  nov;  being  given  i'l  some  quarters  to  the 

problems  of  increasing  leisure  time,  it  is  interesting  to  observe  that 

to  many  young  people.  Ion;,,  working  hours  still  represents  the  major 

problem.   This  particulr.r  case  is  interesting  in  that  it  illustrates 

some  of  the  frustrations  deriving  froM  this  cause. 

A  single  young  man,  twenty- tvro  years  of  age,  was  intervie'Ared  at 
his  home,  where  he  was  recovering  from  a  severe  cold.   He  is  employ- 
ed making  ice  cream  for  a.  chain  dairy  company.   After  graduation 
from  high  school  he  secui'ed  emplo;v'™snt  within  six  months,  as  he  could 
not  afford  to  continue  his  education,   ■'■his  youth's  father  is  a  baker, 
and  the  young  man  lives  wi^bh  his  parents  in  a  very  comfortable  home. 
He  has  taken  no  part-time  courses  uecause  of  his  working  hours.   He 
is  extremely  interested  in  studying  law  but  would  first  like  to  take 
shorthand  and  attempt  to  get  a  job  in  a  law  office  v/here  he  could 
study  law.   Hoi/f^ver,  he  works  ■twelve  hours  a  day,  seven  days  a  week, 
winter  and  summer  and  it  is  simply  impossible  for  hi i  to  carry  on  any 
part-time  studies.  He  has  received  no  x-ocational  advice,  but  thinks 
that  if  he  had  his  high  school  education  to  take  over  again  he  would 
choose  more  commercial  subjects  and  adds,  "l  think  they  should  teach 
geography  in  high  school.   You  get  sorre  with  history,  but  you  should 
get  more.   They  ought  to  have  more  vocational  guidance  in  high  school 
too." 


This  young  ina.n  claims  that  his  lon?^  workin;^  hours  are  directly 
responsible  for  his  lack  of  use  of  the  library  and  non-participa- 
tion ii-.  church  activities.   His  only  leisure  time  acti'/ities 
during  the  pastt/relve  months  are  listening  to  the  radio  and  very 
occasionally  playing  cards  and  engaging  in  individual  physical 
activities.   He  is  unaware  of  additional  recreational  facilities 
needed  in  the  neighborhood,  possibly  because  he  feels  he  would 
not  have  time  to  use  then,  were  they  available,  but,  later  in  the 
interview  he  remarked,  "There  should  be  more  lectures  and  forums 
on  subjects  of  general  interest." 

He  had  received  a  routine  medical  examination  in  connection 
with  his  job,  but  considered  he  had  no  need  for  medical  attention 
in  spite  of  his  recent  sickness.   Replying  to  questions  about 
wages  in  general  he  thought  they  were  too  low  but  had  no  sugges- 
tion for  improvement.   Later  in  the  interview,  however,  when 
goverrment  regulation  of  wages  and  working  hours  in  the  interest 
of  young  people  was  brought  up  he  said,  "l  wish  N.R.A.  had  kept 
up".   Then  he  said,  "No  I  don't  because  it  takes  away  the  freedom 
of  the  business  man",  and  finally,  "Well,  I  guess  they  should  set 
a  minimum  wage,  however".   He  approves  prohibition  of  all  child 
labor,  and  suggests  iruprovement  in  lecvi   enforcement,  juvenile  courts, 
and  police  systems  as  aids  in  juvenile  delinquency. 

He  e:q)ressed  no  dissatisfaction  v/ith  his  home  life,  and  choso 
home  and  parents  as  the  best  source  of  sex  education.   Out  of  nine 
suggested  methods  by  which  government  might  help  j^oung  people  he 
selected  seven,  vocational  and  educational  in  character.   In  case 
the  United  States  declared  war  he  would  go  "if  drafted  or  if  invasion 
threatened".   A  general  opposition  to  equality  of  races  was  indica- 
ted, although  he  believed  separate  recreational  facilities  should 
be  provided  for  the  colored  people,  and  thought  they  should  receive 
the  same  pay,  if  they  were  doing  the  same  work.   In  a  further  dis- 
cussion on  this  subject  he  stated,  "There  should  be  a  separate  high 
sciiool  for  Mexicans." 

He  claims  that  he  is  still  optimistic  toward  the  future,  but 
adds,  "Shorter  hours  would  tend  to  increase  the  intelligence  of 
American  people.  I  don't  have  time  to  read,  study  or  cultivate 
a  hobby,  and  I  think  everyone  should  do  these  things." 


Cases  27  -  30 


The  four  following  i^'egro  studies  have  been  selected  from  vridely 
differing  educational  levels,  and  from  many  points  of  viev/  repres  ■ 
the  extreme  boundaries  within  which  the  majority  of  the  llegro  youth 
fall. 
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Case  27 

The  first  case  presented  is  of  a  sin,_;le  fanale,  seventeen  years 
of  age  and  unemployed.   She  completed  the  sixth  grade,  then  lost 
interest,  "I  just  got  tired  and  quit''. 

She  lives  vfith  her  pare.xts  iii  a  home  belov;  the  level  cf  health 
and  decency.   Her  father  is  a  coimnon  laborer,  and  the  family  has 
recently  been  helped  by  public  work  relief  projects.   No  part-time 
courses  have  been  taken,  and  no  particular  interest  expressed  al- 
though she  stated  that  she  would  take  a  free  "Domestic  or  personal" 
vocational  course  were  one  available,  and  might  be  interested  in, 
"learning  more  spelling".   No  use  nas  been  made  of  the  public 
library,  and  no  interest  in  readir.g  of  any  kind  is  indicated.   Lei- 
sure activities  are  restricted  to  "sev/ing"  and  "nothing  in  particu- 
lar, standing  around  or  loafing",  and  she  adds,  "Most  of  my  time  is 
spent  going  to  church".   The  chviroh  in  question,  to  v.-hich  bothihe 
youth's  parents  belon._,,  is  known  as  the  "holiness"  and  is  highly 
emotional  in  character.   Tnis  youth  is  suffering  with  a  very'serious 
glandular  disease,  and  the  church  people  pray  with  her  every  night. 
They  do  not  believe  very  m-uch  in  doctors,  and  she  has  had  no  medical 
attention  during  the  last  twelve  months.   The  youth  lists  cultural 
and  educational  facilities,  as  needed  additions  to  the  recreational 
facilities  available  in  her  neighborhood,  but  does  not  enlarge  fur- 
ther on  her  needs. 

"Our  church  don't  believe  in  clubs",  v/as  the  response  offered 
to  questions  regarding  non-participation  in  clubs  and  organizations. 
Although  registered  with  a  free  public  employment  agency,  neither 
guidance  nor  placement  has  been  received,  "ihen   asked  if  wages  were 
high  enough  and  if  no-;:,  by  what  agency  could  they  best  be  raised, 
she  replied,  "They  arc  too  low;  the  Govornor".   In  her  opinion  the 
community  could  do  nothing  to  keep  young  people  out  of  trouble. 

It  is  the  family's  responsibility."  No  dissatisfaction  with  home 
is  expressed,  and  "Parents"  are  indicated  as  the  best  source  of 
sex  education.   In  response  to  discussion  as  to  whether  the  school 
should  be  used  as  a  social  and  recreational  c  enter  for  the  neighborhood^ 
the  youth  indicated  no  opposition,  but  said  she  would  not  take  part 
herself.   She  thinks  drinking  should  be  permitted  only  for  other 
people  in  their  own  homes.   Government  aid  to  young  people  should 
be  confined  to  "helpijig  them  to  get  jobs",  and"  helping  the  family 
so  that  the  youth  could  finish  sc'  ;ol.   In  case  the  United  States 
declared  war  she  would  volunteer  irx-:i3diately. 

She  feels  that  all  races  should  have  equal  privileges  in  every 
respect.   At  the  conclusion  of  the  intex-view  when  her  attitude  to- 
%-ard  the  future  vras  sought  she  responded,  "l  am  satisfied;  eveiything 
suits  me." 
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Case  28 

A  Ilegro  boy,  sixteen  yeai-s  of  age  and  single,  workin.j  full-time 
as  a  delivery  boy.   He  completed  less  than  the  sixth  grade  of  school 
because  he  could  not  afford  to  continue.   His  father  is  a  cook  and 
the  family  has  received  help  from  government  vrork  relief  projects 
^'-dthin  the  last  tni'/elve  months.   Upon  leaving  school  the  boy  secured 
full-time  emplo^Tnent  v/ithin  six  months.   His  parents  are  divorced 
and  the  youth  lives  with  one  of  them  under  conditions  of  bare  decency. 

He  seemed  unaware  of  the  existence  of  any  part-time  courses,  but 
stated  that  he  vrauld  like  to  learn  a  trade  or,  "would  like  to  be  a 
musician;  a  swing  man  like  Fats  waller  or  some  of  those  ^-uys".   He 
has  received  no  vocational  guidance,  and  icnows  of  no  change  he  would 
make  in  the  schooling  he  received.  A  lack  of  funds  v/ith  which  to 
buy  suitable  clothin^,,  is  given  as  the  reason  for  non-use  of  the 
public  library.   His  leisure  time  activities  consist  chiefly  of 
playing  team  games,  engaging  in  individual  physical  activities,  and 
"fighting".  Although  occasionally  attending  the  devotional  services 
of  the  chiurch,  he  does  not  take  any  part  in  the  educational  or  re- 
creational activities  because  he  does  not  like  the  program. 

A  question  regarding  additional  recreational  facilities  needed, 
brought  the  response,  "Paved  streets  for  one",  out  later  changed 
to  "Better  parks;  the  one  up  there  on  Hall  street  is  awful;  too  many 
people  get  killed  and  the  boys  up  there  are  no  good.   Too  much  fight- 
ing." Although  belonging  to  no  recognized  clubs  or  orgaiiizations  he 
says,  "I  got  a  gang  to  take  up  m.y  fights.   I  don't  belong  to  a  club." 

The  youth  has  never  been  to  a  dentist,  but  received  services  from 
a  private  physician  and  a  free  clinic  during  the  past  tvrelve  months. 
He  registered  at  the  free  employment  agency  but  received  no  guidance 
or  placement.   Claiming  that  wages  are  in  general  too  lovj-  lie  says, 
"I  slave  and  get  nothing.   It  ought  to  be  raised  to  about  twenty  dol- 
lars (a  week)",  but  whe.i  suggestions  were  asked  as  to  the  best  methods 
of  raising  thevp.  he  said,  evidently  referring  to  the  particular  busi- 
iness  in  v;hich  he  is  employed,  "Kidnap  the  old  man  and  let  the  son 
run  the  business."  He  thinks  the  Government  should  not  prohibit 
child  labor,  but  believes  the  community  could  do  something  to  pre- 
vent juvenile  delinquency  o.lthough  not  knovdng  what  it  might  be. 

No  dissatisfaction  with  his  hom.e  life  is  expressed.   In  spite  of 
his  own  educational  background  he  chooses  college  as  the  best  source 
of  sex  education.   No  opposition  is  expressed  to^vard  the  use  of  the 
schools  as  social  and  recreational  centers,  and  the  youth  indicates 
he  would  bo  interested  in  dances,  parties,  or  educational  classes  if 
the  schools  were  used  for  that  purpose.  He  thinks  drinkiiig  should 
be  permitted  to  everybody,  but  confined  to  homes. 

Only  three,  out  of  nine  possible  methods  by  which  the  government 
could  help  young  people,  v/ere  chosen;  "To  get  started  in  ami   business", 
"To  get  vocational  training",  and  "Help  parents  so  youth  can  continue 
in  school".   No  opinion  could  be  obtained  as  to  the  youth's  attitude 


in  case  the  United  3t£tes  declared  war.   He  feels  that  all  races 
should  have  equal  rights  in  every  way.   Regarding  his  attitude  to- 
ward the  future  he  replied,  "satisfied". 


Case  29 

A  single  Negro  man,  tiven-cy-two  years  of  age,  who  graduated  from 
high  school  but  could  not  afford  to  continue.   He  is  employed  part- 
time  delivering  newspapers  and  packing  in  a  shoe  store,   '-fhe  father, 
with  whom  the  youth  is  lix'ing,  is  a  janitor;  the  mother  is  dead. 
Both  parents  were  members  of  the  Ilethodist  church.   Some  doubt 
exists  as  to  his  feeling  regarding  his  present  lack  of  full-time 
emplojTnent,  but  a  lack  of  job  opportunities  seems  the  principal  rea- 
son. 

After  leaving  school  he  v-as  able,  within  six  months,  to  obtain 
a  full-time  job,  which  he  held  over  three  vaonths,  but  its  nature 
was  not  ascertained. 

His  home  is  furnished  v/ith  a  fair  degree  of  comfort,  and  the 
family  ovms  an  automobile.   He  states  that  he  has  not  taken  any 
part-time  courses  because  his  employment  is  of  an  uncertain  nature 
and  he  sometimes  has  to  work  at  night,  vhich  is  the  time  the  course 
is  offered.   No  vocational  advice  or  guidance  has  been  received, 
but  he  says  he  would  like  to  taire  a  free  school  course  if  it  were 
available  at  a  suitable  tirae,  and  adds,  "l  have  alvmys  wanted  to 
be  a  doctor,  but  have  not  been  able  to  go  to  school  in  order  to 
qualify  to  study  medicine.   I  don't  loiow  what  I  would  study  now." 
He  says  later  that  if  free-non- vocational  studies  were  available 
he  would  study  more  English. 

If  a  change  could  have  been  made  in  his  high  school  curriculum 
he  would  have  taken  more  Chemistry.   "I  was  never  able  to  get  all 
the  Chemistry  I  want  for  the  profession  I  want  to  follow."  No  use 
v;as  made  of  the  public  library-,  and  his  reason,  "too  difficult  to 
get  to  library",  is  justified  by  the  facts.   He  attends  an  occasional 
church  service,  but  takes  no  part  in  the  young  peoples'  groups  as 
he  has  to  collect  money  for  his  newspapers  every  Sunday  morning. 
His  recreational  activities  consist  of  movie  attendance  and  dating. 
Recreation  centers  on  the  order  of  the  Y.M.C.A.  are  the  most  needed 
additional  recreational  facilities  in  the  opinion  of  this  young  man. 
"I  like  clubs  and  would  like  to  be  a  member,  but  taxations  are  too 
high",  he  said  in  advancing  lack  of  money  as  the  reason  for  his 
non-participation  in  these  activities. 

No  medical  attention  has  been  received  in  the  last  year,  and  he 
has  never  been  to  a  dentist.  No  registration  was  made  at  the  free 
employment  agency  because  he  considered  the  agency  ineffective. 


Vfcen  asked,  if  vrages  were  hi^h  enough  and  if  not,  what  could  be 
done  to  improve  them,  he  replied,  "'JTages  are  very  low,  much  too  low. 
I  don't  ]cnow,  seems  Roosevelt  is  not  doing  anything  about  it.   I 
guess  he  is  the  one  to  do  it,  however."  He  is  opposed  to  all  gain- 
ful child  labor.   Juvenile  delinquency  is  an  individual  and  family 
matter  and  he  suggests,  "If  each  parent  would  rear  its  own  children 
right,  I  believe  we  would  have  a  better  community." 

In  the  discussion  of  the  best  sout'ce  of  sex  education  he  says, 
"I  believe  more  teaching  along  this  line  should  be  done  in  high 
school.  Many  young  people  leave  high  school  without  knowing  what 
it's  all  about."  This  youth  is  entirely  opposed  to  the  use  of  schools 
as  social  and  recreational  centers.   Regarding  the  use  of  intoxica- 
ting liquors,  "I  hate  drunkards,  so  it's  best  to  do  it  at  homej  if 
yov.   get  too  much  you  can  go  to  bed.  " 

'j^he  goverrmient  should  help  youth  to  get  the  education  they  need, 
should  provide  additional  recreational  facilities,  and  regulate 
wages.   No  opinion  could  be  obtained  as  to  what  he  would  do  in  case 
of  war,  but  he  said,  "l  don't  like  -war."  He  believes  in  complete 
equality  for  all  races.  Asked  to  describe  his  attitude  toward  the 
future  he  chose  "Discouraged"  and  added,  "l  want  to  be  a  doctor  and 
can't.   There  is  nothing  else  I  really  v.'-ant  to  do  or  bs." 


Case  50 


A  twenty- two  year  old  single  Negro  woman,  vrorking  full-time  as 
a  teacher  of  music  in  the  High  School.  After  completing  four  years 
of  college  she  carried  on  work  at  graduate  level  until  feeling  that 
her  education  was  complete  for  the  work  she  wanted  to  do.   Bnploy- 
ment  was  secured  within  six  months  after  leaving  school. 

Her  father  is  an  insurance  collector  and  she  lives  \vith  her  family 
in  a  covafortably  furnished  house.   No  part-time  courses  have  been 
taken  recently  and  she  has  no  interest  in  further  vocational  train- 
ing, but  vrould  take  speech  and  dramatic  technique  for  cultural 
purposes  if  she  had  time.  Vocational  guidance  was  obtained  from  a 
school  official,  but  no  mention  is  made  as  to  its  usefulness.  A 
satisfaction  with  the  curriculum  offered  her  in  school,  is  indicated. 
The  public  library  has  been  used  for  both  fiction  and  non-fiction 
books  in  the  last  four  weeks,  and  reading  and  movie  attendance  are 
listed  as  hor  tvro  chief  recreational  a:.tivities. 

Both  her  parents  are  Baptist,  and  she  takes  an  active  part  in 
the  devotional,  educational,  and  recreational  work  of  the  church. 
Regarding  the  need  of  additional  recreational  facilities  in  the 
neighborhood  she  says,  "There  should  be  a  place  where  boys  and  girls 
can  be  taught  refinement  and  to  enjoy  the  more  cultural  things  of 
life.  Most  parents  cannot  teach  them  because  they  do  not  know,  them- 
selves.  There  is  not  sufficient  time  to  teach  them  at  school  be- 
cause of  the  crowded  program." 
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This  youth  has  attended  nore  than  half  the  meetings  of  a  college 
sorority  during  the  past  three  months.   As  to  the  best  method  for 
raising  ^vages,  which  she  believes  are  generally  too  low,  the  sug- 
gestion is  made,  "l  think  labor  xmions  could  have  a  great  bearing 
on  the  increase  in  wages,  if  the  labor  unions  v.lll  allov:  members 
of  all  races  to  participate  and  each  member  be  given  the  same  recog- 
nition." 

"The  government  should  not  prohibit  youth  fourteen  and  fifteen 
years  old  from  working.   All  children  should  be  taught  how  to  work 
and  made  to  dejoend  on  themselves,  even  if  its  just  for  a  couple  of 
hours  a  day.   -his  helps  them  to  be  taught  the  value  of  money,  and 
they  will  not  feel  that  they  can  have  everything  they  see.   If 
children  are  not  made  to  work  and  taught  the  value  of  money  when 
they  are  young,  they  do  not  want  to  work  when  they  are  sixteen  and 
seventeen  years  of  age." 

"The  problem  of  youth  in  a  coimnunity  is  purely  a  family  re- 
sponsibility; the  parencs  should  live  the  kind  of  lives  before 
their  children  that  vrould  inspire  them  to  be  good  citizens.   If 
they  fail  to  do  this  then  t..ere  is  very  little  chance  for  the 
comm-onity  to  do  anyching.   '^he  child  lives  in  the  home  environ- 
ment, and  what  little  time  he  is  with  other  people  does  not  have  half 
as  much  power  over  him." 

This  youth  expresses  no  dissatisfaction  ivith  her  home  life,  and 
suggests  parents  as  the   oesc  source  of  sex  education.   She  is  op- 
posed to  the  use  of  schools  as  social  and  recreational  centers. 
Drinking  should  be  peniiitted  for  everyone  in  their  own  home. 

Out  of  nine  suggested  m.ethods  by  v;hich  the  government  could 
help  young  people  onlj.  three,  i.e»,  "Help  youth  to  get  jobs", 
"Help  youth  to  get  vocational  training",  and  "Help  needy  parents 
so  that  youth  can  continue  in  school"  were  chosen.   In  case  the 
United  States  declared  v/ar  she  vrauld  volunteer  im  .ediately. 
Equal  rights  and  privileges,  including  sharing  the  same  recreational 
facilities,  should  be  extended  to  all  races. 

This  girl  chose  ''Optimistic"  as  her  attitude  to'.vard  the  future. 
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APPENDIX  B 

A  section  has  been  nreptired  for  the  use  of  research  students  who  may 
wish  to  test  or  exami-ie  the  naanar  in  v/.iich  -cue  results  of  this  study  were 
obtained.   It  consists  of  45  pajjo  of  text  and  is  not  included  in  the  present 
volume.   Complete  copies  v/ill  be  prepared  later  if  and  vj-hen  sufficient  demand 
justifies  its  prinoing. 

The  folloviTing  brief  sxjraiiiary  v/ill  indicate  the  nature  and  scope  of  this 
description  of  procedure  which  will  be  presented  as  Appendix  B. 

In  this  section  there  appear  tlie  follovdng: 

(1)  A  description  of  the  manner  in  which  the  Schedule  was  devised 
and  tested, 

(2)  The  Schedule. 

(3)  The  M.onual  of  Procedure  combined  v/-ith, 

(4)  The  SuppTement  t~the  I'anual,  and 

(5)  Dif f i cul oie s"  or  tendencies  which  the  intervievrers  noted  in  asking 
certain  of  the  questions. 

(6)  Other  Inquiry  Forms  used  in  tho  study  with  the  specific  use  of  each. 

The  information  contained  in  chis  section  will  also  throiv  sone  light 
on  why  certain  interpretations  and  points  of  emphasis  have  been  mace  in  the 
material  oresented  in  Parts  Ten,  Eleven,  and  Twelve. 


The  Development  of  the  Schedule 

In  devising  the  Schedule  the  Dallas  staff  had  the  benefit  of  the  original 
schedules  in  both  the  Iiaryland  and  Huncie  studies,  and  a  revised  schedule  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  Howard  Bell,  Dr.  A.  G.  Sosander  ajid  their  staff  especially  for 
the  Dallas  Study,  incorporating  the  most  fruitful  questions  of  the  Maryland 
Study, 

It  was  with  this  as  a  basis  that  the  Dallas  staff,  v/ith  the  assistance 
of  I'r.  Bell,  devised  a  trial  sched;,le  adapted  to  local  problems  and  conditions 
vj-hich  was  mimeographed  and  110  interviews  taken.   The  experiences  of  the  inter- 
viev/ers  revealed  several  flaws  in  the  tentative  draft,  and  vfhen   these  had  been 
corrected,  the  Schedule  was  printed  in  its  final  form.   The  results  of  these 
trial  interviews  were  not  included  in  any  of  the  study  material,  but  formed 
an  essential  part  not  only  of  the  development  of  the  Schedule,  but  of  the  in- 
tervievrers' training  as  well. 
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In  order  to  further  insure  uniformity  of  interpretation  -reat  care  was 
exercised  in  the  selection  of  staff.   The  Manual  of  Procedure  v/as  developed  by- 
four  members  of  the  staff  who  understood  fully  and  were  in  constant  agreement 
on  t:.e  meanings  of  all  the  terms  on  the  Schedules.   Bach  new  member  of  the 
staff  viias  asked: 

1)  To  study  the  Manual 

2)  He  was  questioned  upon  his  interpretation  of  all  questions  and  any 
misconstructions  were  corrected 

3)  He  observed  other  staff  members  in  taking  Shcedules 

4)  He  took  interviews  under  observation 

5)  For  the  entire  staff  there  were  held  weekly  or  bi-weekly  training 
periods 

6)  The  Schedules  were  read  for  inconsistencies  or  errors  by  the  inter- 
vievrers  themselves  and  by  two  other  persons,  and  no  response  which 
seemed  to  be  dubious  Vfas   accepted. 

All  of  these  methods  gave  an  assurance  that  the  Schedules  contained 
information  gained  by  a  meticulous  uniformity  of  interpretation  which  we 
considered  essential  to  a  scientific  study. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  editing  and  compiling  the  information 
the  Schedule  was  preceded  with  the  most  likoly  and  usual  responses,  vj-ith  pro- 
vision in  every  case  for  the  recording  in  full  of  any  response  that  could  not 
be  satisfactorily  accommodated  elsewhere. 

Because  of  the  possibility  of  these  preceded  responses  influencing  the 
youth's  reply,  it  was  decided  not  to  show  any  portion  of  the  Schedule  to  the 
person  being  interviewed  except  the  last  five  questions,   in  these,  all 
youth  had  the  benefit  of  the  s£a-.ie  amount  of  suggestion.   The  decision  to  use 
this  changed  teclinique  in  these  instances,  was  prompted  by  the  complexity  of 
the  questions,  and  in  every  case,  the  youth  vj-as  asked  to  choose  the  respon- 
ses conforming  to  his  own  opinion,  or  to  suggest  any  other  response  which 
vras  nore  expressive  of  his  attitude. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  field  work  each  interviewer  v;as  asked  to 
describe  his  methods  of  approach,  and  technique  of  conveying  to  the  youth 
all  of  the  implications  of  the  questions,  and  this  information  has  been  care- 
fully weighted  in  forming  the  final  conclusions  of  the  study.   In  addition  to 
this,  every  schedule  was  edited  for  inconsistencies  and  studied  with  a  view 
of  discovering  problems  of  interest  or  factors  which  would  indicate  the  di- 
rection in  which  further  study  should  be  made,  but  vj-hich  would  not  appear 
statistically.   Every  verbatim  comment  or  suggestion  by  the  youth,  or  note 
by  the  interviev;er  \vas  carefully  weighed,  and  on  a  criteria  established  by 
the  reading  of  the  first  1,000  schedules,  those  of  significance  were  recorded 
Yj-ith  sufficient  supporting  data,  and  in  a  manner  which  made  easy  reference 
possible.  A  number  of  those  coiiments  have  been  included  in  the  text. 


Schedule  No, 


American  Youth  Commissioii 

Dallas  Youth  Survey  Schedule 


Name 

PatP 

(Last  Name) 

(First  Name) 

1-2 

Address 

. 

(Number) 

(Street) 

3 — Age  at  last  birthday 


Y.  No  response 
0.  20  years 
\.  21 

2.  22 

3.  23 

4.  24 

6.  16 

7.  17 

8.  18 

9.  19 


-Sex  and  marital  status 

Y.  Male — no  response 
0.  Male — single 


1.  Male — married 

2.  Male — widowed,  divorced  or  separated 

3.  Female — no  response 

4.  Female — single 

5.  Female — married 

6.  Female — widowed,  divorced  or  separated 


5 — Educational  and  employment  status    (if  in  full 
time  day  school  circle  0  only.) 

Y.  No  response 

0.  P\ill-time  day  school  student  (any  full-time 
student  whether  employed  or  not). 

1.  Gainfully  employed  30  or  more  hours  last 
week 

2.  Gainfully  employed  at  least  5  and  less  than 
30  hours  last  week 

3.  Gainfully  employed  on  public  work  relief 
projects 

4.  Unemployed:  able  and  willing  to  work;  did 
not  work  at  all  or  worked  less  than  5  hours 
last  week 

5.  Not  employed:  did  not  work  last  week  be- 
cause of  ill  health  or  other  disabilities 

6.  Not  employed:  on  vacation  from  job  last 
week;  job  promised;  started  work  this  week 

7.  Not  employed:  does  not  want  or  need  work 
(other  than  8) 

8.  Not  gainfully  employed:  occupied  with  home 
duties  (may  be  either  married  or  single 
woman) 


6 — Highest   school   grade   successfully   passed    (for 
those  in  full-time  day  school,  or  out  of  school) 
Y.  No  response 
X.  Less  than  6th  grade 

0.  6th  grade 

1.  7th  grade 

2.  8th  grade 

3.  9th  grade 

4.  10th  grade 

5.  11th  grade  (high  school  graduate) 

6.  1  year  beyond  high  school   (regular  college, 
professional  or  business  school) 

7.  2  or  3  years  beyond  high  school  (regular  col- 
lege, professional  or  business  school) 

8.  4  or  more  years  beyond  high  school  (regular 
college,  professional  or  business  school) 

9.  Graduate  level 

7 — Principal  reason  for  leaving  full-time  day  school. 
(If  still  in  full-time  day  school,  circle  X  only.) 
Y.  No  response 
X.  Still  in  full-time  day  school 

0.  Could  not  afford  to  continue 

1.  Could  afford  to  continue,  but  desired  to  earn 
own  money 

2.  Lack  of  interest  in  school  generally 

3.  Disciplinary  difficulties 

4.  Subjects  too  difficult,  or  not  the  kind  desired 

5.  To  marry 

6.  Feeling  of  completion  on  graduation 

7.  Own  health 

8.  Family  reasons:  family  health,  family  objec- 
tion, to  work  at  home  (except  0) 

9.  Other  reasons 

S — Church  preference  of  youth's  parents 

Y.  No  response 

X.  Neither   parent    belongs    to    or   prefers    any 

church 
0.  Both  Baptist 
•    1.  Both  Episcopalian  or  Anglican 

2.  Both  Jewish 

3.  Both  Methodist 

4.  Both  Presbyterian 

5.  Both  Roman  Catholic 

6.  Both  of  some  other  Protestant  denomination 

7.  Parents  of  different  Protestant  denominations 

8.  Any    combination     of     Protestant,     Catholic, 
Jewish,  or  non-believers  (except  7  above) 

9.  Do  not  know;  other  combinations 


) — Race  and  birthplace  of  youth's  parents 
Y.  No  response 

0.  White:    non-Mexican — both    parents    bom    in 
U.  S. 

1.  White:    non-Mexican — both   in   foreign   coun- 
try; one  in  U.  S.,  other  in  foreign  country 

2.  White:    non-Mexican — does    not    know   where 
parents  were  born 

3.  White:  Mexican— both  parents  bom  in  U.  S. 

4.  White:  Mexican — both  in  Mexico;  one  in  U.  S., 
other  in  Mexico 

5.  White:  Mexican — does  not  know  where  par- 
ents were  bom;  other 

6.  Negro 

7.  Other  races 


lO—Relief  received  by  youth's  family  during  the 
past  12  months.  (If  single,  answer  for  parents; 
if  married,  answer  for  own  family) 

Y.  No  response 

0.  Do  not  know 

1.  Public  work  relief  such  as  WPA,  CCC,  or 
NYA 

2.  Public  direct  relief  such  as  TRC,  or  City- 
County  Welfare 

3.  Both  public  work  relief  and  public  direct  re- 
lief 

4.  Relief  from  private  agency  including  church 
aid.  United  Charities,  etc. 

5.  Relief  from  both  private  and  public  agencies 

6.  No  relief  received 

II — Present  gainful  occupation.  (Circle  a,  b,  or  c  as 
applicable) 

a.  Full-time  day  school  student 

b.  Homemaker,  housewife,  or  not  employed 

c.  If  permanently  out  of  school  and  employed, 
record  in  the  space  below  specific  work  done; 
be  sure  to  specify  whether  an  owner  of  a 
business,  store  manager,  factory  foreman, 
salesperson,  factory  machine  operator,  labor- 
er, worker  on  Federal  project,  etc.  If  a 
"clerk,"  indicate  whether  work  is  sales  or 
clerical 

Specify  work  done 

Do  Not  Write  in  Space  Below 


Y 

No  response 

.X 

Not    employed 

full-time    students,    home- 

makers,  unemployed                                               | 

0. 

Professional 

1. 

Administrative, 

managerial 

2. 

Sales 

3. 

Clerical 

4. 

Service 

5. 

Skilled 

6. 

Semi-skilled 

7. 

Unskilled 

S. 

State  or  Federal  work  relief  project 

9. 

Occupations  not  elsewhere  classifiable 

12 — Time  elapsed  between  leaving  full-time  day 
school  and  obtaining  first  full-time  employment 
of  more  than  three  months'  duration 

Y.  No  response 

X.  Still  in  full-time  day  school;  has  never  need- 
ed or  wanted  full-time  employment 

0.  Secured  such  employment  within  6  mos. 

1.  Secured  such  emplojTnent  within  6-12  mos. 

2.  Secured  such  emplojTuent  within  12-18  mos. 

3.  Secured  such  employment  within  18-24  mos. 

4.  Secured  such  employment  but  not  within  2 
years 

5.  Has  never  secured  such  employment,  has  been 
seeking  less  than  6  months 

6.  Has  never  secured  such  emplojTnent,  has  been 
seeking  6-12  months 

7.  Has  never  secured  such  employment,  has  been 
seeking  12-18  months 

8.  Has  never  secured  such  employment,  has  been 
seeking  18-24  months 

9.  Has  never  secured  such  employment,  has  been 
seeking  more  than  2  years 

13 — Principal  reason  for  being  unemployed.  If  full- 
time  day  school  student  or  employed,  circle  X; 
if  a  homemaker  or  housewife,  circle  0.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  Full-time  day  school  student  or  employed. 

0.  Homemaker,  housewife 

1.  Physically  unable  to  work 

2.  Not  employed:  does  not  want,  or  need  work 

3.  Unemployed:  wages  are  too  low 

4.  Unemployed:  no   available   jobs   of   kind   de- 
sired 

5.  Unemployed:  no  available  jobs — reasons 
other  than  3  or  4 

6.  Unemployed:  lack  of  training 

7.  Unemployed:  lack  of  experience 

8.  Unemployed:  lack  of  training  and  experience 

9.  Unemployed:  other  reasons 

14 — Usual  occupation  of  father.     (Answer  even  if 

father  is  dead,  or  unemployed.)  Use  such  terms 
as  an  owner  of  business,  store  manager,  factory 
foreman,  salesperson,  factory  machine  operator, 
laborer,  etc.  If  a  "clerk,"  indicate  whether  work 
was  sales  or  clerical 
Specify  work  done 


Do  Not  Write  in  Space  Below 


Y 

No  response 

0. 

Professional 

1. 

Administrative, 

managerial 

2. 

Sales 

3 

Clerical 

4. 

Service 

5. 

Skilled 

6. 

Semi-skilled 

7. 

Unskilled 

8. 

Occupations   no 
classifiable 

elsewhere 

15 — Home  conveniences.  (If  living  with  parents,  an- 
swer for  parents'  home;  if  not,  answer  for  pres- 
ent home  or  residence.  More  than  one  number 
or  letter  may  be  circled.) 

Y.  No  response 
X.  Radio 

0.  Bathroom 

1.  Electricity 

2.  Daily  newspaper 

3.  Current  magazines 

4.  Automobile 

5.  Piano 

6.  Other  musical  instrument 

7.  Steam,  gas,  or  warm  air  heating 

8.  Telephone 

9.  None  of  the  above 


16 — Marital  status  of  youth's  parents 


No  response 

Does  not  know 

Parents  alive  and  living  together 

Parents  dead 

Father  dead 

Mother  dead 

Father  deserted 

Mother  deserted 

Parents  divorced 

Parents  separated 

Other 


17 — Have  you  taken  any  part-time  school  courses 
during  the  past  four  weeks?  If  so,  in  what  kind 
of  school  did  you  take  these  courses,  and  what 
was  your  primary  purpose  in  taking  them? 
(More  than  one  number  may  be  circled.) 


No  response 

No  part-time  courses  taken 

Public  evening  school  (for  credit) 

Public  evening  school   (cultural) 

Public  evening  school  (vocational) 

Institutional  schools  (S.M.U.,  Y.M.C.A.,  etc.) 

(for  credit) 

Institutional  schools   (cultural) 

Institutional  schools  (vocational) 

Non-institutional  schools  (for  credit) 

Non-institutional  schools   (cultural) 

Non-institutional  schools   (vocational) 

Other  schools Purpose 


18 — Principal  reason  for  not  having  taken  part-time 
school    courses    during    the    past    four    weeks. 

For  full-time  day  school  students,  and  others 
who  have  taken  part-time  school  courses  during 
the  past  four  weeks,  circle  X  only.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  Full-time    day    school    student;    has    taken 

part-time    school    courses    during    past    four 

weeks 

0.  Not  interested;  no  need;  does  not  know  why 

1.  Lack  of  money:  cost  of  books,  carfare,  instru- 
ments, etc. 


2.  Too  far  to  go 

3.  Family  objections 

4.  Does  not  like  school 

5.  Too  tired  after  work 

6.  Too  old;  has  finished  school 

7.  Lack   of  time;    has   to   work   at   night    (eve- 
nings) 

8.  Courses  inadequate;  courses  wanted  not  of- 
fered 

9.  Other  reasons 

19 — If  free  vocational  training  were  available  for 
any  job,  would  you  take  it?  If  so,  for  what  spe- 
cific kind  of  work  would  you  take  training  now  ? 

(If  still  in  full-time  day  school,  circle  X  only.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  In  full-time  day  school  now 

0.  Would  not  take  free  vocational  training 

1.  Does  not  know 

2.  Is  now  taking  free  vocational  training 

3.  Typing,  stenography,  and  secretarial 

4.  Other  business  and  clerical 

5.  Trades  or  crafts 

6.  Agriculture  and  allied  occupations 

7.  Domestic  or  personal 

8.  Professional  and  technical 

9.  Yes,  but  does  not  know  for  what; 

yes,  other 

20 — Have  you  ever  received  advice  concerning  which 
vocation  you  should  follow  from  a  person  who 
was  familiar  with  various  occupations  and  who 
knew  your  abilities?  If  so,  give  the  principal 
source  of  such  advice.  (Do  not  include  members 
of  own  family.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  No  vocational  advice 

0.  School  official 

1.  Public  employment  office  official 

2.  Private  employment  office  official 

3.  Employer 

4.  Personal  friend 

5.  Service  Club  members   (Lions',  Rotary,  etc.) 

6.  Other 

21 — If  free  part-time  education  (other  than  voca- 
tional) were  available,  would  you  participate? 
If  so,  what  would  you  most  like  to  study?  (If  in 

full-time  day  school,  circle  X  only.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  Still  in  full-time  day  school 

0.  Would  not  participate 

1.  Yes— but  don't  know  what 

2.  Yes — literature 

3.  Yes— languages 

4.  Yes — social  studies  (including  psychology) 

5.  Yes — art  or  music — appreciation  only 

6.  Yes— art,  music,  or  crafts— active  participa- 
tion 

7.  Yes — physical  science  or  mathematics 
g.  Yes — speech,  dramatic  technique,  etc. 

9.  Yes — other 


22 — If  you  could  repeat  your  grade  school  and  high 
school  experience,  would  you  make  a  change  in 
your  course  of  study?  If  so,  what  would  be 
the  principal  change? 

Y.  No  response;  no  opinion 
X.  Would  not  change 

0.  More  social  studies  (including  psychology) 

1.  More  physical  sciences  or  mathematics 

2.  More  English  or  literature 

3.  More  foreign  languages 

4.  More  home  economics 

5.  More  trade  training 

6.  More  physical  or  health  education 

7.  More  business  training 

8.  More  art,  music  and  public  speaking 

9.  Other 

Public  Non-School  Library 

23 — Use  of  public  (non-school)  library  during  the 
past  4  weeks.  (More  than  one  number  may  be 
circled.) 

Y.  No  response 

0.  Did  not  use 

1.  Fiction:  read  1,  2,  or  3  public  library  books 

2.  Fiction:  read  4,  5,  or  6  public  library  books 

3.  Fiction:  read  7  or  more  public  library  books 

4.  Non-fiction:  read  1  or  2  public  library  books 

5.  Non-fiction:  read  3  or  4  public  library  books 
G.  Non-fiction:  read  5  or  more  public  library 

books 

7.  Newspaper,  magazine  reading:  1  to  4  hours 

8.  Newspaper,  magazine  reading:  5  or  more 
hours 

9.  Other  types  of  service 

24 — Principal  reason  for  not  using  public  (non- 
school)  library  during  the  past  four  weeks.  (If  a 

public  non-school  library  has  been  used,  circle 
X  only.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  Used  public  library 

0.  Not  interested  in  reading;  does  not  know 

1.  Library  books  inadequate 

2.  Branch  libraries  inadequate 

3.  Dislike  way  library  is  run,  cannot  pay  fines 

4.  Has  other  sources  of  reading:  home  library, 
magazines,  etc. 

5.  Too  difficult  to  get  to  library:  distance, 
hours,  etc. 

().  Poor  eyes,  poor  health 
7.  Family  objections 


Other  reasons . 


25 — Participation  in  church  activities  during  the 
past  four  weeks.  (More  than  one  number  may 
be  circled.    If  no  participation,  circle  X  only.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  No  participation 

0.  Devotional  activities  1  or  2  times 

1.  Devotional  activities  3  or  4  times 


2.  Devotional  activities  5  or  more  times 

3.  Recreational  or  social  activities  1  or  2  times 

4.  Recreational  or  social  activities  3  or  4  times 

5.  Recreational  or  social  activities  5  or  more 
times 

6.  Educational  activities  1  or  2  times 

7.  Educational  activities  3  or  4  times 

8.  Educational  activities  5  or  more  times 

9.  Other  church  activities 

26 — Principal  reason  for  not  having  participated  in 
the  educational  or  recreational  activities  of  any 
church   during   the   past    four   weeks.     (If   par- 
ticipated, circle  X  only.) 
Y.  No  response 
X.  Participated  during  past  four  weeks 

0.  Lack  of  funds,  clothing,  carfare,  etc. 

1.  Not  interested  in  church  or  religious  organi- 
zations; not  a  church  member 

2.  Other  activities  and  clubs  are  more  interest- 
ing or  valuable 

3.  Too  much  supervision;  too  much  restriction 

4.  Do  not  like  the  program  of  activities 

5.  Do  not  like  the  crowd 

6.  Family  objection 

7.  Neglect;  do  not  know  why 

8.  Occupied  with  home  or  other  personal  duties 

9.  Other  reasons 

Recreation 

27 — Three  principal  leisure  time  activities  in  the 
past  year.  (Circle  not  more  than  three  numbers.) 
Y.  No  response 

X.  Nothing   in    particular;    sitting    or    standing 
around;  loafing 

0.  Playing  team  games  such  as  football,  basket- 
ball, baseball 

1.  Engaging  in  individual  physical  activities 

2.  Reading 

3.  Movie  attendance 

4.  Hobbies  and  cultural  activities 

5.  Playing  cards,  checkers,  puzzles,  etc. 

6.  Dancing,  attending  parties  or  teas 

7.  Listening  to  the  radio 

8.  Dating 

9.  Other 

28 — Do  you  think  any  additional  recreational  facili- 
ties are  needed  by  the  youth  of  your  neighbor- 
hood?  If  so,  what  is  the  one  thing  most  needed? 

Y.  No  response;  no  opinion 

X.  Adequate:  no  additions  necessary 

0.  Parks,  playgrounds,  or  athletic  fields 

1.  Swimming  pools,  riding  academies 

2.  Recreation  centers,  club  houses 

3.  Skating  rinks,  amusement  parks 

4.  Clubs,  organizations 

5.  Dance  halls,  better  dances,  more  dances 
C.  Movies 

7.  Cultural  and  educational:  libraries,  concerts, 
dramatics,  art  and  craft  classes 

8.  Facility  needed  but  do  not  know  what 

9.  Other  facility  needed 


29 — Have  you  attended  more  than  half  the  meetings 
of  any  social  or  recreational  clubs  during  the 
past  three  months?  If  so,  name  the  clubs. 
(More  than  one  number  may  be  circled.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  Did  not  participate  during  past  three  months 

0.  "Character  building"  clubs 

1.  College  or  high  school  fraternities  or  sorori- 
ties 

2.  Neighborhood  social  or  recreational  clubs 

3.  Hobby  or  interest  clubs 

4.  Dramatic,  art,  or  musical  clubs 

5.  Other  women's  clubs 

6.  Fraternal  orders 

7.  Athletic,  sport,  or  hiking  clubs 

8.  Business  or  professional  clubs,  sororities,  or 
fraternities 

9.  Other 


30 — If  you  have  not  attended  more  than  half  the 
meetings  of  social  or  recreational  clubs  during 
the  past  3  months,  what  was  your  chief  reason? 

(If  so  participated,  circle  X  only.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  Participated  in  one  or  more  clubs  during  past 
three  months 

0.  Lack   of   money;    can   not    afford;    costs    too 
much 

1.  Do  not  like  the  crowd 

2.  Do  not  like  the  program  of  activities 

3.  Do  not  know  how  to  become  a  member 

4.  Family  objection 

5.  Not  interested;  no  need;  do  not  like  clubs 

6.  Too  far  to  go  to  meetings;  late  hours 

7.  Lack  of  time;  have  to  work 

8.  Lack  of  association  with  club  members 

9.  Other  reasons 


Health 


31 — Have  you  ever  been  to  a  dentist?    If  so,  when 
did  you  last  go? 

Month  and  year  you  last  went  to  the  dentist; 


(Month)  (Year) 

Principal  reason   for   going  or  not   going   to   a 
dentist  during  the  past  12  months. 

Y.  No  response 

X.  Went  because  of  need 

0.  Went  because  of  schedule  habit:  goes  regu- 
larly at  least  once  a  year 

1.  Went,  sent  by  school 

2.  Went,  sent  by  employer,  CCC  officials 

3.  Went,  other  reasons 

4.  Did  not  go,  no  need 

5.  Did  not  go,  could  not  afford 

6.  Did  not  go,  fear 


7.  Did  not  go,  neglect 

8.  Did  not  go,  other  reaosns 

9.  Never  has  been  (regardless  of  reason) 

-a.  Have  you  had  a  routine  medical  examination 
during  the  past  12  months?  (If  so  circle  X.) 
X.  Routine  medical  e.xamination 
b.  Medical  care,  exclusive  of  medical  examina- 
tion, received  during  the  past  12  months.  (More 
than  one  number  may  be  circled.) 

Y.  No  response 

0.  No  medical  attention — no  need 

1.  No  medical  attention — could  not  afford 

2.  No  medical  attention — other  reasons 

3.  Free  clinic 

4.  Free  hospital  care 

5.  Private  physician,  specialist,  private  hospital 
care 

6.  Private  physician  and  free  hospital  care 

7.  Private  physician  and  free  clinic 

8.  Private  nurse  or  midwife  only 

9.  Other  medical  services 


Free  Employment  Agencies 

33 — Have  you  registered  at  a  free  employment  office 
during  the  past  12  months?  If  so,  what  service 
or  services  have  you  received?  (If  you  have  not 
registered,  circle  0.) 

Y.  No  response 

0.  Not  registered 

1.  Registered — received  guidance  only 

2.  Registered — received  neither  guidance  nor 
placement 

3.  Registered — one  placement 

4.  Registered — two  placements 

5.  Registered — three  placements 

6.  Registered — four  or  more  placements 

7.  Registered — other    

8.  Other  services 


34 — Principal  reason  for  not  having  registered  at  a 
free  employment  office.  (If  registered,  circle 
X  only.) 

Y.  No  response 
X.  Registered 

0.  No  need:  has  been  employed  full  period;  in 
school;  homemaker  or  housevnfe 

1.  Preferred  commercial  agency  or  to  get  own 
job 

2.  Did  not  know  there  was  a  free  agency 

3.  Neglect;  do  not  know  why 

4.  Family  objection 

5.  Too  young 

6.  Did  not  want  job 

7.  Considered  agency  ineffective 

8.  No  use  since  there  were  no  jobs 

9.  Other  reasons 


Attitudes 

35 — Are  wages  of  workers  generally  high  enough? 
A     If   not,    by   what    agency    could    they    best    be 
raised? 

Y.  No  response 

X.  No  opinion,  do  not  know 

0.  Wages  are  not  too  low 

1.  Does  not  know  if  wages  are  too  low 

2.  Wages  are  too  low  but  do  not  know  how  to 
raise  them 

3.  Too  low:  greater  individual  effort  including 
use  of  vocational  schools  and  training 

4.  Too  low:  labor  unions — workers'  organiza- 
tions, worker  action,  strikes  or  other  meth- 
ods, collective  bargaining 

5.  Too  low:  Government  regulation — N.  R.  A., 
other  government  measures 

6.  Too  low:  employer — company  unions,  bonus 
system,  piece  rates,  profit  sharing 

7.  Too  low:  new  economic  system — co-operative 
commonwealth,  government  ownership  of  all 
or  almost  all  industry 

8.  Too  low:  other  agencies - 

36 — Should  government  prohibit  by  law  the  gainful 

A      labor  of  children  14  or  15  years  old?   (If  answer 

is  negative,  circle  0.)   If  the  answer  is  yes,  what 

exceptions,  if  any,  would  you  make  in  this  law? 

(More  than  one  number  may  be  circled.) 

Y.  No  response 

X.  No  opinion,  do  not  know 

0.  Government  should  not  prohibit  gainful  child 
labor  by  law 

1.  Government  should  prohibit  all  gainful  child 
labor 

2  Should  prohibit  except  when  family  needs 
help 

3.  Should  prohibit  except  when  youth  wants  own 
money 

4.  Should  prohibit  except  when  youth  attains 
grade 

5.  Should  prohibit  except  when  further  school 
progress  is  impossible 

6.  Should  prohibit  except  when  parents  are  dead 
or  invalid,  or  child  a  dependent 

7.  Should  prohibit:  other  exceptions 

8.  Other  responses  

37 — Do  you  think  there  is  anything  your  community 
A      can  do  to  keep  young  people  out  of  trouble?     If 
so,  what  is  the  principal  thing? 

Y.  No  opinion 

X.  Individual  or  family  matter  only  or  primarily 

0.  Nothing  community  can  do 

1.  Yes — give  them  employment 

2.  Yes — recreation:  sports,  athletics,  clubs,  rec- 
reation centers,  social  settlements 

3.  Yes— recreation  (same  as  2  above)  but  with 
supervision 

4.  Yes — stricter  control  of  liquor  and  saloons, 
gambling 

5.  Yes — law  enforcement,  juvenile  courts,  better 
police,  curfew 


6.  Yes — better  economic  conditions  including  re- 
lief 

7.  Yes — keep   them   busy,   occupied,   give   them 
something  to  do 

8.  Yes — more  or  better  education  for  youth  or 
parents;  sex  education 

9.  Yes — does  not  know;  yes,  other 


38 — Would    you    leave   home   if   you    could?     If   so, 
A      what  is  the  principal  reason?   (If  married,  circle 
X.     If  single,  not  living  with  parents   or  rela- 
tives, circle  0.) 

Y.  No  response 
X.  Married 

0.  Single,  not  living  with  parents  or  relatives 

1.  Would  not  leave  home 

2.  Yes — family  discord 

3.  Yes — too  much  responsibility 

4.  Yes — too  much  restriction 

5.  Yes — home  too  crowded;  no  privacy 

6.  Yes— better  job  opportunities  elsewhere 

7.  Yes — wanderlust 

8.  Racial  or  national  discrimination 

9.  Yes — other 


39 — What  is  the  best  source  of  sex  education? 

A     Y.  No  response 
X.  No  opinion 

0.  Home,  parents 

1.  School— elementary  level:  6th  grade  or  below 

2.  School — junior  high  school:  7th,  8th,  9th 
grades 

3.  School — senior  high  school:  10th,  11th  grades 

4.  School — other   

5.  Church 

6.  Clubs 

7.  Private  physician  or  private  clinic 

8.  Free  public  information  service  or  free  clinic 

9.  Other  sources 


40 — Do  you  feel  that  responsible  people  should  be 
A  permitted  the  use  of  their  neighborhood  school, 
C  after  regular  school  hours,  for  social  and  recrea- 
tional purposes?  If  the  answer  is  yes,  in  which, 
if  any,  of  the  following  activities  would  you 
participate?  (More  than  one  number  may  be 
circled.) 


No  response 

Schools  should  not  be  so  used 
Yes,  but  would  not  participate 
Dances 
Parties 

Athletic  activities — spectator 
Athletic  activities — participant 
Club  meetings 

Musical  or  dramatic  activities 
Lectures  or  forums 
Movies 
Other  uses 


41 — What  is  your  attitude  toward  drinking?  (Circle 
A  the  letter  or  number  which  comes  nearest  ex- 
C      pressing  your  opinion.) 


No  response 

No  opinion 

Opposes  all  drinking 

Permissible  only  for  others  in  homes 

Permissible  for  others  and  self  in  homes 

Permissible  only  for  others  in  public  places 

such  as  saloons,  restaurants,  and  cafes,  etc., 

but  not  at  such  functions   as   public   dances, 

football  games,  etc. 

Permissible  for  others  and  self,  as  in  No.  3 

Permissible    only    for   others    wherever    they 

wish   to   drink,   including   such    functions    as 

dances  and  football  games 

Permissible  for  others  and  self,  as  in  No.  5 

Other 


42 — ^^Should    the    government    help    youth    16    to    24 
A      years  of  age?   (If  it  should  not,  circle  X.)  If  it 
C      should,  in  what  ways?     (More  than  one  number 
may  be  circled.) 

Y.  No  opinion 

X.  Government  should  not  help  youth  at  all 

0.  Provide  jobs  for  youth 

1.  Help  youth  to  get  jobs 

2.  Regulate  wages  so  youth  can  earn  a  decent 
living 

3.  Finance   youth   who   wish   to   get    started   in 
business 

4.  Help  youth  to  get  vocational  training 

5.  Finance  youth  who  desire  further  education 

6.  Help  needy  parents  so  youth  can  continue  in 
school 

7.  Provide  more  recreation  facilities  for  youth 

8.  Help  youth  who  wish  to  marry 

9.  Other  ways 

43__What  would  you  do  in  case  the  United  States 

A     declared  war?   (Hypothetical  for  girls.) 

C 

Y.  No  response 

X.  No  opinion,  do  not  know 

0.  Volunteer  immediately 

1.  Volunteer — "they'd  get  me  anyway" 

2.  Go  if  drafted 

3.  Go  if  invasion  threatened 

4.  Go  if  drafted  or  invasion  threatened 


5.  Seek  official  exemption 

6.  Refuse  to  go 

7.  Perform  only  non-combative  service 

8.  Other    


44 — Race  relations:  (Circle  the  letter  or  number  op- 
A  posite  each  of  the  following  statements  with 
C      which  you  agree.) 

Y.  No  response 
X.  No  opinion 

0.  Members  of  different  races  should  receive 
the  same  pay  for  the  same  job  if  they  have 
equal  skill  and  training 

1.  Members  of  different  races  should  not  receive 
the  same  pay  for  the  same  job,  even  though 
they  have  equal  skill  and  training 

2.  Public  schools  should  spend  proportionate 
amounts  of  money  on  all  races 

3.  Public  schools  should  not  spend  proportionate 
amounts  of  money  on  all  races 

4.  Persons  of  all  races  should  be  allowed  to  use 
all  tax-supported  facilities  (such  as  parks, 
libraries,  auditoriums,  etc.) 

5.  Persons  of  all  races  should  not  be  allowed  to 
use  all  tax-supported  facilities  (such  as  parks, 
libraries,  auditoriums,  etc.) 

6.  All  races  should  be  represented  on  the  city 
police  force 

7.  All  races  should  not  be  represented  on  the 
city  police  force 

8.  Primary  elections  should  be  open  to  all  quali- 
fied voters  regardless  of  race 

9.  Primary  elections  should  not  be  open  to  all 
qualified  voters  regardless  of  race 

45 — What  is  your  attitude  toward  the  future? 

A      Y.  No  opinion 
C      X.  Enthusiastic 

0.  Optimistic 

1.  Indifferent 

2.  Resigned 

3.  Embittered,  disgusted 

4.  Discouraged 

5.  Worried 

6.  Frightened  or  afraid 

7.  Pessimistic 

8.  Bewildered,  doubtful,  confused,  lost 

9.  Other 


Attitude   toward  interview   and   nature 
of  responses  generally 

0.  Intel-cooper  5.  Naive-cooper 

1.  Intel-inter  6.  Naive-inter 

2.  Intel-indif  7.  Naive-indif 

3.  Intel-susp  8.  Naive-susp 

4.  Intel-hostile  9.  Naive-hostile 

Place  where  youth  was  interviewed 

X.  No  report 

0.  Home  5.  School 

1.  Park  or  playground  6.  Place  of  employment 

2.  Club  7.  Employment  office 

3.  Church  8.  Street 

4.  Community  center  9.  Other 
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APPENDIX  C.   LA'fS  RELA-TIaIG  TO  YOUTH 

Since  the  Division  of  Child  Tfelfaro  of  the  State  Board  of  Control  pub- 
lished in  1935  a  revision  of  tjie  excellent  coiapilation  knovm  as  Lav/s  of  Texas 
Relating  to  Children,  vmich  includes  practically  all  laws  v;hich  have  pertinence 
to  problems  of  youth,  it  seems  unnecessary  to  quote  these  laws  in  any  detail. 

The  Preface  to  the  First  Edition  of  this  volume  reads  in  part  as  follows: 

"Some  of  the  legislation  on  the  statutes  remains  just  as  it  was  when 
incorporated  in  the  statutory  revision  of  1379,  other  (le;^islation) 
has  come  about  as  a  result  of  the  efforts  of  some  particular  group 
or  section.   There  has  bnon  little  attempt  to  bring  these  fragj-aentary 
parts  into  relation  to  tlio  w";'.ole  and  little  realization  of  coordinated 
legislation  as  a  comprche;:sive  force  for  the  good  of  all  children.... 

"in  presenting  this  voliraie  the  State  Division  of  Child  "Telfare  calls 
attention  to the  amourit  of  very  e:>:cell'3nt  legislation  for  the  pro- 
tection of  handicapped  children  which  is  on  the  statutes  of  this  State, 
but  which  has  not  come  into  general  usage, .... (and)  the  obvious  need 
for  codification..." 

'Te  cite  here  only  the  original  sources  of  the  most  pertinent  of  these 
laws,  the  places  where  they  may  be  found  in  this  volume,  and  a  brief  descrip- 
tion. 

1)  Compulsory  school  attendance  law,  referred  to  on  page  35  of  this 
report,  may  be  found: 

Vernon's  Texas  Annotated  Civil  Statutes,  2892a, 

Texas  Revised  Civil  Statutes,  1925,  2892,  Vol.  I,  p.  792,  as  amended 

by  General  and  Special  Laws  of  Texas,  Regular  Session,  1935,  Vol.  I, 

p.  409. 
Laws  of  Texas  Relating  to  Children,  p.  90, 

Special  requirement  is  that  oil  childraain  Dallas  County,, 
betvreen  7  and  15  years  of  age,  shall  attend  school  the  full 
length  of  the  term, 

2)  The  laws  relating  to  l:).bor,  referred  to  on  page  2  of  this  report, 
may  be  found: 

Vernon's  Texas  Annotated  P-^nal  Code,  1573,  1574,  and  1577, 
General  and  Special  Lav/s  of  Texas,  Regular  Session,  1929,  p.  391. 
Laws  of  Texas  Relating  to  Children,  pp,  98-100. 

~*      Laws  of~Texas  Relating~tl>~CiriTLi.£en","  l^exas  Division"of  Child  Welfare, 
State  Board  of  Control,  Austin,  Revised  1935, 
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Prohibits  in  toims  of  more  thaia  15,000  the  employment 
of  youth  under  15  yeto-s  of  age  i.i  factories,  mills,  workshops^ 
laimdries  or  messenger  service;  and  children  under  17  years 
of  age  in  mines,  quarries,  or  places  of  explosives, 

.Limits  hours  of  children  under  15  to  8  per  day,  48  per  vreek, 
and  prohibits  -.vorl:  between  10  p.m.  and  5  a.m. 

Allows  the  issuance  of  work  permits  to  children  between  the 
ages  of  12  and  15  whose  earnings  are  neeciod  for  their  support 
or  the  support  of  their  fanilies  except  in  physically  and  morally 
dangerous  industries. 

In  suinmation,  it  should  be  said  that  the  wide  exceptions  irranted  in  the 
child  labor  law  prevent  any  adequate  enforcement  either  of  it  or  of  the  com- 
pulsory school  attendance  law. 

3)  The  laws  relating  to  the  duties,  organization  and  procedure  of  the 
juvenile  court  and  the  appointment  of  probation  officers  are  found  in  the 
Civil  Statutes: 

Vernon's  Texas  /jinotated  Civil  Statutes,  2329-2337,  5142. 
Texas  Revised  Civil  Statues,  1925,  2329-2337,  Vol.  I,  pp.  620-622. 
General  and  Special  Laws  of  Texas,  Regular  Session,  1927,  p.  335, 
Laws  of  Texas  Relating  to  Children,  pp.  11-14,  47-48. 

In  the  Penal  Code: 

Vernon's  Texas  Annotated  Penal  Code,  pp.  30-31,  331, 

Texas  Revised  Penal  Code,  1925,  30,  p.  Sj  31,  p.  7;  331,  p.  71. 

Laws  of  Texas  Relating  to  Children,  p.  32, 

And  in  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure: 

Vernon's  Texas  Annotated  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  1083-1088, 
Texas  Revised  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure,  1925,  1083-1088,  p.  179, 
Laws  of  Texas  Relating  to  Children,  pp.  32-34. 

These  statutes  and  procedures  provide  that  in  cases  involving 
males  under  17  years  of  age  and  females  under  18  years  of  age, 
trials  shall  be  held  first  before  county  courts  or  district 
courts  or  district  criminal  courts,  and  in  hearing  these  cases 
the  court  shall  be  kaown  as  a  Juvenile  Court,   The  procedure  is 
essentially  a  legal  one,  requiring  a  sworn  complaint  and  indict- 
ment and  trial  on  the  basis  of  evidence  presented.   Incarcera- 
tion is  prohibited,  hov/ever,  in  all  cases  except  where  needed 
to  insure  the  presence  of  the  child  in  court.   The  probation  of- 
ficer is  vested  with  the  pov^rer  and  authority  of  police  officers 
or  sheriffs,  and  may  take  charge  of  the  child  before  and  after 
the  trial,  and  is  required  to  be  present  in  court  and  represent 
the  interest  of  the  Juvenile. 

The  limitations  imposed  by  these  laws  have  been  conunented  upon  in 
Part  Eight  and  are  chiefly  that  serving  as 


1)  Juvenile  Judge  is  onl;r  a  portion  of   the  duties  of  an  elocted 
official  who  can  scarcely  do  justice  to  this  position  and 
his  other  duties j  and 

2)  the  probation  officers,  who  are  livdted  only  by  their  abil- 
ities and  the  loads  which  they  nust  carry,  are  politically 
appointed  and  may  be  persons  without  knowledge  of  this  vrork. 
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